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THE VISION OF DANTE 



»eH 



CANTO I. 

HAt.F through our mortal liie, myself I found 

In a dartc foreat'e wild and ni^ed ground, 

Where the light way was lost in shaggy wood, 

A rude and saTage woodland solitude. 

!%« very thouf^t Btill robe me of my breath, 

And memoiy oounta it little lees than death : 

Of good to treat, discovered in the wood, 

VU tell of other things I understood. 

When the true way was lost, the path forsook, 

Of sleep BO deep that moment I partook 

That how I entered I can ecaroe relate. 

So dull the dumber and so dead its weight 

But when the mountain's feet my steps drew near 

That dosed the vale that filled my heart with fear. 

Upward I looked, and saw its shoulders bright 
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2 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

Already with that pUoet's rayn of li^t 
That guides all otheis through each path aright 
The fear was then Babdding into rest 
That Bhook the plaoid depth vithin my breast. 
All the night long so saddened and perplexed. 
Like one who breathless issues fixim the waves 
Turns to the waters he no longer braves, 
My spirit, tiiat still flies, turns back to see 
The pass that living man ne'er trod but me. 
M7 weaiy frame once more re&eshed, I paced 
The way along the desert ridge, and tnced — 
The hindmost footstep ever deepest placed. 
And, lo I just where the steep ascenta b^n, 
A light swift leopard with a spotted akin 
Appeared : never for once he left my view, 
As if he meant t' impede my journey throu^, 
That twioe or thrice I from the patli withdrew. 
The Bun was mounting, with those stars that high 
Companioned with him when Hie heavenly love 
First moved those things so beauti^ above. 
The hour of time, sweet sesson of the day. 
Made me hope better of the beast of prey, 
With variegated skin, that caused my stay. 
But so that terror might not leave me quite, 
A Hon there speared within my m^t, 
With lofty bead and raging famine's flame. 
The very air was trembling as he oame — 
And in its leanness tall of each desire. 
She-wolf tliat saddened nations with its ire. 
This creature put me in aucb painful plight, 
Assailed with fear that issued from its nght, 
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It made me lose the bope to gain the h«gfat 
And mch are they who witli good will acquire, 
And time rends from tliem all their heart's desire, 
And tears and eadneee erery thought inspire. 
So did the beast to me that knows not peace- 
Advancing step by step, retreat commands 
To where tlie solitary mlent standa. 
In the low ground I mused — my eya beheld 
Whose speech long silence had in part congealed. 
" Have pily upon me," to him I cried, 
In the great deeert when I saw that one, 
" Who e'er thou art, or shape or mortal man." 
" Not man. I once was man : my parent's earth, 
Lombardy — ^both Mantnans by their birth. 
Bom under Julio^ though it mi^t be late. 
Under the good Augustus lived I, in the day 
When blse and lying gods still held the sway. 
Poet I was — of that just hero sung 
Who came from Tn^, Anohises' yonthfiil son 
AAer they had burned superb Ilion. 
But thou, why thos return irtiere oarea annoy. 
Nor climb delightful hill without alloy J" 
" Art thou that Tir^pl, then, that fountain-head, 
Biver of speech that spreads so &r and wide 1" 
To him with shame-olad forehead I replied. 
" Honour and light of other poets, see 
Long love and seal that made me think of thee, 
Tb find thy volume justly prised by me. 
Hon art my master and mine audior — none 
Else but thee alone ; and I have la'en from thee 
The beauteous style for which they honour me." 
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4 ru£ vi»ioN OF dante:. 

I saw the beast that made me turn, and said — 

" Help me, thou &mouB wiae one ! I entreat. 

From her who makes my vems and pulfles beat." 

" Another road it is for thee to take," 

Replied he, when he saw my weeping state, 

" If tbon wouldst iaaue from this wooded brake. 

The beast for which you utter such a cry 

Suffers none else to paeE her way, and will 

Obstruct so far their paaeage as to kill : 

Of nature bo malignant to the core, 

Insati&te hungers, erer longs for more ; 

And after eating hungrier than before. 

With many animals does she unite. 

And many more, untjl the greyhound gain 

Sight of the beast, and make her die with pain. 

Nor earih nor metal will his hunger move ; 

But he will feed on wisdom, virtue, love, 

Within the Feltros, where his nation Ilea. 

Of that hnmble Italy the safety he, 

For which the swift virgin died — Camilla, 

EuT^ns, TumuB, Nisus, of their wounds. 

Chase her he will through eveiy town, until 

Beplaced onoe more, and there constrained to dwell. 

In place from whence she first departed — hell. 

Thou wilt follow me, and I will be thy guide — 

"Tia for thy sake, I fhink I can discern. 

From hence ni lead thee throu^ the place alone. 

Where thou shalt hear the desperate shrieks, and see 

The Antique Spirito in tlieir misety — 

Upon the second death they all will cry. 

Thoult see the souls oontent«d in the fire — 
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Of those whom hope howe'er can atill inspire, 

The hope to join the happy nationa' choir. 

And when to them asoending in decdre, 

With one FU leave thee when my etepe retire ; 

A worthier Bonl for this thou wilt require. 

Because I was rebellious to his laws, 

His who commands and reigns — by bis decree 

No Boitl his city must approach by me : 

In every part commands, and there he reigns, 

There is his ci^ and his loAy throne^ 

Happy he whom there he chooses for his own 1" 

And I : " Lead me, poet ! I request, 

Sy that Ood whom thou hast not, oan'st not know — 

That I may 'scape the great and greater woe — 

Now lead me to the plaoe which thou hast eaid. 

So that Saint Petei^B portal I may see, 

And those you make so very sad to be." 

Then be moved on, and 1 kept right behind 



CANTO 11. 

TuK day advaocing^ and the deep brown air, 

Recalled earth's oreaturee from their toils of care ; 

And I alone was girding for the war, 

fioth of the journey and of their piteous star 

Which he who pictures will not wander fiir. 

Muses, exalted Genius, aid ! 

O Uind I that wittest what I saw, be near !— 
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6 THE VISION OP DANTE. 

Here let thine own nobility appear. 

Poet that gnidest me I think you, you oan truiit 

The lofty passage to my feet of dust } 

Silviua' son, oorruptible, you say, 

Paid th' immortal viMt sensibly. 

Of every ill the adversary be. 

Courteous, and muung on the hi^ effect 

T inue from him, who and of what reapeot, 

Nor yet unworthy man of intellect, 

That he was chosen In empyreal heaveD, 

Borne and its ranpire by the Fatlier given. 

Then how and why, if one would tall the truth. 

Were they established in that station, where 

Sits the succeasor to a great«r chair 1 

But this same journey, the renown you gave. 

The thingB he learned, in some sort might bestow 

His victory and the papal mantle too. 

Afterward went he, the chosen vessel called 

Faith, to comfort by his high translation — 

Failh, first step to the way of salvation. 

But I — why came 1 1 and who gave me leave 1 

.£neas I am not, Paul I am not : 

Nor I, nor others could the thou^t conceive 

That I should honour such as this receive. 

Should I abandon it, I fear 'twill seem 

That my first coming was a foolish dream. 

Like one unwilling for the thing he will^ 

Whose seoond thoughts have made his purpose pale, 

And everything upon the threshold fail ; 

So did I with myself obecure that coast 

With thinking much — the enterprise gave o'er 
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HELU 

With Tehemence I bsA embraced before. 

" If well I understand your speech," replied 

The shade of the Magnanimous, " yoor aoul. 

Hurt with vile cowardice, is in the toil 

Ute whidi our nature often will embroil — 

From honoured enterprise the mind recall. 

Like a fiilse bugbear, when the sbadowB fall. 

To free thy sfttrit from entangling fbar, 

I'D tell thee why I came, and what was told 

The instant, for thy sorrow to unfold. 

Amtoig Uie bouIs I was who hang between : 

A lady called m^ blest aad beautiful. 

Asked her commands — for bri^ter than the star 

Her eycfl were shining which is seen afiir. 

In her sweet tongue th' angelic voice began : — 

' Oh, courteous Spirit of the Mantuan I 

' Thy fiune still lasts amid the world — ^tfay son^ 

' As &r as motion goes, shaU time prolong I 

' A friend of mine, and not of Fortune's now, 

' Within the desert phun, obsbuotion uear, 

' lliat in his journey he has turned for fear. 

' From what I heard in heaven, to my belief 

' I was too late in rising to relief. 

' Now more, and with thy speech adorned, and what 

' Is suitable to save from danger's hold, 

' Assist him, so that I may be condoled. 

' I am Beatrice that tells thee to depart ; 

' I come from place to which I wish to go : 

' As love has moved me, I have spoken so. 

' When I am in the presence of my Lord, 

' To him thy {O'sises I shall oft record.' 
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8 THE VISION or DANTE. 

Klent VB> she. AAervards I b^an : — 

' Lady of worth — by whom, to human kind, 

' That heavon of leeaer drolee oan jowent 

• The bleflsing that Burpassoth all oontent — 

' So grateful ikj oommandment to m; mind, 

' That, were't already donc^ it were too slow 

' To obetf the purpose, not tLe motiTe know. 

' But tell me how and why you can descend 

' To this low oentre here, nor passage mourn 

' From that wide place to which your wishes turn.' 

' I will tell it thee,' briefly she repUed, 

' Since you have suoh an inbred wish to know 

' Wherefore I &ar not entering here below. 

' What oauaeth ill we ought to fear alone : 

' The things that hare tlie power should nourish dread, 

' But others no — not terrible indeed. 

' So formed am I, and such is God's reward, 

' Unfelt thy misery and thy settled boum^ 

' Nor flames assail me that around me bum. 

' lliere is a gentle lady, now in heaven, 

' TbiB stop I've chaiged thee with laments, with love, 

' That breaks the sentence that has passed above. 

' In her demand for Lucia, called this one, 

' And said, " He, thy fitithfiil, needs thy pity : 

" A prey to hindrance and anxiety, 

" I recommend his piteous case to thee." 

' Enemy to cruelty, Luda, moved, 

' Came to the place where sedentary we, 

' I was, and antique Bachel was with me. 

' Said, " Beatrice, unblemished praise of Ood I 

" Succour you not him who loves to such degree. 
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" Who issued from the vidgar rank b; thee i 

" Heor'st not the piercing note of his complaint t 

" See'et not his foe 1 — hear'st not the battle-cry, 

" On river tiiat the eea can not outvie t" 

' The world has nerer found a soul bo prompt 

' To follow interest, or from loas to fly, 

' Ab, aSbet she had said these words, was I — 

' Down hither cama, and left m; happ; seat. 

' I tmsted to thy honoured i^eech, which all 

' Who once have heard it will an honour csU.' 

Reasoned thus with me, and, when 'twas o'er. 

Towards me her brilliant eyes in tears she turned. 

And I have come the quicker that she mourned. 

I came to thee her message to obey ; 

Found tiiee, withdrew thee from the wild beast's stay. 

Who stof^'d thee climbing the delightfiil way. 

What is the matter ! why do you remain t 

Why is there in thy heart that vicious spot 1 

Ardour and franknen whu«fore have ye not) 

Is't not enou^ that bleesed ladies three, 

r the eourt of heaven, are so intent on the^ 

Ami so much good my speech hath pnunised thee t" 

As closed bent flowrets by nocturnal froet, 

Soon as th^re bleaching in the moniing sun 

Oa stalk erect are opening every one, 

So dealt I with my stognant spirit's fbar : 

Such noble courage throu^^ my heart there ran, 

I spoke like a frank pOTSon, and began,— 

" How great the pity to my succour came ! 

And thou, how oourteons to convey so soon 

The true expressions of her mesaged boon ! 
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10 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

Mj heart tliou bast disposed to the demre 
To go on ; BO much, with these words of thine. 
That I am turned unto mj first design. 
Now go, and let one will posaeas us both ; 
Thou art my leader, lord, and master, thou." 
Thus spoke I to him, and he motioned hath — 
I entered by the lofty wooded path. 



CANTO III. 

" Thbouoh me the way into the sad dty — 
Through me the way into eternal grief — 
Through me to nations lust without relief 
Justice it was that moved my Maker hi^ 
The power dirine of Ardutact abore, 
The hij^ieet wisdom and the earliest lova 
The things of time were not before me, and 
'Uid eternal eternally I stand. 
All you that enter must leave hope behind." 
These words of colour dark, obeoure I saw 
Written upon the summit of a gate. 
" Hard is their meaning, master, to relata" 
Like prudent peraon then he answered me, 
" Here from your mind let all suspicion fly. 
And eveiy cowardice within you die ; 
We're at the place I told you of before. 
The sonying nations shall thine eyes behold. 
Who lost the ^ft of intellect of old." 
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And aftorwartls his lumd in mine he plaoed 

Witb joyful confidence that comfort gave. 

And turned tha key of secrete like tlie graTe. 

And then the cdg^ eomplaintB, and loud, loud groans 

Reeonuding through the ur without a star, 

B^ao to wring my heart with many a tear. 

Divene tbe tongues and language horrible, 

The words of sorrow and accents of ire — 

Hi^ and weak voices — sound of smitiDg there 

A tumult mad^ that seemed t' encompass all 

Within that air, which colourless expands 

For aye, as when the whirlwinds raise the sands. 

And I that had my head with error bound 

Addressed him — " Master, what ia that I hear, 

Naticau so vanquished in the woe appear I" 

And he replied — " This miserable lot 

Pooeea the bouIb of those whose living days 

Passed not with infamy, nor yet with praioe. 

Immingled are they in the caitiff choir 

Of neutral angels, for themselves that stood — 

Neither rebelled nor loyal were to God. 

The heavens have chased them, for they'd sully heaven— 

The infernal depths receive them not, because 

No ^ory can the wicked have by those." 

And I, " Master, what is the thing so grievous 

To them, which makes them to lament so strong V 

" 111 tell thec^" he replied — " 'twill not be long. 

No hope have they of death to come ; 

And th«r blind life is base to such degree. 

By them each other's lot can envied be. 

Fame leaves no trace behind them ia the world ; 
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12 THE VtSION OP DANTE. 

Meroy and Justice both diadoin their case. 

Let UB not talk of them — one glance and paBs." 

And I that looked beheld a standard ware, 

Bapidl; whirling, to such tqoeed attain. 

That every pause It seemeth to disdain. 

Behind it such a troop of people came. 

My mind the thou^t could scarce o'ertake, 

A death bo great could such a crowd unmake. 

I looked, the shade of him I recognised, 

Whose lad refusal cowardice advised. 

Incontitiently saw I, and understood, 

That these belonged unto that caitiff sect 

God and his enemies alike neglect 

Quarrelsome these no longer in the life : 

Tet were these naked creatures all o'erstung 

With wasps and hornets tliat about them clung. 

Irrigated their fiiees were with blood, 

Which, mixed vrith t«are, descended to the ground, 

And bathed tiie feet that reptiles gathered round. 

Once and again I looked, and then I saw. 

At a great river's brink, a nation stand ; 

And so aaid, " Master, can I comprehend 

Who, what they are, and why should custom make 

Snch seem so prompt their passage to o'ertake, 

As I discern through light that's scarce awake !" 

And he to me, "These things are to be told. 

When once our footsteps shall have closed upon 

The River Sorrow&l of Acheron." 

I^ien, witli ashamed and downcast eyes, I went — 

Afraid t« speak would trouble him once more, 

I qwke not till we reached the river shore. 
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And lo ! towards xaa, came one id a bark, 

Whose head witL hoar antiquity was white. 

Cried " Woe ! Ye wicked aoula, ao more for heaveo, 

I come to load you to yon other hold — 

Darkness eternal, and to hot and cold i 

And thou that staudest there — thou living bouI — 

Depart from theee standing here, who are dead 1 " 

He saw that I did not depart, and said, 

" Through other ways, through other gates, for thee 

The pl^n to see, and not to pass by this, 

Nor ought a li^t«r bark the freight to miss." 

He leader to Charon : — " Vex not thyself : 

Such is the will of Him, whose dwelling 'b where 

He can do what he wills. Question forbear." 

Here, then, were tranquillised the woolly cheeks. 

That pilot of the livid marsh attire. 

Within whose eyes were wheels of flaming fire. 

But those, the feeble and the naked souls, 

Seemed to change colour, and to gnash their teeth. 

Soon as the cruel accents left his breath : 

Blasphemed their God, tlieir parents, human kind ; 

The time when, the hour, the natal earth. 

The seed of tfaeir b«f;etting, and their birth. 

Then all withdrew, who there tdgether were. 

Loudly lamenting, to the wicked shore, 

Awaiting those who feared not Ood before. 

Charon, demon, with his eyes of burning coal, 

By Bigufl collectit them all, as in a bag, 

Beats with his oar whoever seems to lag. 

Like leaves in autumn lifted from the tree, 

The one that's next the other, till die bough 
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14 THE VISION OP DANTE. 

Has all ita Hpoils restored to earth below ; 

Id like maimer, Oie ill seed of Adam 

llirev them from the beach one by one ; and all 

By fflgiu, like blcon at its maater's call — 

So went they o'er the face of the brown wave. 

Ere they had landed on the other bank, 

Already on the near new musters rank, 

" Hy son," said the coorteous master, " 'tis liere, 

In the wrath of heaven, that those who die 

Aeeemble, all from every different sky. 

Divine Justice, that spun them to the goal. 

And changes fear to wishes in their soul ; 

No worthy soul can ever pass by thia 

Of thee has Cbaron reason to compltun — 

Well may you know henceforward by his strain." 

When thia was o'er, the darksome plain trembled 

So strong, that, with the terror of its weight. 

The mind still bathes the body in its sweat. 

The land, that's ever tearful, gave a wind ; 

That lightning with vermillion splendour shone, 

WhicQi conquer'd every feeling but its own : 

I fell like man whom sleep has seized upon. 



CANTO IV. 

Bboke the deep slumber that was in my bead, 
A thunder-peal its influence to shake. 
Left me like person that is forced to wake. 
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HELL. 15 

My eye that had reposed around I moved, 

Bifliiig to right, widi fixed r^ard to see 

And know the very place where I might be. 

rns true I found me on the utmost verge 

Of the Valley of Sorrowful AbjBa, 

Reoeiving souuda of infinite diatreaa. 

Obeoute it was, profound and doudy, so 

That bottom to the gulf I could not spy. 

Nor anything diaoemed I with mine eye. 

" I>own to the blinded world let na descend," 

Tlie poet 'gan, appalled and weaken'd ; 

" I shaU go first, and you will be aeooud." 

I, that perorived his colour ehanfflofc said — 

" How shall 1 1 see 1 your spirit has declined, 

Wont to give comfort to my doubting mind." 

And he, " The anguish of the nations here. 

Who are below, has painted in my fiice 

Compassion'B self, where fear you think you trace : 

Let us proceed, the long way urges it" 

So he moved, and made me enter in 

The first circle which is the abyss within. 

Here was no sound, to any listener's ear, 

Of loud complaint, but frequent a^ta of care, 

Which made to tremble the eternal air. 

It happened thus, from grief of torments void, 

Poesessing crowds beyond our m^t and ken. 

Of in&nt% and of women, and <^ men. 

The good master said, " You do not ask me 

What are theoe spirits which you now descry — 

Wouldat thou disoover, ere we yet draw nigh I 

Theee have not sinn'd, though merit they should have — 
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16 THE VISION OP DANTK, 

'Tis not enough, for baptism they, have none, 

A portion of the fkith you also own : 

They lived era Christiaiuty began ; 

The God of heaven adored not as th^ ou^^t 

And of these here, Fm also in the &alt 

For these defbota : for other evil none 

Are lost, — afflicted only thus so far ; 

Uve in deedre, bat want hope's bright'ning star 

Great sorrow seized my heart to understand 

The reason why ; and when I came to know 

Raoe of much wortb suspended in such woe : 

"Tell me, master mine! — tell me, signor!" 

I said from wish to make assurance sure 

Of that &ith which vanquishes all emn: — 

" Have any isued by their own merit, 

Or that of others, and attained to bliss }" 

Hy covert speech be understood by this. 

Beplied : " I was new in this state you see. 

When I beheld a power^ one come down 

With ngn of victor; upon his crown ; 

The shade of our first parent hence he drew — 

Of his son Abel, Noah, Moeee, too. 

Who was both lawgiver and obedient : 

The patriarch Abraham, David king ; 

Israel with his &ther and children, 

And with Rachel, for whom so much did he ; 

And many beddee^ and made them h^py. 

And I would have this truth by you received. 

Until then were not human spirits saved." 

We left not journeying while yet we qrake. 

But still paned along all the forest through — 
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Forest I call tboae spirits thiokening crew. 
Our way, as yst, had not been long from where 
The summit was, when I beheld a fire 
CoDquering the donds of this dark hemi^there. 
Along we wandered still a little space, 
But Qot so much tliat I could not discern 
That honoured race inhabited that bourne. 
" Thou that each art and edenoe can adorn. 
What bouIb are these such honour hems around, 
In di^rent manner, with a separate bound 1" 
And he to me : " This honourable renown 
They have that echoM through your life's expause. 
Acquires a' grace in heaven for their advance." 
In the meanwhile, a voice waa heard by me — 
" Honour the poet of sublimit ; 
His shadow return^ which had departed." 
After the voice was ceased, the echoes dumb, 
Four great shadows I saw before me ccnne ; 
Tlieir countenance was neither sad nor gay. 
The good master b^an to me to say : 
" The one with sword in hand, behold, admire. 
Who comes before the three as if their sire- 
That is Homer, the sovereign bard of all ; 
The other Horace satirist recall ; 
Ovid the third, and Lucan last of all." 
" It was because that each agreed with me," 
Echoed a uame pronounced by single voice : 
" They honoured me and ipade me to rejoice." 
1 saw asaemble thus the noble school 
Of him who lords it o'er the lofty song, 
Oat-soars the otherB like an eagle strong ; — 
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18 THE ViaiOM OP DAKTE. 

Diaoouned the; had to other for a while, 

Then turned to me with salutation sign. 

U; master greeted it with sutdi a smiJe, 

And greater honour upon me bestowed : 

The; made me rank aa one among their band, 

So that, amid Buch judgment, sixth I stand. 

So pass on conversing towards the light 

Of things that not to mention 'b graceful here. 

Just as to epeak them might be graceful there. 

We came to the foot of a noble castle. 

Seven times compassed with its lofty walls : 

Defending round a drding streamlet &Ub, 

O'er which we passed as if 'twere soUd ground. 

Through seven gates entered I, the bards between. 

Came to a meadow of the freshest green. 

There were people there with slow and serious ejea, 

And great authority their countenaaoe gave. 

Of dear speech, and voices gentler than the wave. 

Onward we drew, and from a comer bound 

Into a place open, luminous, and high. 

That all who were within I could espy : 

And there, directly o'er the enamelled green, 

Great spirits were displayed to me, who seem 

A sight to raise me in my own esteem. 

Electra I saw, and Dumerous company. 

Where Hector and ^neas I could spy — 

Ciesar in armour, with his ea^e eye ; 

I saw Camilla, Penthesilea. 

On the other part I saw the Latin king^ 

Who with his daughter Lavinia was sitting ; 

I saw that Brutua who chased Tarquinius, 
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Lucretia, Julia, Marcia, Cornelia, 

And alone, at one part, Saladino. 

Lifted a little more my eyebrow, saw 

Master of those who 've gained the right to itit 

la philoeopbic femily of wit, 

Admired and honoured sc^ of ever; school. 

There saw I Socrates and Plato stand 

Before tlie others ; and more near at hand 

Democritus, who bode the world go by; 

Diogenes, Anaxagoraa, Thales, 

Empedocles, Heraclitos, Zeno, 

Of whom the good collector there I saw— 

Dioecorides I mean — and Orpheus ; 

Livy, moral Seneca, and Tullius ; 

Enclid, geometer, and Ptolemy ; 

Hippocrates, Galienus, Avicenna, 

Averroea of the great commentary. 

Every one fiilly I cannot porttay ; 

The lengthened tlieme would chase me &om the tract — 

Oft what is stud is lesser than the bet 

The company of six divide in two ; 

The Sage conducts me by another way, 

Beyond that calm, to air the tempests shake, 

And to a place where light may never break. 
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THE VISION OP DANTE. 



CANTO V. 



So I desoeitded from the first circle 

Now to second, of less ample rovmd. 

MiuoB stood, griadmg his teeth horribly ; 

Examines the ent'ring culprits b; word ; 

Judges, commits, according to the gird — 

I mean, when ill-bom soids before him come, 

When all's confessed, the examiner of ton 

Looks for infernal place to put it in : 

So many timss his tail around tiim twines. 

As down beneath this culprit he consigns. 

Before him still the thronging numbers stand ; 

Each in vicissitude, his judgment own 

Speak out, and hear, and after are oast down. 

" thou that oomest to hostelry of pain," 

Said Minos when beholding me, and left 

Th' exceeding office of his care bereft, 

" Mind how you enter here, in whom you trust ; 

Let not the spacious entrance thee deceive." 

Mj leader to him, " Wherefore do you grieve 1 

His fiital journey you cannot impede ; 

It is the will of Him whose dwetUng's where 

His will is law ; fartlier to ask, forhear." 

Now the lamenting notes b^in to rise, 

And picroe my heart wiUi sorrow, make me &int, 

Struck with many an arrow of complaint 

I came t« place where light itself was mute. 

Rebellowing as tempests make the sea, 
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WLen Btriving wiuds are ^;htiiig Tehemently. 
Tbe m&rnAl whirlwind, that never rests, 
Leads on the Bpiiila at its rude behesta, 
Rolling around, and strildiig tliein, moleats. 
When we draw near to ruin's wild abode. 
Complaint and kstow every air bestrode, 
Blaspheming there the goodness of their Qod. 
Of torment such aa iiaa, I undeistood, 
Were carnal sumers made to drink Uteir fill, 
Their reason who subject imto their wilL 
And as Uie starlings spread their wings aloft 
In the cold time, in long and crowded flook, 
Such are the evil Bpiiits to tlie shook : 
From here to there, from low to high, it leads ; 
Nor hope nor comfort in their breast remain. 
Not of a pause, but even of lesser pain. 
And as the cranes go uttoring their cry. 
In lengthened rank careering through the skj, 
So, ntt«riiig howls, I saw the ahadea pass hy, 
Still carried onward by their destiny. 
Wherefore I s^d, " Maet«r, whose are the cries — 
That race tbe blackening air doth so chastise t " 
" The first of those you wotild hear tidings o^" 
Said he, " was empreoi of many a tongue ; 
In vice of Inxuiy was wrecked so long. 
That pleasure she made lawful by her ml^ 
Seproach to sever from habitual school 
She is Semirami^ of whom yon read. 
Who to her husband Ninus did succeed. 
And held that earth the Soldan hath bestrid. 
He other amorou^ herself who slew. 
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Broke her bitli to aahee of Siolueus. 

The next is Cleopatra luxurious." 

Helen I saw, for whom that wicked time 

Rolled on itself ; I asw great Achilles, 

Who loved, and raged, and battled to the lees. 

Paris and Tristan, and a thousand more, 

Shown were to me, whom, I by speech received, 

He pasnon love had of our life bereaved. 

l^en after I had heard my teaoher name 

Andent ladies, oaTaliers in long text, 

Compassion conquered me, as one perplexed : 

Then I said, " Poet, it 's my wiih to speak 

With these two souls that linger not behind. 

And seem to Soat so lightly to the wind." 

" YouTl soe," said he to me, " when they approach 

Nearer to us, and then you may beseech 

By that love leads them, and the spot theyl) reach." 

The wind soon brought them to us, and I raised 

My Toice, and said, " AiBicted souls, comply ; 

Come, speak to us, unless some else deny." 

As to their longing call, the wood-doves fly. 

Ope and shut daeir wings toward their sweet nest, 

Borne through the air by will within tlteir breast. 

So these issued from the ranks of Dido, 

Advancing to us tiirough malignant air. 

So strong afieotion'e ory to lead them there. 

" thou creature, so gradons and benign, 

Approaching through the thickened air, who would 

See those who tinged their country with their blood — 

Were the King of the universe our friend. 

Thy peace to him in prayer we 'd recommend, 
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To [nty our perverseneeB who 'rt indined, 

Of what it pleaaee thra to hear or apeak. 

Well hear theee thingH, or speak of these to thee, 

While wind, as now, is Inlling nlentlj. 

The land is mtnato, where I was bom. 

On the eea-flhore, and where the Po deeoenda 

In peace, to sink with 's tribatai7 frienda. 

Lots, the leeaon soon learned in gentle heart, 

Seiied him for that fine peraon onoe ponened, 

lUen in manner still ofiends my breast. 

Lore, to whoee thrall there is no n^al road. 

For this one, ao pamionately pleased m^ 

That, as you see, not yet abandons me. 

Lore conducted as to one ctHnmon death. 

He who extingoiebed ouie expeda bis own." 

Ibeae words were earned to me in their tone 

From when I nnderstood Uie injured souls. 

I bent my visage down and held it low. 

Of what I thought, the poet wished to know — 

Asked, when I replied. I b^an, " Alas I 

What sweetest thoughts, and iriiat dear^ 

Have led these on to this r^retfiil ire I " 

Again I turned myself to them and spoke, 

And be^an, " Franoeeoa, thy sufierings sore 

More me to team, to sadness, and to more ; 

But toll me in the season of sweet sig^ 

To whom was it, and how, yon granted lore — 

AH its perplexing wishes oame to prova" 

She said to me, " There is no greater grief 

Than to remember happiness in woe — 

That is a buth your teadier well may know. 
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If of our love to know the primal root 
Such great affection more tliee, I will tell, 
And that like one who speaks and weepe as well. 
We were reading one day, fbr our delight, 
In Lancilotto, bound in love ao strict 
We were alone, and neither could suspect 
Snapended were onr eyes, and more than onoe. 
In leading, and the visage colourleBS ; 
One point it was alone that ooaquered ua. 
When we read first of that — the longed-for smile 
At being kissed by one who loved so well ; 
Then he that ne'er shall quit my fade again. 
Began to kiss me on the mouth trembling. 
Galeotti was the book — ^he wrote it : 
That day we read not there any ferther." 
When the one spirit said thl^ the other 
Wept eo, I was within ao aoe of death. 
And fell, as body taHa, deprived of breath. 



CANTO VI. 

When as my mind again returned that dosed 
To pity for the consangoineoua pair, 
My sense confiudng with engrosaing care — 
New tonnents, new tormented, I beheld. 
Where'er I moved myself within the ward, 
And turned myself and fixed mine eyes' regard. 
In the third circle am I, that of rain 
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Eternal, and accursed heavy cold ; 

No change of rule or quality unrolled i 

Big hailstonee, water, ever tinctured anow, 

Tht ail of darknees turn by turn relierea, 

And Btanks the earth which auch a shower receives. 

Cerberus — ^wiH beaet, cruel, monstrous — 

While as three throats the dog of famine ui^ 

To bark o'er those the watara thus submerge : 

His eyea vermilion, unctuoua beard and black ; 

His belly large, and clawa upon each hand — 

Cuts, flays, and quarters apirite at command ; 

Howlii^ like dogs beneath incessant rain. 

Rolling on one side protect the other — 

Miserable pro&ne, hither and thither. 

When the great worm Cerberus b^an to bite, 

His moutha extended, and the blood revealed ; 

So member had I that was not oongealed. 

Uy leader then, extending both his ban Hi, 

Took ap the earth, and when the full fists close, 

Discharged them in the dog's insatiate jaws. 

And as the dogs, when yelling for their food. 

Are soon appeased, and when they touch 't give o'er, 

Intent and fighting only to devour, 

Thus of the demon Cerbraiis, the cheeks 

Collapsing fell, that barked without relief, 

lliat spirits would have wished that they were deaf. 

Then passed we through the shades, on whom comes d 

The heavy rain ; nttered complaints to see 

An empty shade where body seemed to be. 

Along the earth all who were there reclined. 

Save one aloae wc saw, who sat upright 
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86 THE VISION OP DANTE. 

When fint he saw us pass before hia nght — 

" thou who comest by this infernal tract, 

Reoc^luiBeflt me— knowest me 1" — he said ; 

" For thoa existed ere I was unmade." 

And I, " The ftngiiiiih that you suffer here. 

Form, it may be, forbids to recognise, 

So that you seem not to hare met mine eyes. 

But toll me, thou, in such a dolefiil place, 

Who thou art who feel'at the dreadful aeaMU — 

Elsewhere pun, bat none like this displeasing 1 " 

And be to me, " Twas thy city held me. 

So fiill of envy, it o'orflows the brim ; 

In the unclouded days that oareleBs swim. 

Giacoo my name, among your citizens 

For gluttony and its condemned sn, 

As you now see, I perish in this rain. 

A soul in sadness I, but not alone ; 

Under like penalty all these remain 

For like traoBgresaioB," then spoke not again. 

" Ciaooo," I said, " your wei^t of trouble 's aucfa. 

Invites my spirit to lament it much : 

Say, if you know to what they will proceed, 

Theee members of the city they divide 1 — 

If any there be just ; and tell whence 

Aawiling discord, and its grave ofience." 

And he to me, " From long debate they will 

Come to blood ; and theee that from the fbreat throng 

Will chase tlie other with iujurious wrong. 

And after needs must that party &11 

Within three solar years. Another soar 

With force of him whose dwelling 'a by the shore : 
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For length of time 'twill lift its forehead high ; 

The otlier grierotiBly oppren, as wont, 

With tributarjr teaxe, and each afbvnt. 

The just are two ; they are not understood ; 

For envy, prid^ and avarice conspire — 

Three sparks have kindled e^ery breast with ire." 

He put a stop to sound so lacrymose. 

And I, " Wilt thou significaiitly teach, 

And grace my hearing &rther with your speech 1 

The worthy Farinata, T^^hiaio, 

Jacopo, Rusticucci, and Moeca, 

ArrigOj and the otheraj understood 

To have had their genius bent on doing good — 

Tell me where they ore, aoqoaint me witli their &te, 

For mach their oraiinBtaaoe I wish to know, — 

Taste they the sweets of heavffli, or drugged below V 

And he, " These are among the blacker aouls ; 

A different &utt already plunges them 

In lowest depths, that you can enter in 

When you shall be again in the sweet world. 

To the rest, I pray, my memory recall, — 

No more, I say to thee, reply at alL" 

([is eyes, that were direct, be turned aside : 

I looked awhile — his head he then inclined, 

And fell with it among the other blind. 

The leader said, " No more will he awake 

From hence, till the angelio trumpet break 

His sleep, when comes their inimical power. 

Each will revi^t then his moumM tomb, 

Self reinvest, in form of flesh be found. 

Hear of eternity the thunder-aound." 
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Through the debasing mixture thuB we pHfised, 
Of shades, and of the hail, with fbotstepe slow. 
Touching on life to come, of bliss or woe. 
It was the reason why I said, " Master ! 
When the grand sentence is past^ is the pain 
Inoreased or lessened, or do these remain 1 " 
And he to me, " What doth thy science teach t 
Whatever thing is perfect's more endued 
To feel the evil, to perceive the good : 
To perfect misery will not they attfun. 
The accursed race who suffer in this sphere. 
But nearer then than now they will appear." 
By a circuitous path, we joumey'd on. 
Speaking of much that I do not relate, 
Came to the place, the steps descend below, 
And there we found Pluto, the mighty foe. 



CANTO VII. 

" Pape Satan ! Pape Satan 1 Aleppe I " 
B^an then Pluto, with af&ig^ted voice. 
Aware of all acquainted with the noise. 
The gentle sage comforted me. " Hurt not 
Thyself with fear; no power has he to o^nd, 
Or stop by rock thy purpose to deecend." 
Then to the inflated lip he tum'd, and said, 
"SUence ! accursed wolf I l^y savage rage 
Consume within thyself, thy pangs t' assuage ! 
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Not without reason he desires to go, 

Such is the wiU of Him, where Michael pour'd 

Vengeance on proud adulteiy from the Lord." 

As bending sails, when swelling with the wind, 

Sink down, enveloping the shiTer'd mast, 

To earth the cruel savage, as we passed. 

To fourth ledge descended we by waj 

Encroaching more on bank, where sadness reigns, 

Rn i nilflng ill the univeise contoiiui. 

Ah I justioe of our Ood ! how heaps it up 

New troubles and aew punishments I saw, 

And &ult of ouiB such pensltj to draw I 

As where Chaiybdis whirls, th' opposing wave 

WiH rise to meet antagonistic shock. 

Such is the dance these wretches to bemock. 

SexB saw I greater numbers than before. 

From one to other aide, by force of chest, 

They roll the heavy weights that never reat. 

Which half way o'er, and in collision meet ; 

With shrieks roll backward, when they turn their feet. 

" Why do you hold it 1 why do you mock 1" 

Uake such recur across the circle dark. 

Hand oppoute to hand, in toilsome bruit^ 

Pursue again their ignominious rout«, 

Ketuming each to place &om whence he crossed, 

Through his half circle for another joust : 

And I that was, as 'twere, pricked in my heart, 

Addressed him, aud said, " Master, can you show 

What Tsoe this is, of haiiy covering reft — 

Are these all churchmen who are on our left T 

And h^ " Of mind oblique, in primal mom 
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90 THE VISION OF DAHTE. 

Of life were they, as vaanj as you view. 

Whose wild expenditure no measure knew, 

As their own voice will manifestly show, 

Of circling line two points when we have made, 

Where contrary tran^resaion is displayed. 

Churchmen were theee who have no cowl on head. 

Popes and Cardinals, the earthly crown 

And right supreme of avarice that own." 

And I, " Master, among these thickening ranks 

Some should I recognise, the sight would please, 

Who were untouched by vices such as these." 

He — " Vain imagination to conceive 1 

Unknowing life, their mind so far abased, 

That knowledge now to darkness is debased. 

For they from out the sepulchre will rise. 

For ever fixed in two opposing school^ 

One with clenched fist, and one with shaven polls. 

ni to {^ve, and ill to keep, in noble world, 

Has snatched them thenc% and smit them with rebuff : 

Such as it is, I have enlarged enough 

Now see, my son, how frivolous and vain 

The goods committed unto Fortune's hand. 

For which the race will so rebutting stand. 

Not all the gold that is beneath the moon, 

Nor all theee toil-worn creatures have possessed. 

Could purchase for them but a moments rest" 

" Master," said I to him, " wilt thou impart 

What Fortune is you touch on, and the cause 

Why the world's goods she clasps within her claws I " 

And be — " Oh ! foolish creature ! to be blind 

What ignorance is that attacks your mind f 



itv Google 



Now Bee my words withio your mouth euBhriued. 

He, wboee own wisdom eveTything transcends, 

When firat He made the heavens, gave them a rule : 

Each ahines ilael^ and yet reflects the whole ; 

The light distributes He alike to alL 

So tA the worldly splendours He ordains 

A general minister to guide the reins ; 

In flight of time the goods so vain transfers 

To difi'erent natioDB and to difierent blood : 

Nor human judgments have His power withstood. 

One nation flourishes and languishes ; 

Another, as her judgment comes to psBB, 

Like serpent, undistinguiAhed in the gtass — 

Tour sense has no similitude to here. 

She proridee, judges, and pursues the cares 

Of kingdom, as the other gods do thmrs. 

Her permutations are without a trace ; 

Neoeamty the spur that makes them speed. 

For often will Ticissitudea succeed. 

This is that one so terribly maligned 

By those whose duty 'tis to give her praisa 

Beproach, and blame, and wrong, their voioe oonveys ; 

But, happy in herself she bears not this : 

With primal creatures, where no oare annoys, 

RoHb on her sphere, contented with her joys. 

Now to pity greater have we to descend. 

Each star's already setting that arose 

When first I moved ; no farther stay allows." 

We crossed the centre to th' opposing bank, 

Above a fountain that, o'erarohiug, wells 

Into a foei^ which with its wato^ swells ; 
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Darker that water ttum dark blue or green. 
Id company with these wavea of purplish hue, 
Downward direiging path we entered throu^ 
A lake it forma, wiiich has the St^^aii name : 
Sod streamlet issuing, when it finds its way 
To the feet of dangerous c1i& of gn^. 
Intent on looking where I stood, I saw 
A miry race naked within the pool, 
And of ofience their countenances fiilL 
These stmok each other, not with hand alone, 
But with the head, and with the chest, the feet. 
And out themselves to pieces with their t«eth. 
The good master said, " See, you now behold 
The souls of those by anger were o'eroome. 
And also take it for a certain sum, 
Beneath the water many a creature lies ; 
And see, the sur&ce bubbles with their Hig^ ; 
Where'er you turn your eyea you see them rise. 
Fixed in the mud, they say, ' We onoe were sad 
In the sweet air that's gladdened by the sun, 
Once cairying the la^ smoke within ; 
Now are we saddened in this black disguise.' 
This is the song they gurgle in titeir throats, 
For speak they cannot with articulate not«s." 
Thus of that soiling pool our feet described, 
Grand arc between the dty bank and the mid, 
StiU turned our eyes to those engulfed in mud. 
We came to the foot of a tower at last. 
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CANTO VIIL 



B theme, 1 aay, as soon as we 
Had reaohed the bottom of the loft; tower, 
Our eyea went upward all the summit o'er. 
Betwixt two flftming li^ts presented there, 
Another at a distaooe sgnal made. 
So &r, the distant light was scaroe ooavejed 
To tb' ooeau of all sense beside me tamed. 
" What does this mean ) and what repUee now oome 
Towerward from the other light t and placed by whom 1" 
And lie — " O'er aur&oe of the soiling waves 
Now may'st disoover who eipecta tiiee here, 
If marfihy TEqiour let the bark appear." 
To nm its pathway throu^ the nimble air, 
Never sent string the arrow from the bow, 
As I beheld a little boat below 
Advanciiig towards us through the waves, wherein 
Sat one who steered alone that boat ao fiist, 
And cried, " Felon spirit, ^rt come at last V 
Fl^ias, Fleg^ thou criest in vain : 
It can but end in nothing for this time," 
He Bwd, "YouTl have as while we cross the slime." 
Like one unveiling when some grand deceit, 
Who broods on what has h^ipened with regret, 
Thus in his ireful dudgeon Fl^iaa sat 
Into the boat descended then my guide j 
When he was sitting, made me take seat toward : 
It seetned but then to have full freight on board. 
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Soon as my guide and I were in Qie bark, 

Cutting the waters went the antique prow, 

Faster for ua than it is wont to go. 

Thus through the death-Uke channeled waves we ran, 

A miry figuie came the boat before, 

With " Who art thou &a.t comest before thine hourl" 

Said I — " If I come, I do not remain. 

But who art tbou the loathsome waters st«ep T 

Beplied he — " I am one, yon see, who weep." 

And I — " With weeping and with mud remain. 

Accursed spirit I there, and taike your fill. 

Defoced as art by filth, I know thee stilL" 

Then to the bark outstretched he both hie hands ; 

My master saw at once, his purpoee dogs, — 

" Away, and down there to the other dogs." 

Then with his arms he clasped me round the neck. 

Kissed my &Ge with, " Disdainest, soul, my doom 1 

Blessed was she that held thee in her womb." 

Haughty this person was in living world ; 

There's naught of good bis memory to adorn. 

And BO hie shade is furious and forlorn. 

How many mighty kings are now above. 

Shall one day stand like hogs within their stye. 

Disparaging their memory terribly. 

" Master," said I, " what pleasure shall I take, 

To see the filthy waters o'er him break, 

Before we come to issue from the lake !" 

And he to me — " Before you reach the bank. 

Your wish to see it will be satisfied — 

It is a wish that wiU not be denied." 

A little after this, the raoe of mud 
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HELL. 

Led oa the aaeault in such outrageous ranks, 

For that I still to Ood give praise and thanks. 

All shouted — " To Filippo Ai^enti !" 

That spirit Florentine, without a wreath, 

Turned on himself attacking with his teeth. 

Here left we him — no more of him I say. 

But now mj eara assailed the sound of pain, 

Formrd intent mine eye, nor swerved again. 

And the good master, saying — " Well, my son, 

TIm <Aty now of Dis is dose at hand, 

With its grave citisens wiQi migh^ band." 

And I — " Master, the minarets e'en now, 

l/xA there, within the volley, sure I see ; 

Vermilion as it were iuuing, fiery." 

And he to me — " It ia the eternal fire, 

KitiHling within, whidi makes the reddened glow 

Thou see'at in this infernal depth below." 

How had we come within the deepened moat 

That ramparted that earth disconsolate : 

To me the walls appeared of iron wei^t. 

Not without circuit came we to the place ; 

When as the pilot cried, as boat came near. 

" Go forth — this is the place — you enter here." 

More than a thousand saw I o'er the gate 

Of those who rained from heaven, who fiercely cried, 

" Who 's he that treads this path who has not died. 

Advancing thus to kingdoms of the dead t" 

My master sage a ngnal 'gan to make. 

In secret with them that he wished to speak. 

Then for a while they cloeed their great disdain, 

And said, " Come thou, let him go back again. 
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Who with Btudk ardour entered this domain. 

Let him retrace the fooUah path he took. 

Prove that he knows it ; thou, hia leader, bide, 

Throu^ such dark country who have been hia guide." 

Hunk, reader, was I comforted at this. 

To hear of these accursed words the sound ; 

Ketnm by me, I Ihoiig^t, would ne'er be found. 

" Seven timea by thy care, leader ! have I 

Been saved from danger, and the toils unbound 

Of peril deep that cinctured me around. 

Leave me not," said I ; " am not I undone 1 

Farther to ^, if not for me decreed. 

Let us retrace the path again with epeed." 

And he, my tdgnor and conductor aaid — 

" Fear not that any can our passage bar. 

Or take away what 's g^ven by such a power : 

But here expect me, and thy weary soul 

Comfort with food of heavenly hope, console ; 

In this low world desertion shalt not thol&" 

And so he went, and there abandoned me. 

The gentle &ther : I remained a prey 

To conflict in my head 'twizt yea and nay. 

What he proposed to them I could not hear ; 

But scarcely had he stood bemde that orew, 

When each at once within, pell-mell, withdrew. 

And then our adverfiariee shut the gat^ 

In my lord's boeom, who was left without. 

And turned to me with footsteps clc^ged with doubt 

His eyes inclined to earth, from forehead now 

AU boldness was erased ; he said with nghs, 

" To dolefbl oases who my right denies !" 
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And he to me — " Becauae I'm troubled, ne'er 
Astomdied be ; 111 conquer in tba proo( 
Strive how thejr ma^ to keep my stepa aIoo£ 
Tfai» utter uegUgenoe a nothing new ; 
Before they used it at the seraet gate, 
Which still is found without the bolt of &to. 
Above it thou beheldst tbe deadly writ, 
And by its entranoe one desoende the pit. 
Without an escort through its cirdee lit, 
By whom alone this land ahall opened be." 



CANTO IX. 

Ml colour, whioh betokened coward fear, 

Beoanae I saw my master turn again. 

The sooner chased the fear he felt within. 

Attentive, firm, he listens like a man 

Whose eyes to lead no proepect is allowed, 

Through blackening air and through the gathering cloud. 

" Tet must we conquer in the oonteet near," 

Began -. " if not, there's oSer of such aid, 

But^ oh ! bow long the other is delayed." 

I saw quite well my master bad impaired 

The words first spoke with others in their train. 

Which difi'ered from them in the main. 

But notwithstanding fear would not abate. 

Because I drew the mutilated speech 

To meaning worse, perhaps, than it oould reach 

" To depth of this profound and hollow shore 
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Has ever one deaoended can be named, 
Whose penalty is hope for ever lamed t" 
This question asked I. " Rarelj," he replied, 
" It happens among us, the Bhadea below. 
That any travel road through which I ga 
Once, it is true, down here I waa before. 
Coloured by that Eriotbo's deadly call, 
Who can the shadows in their fiesh enthrall, 
From Judas' circle spirit to recaU. 
That is much lower place, much more obscure, 
And fartiher from the circling vault of heaven : 
I know the way, accept the surety given. 
This lake that such a noisome stench exhales, 
The doleful city compasseth around : 
Henceforth we enter but with angiy sound." 
Other thing he said, but 'tia not in my mind. 
For then my eye diverging was instead. 
To see at top the high tower glowing red ; 
When in one moment, forward and erect. 
The three infernal fiiriee tinged with blood. 
Females they were in form and attitude. 
With hydras round them of the deepest green. 
Adders and scorpions twist, i>ist«ad of hair : 
Such the fierce temples of ihe times wear. 
Aoquainted with the wretched servants, he, 
Of the dire queen of never-ending cries. 
" Behold there," he said, " the fierce £rinnys ; 
This is Megsera, as you look to left ; 
This lamenting on the left 's Alectro ; 
Tisiphone between," and said no more. 
Each with her nails was tearing at her breast. 
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BeaUog theinaelveB with palms, and shrieked so loud, 

I to the poet dung, myself to ahroud. 

" Medusa come I of him enamel make. 

For we," they all exclaimed, with downward look, 

" No tiifliiig vengeanoe upon Theseus tooL" 

" Turn thee around, and keep thine ^elids shut ; 

For if the Gorgon onoe shall meet thine eye, 

There will be no return to upper sky." 

So said my master, and himself me turned. 

Nor trusted to my hands the task alone. 

That theu he should not close them with his own. 

Oh ye who have the understanding aaoe ! 

Regard the doctrine that is hid in this. 

Nor under veil of verse the meaning miss. 

And now there came, across the turbid wave, 

Sound of alarm of tumultuous roar : 

The echoing shudder ran along eaeh shore, 

Not otherwise than when a rising wind, 

Impetuous borne irom adversary heats, 

Stnkes on the foreet it o'erwhelming meets — 

Rends down the branches, carries them a&r ; 

In front the dusty whirlwind proudly goes, 

And beasts and shepherds flee the &tal blows. 

Hj eyes he loosed, and said, " The nerve of light 

Direct now o'er that froth that foamed of old. 

Beyond that smoke, more bitter to behold." 

As frogs, before the ewpent enemy. 

Make through the waters in retiring band. 

Until each one is lodged within the land, 

Thousand and more of ruined souls I saw 

Fly thus before the bee of cme whose sole 
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The waters vet not of the Stygian pool. 

From count«nanoe removed tb' unwholeeome air 

Hia left hand moved like one engaged to swim : 

Twns that air Uiat seemed alone t' taaaoy him. 

Well could I perceive a messenger from heaven, 

And, turned to me, my master signal made 

Quiet to stand, to him incline my head. 

And ah I how fall appeared he of diadain 1 — 

Came to the gate, and touched it with a wand — 

It opened aa entirely at command. 

" Oh ! chased from heaven, ye oont«mned race," 

Commenoed he, while he stood o'er threshold dire, 

"Whence this excees of inaolenoe and iret 

Why will you kick against the Sovereign will I 

You cannot atop, retard, nor pain abate : 

Bemember He has oft increased its wei^t 

What Ixwts it thus to butt against the &te8 1 

Tour Cerberus, you recollect, you know, 

BeaiB marks of this upon his throat and Jaw." 

Returned to go aoroee the filthy way, 

To us he motioned not, who saw the trace 

Of man, whom oilier thoughts and cares embrace 

Ifian that of him who is before his &ce ; 

And we advanced our footsteps to the land, 

Secure in sacred aooenta of command. 

Within wo entered without any war. 

And E, vho had tiie wish to see, observed 

The fortreee, and condition it preserved. 

Entering, mine eye I turned beyond the way. 

And viewed on every hand a wide champaign. 

Replete with boitow and with wicked pain. 
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Ab when at Arlee the rapid Rhone stands still, 
Or aa at Pola, by Qiuimaro'a round, 
that closes Italy, and laves its bound, 
The sepolchrM make all the place a mound — 
So did they there, in eaoh diviaioned heap, 
Save that more bitter things disturb their sleep ; 
For 'midst the sepulchres were frequent flames, 
By which throughout they were inflamed with fire — 
Nor e'en could iron better forge desire. 
Suspended there was every lid of death : 
From out were ushered such lamenting howls 
As come from miserable and ii^ured souls. 
And I — " Master, who are the nation there ) 
Who are interred within the frequent vaults, 
Thai, make us fbel Uieir plaintive, Bad assaults t " 
And he to me — " Tba heretics are there, 
With those that followed them, of every sect j 
And mora are in the tombs than you'd expect — 
Like wltti his like is buried in this place. 
TIm monnments have more and lees of heat ;" 
And to the rij^t hand then inoUned hia feet, 
Betwem tlie ramparts and the martyrs' seat. 



CANTO X. 

Thbodoh a strait alley now we go, that ran 
Between the wall and wbera the torment smoulder^ 
Hy Duster, myself behind his shoulders. 
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"Oh Iiig^eet worth, who by the impious gyres 

Condnoteat me 1 eatiafy, if you please, 

My wish to hear thee — give my epirit ease. 

The nation that reclines amid the tombs — 

May they be seen 1 each coffin-Ud the; raise, 

And g:uard — there's none to interrupt the gase." 

And he to me — " Again will all be shut, 

When from Jehosqthat the soul returns, 

And brings that form which now the earth iuums. 

Their cemetery in this direction lies, 

With all the followers Epicurus dums, 

Who make the souls to perish with their frames. 

But to the question which you made me late — 

Here will tfaey satisfy, and here reveal 

The secret of Hie wish you now oonoeaL" 

" To thee, my guide, my heart is never shut ; 

From thee, my leader good, I have but hid 

My too much speet^ erewhile yon li^tly chid." 

" 0, Tuscan traveller I through the peopled fire 

Alone who goest, and so discreet in speech, 

This place to rest in, let me thee beseech. 

Thy language this proclaims thy birth to be 

Of noble native oountiy, so expressed i 

That land perhaps too much I did molest" 

From out an archM vault the sudden sound 

Arose, which made my steps somewhat incline, 

In fear, to reach the noble master mine. 

And be to me — " Why tumi — ^what is the cause ? 

See, Farinata 'b raised himself upright 

Up from the girdle. You will see him quite." 

I had my &oe already fixed on his, 
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Erect with brow and oheet, to bear tlie brunt, 

Ab if he would e'en hell itoelf at&ont. 

My leader, with courageous hand, was prompt 

To push me throu^ the aepuldirea to him. 

He said — " Now let your wcvds distinctneaH aeem." 

At the foot of his tomb as eoon as I, 

Ue for a spatx he eyed diBdainiully, 

Then asked me — " Yoor onoestoTS, who were they t" 

And I, to whom obedience was deeire, 

Concealed not aught, but eveiything revealed ; 

At which hia eyebrow for a while upheld. 

And then, " The fieroeet adversaries were they 

Of me, my party, and the race that nursed — 

Tbedr musters, therefore, have I twice disperaed." 

" Thou^ chased, they came again from every side. 

Both one and Ihe other time," I replied : 

" To learn thsit leeaon youn have never tried." 

And then arose, uncovering from the u^t, 

A shade that came exactly to the chin. 

Which seemed to me its knees nprinng on. 

Round me it looked, as if it were denre 

Another form to see within its Boope ; 

But after quite extinguished was that hope, 

Throu^ this dark prison, he weeping said — " If you 

Advance, by loftdnees of genius led, 

liy aon, why has not he accompanied t" 

And I to him — " I come not of myself ; 

There's one expecting me will there remain, 

Uaply your Guido has had in disdain." 

The words he spoke, the measure of his pain, 

The lenon taught me how to read his name — 
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That waa the cause reply so (aXlj came. 

On a sudden he raised himself upright t 

" How has had, audst thou — is he not olive t 

In daylight sweet does he no longer thrive I " 

Feroeiving then that some delay I made, 

Before to qaeetion I the answer gave, 

He feU supine again within Ihe grave. 

Bat ihs oihst, that soul magnanimouB 

Whose post I watched, ne'er altered his aspect, 

Nor bowed his side, nor seemed to move his neck. 

" And i^" continuing what at firet he said, 

" These arts, you say, tliey have but lamely learned— 

'TIS torment more than bed wherein I'm burned. 

Not fifly times shall be returned that light 

Of lady's &ce who r«gns in dark twilight. 

Of arts like these when thou shalt Gnd the weight 

Now, as thou wouldst to pleasant world return, 

Tell me the cause that people are so fierce, 

Uy kindred in each law of theirs to pieroe." 

" The ravage," I replied, " the great outrage. 

Which made the Arbia's waters died in red. 

Have made such prayen within our temple said." 

'Twas after that he sighing shook his head. 

" In that^' said he, " I was not diigle, nor 

Was without cause with others heretofore. 

But then, when not a finger would have stirred 

Florence to save, my voice alone was heard — 

Its ruin to resist with open word." 

" Thy seed, oh may they find at last repcne 1" 

Besouj^t I him : " unloose this knot entwined. 

Which here entangled has my anxious mind. 
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It would appear youaav, if I am ri^t, 

Before, what time as yet has not imrolled. 

But jet ihe present you do not behold." 

" We can behold, like one whose sif^t is bad. 

The things," said he, "more distant and remote : 

A ray of splendour from the Hi^est shot, 

When they approach our intellect, is vain, 

Unleea from others we some insight gain. 

Of human race no knowledge we attain, 

But understand that all is dark beside. 

Beyond the point ordained by &te. 

Where of the fiiture he has shut the gate." 

And then, as one who felt compunction Htrong, 

Said I — " Now tell that fidling shade, reclined. 

That to the living still bis son is joined. 

If this reply of mine before was mute, 

Hake him to know that I was then involTod 

la error, which your speech has now dissolved." 

And already my master me recalled : 

I prayed the spirit, with entreating E^>eech, 

His sad oompanions and their names to teach. 

" Here than a thousand are there where I he : 

Within here is Frederick the Second, 

And the Cardinal" Of othera not a. sound, 

After that was hid ; and towards the antique 

Poet I turned my steps, revolving then 

lliat speech which seemed to me of hostile men. 

Himself he moved, and, as we went along, 

He said — " Why are you anxious and distressed ?" 

And then I spoke and satisfied request 

" What thou hast heard against thee, let thy mind 
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Preeerre," the tiage commanded as I gased. 
" Kow tnar\L me here," and thea his finger raised ; 
" Wlien thou ahalt be before the dazzling ray 
Of her whose eye sees all things like the day, 
From her ^oult learn of life thy fiiture way." 
Nearer to the left hand then he turned hie feet ; 
We left the wall, vent to the midat bypatii, 
Which strikes into a nei^bonring valley. 
Whose steeps above th' exhalationB rally. 



CANTO XI. 

At the extremity of a loffy ridge. 

Which broken rocks into a circle formed, 

Our forward steps more cruel brambles harmed. 

And here, &om horrible efSuvia 

In ezceaa the abyss profound cast up, 

We hied I)ehind a momunental cope, 

A writing on the which I saw, which said, 

" The Pope AnastaaiiiB I protect ; 

j^otinus him withdrew from life direct" 

" Deaoending here, onr steps must needs be slow ; 

The sense to reoonoile, the steps retards. 

To the sad time it soon no more r^jarda." 

My master ao : and I—" Some reoompense," 

Said I, " that passing time may not be tost." 

And he, " Tis this with whioh my mind's engrossed. 

Uy son, within these circling rocks yon see," 

He then commenced to say, " are droles three, 
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HKLL. 

From BUp to step like thorn you leave with me — 

Sufficient nftenrards for us the ai^t : 

Now mark the how and why they're in this plight 

Of evil deed, that 'a stamped with hate in heaven, 

Ib injuiy the end. Each end 'b attained 

With force or fraud, by which another's pained. 

Since fiwid is tlien the natdve ill of man. 

It m<H« diepteaaes Qod ; beneath tlie Tault, 

The Eraadtdent the deeper paioa aaaault — 

Of BODS of violence, the first circle 'a ftill. 

Since to three peraoos violence ie done, 

In three distinct constructed gyree they groan : 

To God, to ael^ and to neighbour, oan one 

Do force. Of tbeee 111 speak, of their affairs. 

As yon shall hear when fiuther speech declares. 

There's death by force, by wounds of bitter pain 

To neighbour given, and to the estate they bold ; 

Ruins, and fires, and depredatioiia bold, 

Whence homicidee, and every violent band. 

Robbers and thievee, where each tormented sinks 

In the first circle, but in different ranks. 

Upon himsd^ and upon bia own goods, 

May man lay violent hand ; and thus is pent 

In second circle proper punishment. 

Whoe'er de joivea himself of living world. 

His talent swallows up or wast«s away. 

And weeps, where cheerfrilneas should hold the sway. 

Force may be done to the Deity, when 

Pnoiouiioe denying or blaspheming men, 

Desiwring Nature, good within their ken : 

And hence the lener gyre, tliat, circling sealx 
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Sodom aud Cahorg with their bitter tdgns, 

Contemptuous heart-speech against Ood cooiiueti. 

And fraud, that every oonadenoe can corrode — 

Fraud ma; be practised against them who trust, 

And those who put no confidence in dust 

This seems to come behind, it only elaya 

The kindly chtuns of love that nature binds. 

Heuoe, in the leaser circle, station finds 

Hypocrisy, flattery, and sorcery ; 

Falsification, robbery, simony. 

Seduction, quarrels, and brutality. 

In tlie otlier mode, that love is forgot 

Which Nature mskes, and that to it a'^oined 

By f^>e(ual &ith, created in tbe mind. 

Hence, in low centre-point of universe, 

Where Dites has his ruling seat assumed. 

Whoe'er betrays eternally 's consumed." 

And I — " Master, your reasoning dear, as it proceeds, 

Distinguishes this dungeon of distress. 

As well as all the people who possess. 

But tell me why those of the dull stagnant lake, 

Whom the wind carries, and the rain ossbUb, 

Whose bitter tongue the inward strife unveils — 

Why are they not within that reddening fire. 

Whose city walls reflect th' avenging ire 

Of Ood t — if not, why doee such feshiou tire 1" 

And he to me — " Why do you dream so far I " 

Said he, " Your genius wanders from its wont, 

Or else your mind on otlier thoughts is bent. 

Rememberest not the words with which the page 

Of ethics, thy philosophy, is full 1 
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Three dispositioaB, contrary to will 

Of God, — incontineDoe, malice, aad mad 

BrutuhneBB. Incontmence least ofieada, 

And less of puniahment the vice attendB. 

I^ then, that judgment you regard aright, 

And think on whom the bounds without contain. 

Who seem repentance fruitlees to Bustain, 

Well may jou see why fi*om these spirits fell 

They 're parted ; why beavea for less torment oalls, 

Leas Btrcoig the hammer of its justice falls." 

" Thou sun, that clearest every clouded nght. 

You BO content me to diasolve the knot, 

To know is scarce so pleasing as to donbt" 

" nuloot^y," he said, " to him who marks 

Its progrew down, not in one part alone. 

Like Nature's sel( its parent couiee will own 

From the divine intellect, work of God. 

And if the sdeuce physical you mind. 

Not many pages will you scan to find 

Your art unswerving follow, if it could, 

As master makes the scholar learn, who would, 

So that your art's the child of child of God. 

For these two, if ri|^t considered in the mind, 

From Gnt of Oene«s the truth receive. 

Life and advancement to the nations gave. 

But usury has ta'en another way, 

Deepiuug Nature and her handmud Art, 

Far other hopes his light of life impart. 

But follow me, for I would &un advance. 

For, see, the Piscee on the horizon swim ; 
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THE VISION OF DANTE. 



Inclining now, flie Wain is o'er north-wei 
Our way ia down yon precipice's breast." 



CANTO XII. 



The place we came to, to descend the steep. 

Was Alpine, and the passage headl<»ig down, 

That to behold it ereiy e^ would shun. 

Such is that ruin on tbe mountain's flank. 

On this idde Trento, where the Adige cuts short. 

Through earthquake's force, or want of more support ; 

Where, &om the mount^n top, that once has moved, 

Down to the plain, disserered is the rock, 

Scarce entrance gives through elemental shock : 

Such was the precipice, the way to lock. 

And ou that very point of ruined strength, 

The iofiuny of Crete was stretched at length. 

Conceived within the feigned heifer's womb ; 

Who, when he saw, began himself to bite. 

Like one whose inward rage comes out to sight. 

Turned towards him my sage, and cried — " Forchanoe 

You think the Duke of Athens now has come, 

In world above who sealed your earthly doom ) 

Depart, thou monster I him advHadng here 

Thy sister leads not who the clue retains, 

For here he comes but to behold thy pains '." 

Such is the bull who bounds beneath the blow, 

Even as the death-blow strikes the victim's hide. 
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Advances not, but plunges to the side, 

Sncdi was the Miuotaur before my n^t 

He cried, — " Hia hay but a moment lends ; 

The eteep desoending, safety now attends." 

Deecending now the deft aitd obtumeled rock, 

Oft as the lengthened way new load would meet, 

Thoae craga would totter underneath my feet: 

Reflecting in my mind. " You tiiiuk," he Btud, 

"Why of thiamin to defend the bound, 

That beetial rage, which late I came te wound 1 

Now, I would have you know, the time before 

That I came down to thia infernal hole, 

This rifted rock had not begun to fell ; 

Bat certain tia, if I can well diacem. 

He came, who bore the mighty q>oil away, 

F>om npper circle, under Ditee* sway. 

On eve>7 aide the loAy valley shook 

And trembled so, I thought the universe 

That love perceived, whioh, on recurring yean, 

Can turn the world te chaoa with its tears. 

ITiat moment seveied waa the hoaiy rock, 

Rolled and swerved o'ertuming from the ahock ; 

Bnt, on the valley look, approaches now 

The enaangnined river, in the boiling blood 

The violent 1^0 hurt another's good. 

O blind cupidity 1 foolish wrath I 

Through tlds ehort lif^ that apura them to the sleep. 

Eternally in tide like this to steep." 

An ample fosse I saw, in shape a bow. 

Like Uiat which all the level ground embraced, 

My guide had first within the jHtwpect placed. 
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The arrowed Centaurs nm along the Bpace, 

As in the world they're wont to join the chaae. 

When our deBcont they eaw, each checked bis couifie. 

Three from the Centaur troop were seeu to burst, 

With arrows and with lances chosen first ; 

And one cried — " From &r to trouble come ye, 

The precipice who are descending now, — 

Answer from thence, or else I draw the bow)" 

My master stud — " The answer we will moke 

To Chiron, when beside him we stand still : 

Evil and hasty ever was tby wili" 

He touched me then, and said — " Thia ia Nessus, 

Who for the love of Deianira died, 

And at the last revenged himself beade. 

And this iu the midst, upward from the breast. 

Is great Chiron, ^o nursed Achilles' path ; 

And Pbolo that, who was so fiill of wrath." 

Around the foase thousand to thousand ran, 

Shot at each soul, above the sanguine flood 

Emerging &rther than his fiiult allowed. 

To wild and nimble race we nearer cams : 

Chiron an arrow took, the notch upreared. 

With that on cheek-bones he repressed his beard ; 

And when he had disdoaed his mi|^ty mouth. 

To his companions said, — " His nature's such 

That one behind will move what he can touch : 

Not so the feet of Death are wont to do." 

And now my master, who had reached the chest 

Where the two natures into one compressed, 

Replied — " Alive he is, and is alone : 

Mine the deep VBiley to display to sight — 
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Necemity the cause, and not delist ; 

Sach waa the errand from the heaTenly choir — 

The task oommissioned unto me to give. 

No thief ia he, nor I soul fugitive. 

But by that virtue by the whioh I move 

Along these savage oraga — this rocky verge — 

One eacort give to take ua under charge. 

To show the way hy which we have to pass, 

"Who may place him aloft upon the croupe : 

He's uot a spirit, with the air to cope." 

Chiron turned himself to the right breast— said 

To Nessna — " Turn thyself and be his guide ; 

Enoounteriug otheis, keep them &om bis ^de." 

Under true eeoort we went on our way, 

By banks of that vermilion boiling flood, 

Where the boiled people seemed to shriek aloud. 

A nation there 1 saw to eyebrow plunged ; 

" l^ranta are they," tbe mighty Ceatanr said ; 

" In what they loved to shod they're overhead : 

Here, at tengtb, lament their merciless deeds. 

Alexander 's here ; Dionynus fierce, 

Tyrant who saddened SicUy for years ; 

And that dark-brow oomplezion, almost black, 

Ib AzioUne ; him &ir you now survey, 

Obimo of £etc : the truth to say. 

His stq)-6on robbed him of the living day." 

Turned to the poet's voice to catch the souud : 

" Hell be now your first, and I your secoiid." 

A little forther, where the Centaur filed 

Above a race emei^ng firom the tbroat — 

Thus fer above the boiling flood wo note— 
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He showed me then a solitaiy ahade— 

He to the bosom of his Uod who sent 

That heart above the Thames they still lameut. 

NatdouB I saw beyond the river mark, 

Who held their head and even thtar neck above ; 

Of several could I reoognition prove. 

Lower and lower now that blood became, 

And now it only came above the feet ; 

And here the paaaage of the fosse we meet : 

" In like manner as on this side you see 

The ebullitioQ ever shallower," 

The Centaur said, " b^eve what I aver, 

That on the other, downward more and more. 

The bottom presses, till at last it join 

The bounds which groaning tyroauy confine. 

The juetica, here, of heaven inflicts the pang 

On Attila, who was its eoourge on earth — 

I^rrhuB and Sextua — and, like milk, draws forth 

The tean which in a boiling current flow 

From Rinier Comet« — Rinier Pazxo — 

Who filled the ways of peace with war and sword." 

He turned himself and bo repassed the ford. 



CANTO XIII. 

From that point Naasus was not yet returned, 
When we began to enter through a wood, 
Marked by no path we found to be punued. 
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Ko freeb green leavee, but of a dusky hue ; 

Not amootb bou^is, but knotted twisted kind ; 

Nor ^plea were, but thome with poisoD rind : 

Mot half so rou^ the thick and gnarlod trunks 

Within that savage wild so hat«iul found. 

Between Cediia's and Conieto'a ground. 

The brutal harpea there their nests prepare. 

Whom from the Strophadee the Tngans chased. 

With sad annoQQcement of their Aiture waste. 

Broad winga they bare, and necks, and human face, 

Articulftted feet^ and belly wingE^ 

O'er the stiange ^eee their lamentation ringx. 

The good master — " Before we enter &r. 

These, you must know, are in the second gyie," 

B^an to tell me ; " and in that they 11 tire, 

Unttl yon see them in the horrid sand. 

But now regard them well, and soon you'll see 

How certain things with my disoourse agree." 

On every aide aroee the frequent cries, 

But person saw I none from whom they came. 

I stepped — perplexity poeeeased my frame. 

I believe that he thought that I believed 

From thickets, or men concealed within the same, 

That all the voices in the branches oame : 

" For Btnke," aaid he, " a young ahoot from a bough— 

From one of these that in the thioket grow — 

Your present thoughts will vanish with the blow." 

Fmward a litUe then I stretched my hand, 

And tender shoot took fr«m a thorny tree. 

The trunk eiolaimed, " Why do you shiver me T 

Soon as the deed was done, 'twas brown with blood, — 
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Began to cry, " Me wherefore do you tear 1 — 
Your Bpirit, then, doea no compoBsion share i 
We OQoe were men, but now are trunkg of trees. 
Tour hand more pil^ might have shown to wood, 
Had we been even of the serpent's brood." 
Like a green fi^got that begins to bum 
At one of its heads, while the other a^m 
And crackles as the breezes through it rise, 
So from the riven branch there came both words 
And blood ; made me the tapering top let fitll — 
Afirighted stand, like one whom fears appal 
" Could he have thought," the master said, " before, 
Offended soul I that such as this would chanoe. 
That he should witness what my rhymes advance, 
He had not stretched his hand against thy weal." 
The thing was so incredible, it made 
Me doubt — intending to persuade. 
" But tell him who thou wert, for then, perchance. 
When he returns, if world retain thy fiime, — 
'Twere some amendment to re&eah thy name.' 
" Inveiglest me with thy sweet speech," it said ; 
" I'll not be Edlent, and you will not grieve 
From me some little reasoning to receive. 
Twaa I two keys who held of Frederick's heart — 
Now dosed and now unclosed them at my will, 
Howe'er he turned, for such was once my skill ; 
From every man his secret thou^t would draw. 
Such duty to my glorions office brought, 
For it my veins and pubes went for naught. 
The harlot who Erom the Cieear's palace ne'er 
Withdraws the baseness of her eyelet's stare ; 
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The vice of courts, like peetileQce ia tur, 

InSamed agoiiuit me every neighbour's heart — 

Inflaming all — Augufitus last took fire, 

And all my blooming honoura turned to ire. 

Uy spirit, then, diadainfiil with disgust, 

Thought with my death to shun dishonoured dust. 

Unjust the deed, fiir I myself was just 

By the fresh tendrils of the rooted wood, 

I swear that I have never broken word 

Against mjwl^ against my honoured lord. 

If either to the world return again, 

Comfort my memoiy, lying in the grave, 

Beneath the wound which bitter envy gave." 

I paused ; and then, when he beheld me still, 

He said — " The present moment do not lose. 

But ask him other questions if you choose." 

Then I- — " Will you request his answer still, 

Whate'er you think may satisfaction give — 

My drooping spirit I must first revive. 

But yet," I recommenced, " if man perchance 

Hay &eely askjrou what your speech implies, 

Impart, imprisoned spirit I if you please ; 

And tell me how the aoul itself iu*rives 

Within these woody huts, and if you can 

Outspread from these the limb of living man." 

Deeper the breeze mghed through the trunk, and then 

lie wind was altered to a human cry — 

" Briefly to you," it said, "shall I reply. ' 

When &om the frame ferocious spirit flies, 

Hinoe conaigmi the soul iteelf could wound 

To low depth, to seventh avenging bound. 
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68 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

Foils in the wood, and not in chosen place, 

A bolt firom fortune's croBsbow, spot to meet. 

And there to germinate like grain of wheat, 

Rises to sapling or to woody plant. 

The haipiea pasture on, our leaves devotir. 

Occasion pain, and ope the gate to more. 

Like others we shall oome to seek our spoils. 

But ne'er again the body to invest ; 

For robber to receive would not be just 

Our train be here, and tltrough the wood of si^is, 

Suspended here the bodies of the dead, 

Each at the thorn which holds his troubled shade." 

Listening to the trunk intent we stand ; 

We thought 'twould speak again, and We should hear. 

When murmured sudden what surpriaed our ear. 

Twas like to that which beard is to approach 

The wild boar's den in chase^the sadden dash. 

The noise of wild beasts and the branches' crash. 

Lo ! two from left, outbounding in their flight, 

Naked and torn, the piercing bramble's wrath. 

The one in front — "Oh, gallop, gallop. Death !" 

The one behind, to whom his steps were slow — 

" Not BO your sinews stretched on Toppo's list, 

Lano, nor such a feeble power dismist" 

Then the foreepent and &iling breath, was seen to hush ; 

Himself he gathered up into a bush. 

Behind their track was all the woodland full 

Of black she-mastifib, ireful, eager, rash, 

Who ran hke greyhounds iiwiii ng fi?om the leash. 

On the poor wretch they fitstened with their teeth, 

And, lacerating, tore him limb from limb, 
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And grieving memben bore away with them. 

At that time the leader preMod me bj the hand. 

Led me to bush, lamenting, like the rain, 

Ita blee^ng wounds — bleeding alaa 1 in tuu. 

" Jacopo !" be said, "Bt Andrea ! 

What good from shelter thou hast made of me ! — 

Let Hone own wicked life recoil on thee." 

Above tbe branches, when the sage stood etdll, 

He Bud, " Who wert thou 1 — tell me, I beeeech. 

Who bleedeat thus, and pourest thy doleful speech." 

And he to ua — " Oh, ye united eoula ! 

Are ye come here to see dishonoured elf, 

Whose leaves are all diqointed, from himself 

l^y them by stem where rooted sorrow grows 1 

I was of city of the Baptist's abrine. 

Which former patron changed, fame to resign, 

And feel his anger in her arts' decline. 

Without thy waters, Amo, to delig^t^ 

Tbe city's self would scarce remain in aig^t 

Those citizens who laiaed her form anew 

Abore the aahee Attila had lefr, 

Would they have laboured, of their gains bereft ) 

From my own roof I hung the deadly weft" 



CANTO XIV. 



MovxD by the charity of native place. 
The scattered leaves coDeoted I restca^d 
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60 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

To him, with voice already hoarae and lowered. 

We came then to the boundaiy which divides 

The Becond circle fixtm the first, and where 

The arts of Justice horrible appear. 

New thiogB to manifest aright to view, 

I Bay that we arrived upon a land 

Upon whose bed no plant 'a allowed to stand : 

The wood of sorrow is its garland round. 

And Uie Bad fosse its correeponding bound. 

Our steps we closed upon the edge of ground — 

Not in another guise from what is dressed 

The land which Cato's footsteps once impressed. 

Avenging power of God I how should each fear. 

Who reads of this, arreatiDg with surprise. 

The u^t which manifestly met mine eyes ! 

I saw of naked souls the numerous herds, 

lamenting all, and miserably enough, 

In diverse parties, from the rest aloo£ 

One nation lay supinely on the ground, 

And one was gathered all into a seat, 

And other went continually on feet ; 

The one advancing round by &r the moat, 

And those which lay in torment were the less, 

But tongue more loosed, their anguieh to express. 

Above the expanse of sand, with lingering &11, 

Dilated flakes of lire to earth inclined. 

As in the Alps the snows, without the wind. 

As Alexander, in the hotter parts 

Of India, found descending on his ranks, 

To earth the flames its thirst; bosom drinks ; 

He charged his ranks to trample on tlie soil, 
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Of mngle fire the onward progresB tomes, 
Denjing tbua the fuel to the flames : 
So downward fell the eTerlastdng heat ; 
Inflamed the sand, as vmder atoTe fire, so ! 
And thus redoubled unimagined woe. 
Without repoBe, as if they trifled, flung 
From ade to eide their miserable hands, 
As the fresh flame a movement fresh demands. 
" Uaater," I said, " who hast all tiunga o'ercome, 
Elxcept the encounter of the demons dire, 
Who issued &om the gate they closed in ire. 
Who ia that great one t It would eeem he cares 
Not for the flames, wrapt in disdainful pride, 
Asif tiie shower could not invade his aide." 
And this same one, aware that I had asked 
My leader who he was, himself then cried, 
" Such was I when I lived, and such I died. 
If JujHter his workman wearied out. 
Struck with sharp thunderbolt before he fbll, 
(By which percusmon, too, I came to hell,) 
And if he still &tigue the rest in turn, 
In Mon^bello, at the blackened foige. 
And ciy, ' Good Vulcan, help and onward urge ! ' 
And if again, as in Pblegrea's field, 
With arrow shoot at me with all his might, 
No vengeance shall he have that can delight." 
My leader qKike then with redoubled force, 
Such aa I had not heard, " Capaneus 1 
Uuquenched thy pride ; of punishment less use — 
No torment could surpass thy raging pride, 
Or equal, thorn-like, that within thy side." 
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Turned afterwards to me with milder lip — 

" or the seven kings was this who Thebes bedded, 

And much the Deity by him outraged — 

Little he prises, &eata him with Hiilj^iTi 

But, as I told him, his deepitea within 

Must wound him with retributory pain. 

Now come behind me — aae you do not place 

Your onward feet upon the burning sand : 

To keep by wood your footsteps close command." 

Was silent j— then we reached a place from whence 

Came rivulet gushing from the wood to bend, 

So red, it makes my hair atiU stand on end. 

Such Bullicame's streamlet isBuing hot. 

Apportioned there beside the evil door ; 

So glides it downward by the sandy shore. 

Its bottom there, and both its banks, are made 

Of rocks whose margins are dilated wide : 

Liberty to pass, methought, was not denied. 

" Of all besidee I have displayed to thee, 

Since through the frowning portal first we hied. 

To pass whose threshold is to none denied ; 

Naught have you met so worthy of r^ard. 

Or aught like this the tdream to which you came, 

Above it quenching every fiery fame." 

These words my leader had pronounced to me, 

My curioeity I wished appeased, 

B^;ged him to feed the hunger he had raised. 

" In middle of the sea a land there is, 

Called Crete, once rich, but now conagoed to waste. 

Under whose king the world erewhile was chaste. 

A moimtiuu in it lies which used to smile 
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With water and with leaves, Ida," he said, 

" But now deserted like a thing forbid. 

Rhea selected cradle fbr her son ; 

When the child wept, would etill, t' avoid surprise, 

Conceal his wee[»ng with another's cries. 

Within the mountain stands a mighty fonn. 

Its shoulders to Damiata nearer. 

Unto Rome it looks as to its mirror. 

Its head is formed of noblo metal, gold ; 

Of arms and breast in silver pure the work, 

And then is brazen downward to the fork ; 

Beneath from thence is made of iron tampered. 

Save the right foot^ which is of potter's claj, 

On that ereoter than the left will stay. 

Exoept where it is gold, each part is broke 

With fissure, dropping tears at every spot. 

Whose stream united hollowed out that grot ; 

To valley then in crumbling course descends. 

And forms Acheron, Stji, and Fhlegetou. 

Advancing after through tiiis channel on 

At last to place from whence there's no descent, 

Cocytos makes : but of this lake the state 

Voull see yourself and I need not relate." 

And I to him — " If present rivulet 

In such a manner from our world 'e derived. 

At edge why have we only now arrived 1" 

And he — " You know the situation 's round. 

Far as you 've come at each desoending turn. 

From left, to reach at last the lowest bourne, 

You have not compassed yet ite utmost bound. 

Within it, then, should aught appear per chance. 
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Why marvela more at that jour coimteiuuice 1" 
And I Btill — " Uaater, where is Lethe found. 
And Phlegeton 1 — the one your Bpeech restrains. 
You Bay of other that from this it nuns T 
" With all your questions surely I am pleased : 
To red and boiling stream I leave the task 
To solve the mystery of the one you ask. 
Lethe you 11 see, but 'tis beyond this fosse, 
Where spirits come to wash within its wave — 
Repented and removed th' offence they gave." 
Then said, " But now 'tie time to quit the wood : 
Observe that you exactly follow me. 
Margined ways escape from burning anguish, 
O'er them every ardent cloud extinguish." 



CANTO XV. 

Ore of the rooky margins bears us where 

Ascending vapour o'er the stream appears, 

To keep from fire the water and the piers. 

As between Obent and Bruges the Flemings stop 

The swelling flood from darting on their lands, 

And shelter make from which the sea reboimda 

Along the Brenta thus the Paduans, 

To defend their cities and their castles, 

Unljl the Chiarentiua summer feels. 

In form like such were these embankments made. 

Lofty and large, the channel to protect, 
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Raised hj whatever master architect 

Aod now we wandered, parted from the wood, 

That itB direction e'en escaped my ken. 

Although I turned to view it ooce agaio ; 

When we encountered band of gathered soula 

Who came along the pier, and every one 

Swarded us, as when the evening's down, 

Each marks the other in the bri^t new moon ; 

With sharpened ^ebrow tlieir inspection try. 

As an old tailor at his needle's eye. 

Bj snob a family eyed as this, at last 

One recognised me, and b^an to seize 

Ue hy the skirt, and cried, " What marvel 's thisl" 

And when he stretched his hand to me, I looked. 

And fixed my eyes upon his shrivelled face ; 

Thai sctffohed, sbuned visage could not, for a space, 

Conceal his countenance from my spirit's gaze. 

Towards his face my hand [ then inclined, 

RepUed — " Is't you. Brunette, here I find T 

And he — " My son, let it not displease thee. 

If Brunette Latini turn backward 

With thee to speak : let the rest go forward," 

I said — " I pray thee, as much as I can : 

U you would I ^ould sit with thee, I will, 

If it should please bim with whom I travel." 

" My son," said be, " whoe'er of all this lierd 

Stops for a moment, lies a hundred years. 

Nor fans the form the burning fire-flake sears. 

Then onward, and beside thy garments, 1 

Within tiie ranks of company close 

Who go lamenting their eternal woes." 
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I had QOt courage to descend &om path 

To walk beflide him, but inclined my hettd. 

Like one whom reverenoe and submiEsion iway ed. 

And he oommenoed — " What fortune, destiny. 

At last has brou^t thee to this lower world 1 

And who is he who has the path unfurled t " 

" Yonder above, in li& that ia serene," 

Replied 1, " in a ralle; was I loet, 

Before mine age had felt th' ^tproaohing frost. 

Yester-mom my ahouldere turned I away, 

This one appeared at firet-oommeiiciiig bourne." 

And he to me — " If you pursue your star, 

A glorious port cannot but follow this, 

Unless thy life's feir page I read amiss. 

And were 1 not untimely t^us deceased, 

Seeing so kind to thee benignant heaTcn, 

To help your woric should I have comfort given. 

But that ungrateful and malignant race, 

DiBplays from Fiesole ila old descent — 

like the rude mountain, and the nigged flint, 

Even for your merit proves adverse to thee. 

And reason, will, bow can the sour crabs suit, 

Or grow beside the sweet fig's pleasant fruit 1 

An ancient feme in world reports them blind — 

Race envious and avaricious, proud : 

See that thou oleanse thee from such manners' cloud ! 

Thy fortune honour such reserves for thee ; 

For thee one and other party hungerath. 

But keep the herb beyond the wild goat's teeth ; 

Let Hesolan beasts make litter of themselves, 

Not of plant the juices of the spring fill, 
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If bat one arise upon their dimghill, 

In vhich revives the sacred seed of thoee 

Of Roman race who there Teraained at rest, 

When of suoh malice it waa made the nesL" 

** Of all my wish oould I receive flill scope," 

I said, " yoQ would not be, aa now, a man 

Beneath the world and under nature's ban ; 

For fixed within the mind, it now aggrieves 

Tb; dear good image of paternal care, 

Such as thou wert in world, my teacher, where 

Eternity thou tau^t'st, and sacred fear ; 

And, while I live, 'tis meet the tongoe you taught 

Should keep remembrance of the lenon wrought 

The coBise I follow now, narrated soon, 

I wiH preserve, review its character, 

With one who 11 know 't if I arrive at her ; 

For such desire I have to maoifeet 

The conscious truth, and not myself deoeive. 

If fortune, &vour, ready to receive, 

This gentle eameat is not new to me. 

But Fortune roll h» wheel stiU up and down 

Aa pleaaee her, his mattock ply the down." 

Hy master then on the right cheek turned him 

Backward, to see me and exprees bis thou^ta ; 

And then remarked — " He listens well who notes." 

Not even for this we stopped, discoursed the lees 

With Sir Bnmetto, and begged him to quote 

Companions the chie^ and of the moat nota 

And he to me — "To know of some were good. 

Of others to be silent laudable, — 

All to name the time is scarcely able, 
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To Bum the matter, all of these were clerks, 

Great in literature and of mighty feme : 

One sin there is that constitutes their shame. 

PriHcian goes with the miserable crowd ; 

Francesco, Accorso'a son, may be seen — 

To see such blot if any wish has been. 

Even him you might have seen, by servants' servant 

From Amo taken to Bacohilion — 

Abused, corrupted nerves to leave alone. 

More I could speak o( but no longer speech, 

Nor travel; yonder I see, across the land, 

A new mist rimng from the distant sand : 

A company comes with whom I must not be. 

Let me my Trearwre recommend to thee, 

In which I still survive. Grant this to ma" 

He turned as if he were of those to run, 

To ti7 their speed across Verona's pltun, 

For the green mantle which the first will gain ; 

And in his gait and manner I could trace 

The one who conquers, not who 's lost the raoe. 



CANTO XVI. 

In place I was resounded, where the hum 

Of waters &lling to the seoond ronnd, 

Such aa the bees make, a murmuring sound ; 

When we beheld three shadows which deported. 

Running from troop which passed beneath the rain 
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Of fiery boitow and of bitter pain. 

Tow&rda ub they ctime, and ea43h one cried aloud — 

" Stay ! By the habit in the which you stand. 

You are a native of our evil land." 

Alaa ! the old and recent scars I saw. 

The fire stamped in and burnt upon their members. 

Unabated edge of grief remembeia 

" Attend to tliese," my teacher cried — " attend !" 

He turned his &ce toward me : " Here remain. 

True courtesy to show, nor speech restrain." 

And were it not the arrowy shower 

Forbids advanoe, then surely I should deem, 

To look that haste became thee more than them. 

When, ae they stopped, they recommenced their strain ; 

And when they reached still nearer to our bound. 

All three then wheeled, and formed a circling round. 

Like as the naked chsimpions, smeared with oil. 

Look for their hold, for vantage watching stand, 

Before they close in struggle on the sand ; 

Thtu wheeled, directed every one his face 

To me, the feet at variance with the neck. 

The one advanced, the other still looked back. 

" And if the misery of this hollow place 

Turn to despite ouiselves, and e'en our prayers," 

Said he, " and visage which the burning sears. 

Oh, let our feme incline thy mind to say 

Who art thou, to imprint thy living feet 

So safely on th' infernal tracks yon meet i 

Ho irtioae fresh footmarks yon behold me trace. 

Thus naked and despoiled of all, to grieve, 

Was one of greater rank than you'd believe : 



itv Google 



TO THE VISION OF DANTE. 

Qnmdson was he of Gualdarttda good ; 

His name was Guidoguerra when he lived — 

Enough with aenae as well as sword achieved. 

Nearer, the one whose footsteps pram the sand, 

Tc^hiaio Aldobrandi, whose voice 

Acoeptaaoe m^it have met, and &voursd choice. 

This post of torment I who keep with them 

Jaoopo Rnsticuoci was ; and sure. 

More fierce the wife who oould her mate immure." 

Had I been sheltered from the fire, I would 

Have tltrown myself beneatii among the three — 

I think the teacher would have sufiered me. 

But as I should have been both bumed and scorched, 

The terror oonquered thus the good desire, 

Whioh made me to embrace them onoe aspire. 

Then I oommenoed— " Tjs not despite, hut grief, 

Which your condition fixed within my breast — 

So much, it cannot soon dislodge the gueet: 

As soon as my master had inibrmed m^ 

In words by which I judged, before you oame. 

What you might be, I've found you now the same. 

Of your own land am I, and evermore 

Tour deeds and honoured namee, when mentioned there. 

Affection's sdf would traoe^ affection hear. 

1 leave the gall, go through the apples sweet. 

Promised by leader true, with whom I wand ; 

But to the centre I must first descend." 

" Hay spirit long aooompany your limbs," 

Replied he then, " and may th' enduring mind 

Shine after death, and leave your Eune behind. 

Do courte^ and valour inhabit yet — 
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For these were once within the dly found — 

Or have the; cast these inmates quite beyond 1 

Quif^ebno Borsiere grieves us now, 

Who lately joined our company, with words 

Which added torments to our pains affords." 

"The new-oome people, and the sudden gains, 

In thee, O Florence I have i»x)duo8d excess 

And pride, the double source of thy distress :° 

Thus 1 exclaimed with elevated face. 

These three, who thought it was mine answer, sooth. 

Looked on each other as one looks at truth : 

" If only this it ooet another time," 

Replied they all, " to answer questions asked, 

Ha[^y is he who has so slightly tasked. 

Of these same plaoes, if you 'so^m the plains 

Betunung t« review the beauteous stars, 

Beoount with pleasure, while attention hears, 

And tell our stories to the people's ears." 

Then broke the wheel, b^an to use their feet, 

Th«r limbs appeared like wings, they were so fleet ; 

llwie was not space to utter one amen, 

So suddenly from out our sight withdrew. 

At which the master chose to move anew. 

To follow I ; nor had we wandered fitr 

Before tbe sound of waters came more near. 

That, whm we talked, ourselves we scarce could hear. 

Within its chaniwl so (hat rivar runs, 

HVoin If ount Venili as to south indinee, 

Descending left side of the Appeninea, 

Stream which on high is Aoquacheta named ; 

From thenoe it plunges to its lower bed, 
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Arrives at Forli, where the name is dead ; 

Re-echoing &11b above Sunt Benedict ; 

From out the Alps to reach one channel seems, 

Might separate there into a thouBand streams. 

From a steep bank 'twas thus descending down, 

Bflsounding near the tinctured waters crossed, 

Which stunned the sense, to hearing almost lost. 

I had a cord, with it was cinctured round, 

With which, on one occaaon, I had thought 

The wild and painted leopard to have caught. 

When once the whole of it I had unwound, 

In prompt obedience to my guide's command, 

Gathered and coiled, I gave it to his hand. 

To the right side, from thence, himself he turned, 

And, at a little distance from the brink. 

Discharged it down the precipice to mnk. 

Some new thing sure to this must needs reply. 

'Twos thus I hailed myself, the novel sign. 

My maatea: seemed to follow with his eyne. 

And, ah ! what caution should men use with those 

Who look not at the deed alone in aught, 

But with the sense can penetrate the thou^it 

" 'Twill soon," said he to me, " oppear above. 

What I expect ; and what your &iicy dreams, 

To he discovered soon it well beseems." 

To truth like that which falsehood's face assumes, 

Ought man to shut his lips, nor tell the same : 

Without the fault we may incur the shame. 

No mlence here ; and by the notes I swear 

Of this same comedy, thou hast pursued. 

So may they be with lengthened grace endued ! 
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That through thick air, through atmoepbere obecure, 

I saw approaching figure Bwim above. 

There's not a heart that mairel would not move. 

As he returns who has been down beneath 

Some time t' unloo§e the anchor firom a rock, 

Or aught entangling in the ocean's lock, 

Extends himself above, regains his feet." 



CANTO XVII. 

" Behold the wild beast, with the deadly tail, 

Who peaaea meuntaina, shatterB walls and arms ! 

Lo ! he who all the world infects with harms !" 

To accoet me my leader thus b^an, 

And made a sign that he should come to edge. 

Close to the end of marbled causeway ledge. 

Then came the vile similitude of fraud, 

He head, the living bust arrived before, 

But then the bul he drew not to the shore. 

His fiice was like the &oe of man who 's just. 

On outer skin benignity might reet ; 

Of body nau^t, but serpent all the rest 

Two haiiy claws, as fiu* as armpits went, 

The back and breast and both the udee were stained 

With jointed nobes, and orb&d spots engrained — 

More so, not robe of Tartars or of Turks, 

Nor painted thus the web Arachne works. 

As oftentimes the barks stand by the beaoh, 
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Part on the shore and partly on the tide, 

Ab, where Tedeschan greedy tribes reside. 

The beaver settles to conduct its war, 

On curbing stone the beaat was seen to stand, 

Just where the rooky margiD bound the sand. 

Id the void space his length of tail he reared. 

Wreathing above tlie venomed, fcn-kU joint, 

Which, like the scorpion's, had an armed point 

The leader said — " Now it is right to turn 

Our way a littl^ irtiere the evil beast 

On yonder spot has couched himself to rest." 

By the right pap, on we descended then, 

Betired t«n paces from the edge extreme, 

To keep at distance Qrom the sand and flame. 

And when at length we had airived at them, 

A Uttle on, I saw upon the sand 

A people set beside the narrowed land. 

" The full experience of this gyre," said he, 

" In order that you may receive, when seeii. 

Go now and mark the nature of their mien ; 

But your discourses, let them be but short : 

Ere you return, with him I shall converse. 

To see if he will grant his shoulder's force." 

Thus onward still, unto extremest head 

Of seventh gyre, with solitary pace 

I went to where they sat, unhappy race 1 

Their sorrow then was bursting from their eyes ; 

From here to there th^ succoured with the hands, 

— From vapours now, and now from hotter sands — 

Not otherwise than when the d<^ are seen 

With jaw at one time, now with teeth, when bit 
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fiy gnats, or fliee, of gadflies, in the heat 
Some few to mark, when I had set mine ey^ 
On whom the dolorific fire came down, 
I Baw, tjiough not a eoul to me vaa known, 
That at the neck of each there hung a pouch. 
With certain colour, certain ugn impreffied. 
On which their eyes, it eeenu, could find repast. 
And as, regarding, I went through the band, 
A yellow pune I saw, and azure o'er 't, 
Which of a lion had the fkce and port 
My ^ance prooeeding then, in course, around 
Another saw, which was as red as blood, 
On which, whit«r than curd, a white goose stood. 
And one that had a swine, azure and &t, 
As sign impreesed upon his whitish scrip. 
Addressed me tbua, " Why art thou in this deep ! 

00 forward now, since thou art yet alive ; 
My nei^bour here, you are to nnderetand, 
Vitaliano, aits on my ri^t hand, 
'Mongst Florentines — I am a Fadnon. 
Ofhimee their speech re-echoes in my ear. 

And criee, ' Come ! come ! thou noble cavalier 1 
Upon whose pouch the three goats will appear 1'" 
And here his mouth, distorted and along, 
Like ox to Lck his noBtrils lolled his tongue. 
And fearing lest my lengthened stay should vex 
Him who had charged me shortly to sojourn. 
From the lost spirits I b^an to turn. 

1 found my master already mounted 

On tlt6 fierce animal, on the croup hia hold. 
Addressed me then — " Now, be thou strong and bold. 
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Ascend thou now, and climb tiie perfect scales — 
Mount before, for I would be in the midst — 
The harmful tail will thuB by thee be missed !" 
Like one whom then has seized a sbivering chill 
Of quartern ague, nails of fingers dead. 
Trembles all o'er if he beholds the shade. 
So fearful I became to hear his words. 
But tyrant shame e'en courage can aSbrd, 
Tfae servant 's strong in presence of his lord 
On the huge shoulders, then, I sat me down ; 
I wished to saj, but found no utterance then, 
Leet I should &I1, "Embrace me if you can." 
But he, who I remember once before 
Had raised me, held me now aloft again. 
And kept his arms around me to sust^n. 
And said, " Geryon, now 'tis time to move ; 
Make large wheels, gently to descend take care j 
And think of the new burden which you bear." 
As a boat isBues from the place where moored. 
Backing and backing out of narrow way, 
Until the open space give room to play, 
Where his breast was, he now had turned the tiiil, 
Extended like an eel in motion, leapt 
And filled with air the paddling claws he swe[>t 
More fbar prevailed not, 1 imagine, when 
From Pha&ton the reins abandoned fell. 
Of conflagration caused, the heavens can tell. 
Thus sad Icarus, his loins unwinged, perceived 
The wax dissolving in the blaze of day. 
His father crying, " You take the wrong way." 
Such I, when I beheld on every mde 



itv Google 



The air alone, and Taniehed from my view 

Aught else except the beast on which we flew. 

Advanciug he, and etuling onward alow, 

Wheels his descent : observed it not my mind, 

But on mj face I felt th' ascending wind. 

Now on the right hand in the whirling goige, 

Beneath a sound, and horribly thej dash. 

Mine eyes and head inclined I to the rush, 

More timid at the fires beside the fall, 

Which to my heart with lamentations sanlc. 

And made me, trembling, into little shrink. 

Then saw what 1 had not perceived before — 

Descent and winding way through mischiefs wide 

Approaching now from every difierent aide. 

And as the &loon long upon the wing, 

When lure nor qnarry ever met her sight, 

Makes blconer say, " Ah, stoop'at thou from thy flight i " 

Deecends to place whence nimbly she arose 

Through hundred wheels, at distance now to sit 

Her master from ; disdainful, in despite, 

Tbxa at the bottom placed us Geryon, 

On fbot, at foot of rock and rifted stone. 

Our peraons now no longer burdening. 

At once withdrew Uke arrow from the string. 
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THE VISION OF DANTE. 



CANTO XVIII. 

In bell there is a plaoe Ualebolge called : 
Tis all of stone, forrugmoua in hue, 
K'en a« the circle rocks around it threw. 
On the rifi^t centra of ma%nant plain, 
There yawna a gulf bo mighty and profound 
I leave to leisure to deaoribe its round. 
That circuit in ita compass round remains, 
Between the gulf and foot of lofty stee]!^ 
Whereon t«n romparts their foundations keep. 
Such is the prospect whera, to guard the w^ls, 
Round caatles ditch on diteh their cinctures make, 
And render strong position which they take — 
In auoh fashions were their labours formed. 
And as such fortresses, vithout their bound. 
Have Uttle bridges to the bank beyond, 
Thus, from the loweet level of the rook, 
Ban crags to intersect each fosse and mole. 
Until the gulf cuts off, collects the whole. 
'Twas in that place, descended from the back 
Of Geryon, there found ourselves set down — 
The poet kept the left, I followed on. 
On my r^ht hand new Ibod for pity saw ; 
The torments new, new officers of pains, 
Of which the first abyss a mass contains. 
Below, the naked sinners held the place ; 
From centre towards us set Aeir feet to go 
To pace with iu<, with greater strides of woe. 
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The RomaoB thus, from armj that BTrives 

The bridge to croes, and in the Jubilee year, 

Derue a way to keep die paaaage clear — 

That OD one side shall all who make their waj, 

Cio towards the castle uid St Peter's front ; 

And on the other all go towards the mount. 

And here and there, aloog the rock obscure, 

Homed devils, with long whips, pursue the track, 

Who beat them cruelly upon their back. 

Anon it made them lift their legs at stroke 

The first — not one who could that first neglect, 

Or yet a second or a third expect 

Mine eyes, as I prooeeded, fixed on one 

1 saw, I said when him I had descried, 

" My appetite to see 's not satisfied." 

To Tiew him better I restrained my feet, 

And my kind master also checked his speed — 

Time to turn backward gave me, and to heed. 

He thou^t, Btrack soul ! he had concealed himself — 

Bent down his visage : little it availed. 

I cried—" Thou who to earth thine eye hast veiled, 

UnUn the feoe you bear belie thyself 

Venedioo thou, Caooianimico— 

Who led thee to thy bitter-seasoned woe 1 " 

And he to me — " Unwillingly I speak, 

Tet forces me to answer thy dear tongue — 

The language of the v/<aU I've left so long. 

Twas I prevailed on Ghisola the feir. 

Conducted her to do the Marquis' will, 

Of which defeat the murmur lingers still. 

I who weep not the only Bologneee, 
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Rather the place is altogether full — 
So many tongues they teach ikot that are dull — 
" Sipa" 'twoea SaveDa and the Reno. 
Of this the testimonj to unfold, 
Recall to miad our eager thirst for gold." 
Thus ae he spoke, a demon struck with htow 
Of Boourge — " Pandar, away ! pursue thia line ; 
For here there are no women sold for coin." 
My leader I rejoined, and then advanced 
A few Btepa onward, then our course to keep. 
Until we came to cliff advancing from the steep. 
With light alacrity we climbed ita height, 
Turned to the right where splinter shelved away. 
And left the eternal circles of dismay. 
When we arrived beside the opening chasm, 
Which gave rough passage to the smitten race, 
My guide — " Attend, and let thine eye embrace 
The sight of other ill-bom, wretehed souls. 
Whose face as yet is strange unto thine eyes. 
Unnoted in the path behind which liee." 
From ancient arch, we looked upon the train 
Advancing toward lis from the other mde, 
To whom the scoui^ had also been applied. 
The good master, before I asked him, said, 
" Regard that great one who is coming on. 
Who sheds no tear although by sadness won — 
Aapeot how royal which he yet retains. 
Jason, whose heart and sense were of a piece, 
Deprived the Colohians of the famous fleece ; 
By isle of Lemnos in his voyage passed 
After hold women, cnielly combined. 
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Had all the males to bitter death couHigned. 
There, with his aigna with colour of hia worde, 
Deoeived Hypmpyle in eariy 7011th, 
Who had deoeived the rest with filial truth ; 
Left her with child in solitude to pine. 
To such a woe cau auch a fatdt oonsigii. 
Here, too, Medea finds avengiDg sign. 
With him a oompanj of like deceit : 
Of rampart first to know let this suffice. 
And thooe within tormented for their vioe." 
Already were we where the narrow path 
From firrt embankment would our atepa betray, 
And a broad aroh to aeoond led the way. 
Here we perceived a race who murmured low 
In other gait, and anortod with the nose ; 
With palms they struck themaelvee repeated blowB — 
The banks were all o'ertopped with gathering scum. 
From exhalation low like paste waa laid. 
And with the eyes and nose strange contest mad& 
Hollow the depth to that degree that none 
Can Bee the place, without ascending where 
The back of rooky arch affords a stair. 
To that we came, and, in the fosse beneath, 
I aaw a people plunged in kind of dung, 
Which aeemed from human priviee brought along. 
And while with eye I searched th' expanse below. 
One, so defiled with excrement his head 
That clerk or layman 1 could not have aoid, 
Who cried to me, " Why bendest ao on me ? 
Why me rc^^ard 'at more than the other brut« t " 
e your fiaoe my recollection suits ; 
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Befi^re Pre seen you, when your looks vera dry : 

Thou art Aleacdo, aad from Luoca'a wall, — 

And tlierefore 'tia I Ti«« thee more than all" 

Aad then he beat himself upon the gourd,— 

" Down to liuB deptli have flatteries me aabmerged. 

To Elime of which, my tongue had ever verged." 

My leader upon this, " Try to incline, " 

Said he, " till you more fbrward vision gain ; 

Until your eyee the &oe of her atbun— 

Of that vile courtesan, the slave of sin, 

Herself who scratohee with her dirty nsils ; 

With bending limbs and then — ^her height unveils : 

This the bou^t harlot who the answer sent, 

' Have I great thanks with thee V In low's tense 

The queetioa was ; the answer was ' Immense.' 

Here let our aighta be Batasfied for onoe." 



CANTO XIX. 

Simon Ufagus ! aad all ye bedde. 

The wretched followers of Simony, 

Who things of Ood, which were espoused ta good, 

By gold and diver to adnlt«iy wooed, 

Tis meet the trumpet now should sound o'er you. 

In the third gulf presented to our view. 

Already in the following vault we are : 

Aloft on rook a central station this — 

O'etarching now the midst of the abyss. 
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hi^eet Wisdom ! what a deal of art 

la shown in heaTos, and earth, and erit world I 
What just division has thy truth unfiirled ! 

1 saw along the bottom, and die sidee, 
The livid rock for ever loopholed through 
With large aperturce, which are rounded too. 
Not leas nor laiger those were to my mind 
In m; own San Qiovanni'a graceful dome, 
Fashioned at place to which baptisers come ; 
One of the which, not many years ago, 

I broke for one who would have drowned within — 

Let tliis be seal 'twas not intended ton. 

Beyond the mouth there was exoreaoenoe seen 

Of feet and legs of one condemned for sin — 

Up to the calf the rest waa all within. 

Tbe two soles were kindled altogether — 

llteir joints they writhed with such excess of strength 

They would have broke the strongeet withes at length. 

Twas such aa when oiled substances inflame, 

O'er the extreme surface li^tly travels flame — 

Of aolea, &om heels to points, 'twas just the same. 

" Who is he, master, that's tormented thua ! 

More than companions seems hia limbs to strain — 

At ruddy flame who draws bis breath few pain V 

And he, " Wouldst thon that I ^ould carry thee 

Down to where yonder bank lies more along] 

Of self hell t«U, and his contortions strong." 

" Such pleasure have I in what pleases thee. 

Thou art my lord, thou know'st 111 not depart 

From what you wish, and you can read my heart" 

Unto the fourth embankment than we oame ; 
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Turned, and deacended to where left unrollB 

The baao, o'erspread with perforated holes. 

And the good maeter from his haunch as yet 

Had not displaced me, to set down hj him 

Lamenting for himself and for his limb. 

" Oh, thou I whoe'er thou art, inverted thus, 

Sad spirit tiius implanted like a stake," 

Began I, " if you can, some uttoranoe make." 

Like a friar stood I who confesses 

The assassin treacherous, who when tied. 

Recalls him, death one moment more denied. 

And be cried out, " Already standeat there 1 

Already art thou there, Bonifacio 1 

For years the writing seemed a lie to show. 

With that poeaesdon satisfied so soon. 

For which thou didst not fear to use such guile 

And lady &ir with outrage to defile )" 

In Buch a caae was I as those who stand, 

Because they comprehend not what is said. 

In the horns of a dilemma without aid. 

Then Tu^ said, " Tell him immediately, 

I am not he — not he whom you believe." 

Such I received, and such the answer gave. 

The spirit then b^an to writhe his feet. 

Then mgfaing, and with weeping voice, t' exclaim, 

" Then my attention wherefore didst thou claim 1 

If to know who I am is your dedre, 

And this the canae that led thee to come down, 

Then know that once I wore the royal gown. 

I was in truth the sod of the She-bear : 

Anxiety to advance my whelps by wetilth 
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Has placed me here j I filled m; purse in stealtli. 

Beneath my head the othen are dragged down. 

Before my day, by Simony debased. 

And therefore in the rocky fimire placed. 

Down here below another time HI fiiU, 

When he ahall come, the one you seemed to l>e, 

When at the tint I questioned suddenly. 

Longer the time in which I'm Boorching here, 

And down beneath, with heels thus overhead, 

Thau that in which he 11 stand with fiMt-aoIes red. 

The vork more ugly after him will be. 

From out the west will lawless diepherd ccane. 

So &r as to o'erpass both me and him : 

Like a new Jason he, of whom we read 

In Maocabeee, to whom his king was mild ; 

Thy monarch, France, will treat him as his child." 

And here I know not but I might he rash, 

But at this point answer to him I mad^ 

" What treasure asked our Lord, when he conveyed 

Unto Saint Peter's charge the keys to gra^ ! 

Nau^t : sure he left it all for time to datip. 

Peter nor others from Matthias asked 

Gold or silver, when chosen by lot in room 

Of wicked soul, who went to meet his docon. 

Stand, therefore, where due punishment you meet — 

Guard well the ill-got treasure you have gained. 

In contest with the hardy Charlee obtained. 

Had not the reverence which yet remains 

For the hig^ k^ of office, that yon held 

Id bqipy liie, my boldness now repelled, 

Kx[ResBions I should use of deeper tone. 
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Thia avarice of yours the world makes sad ; 
It tramples on the good, Bustfuns the bad. 
Of Buch a Shepherd wheo the Evangelist thought 
Was she who sits upon the waters, seen 
Committing fomicatioii with each king — 
She who with the seven heads takes her birth. 
And from the ten horns had her powerful stats, 
liong as her worthiness oould please her mate. 
Of gold and silver you have made your god. 
Idols of yooTS and others to recount, 
Theirs to one, to a hundred yours amount 
Ah, Constantine 1 what misohief in the gift — 
Not thy oonverfiion, but the dower you gave 
For the first wealthy Father to receive" 
And while to him in notes like these I sang, 
Anger or consoienoe made his thoughts retreat — 
Made him spin strongly round on both his feet 
My guide, I well believe, it satisfied. 
With such contented lip he still would list — 
Sound of true words my language had expressed. 
With both, then, of his hands he caught me up. 
And when he had lifted ms to his breast, 
The way we had deaoended we retraced ; 
Nor so &tigued with weight — he had embraced. 
Until the arch's culminating point 
Of bastion fourth and fifUi connecting joint. 
With gendeneea he set his burden down 
Upon the steep and rugged arch's crown — 
No easy pamage to the climbing goat : 
Another vale here come within my note. 
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CANTO XX. 

Or new poina to me, fit tl>eme of veraei, 

To giye material to twentieth oaoto 

Of the firet song of world submerged in woe. 

I was DOW quite dispoaed, aa far 's I oould, 

Of cohered vault the pavement to deaoiy, 

All bathed with weeping from tbe anguished eye. 

Throu^ hollow rampart I beheld a noe. 

Silent, and weejong at eatsh atep they took, 

Sooh as when mnUng litaniee they look. 

ilj eye desoended lower through the orowd : 

A marvel there appeared ; fiir, turned around, 

From ooUar-bone to chin, was each one found. 

ThuB from the reins their aspect turned away, 

And, when walking, needs muat they backward go, 

Since to look forward idght would not allow. 

By force of paralysis might a man 

Distorted be : if ever such there were^ 

I never saw j nor do I think there are. 

If Qod allow thee, reader, take the firuit 

Of reading t.hin, md ponder in thy fiTy^ , 

To euch a si^t as this oould I be blind ! — 

To see onr image, and, besides, so near, 

fieverted thus ; and view the taarfiil track, 

In fiuTOWB long, descending down the book 1 

Sore I lamented, leaning on a rook, 

A rough-planed crag, until my guide addressed 

The words — " Are you, too, foolish like the rest 1 
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Here Pity ia aLve, e'en when quite dead. 

And what can be more wicked than the man 

Who 'gainst heaven's justice in his pasaion ran f 

Direct the head, direct it now, and see 

The Theban's ^es which saw the earth split — crush." 

And a imiTersal ciy, ' Wherefore rush 

You, Amphiaraufi 1 wh; desert the war } ' 

The downward path of min did not cease, 

Till Minos' yault, who marks for each his plaoe. 

Mark, now his breast is where the shoulders are ; 

For to look &rther forward than ia meet, 

Has made him look behind, his walk retreat" 

I saw Tiresias' oount«naiioe, who obanged — 

From masculine to feminine he ranged. 

Of frame conyerting every joint and hinge. 

And first he had two serpents to repress 

At once with rod, when striving to renew 

The feathers male, escaping from the view. 

Anms I saw, with belly now behind. 

Onoe Limi's mountaint^ where Carrara's hind 

Hews with his axe, a welcome t^elter gave, 

'Uid the white marbles, where he found a cave 

To lodge in, and from whence to view the stars. 

The sea's bri^t px^peot, which his sight regardn. 

And she whose baok-hur floats upon her breasts, 

Dishevelled tresses, intercepts the view. 

And o'er her &ce their growing mantle threw. 

Manto was she : throng^ many a land she strayed, 

Beposes in the laud where I was bom — 

TTien listen for a while, nor feel fOTlom. 

After her tire had issued from this life. 



itv Google 



And Bacchus' city into alaveiy came, 

Long throng the world ahe guned a wiuidering name. 

In Upper Italy a lovely lake 

Lies by the Alpe, which Genuany confine. 

The Tyrol pamed, Benacua' waves combine 

Witb thooBand founbdna, then it bathes the land 

Twixt Garda, Canonica, Apennine. 

With WKTCB which o'er its ruffled surface shine, 

Midway a spot — the Trentine pastor th^^e 

And he of Brescia, and the Veronese, 

One common path mi^t follow at their ease — 

Pesohiera Btande, a fortress strong and good, 

Frontier 'tween BrescianB and the Bergameeks, 

Where ainke the bank and its descending masks. 

And there it cannot be but thaX the streams, 

Benacus' ample bosom which o'erpass, 

like rivers nm through all the pastmre grass. 

There, as the water glides along its course. 

No more Benacua, but the Minoio, 

Beaches Govemo, fiJls into the Po. 

Not long it travels' till it finds a place 

O'er which it spreads, and stagnates in a marsh. 

Then eagerly absorbs, no more to search. 

Passing from thence, the unripe virgin found 

A land at last, in midst of a morass — 

A wild, uncultured, and unpeopled mas^ 

To fly fivm all society of man. 

With hous^old there, and household arti^ remuned ; 

Her form of vanity that land retained. 

But when the men were scattered all around. 

They gathered after to the strongest place, 
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On eveiy nde defended by moraae. 

O'er lier dead bonee a city then they rused. 

From her who first selected, gave the name ; 

Without fortfaer lot, Mantiia it became. 

The people now within more numerous grew. 

When Caaalodi'B madneBS waa to meet 

From Penamonte'a fpiile a due defeat 

I have iuformed thee, lest that thou ahouldst hear 

Uy country's ori^n another way. 

And blsehood for a time the truth betray. 

And I, " Master, your reasonings to me 

Are sure, in thee implicit my belief — 

The rest^ cold aahee or the withered lea£ 

But t«U me of the race which uow proceeds. 

Seeet tbou not one that's worthy of remark 1 — 

To this alone att«ntiTe]y I hark." 

And then he said, " He from whose cheek you see 

O'er his brown shouldeiB the descending beard — 

When Qreeoe dispeopled of its moles appeared, 

That even the cradles scarcely could escape 

Augur was with Calohaa : he gave sign of yore — 

In AuUs cut the cable frvm the ehore ; 

EurypiluB was his name, and bo I sang 

Somewhere, in lofty tragedy of min»^ 

Thou know'st it well who know*st the whole confine. 

That oUier one, so narrow in the flanks. 

Was Michael Scott ; and, to repeat what's true, 

The magic frauds and all the game he knew. 

Guido Bonatti see, Asdent«, 

Fain would they tend the thread and cordwain yet 

As once, bnt now repentance comes too late." 
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EXCL. 

I Baw the race who left the needle's skill, 

The shuttle and the spindle, to divine, 

With herbs and image, soroeries to combine. 

" But come, see how e'en now they grasp the bounds 

Of two hemispheree, touch Ouadalquiver ; 

Under Seville Cain's thorns you discover. 

But yeetern^ht the moon, you saw, was round ; 

You may remember how it hurt thee not, 

Erewhile when wandering by the wild-wood's root." 

Spoke thus, then onward moved we both afoot. 



CANTO XXI. 

Fbom bridge to bridge, disconreing then of more 
Tittai this my comedy to sing may care. 
We reach the summit of the rocky stair. 
Bestntined our feet, another fissure saw 
Of Malebolge — heard other vain laments, 
And saw what marvellous obaoure presents. 
As in Yenetiaii arsenal you 11 see 
The pitch in winter boUing by the tides, 
To daub a&esh the weather-beaten adee 
Unfit for sea ; and at the self-same time 
One frames his hulk and one renews the ribs 
Of bark intended to make other trips : 
One knocking at the prow, and one at poop ; 
Others make oan, ami others twist the rope ; 
Some with miien, some with rrn^inim;! oope. 
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Such, not from fire, but &f>m an art divine, 

Low boiled the tIbcous resiu of the pine. 

I looked beneath but could distiuguiah naui^t, 

Except the bubbles and the boiling tide. 

Which Bwalloved aU and would agtun eubdde. 

And while with RiM gaze I looked beneath, 

" Look here — look here !" — my master called aloud, 

And drew me to himaelf from where I atood. 

I turned myself like one who 's forced to wait 

To Bee Bome object which he bin would ahun : 

When Budden fear the fortreaa will iinnn<tH| 

To see will aoarce induce him to remain. 

I looked behind and saw a devil blat^ 

Running along the Bharp and rooky track. 

Alaa ! in his aspect how fierce he was 1 

To me he seemed in action how severe. 

With open winga, and light of foot, drew near. 

Acut« — Hiiperb his lofty shoulder was. 

To bear the haunohea of a stoner meet : 

Griped the flexile sinewa of whose feet 

" Te evil talons of our bridge," he cried, 

" One of St Zita's elders here I bore^ 

Plunge him beneath, while I return for more. 

Beneath that country which is furnished well 

With all who ever bartered public weal, 

With money bought their Yea and No to sell. 

Save Bontoro." O'er the hard rock he threw, 

And turned him ; and never mastiff was bo swift 

To foUow thieC or pounce upon the theft. 

He plunged beneath, then upward turned agun ; 

Bat demons cried in archway from their lair. 
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" Tlie hoi; head oan work no wooders here — 
This awimnung 'e differeat from the Serchio : 
If on our hooks you do not wish to hitoh, 
Appear not, tLen, above tenacious pitch." 
Then fkataned on him witii their hundred hooks. 
And Bud, " Here you must mask if you would play ; 
Then hide thee in the pitch, as well you may." 
Not otherwiee the cooks will tell their grooms 
In midst of boiling caldron meat to sop. 
With flesh-hooks plunge it lest it swim at top. 
The guide, " In order that it may not seem 
That you are here, crouch down behind that cliff- 
Something of shelter at the least 'twill give ; 
And for ofienoe that may be done to me, 
Fear not, nor think thcy^ execute their ill — 
I was onoe before in such a quarreL' 
When he bad passed from thence from head of bridge. 
His steps to sixth embankment to inure, 
Then need there was to have a front secure. 
With that tary, that tempeetuoufi rage. 
That the dogs rush upon a poor man's breast. 
Who stopped and at the moment made request. 
From underneath the bridge at once they sprung. 
And then against him brandished all their prongs. 
He cried, " Abate your fieroenees and your wrongs ; 
Before you come to strike me with your hooks. 
Let one advance— hear what I have to say — 
Improng me after counsel, if you may." 
They all cried out^ " Go then, Ualacoda." 
Then moved the one, and all the rest stood firm. 
Addradng him, " And wbaA prevente thy harm 1" 
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" Think'st, HaUooda, thoa wouldst see me here 

So iax," m; master said, " without the power 

To shelter me from all the hurts that lower — 

Without the will divine, propitious &Xe t 

Let us proceed, for so He willM hath 

That I should show one by this wooded path." 

Then all his haughtineea at once has &llen, 

So that he dropped the weapon on the ground, 

And said to others, " Him we cannot wound." 

Then guide to me, " thou ! who mtteat there, 

Amid the cliff abutments crouching low, 

Tou may securely come and join me now" — 

Which made me move, and go to him direct. 

The devils all moved forward in their act : 

Would they, I thought, adhere to their compact) 

In&ntry have I seen thus once in fear 

Caprona leave — forced to capitulate — 

March in the midst of enemies so great 

I quickly gained close contact to my guide, 

Nor yet mine eyes to swerve from them allowed, 

And looked on countenances fiir from good. 

Their hooks puc^ed forward, " Shall I strike t" says one 

To other — " Shall I strike him on the hip )" 

BepUed they, " Ye^ nor let your weapon ahp." 

But then the demon who ezchangM speech 

With my leader, turned him about so soon. 

And said, " Stay now — stay now, ScaramigUon." 

Then said to us, " Farther you cannot go 

On by this rook — the footing it betrays. 

For arch the sixth is shivered at the base. 

If farther forward you are pleased to go, 
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Up by this grotto still proceed you may, 
To where a rock will tlieii diacloee the way. 
Teeterday, fire houiB later than thiB hour, 
Full twelve hundred Foxty^six years agone, 
^oe hen was broken way acroea the etone. 
Towards that point despatch I Bome of mine, 
To see if any one is basking there : 
Go with them ; there 'a no wickedness to fbar. 
Ckone forward, Alichino, Caloahrina, 
And thou, Cagnarao," — thus to Bay began, — 
" And thou, Btu'bariocia, conduct the ten ; 
libioocco, come, and Drsighinazzo, 
Fanged Ciriatto, and mad Bubican, 
And Far&rello, and fierce Qraffioan : 
All ye, explore around the boiling mesB — 
Let these be safe unto the rock that runs 
Unintermitting o'er the hollow dens." 
" master t" sfud I, " what a sight is this I 
Without an escort shall we go alone ! 
Know you tiie way 1 — for me, I oovet none, 
Even should you be as prudent as you 're wont 
Hark bow tbey gnash upon us with their teeth. 
And with their eyebrows threaten instant death." 
And he — " I would not you should be a&aid. 
Let them frown, grin as often as they please ; 
Tis all against the creatures ill at ease." 
Each turned him by embankment on the left ; 
But first bad eveiy one compressed his tongue 
With teeth, for agnal from their leader long. 
And he bad blown his trumpet fivm behind. 
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CANTO XXII. 



I HAD era this seen cavalry move camp. 

Commence to charge, their mustered aquadron meet, 

And once or twice departing in retreat ; 

Light horse have seen patrolling through your land ; 

Oh, Aretmea, seen the armed warriois wheel, 

Tilt in tournaments, and in the joust to reel, 

SometJmea with trumpets, and sometimes with bells, 

With BOund of drums and signals from castetls, 

And with our own and such as Btnmger tells i 

But never yet to such a bugle-sound 

Saw I the cavalry or foot to move, 

Nor ship to mai^ of land or star above. 

We went adraitcing with the ten demons : 

(Ah I fierce company I) In the church with saints, 

With gluttons in taverns, human natura haunts. 

Now o'er the pitch I stood with look intent. 

To see each object which the gulf immured, 

And all who had the burning heat endured. 

To marineis as dolphins signal make, 

Wboee back o'erarches all the sea-foam's drip, 

A warning argument to save their ship ; 

In like manner, to alleviate pain. 

Above the sur&oe would each tanner dash, 

And bide himself in leas than lightning's flash. 

Thus at water-line of fosee or moat 

Stand frogs, the jaw without, for 'tis their art 

To hide the feet and all the thicker part ^ 
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And BO on every side the fdaDera stood ; 
But BooD as Barbariccia approached, 
The boiling flood o'er all of them encroached. 
I saw — my fbelinge yet ujaxiuse my hair — 
That one was waiting, like one frog apart. 
Who stays when neit has dhoeen to depart ; 
And GralGcan, rig^t over against him, 
Eiitaiigliiig, seized him by the dotted htur. 
And drew him up as if it were an otter. 
I knew already almost all by name, 
Ab I had marked them cboeen at the firet. 
And afterwards how each bad each addressed. 
" Rubican I see you imprint them all 
Upon his back, and flay him if you con !" 
died altogether each aocniBhl one. 
And I — " Master, please yon to ascertain 
Who is that wretched one so ill at ease. 
Fallen into the bands of adveraaries." 
Hy master went nearrar, approached fais side ; 
And he rephed to "Who and whence you are I" 
" I was bom in the kingdom of NaTarre. 
Servant my mother placed me to a lord — 
For she had borne me to a ribald el^ 
Destroyer of his goods and of himself — 
Then in fiunily of good King Theobald. 
Here for my peculation is my lot : 
Accounts I render in this burning hot" 
And Ciriatto, from whose mouth a tusk 
Issued on each side, as from mouth of boar, 
Ripped bim up at once, and opening tore : 
The mouse bad Allien into evil claws. 
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Barbariooia closed in with him with arms — 

"Apart I while I transfix bim with my arms." 

Towards my master then be turned his &ce : 

" Inqtiire if aTig^t you would, while time "s delayed, 

And learn of him ere he 'a again unmade." 

Ilie guide — " Now, then, of tlie wicked souls, 

Enow'st thou if any be of Latdn race 

Under the pitch 1" And be — "'Tie but a space 

Since one I quitted who adjoined that place. 

Would tJiat I were still nndemeatb with him, 

To feel Dor hook nor talon in my limb 1" 

And Libicocoo — " We hare borne too much !" 

Cried out, and arm he grappled with his hook, 

And bore away the muscular he took. 

Dragbinazzo had wished to make a dart 

At legs beneath, which made Decurion start, 

Turn round and round, and take a threatening part 

And when they were a little pacified, 

Of him who gazing on his wound wonld stay, 

My leader asked, without the least delay — 

" Who was that thou partedst from by ill luck. 

And left to come ashore to theae a prey )" 

And he replied — " The friar Qomita — 

He of Gallura, vessel of all fruud. 

Who had his master's enemies in hand, 

And used them so their praises to comnuuid — 

Uoney he took, and let them all go free. 

Said BO : in other charges you might see 

A peculator sovereign in degree. 

With him consorts donno Michel Zonohe 

Of Logodoro ; and of Sardinia 
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They tire not, still have Bomething more to nay. 

Alas ! behold that other, how he grins I 

I would Bay more, but much I fear that he 

la now preparing himself to beat me." 

And the chief tliea turned to Farfiirello, 

Who rolled his orbM eyea with threat'uing light. 

And Mud — " Begone, thou bird of evil si^t !" 

" If you have any wish to see or hear," 

Began he, disconcerted by his fear, 

" Tufloana or Lombards I will make appear ; 

But let the eril talons now be atill, 

So that their vengeance for a time I shun. 

While I remain here, in this plaoe alone, 

For one I will make seven to appear 

When I shall whistle now, if you allow ; 

For so we call each other from below." 

Cagnazzo at the word hie nostril raised, 

Shook head — " Hear what maUce he propoeeth : 

He has tlie thought to plunge himself beneath." 

Upon irtiioh he who had great store of toils, 

" UalidouB I must be to great excess. 

When I procure myself still more distress." 

Alichin could not re&ain himself, and 

Said, " I wiU not gallop after thee to clutch, 

But I will beat my wings above the pitch. 

Let us leave high ground, and let bank be ^eld, 

And see if all to thee alone must yield." 

thou who readest, thou shalt hear new q>ort ! 

Each to the other side directs his eyes ; 

He who at first was slower to do it, 

The Navarreee, selected well his time, 



itvGoO^lf 



100 THE TISIOIf OF DAKTE. 

Planted hie foot on earth, and, at a leap, 

Their purpose diaappoiuted by escape. 

Compunction then for &ult seissed every one, 

But him the most who was the oauae of fault ; 

Which made ^irn apring the first, and ciy, "You're caught." 

But UtUe it availed : suspect is strong 

Of wing beuBath : the one went on at rest, 

And other steered hia flight with upward breast. 

Not otherwise tiie water-fowl in chase, 

Feroeiving &loon near, wiU dive direct. 

And he return, tormented and hope-wrecked 

Caloabrina, at mockery enraged, 

And disappointed of the fray presaged, 

And as the barrator had disappeared, 

His talons directed 'gainst companion, 

Cbsppling above the foase with him alone. 

The other was a thorough sparrow-hawk. 

To strike wiUi talons : ere from each they break. 

Together fbll in midst of boiling lake. 

The hot made sudden seimre of them both. 

To raise themselves again a thing of naught, 

Their pinions so entangled and enwrought 

Barbariccia, with his troop, lamenting. 

Sent four along to fly from other side 

With all their weapons, ezpeditdon tried. 

Now here, now there, descending to the poet. 

Pushed forward prongs to reach the glutinous pair, 

Now burning inward from each outward soar. 

And so we left them all embroiling there. 
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SiLKMT, alone, and without company, 

Advanced we, one before and one behind. 

Like minor friars to the waj inclined. 

To .^sop'a fiiUe recolleotion turned 

From preeent quarrel, when the thought aroBe 

To where he speaks of frog that carried mouse : 

Word ooTTeeponda not so to kindred word. 

As one to other mutually replies 

The origin and end, to thoughtful eyes. 

As one thought from another is let looae. 

So from that thought another came to light, 

Which now redoubled all my former fr^ht. 

My thought was this : these have been mocked by u 

Have met with hurt as well aa ridicule — 

Which must, I think, annoy them to the fail. 

If anger and ill-will their force combine, 

More cruelly theyTl come, affront to wipe, 

Than greyhound to the leveret in his gripe. 

Already felt I hair stand all on end 

For fear; on looking back I was intent, 

When 1 Bud — " Master, if yonr mind 'b not bent 

To hide yourself and me, I greatly fear 

Evil talons already in the wind — 

Imagination puts them close behind." 

And he — " Were I of leaden, ciystalled i^as^ 

Thy imaged thought could not so swiftly go 

As that which here imprinted is. I know 
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Thy thoughts are mirrored when they blend with mine : 

Of Ukeueas both in act and &ce partake. 

So that from two one counsel I cao make. 

And if it bo tliat here the right inclines 

To other gulf, to which we can descend, 

Imagined fear will find a welcome end." 

Scarce was his purposed counsel rendered, when 

I saw them follow with extended wing, 

Aud fiiat approaching, on their prey to spring. 

My leader, on a euddeu, took me up. 

As mother wheu the rumouis reach her ears. 

And in her path the kindled flame appears; 

Who takes her son and flies, and never stops — 

More care of him than thought of self supplies — 

Robed but in one chemise, the mother fliea. 

Already, from &e neck of rock so hard, 

Shot down to where a hanging rock divides 

From neighbouring gulf one of the nearer ddee. 

Never so swift ran wat«r through the lead 

Of land-mill when it runs to turn the wheel, 

And just before the floata the current feel, 

As o'er that narrow edge my master ran. 

Me he sustained, and bore his breast upon. 

As his own son, not as his companion. 

Scarce bad feet touched the gulTs foundation-bed, 

Over above us, when they joined the hilL 

But all suspect or terror now was still ; 

For the high Providence which made them serve 

In the fifth fosse, as ministers to roam. 

Made it impoasible to quit their home. 

Down there we came upon a pcunted race, 
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Cirding as thej moved, adTanoing toward, 

Weeping countenance, tired and orerpowered. 

Cape they had on, and all with hoods set down 

Before their eyee, such is their cut, it sinks, 

As at Cologne the; make them for the monka. 

Were gilded all without with dazzling sheen ; 

But he their leaden weight within who saw. 

Would think that Frederick's mantleB were of straw : 

The robe, alas ! eternal of fatigue. 

To the left hand we turned, with these intent 

To walk beeide, and hear their sad complaint 

But, through the heavy weight, the weary race 

Came on so slow, at every step we took 

On a freeh company our eyea might look. 

And hence I said to guide, — " Cannot you find 

Some one whose actions and whose name we know t 

Direct your eyes around you as you go ! " 

And one, who underetood the Tuscan tongue, 

In way behind us, cried, — " Restrain your feet, 

Te who through twilight air can run so fleet 1 

Perh^ youll leam of me what yon require !" 

And then my leader turned and said — " Aweut 1 

And to his pace acconmiodate your feet ! " 

I stopped, and two I saw exhibit haste 

Of mind in face, and wish for me to wait — 

The load delayed them, and the pathway straight 

When we had joined, with eye oblique enough 

On me they looked, not a word to utter, 

Then each turned to each and talked blether : 

" This one 's ahve, from action of the throat ; 

And, if they're dead, by what privilege could 
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lliey walk uucovered with the loaded hood t " 

Then said — " TuBcan I to the coU^ come 

Of the sad hypocritea, amred from tax. 

Disdain not now to tell ub who you are ! " 

And I to them — " I was bom and grew up 

On river Arno, at the noble town — 

The body which T always had I own. 

But who are ye from whom there so distils 

The grief which etaim your cheek with frequent tears, 

And what the pun that kindles and appears 1 " 

And he replied to me — " The orange caps 

Are made of lead so heavy to weigh down 

And shake the balances beneath the crown. 

The joyous friars we were, and Bologneee— 

Lodaringo this, Catalano I, 

Both taken fnon your land in Italy ; 

Accustomed aa they are to take one man. 

To preserve its own peace, and such we were — 

And let Gordingo still for proof appear I " 

I commenced — " friars 1 your misfortunes ! " 

But said no more, for on my eyes there breaks 

One crucified on ground beneath three stakes. 

Who, when he saw me, grew distorted quite. 

Hie beard was shaking with repeated a^m, 

And Catalano, who remarked this, cries — 

" That one tranafiied, you're gazing at, was he 

Who to the Phariaeee expedient saith 

That for the people one be put to death. 

Athwart and naked lies he in the way, 

Aa you behold ; and 'tis, besides, his &,te 

Of every paaseiiger to prove the weight 
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In like manner lies hie ^dier-in-law 

Id this abyae, and all the ooun<nllor8 

Who the Judseans led from bad to worse. " 

Then I beheld Vir^gihuB, surprised, 

O'er him who waa extended under orosa, 

So vile beneath eternal exile's loss. 

To friar then he spoke, in oertfun voice — 

" Displeaae it not, if lawful thee to say. 

If by right hand there 'e any outlet way, 

By which we both may iaane out from hence — 

Encounter no dark augeb on the road. 

Who may foil on us when from depth abroad." 

"More than you could have hoped for, near," be said, 

" A poci moves forward from the mighty round, 

And runs across each iearM bulwark's ground — 

Save that 'tis shattered, and it bas no cope — 

By that ruin obmbing you may mount up. 

Which lies along and overhangs the deep," 

The leader stood a space with head inoUoed, 

And then he said he must have told us wrong — 

He whom we saw hold sinners on his prong. 

And friar — " Fve beard say at Bolt^^na 

Much of the Devil's vices : one impKee — 

He 's a liar and the &ther of lie&" 

And then the guide with mighty stride passed on. 

Disturbed, a little anger in his look. 

Thence from the loaded I departure took. 

Behind each trace of his beloved stepa. 
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CANTO XXIV. 



In that diviBJon of the jouthfiil year 

WheD in AquariuB hia locks of fire 

The sun etoepB, nights to equinox retire; 

When the hoar-froet that 's scattered o'er the land 

Pute on the image of hia aiat^r fair, 

But soon bj 'b milder sway 'a dissolved in tur ; 

The rustio poor with his exIiauBt«d store 

Risee, looks out, and then the country spies 

One whitened plain, which makes him smite hia thi^^ ; 

Returns to house, lamenting to and fro. 

Like the poor wretch who knows not what to do ; 

Then smiles — hope in hia bosom springs anew, 

Now that the world its countenance has changed : 

In portion of an hour he takes his crook, 

And out to pasture drives his littls flock. 

Thus my master me enveloped in alarm, 

When I beheld disturbance rising high, 

And just as soon did lenitive apply. 

For aa we came unto the ruined bridge. 

The leader turned to me with that regard 

Of sweetnesH, which I saw at mountain-ward ; 

Opened hia arms afl^r some counsel had 

Of ruin ; then, remarking well the dip. 

Considered for a while, and took me up. 

As one employed, who estdmates before 

Each step he takes, providing by the way 

For difficulty, thus he lifted me 
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To top of rook ouother rock to eee. 

Then stud — " Get upon that, and grapple thee : 

See fiiBt if it wiU bear thee Bteadfoedy." 

Thie was no pathway for the curbuned c^ ; 

We soajcely — he ao light, and I Bustained — 

From crag and olifTto crag and cliff attained 

Of bounding precinct, if it had not been 

The nde was shorter than of other some. 

For him I know n<yt — I was overcome. 

But Malebolge towards the gate inclines 

Of lowest depths in all its winding gyres ; 

And hence the sito of eveiy gulf requires 

One nde to rise, another to descend. 

At last we reached the end that point upon 

From whence the last of all the rocka bends down. 

The breath vaa so exhausted in my lungs 

When it I reached, that I could do no more. 

But sat me down the contest to give o'er. 

" Henceforth you must abandon indolence,' 

Uy master said : " 'tis not repose on plumes 

That leads to fiune — nor yet in shady glooms ; 

Without the which if one consmnes bis life, 

E'en such a vestige upon earth hell make 

As smoke in air, or foam on water's track. 

Then rouse thyself and oonquer thy fiitigue, 

With mind victorious in every battle, 

Unless the dull frame subdue its mettle. 

A longer ladder yet there is to climb. 

Tib not enonj^ to have escaped from those : 

Your understanding me compliance shows." 

I rose again as if I bad more breath 
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Than what I felt within my boaom's hold,' 
And Blud — " Oo on, for I am strong and bold." 
Bight up the rock we hold our journey now, 
Rugged, and strait, and difficult to get o'er. 
And steeper &r than one we climbed before. 
On talMng that I might not feeble seem, 
When from the other foase there came a voice, 
Unsuitable to form expressions nice : 
I know not what it said, for on the ridge 
I was already of o'erpassing arch ; 
But straina of anger marked I. In my search, 
I turned to look below, but Hying eyes 
Could nerer pierce the depth of the obscure : 
" Master, 'tis ri^t arrival to secure. 
From other circle to dismount the wall ; 
Henoe as I list, naught I to sense can turn. 
So down I look and nothing can discern." 
The guide — " With naught else I answer thee 
But that to do ; for thus to &ir request 
The deed should follow silently expressed." 
We from the bridge descended, from the head, 
Where to eighth bank it forms adjoining link. 
And then was all tbe gulf to me distinct 
And there, within, terrible band I saw 
Of serpents, and so various in their gait, 
Still puts my memory, my blood to flight 
Let Libya boast no longer of her sands, 
Nurse of Chalddens, laoceis, and Fareee, 
Cencri, Amphisbeue, of ophidian race — 
So great such evil pestilenoe not she 
Can show ; nor Etiiiopia's utmost bound, 
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Nor all the spawn above the Red Sea found 

Among this cruel, most afflicting crowd, 

Were r unning people naked in alarm ; 

No refuge there, nor heliotrope to charm. 

Behind had they thw handfl, with sarpenta bound ; 

And these, the reina transpiercing with the tail 

And head : knotted in twists thej fell. 

And lo I at one who then was b; our aide 

A eerpent dart«d, who tzanapierced, and bit 

JuKt wb«re the neck is to the Bhouldere knit 

Nor O nor I so quickly could be writ 

As he enkindled, burned, and ashee all 

To earth poured out — could never choose but &1I. 

And after thus dissolved on earth he lay, 

The ashes, gathering once more, rehu-n 

Into the self-same meaBure of the form. 

And thus, by greateet Bagee 'tis confessed. 

The Phcenix dies, and afterwards revives ; 

Near the five hundredth year again it lives ; 

Nor herb uor grain its food in living hours, 

But incense and tears, Jerusalem rose so sweet. 

Spikenard, and myrrh, compose its winding-sheet 

Like him who fiiUs, and that he knows not how. 

By force of demon pulling to the ground. 

Or elae obstruction which a man has found. 

Who, when at length he riaee, looks around, 

Astounded quit« with angiiinh and surprise 

At what he suffered, and regards and sighs — 

Such was the sinner who was risen up. 

Justice of God, how great, and how severe. 

Which hails its vengeance on transgressoiB here ! 



itv Google 



110 THK VISION OF DANTE. 

The leader then demanded who he waa. 

" From Tuscan}'," he said, " I rained at large 

A little since into this Mghtfiil goi^. 

Mj choice the bestial, not the human life, 

Mule that I was ! and Vamii Fucci then 

A beast, Pietoia was a proper den," 

And I to leader, — " Tell him not to move. 

Ask what has pushed bim to this downward Bpan— 

Fve seen the bloody and oholerio man." 

The ranner beard, but he pretended not ; 

To me directed both his mind and &ce, 

With saddening shame depicted for a space : 

" I grieve still more to be by thee thus found 

In the misery in the which I'm seen. 

Than when from other life myself was ta'en. 

Request to answer I cannot deny. 

Thus low my station is, because a thief 

Of oTnaments from sacristy the chief, 

And faleely put it upon another. 

But such to see that thou mayeet not rejoice, 

If e'er you issue fi^m these cloudy skies. 

To my annunciation ope your ears. 

Pistoia first the Neri's loss resents, 

Then Florence changes laws and citizens ; 

Vapour the war from Val de Magra draws 

Id turbid clouds, which rolls iu upper air. 

And, with impetuous tempest and severe, 

Above Piceno's field conflicting meet«. 

Where it will break in pieces on the bead 

Of each Bianco to be prostrated. 

This have I said, because 'twill make thee sad." 
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And when his words were ended, there the thief 

Upraised tiis handfl in mockery on high — 

" Take them, God ! I level them at thee." 

Henoeforth the serpent race and I were &iends ; 

One, at the point, his neck entwining o'er, 

As if—" I do not wish thee to say more." 

Another wound itself around his arms ; 

Such rivets in the irost liis windings make. 

All power of moTement for the time to take. 

Alas for thee, Pistoia ! stand you not 

In ashes, and no longer to endure. 

So fiir d^enerate from thy sires of yore ! 

Through sll the cirolee of obscurest hell, 

No spirit saw I with such pride rebel 

Against hia God : not he from lliebeB who fell. 

He fled, and uttered not another word. 

An ireful Centaur then I saw oome near. 

And crying — " Where, where is he, the severe I " 

lliy marsh, Maremma, has not, I believe. 

So many adders as upon his side. 

As &r as whrae to human &ce allied. 

Above his shoulders, and behind the nape, 

With opened wings a breatlnng dragon lay, 

Who reddened fire on any in the way. 

My master then said — " This one is Cacus, 

Who, under the rock of Mount Aventine, 

The blood he abed might in a lake confine : 
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From brethren of hia hue a different path 

He treads, for fiaudful vice, which makes him bide 

With that great herd now closing to hie side. 

And hence cessation found his deeds oblique, 

Beneatli the maoe of Hercules at length. 

With hundred blows, he scarcely felt the tenth." 

And while he spoke he had traversed the way. 

Three spirits then apinttaching from below, 

Ere I or leader could perceive or know, 

Escept when they exclaimed, " Who may you be 1 " 

Aud then the talk we were engaged in oeased. 

All our attention unto them addressed. 

I knew them not, but bo it followed then, 

As any case the consequence might frame. 

That one required to use the other's name — 

Was saying then, " Where does Cianfa bide V 

When I, to fix the att«ntion of my guide, 

My finger from the chin to nose applied. 

And if thou, reader, to believe art alow. 

What I shall tell, 'twill be by no means strange. 

For I who saw it must suspect the change. 

My eyebrows while I raised, to view the three, 

A serpent with six feet was seen to lanoe 

On one he altogether grasped at once. 

Wiih his mid-feet he griped him in the paunch. 

With his fore-feet he seized upon eatdi arm. 

And either cheek the cruel teeth alarm ; 

His hind-feet be extended to his thig^ ; 

And sent the tail betwixt them both around, 

The reins to fix on which behind it bound. 

The green ivy never was enrooted 
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To growing timber, as the honid beast 
Through other's members had its own impreaeed. 
And then they grasped, as if of bumiDg wax 
The other each with ooloun to eurioh. 
And now appeared no longer which was which. 
Thus o'er the paper, from the burning heat. 
The colour gathers of euoroaohiiig brown, 
Not black, although the whit« has died and gone. 
The other two regarded it, and each 
Cried out — " Alas, Agnello, how you change ! 
Not one, nor two, single nor double, strange 1" 
The two beads now becoming only one, 
Appearing the figures two commingled — 
In one fiice the two no more you singled. 
Two arms were made of what were four before ; 
The thighs, the legs, the belly, and the chest, 
Became such members as could ne'er be guessed. 
AH former aspect was at once destroyed. 
Two, and yet neither, perverse image was, 
And so passed on, but at a slower pace, 
like the green lizard, in the fiercer heat 
Beneath the D<^-star, flitting from the hedge, 
Like lightning-flash acroSH the pathway's edge ; 
Thns ^>peared thwe, darting towards the bowels 
Of the two others, serpent all on fire, 
Livid and black as a grain of pepper. 
In that same part from whenoe at first is ta'en 
Our nourishment, the one of them transfixed. 
Then fell before him to the ground annexed. 
The one transfixed beheld him, nothing said : 
Nay, closed his feet, and by-and-by he yawned, 



itv Google 



114 THE VIBION OF DANTE. 

Like one with fever or with sleep tuimannad. 

On serpent ha, on him the serpent looked : 

One from the mouth, one from inciaion spot, 

Sent a strong smoke ; die amokeB encount'ring met 

Let Lucan now be ailent, where he treats 

Sabellna of ^aaidins at large, 

And mark the arrow whidi I now discharge ; 

Of CadmuB, Arethusa — Ovid mnte, 

That to a snake, nor that to fountain turn — 

In Terse, for these shall I with euvy bum 1 

Two naturee nerer he, when front to front, 

Gould oJumga, when both the figures were bo swift 

To clothe themselTee redprooal in theft. 

Together so responded to the rule, 

That serpent turned ite tail into a fork. 

And wounded made his feet united woi^ 

The legs and thighs together with themBelTas 

Were so oompremed, that in a little there 

Not any sign of juncture could appear. 

Quickly t«ok tail the figure he had loet — 

Aanimed the softnea of a different skin, 

While that of other hardened from withia 

I eav the arms advancing through armpits, 

And both the feet of wild beast, which were curt, 

Lengthening as the other's feet grew short 

And then the foot, contorting up behind, 

Beoame the member which a man oonoeaI% 

And double gates in his the wret«h reveals. 

While both were yet beneath the veil of smoke. 

Coloured afreeh o'er one the skiii annealed. 

Which from the other lately had been peeled. 
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Tba one rom up and then the other M, — 

Nor tuming yet the impiooB eyes we trace, 

Although beneath had each trausfbrmed the &oe. 

Erect the one drew to his temples high, 

Formed ean, of that superfluous beneath 

T—iiing from the smooth cheeka as from their sheath; 

And what retreated not, retracted there. 

Of Burpluaagehe formed a norn for &oe, 

And thickened lips in due proportioned epaoe. 

The one who lay, hia mucsle Btretdb«d before. 

Into its head withdrew ita ears, aa well. 

As ever snail its horoa within its ebell; 

The tongue, before united and adept 

At epeech, dividea in two — the fi>rUd one 

Of other cloese up, — the smoke &lls down. 

The aonl which now a wild beast was become. 

Escaped, and, hissing, followed TaUe/s reach j 

While other, sputtering, imitated speech ; 

With new shouldera turned him at firat around. 

And then he said — " I wish Buoeo may run 

Tliis pathway throogfa, on breast^ as I have done." 

So saw I, in the sevaith expanse of sand, 

Hutalion, transmutation : — my excuse 

The novel^, if hard the pen I use. 

Goniuaed perchanoe were my bewildered eyes, 

And fitint the power of sulQugated mind. 

But yet mine eyesight nercr waa ao blind 

Not to see well Puccio Soianoato, 

The single he, with tftree companions rangodi 

Who came the fint, and who was nerer idiangsd : 

The otlm he for whom OaviUe mourns. 
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THE VISION OF DAKTE. 



CANTO XXVI. 



Raioiox thou, Florence 1 since bo great thou art, 

That thou oan'st beat tbj wings o'er sea and land, 

And through infernal space thy name expand. 

Among the band of thieves, full five I found 

Thy citizens, and me the shame still soils, 

And no great honour upon thee recoils. 

But i^ when morning 'b near, we dream of truth, 

Thoa'lt feel henceforth before tew days eipire, 

What Prato's wishes, and his thoughts desire. 

And if it happened now the time were good. 

Would it were so, since so it must abide, 

I'll foel it more upon the turn of tide. 

We parted thence, and o'er the toothing stair 

My guide remounted, and upheld me there. 

Pursuiug thus the soUtaiy way. 

Among the splintered rocks of that Beanjliff 

The feet without the hands gave no relief 

I sorrowed then, and now renew my grie^ 

When I my mind direct to what I saw ; 

And more my genins curb and keep in awe 

Lest it should nm where virtue cannot lead ; 

If the good star, or something better yet, 

Fas blest me, blcwiDg I should not r^ect 

Oft as the peasant on the hill reclines. 

When he enlightens for a longer space, 

Who all the world can brighten with his &ce, 

And when the fly gives place unto the gnat. 
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Beholds he fire-fliee through the valley low, 

In which he teodB the Tinea or holds the plough ; 

Such and bo manj fires reeplendent shone 

ThroQ|^ all the eighth gulf, soon as sight grew clear. 

And all within its secret depths i^pear. 

Like him his wrong avenging with the bears, 

Who saw the chariot of Ehjah start, 

Erect the bones heavenward depart; 

Who with hie ejea punned so &r to see 

The flame flitnlniBh, distant akv bedeck, 

Ascending upwards to a mist; spech. 

And BO they moved each one along the throat 

Of fiiaae, where none displayed the hidden theft, 

And every flame away a sinner reft. 

I stood upon the bridge to gaze beneath. 

But had I not laid hold upon a rook, 

Down I should have fiUlsn without other shock. 

"Die guide, irtio saw me thus attentive look — 

" In fires," be said, " the spirits are inhumed, 

And swathed in that with which at first illumed." 

" My mastWF,** I replied, " thy words to bear 

Assures me mudi, althouf^ I bad inferred 

lliat so it was, and wished to ask a word~- 

Who is in that fire that is divided thus. 

Which seems to rise above the Theban pyre, 

Where bum the ashes of imslaking ire t" 

He answered me — " Within that flame endure 

Ulysses, Diomed, their &te ; and both 

To vmigeanoe hasten, as they did to wrath ; 

Within their flame have reason to deplore 

The ambush <tf the horse, from which {n-ooeed 
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The bsuing Romans and their noble eeed ; 

Lamentdu^ too, within the cruel arta, 

DeYdamia mourning for Achillea* loaa ; 

Tro/s lost palladiumB their ooies engTOSB." 

" If come their Bpeeob from the ascending BparkB. 

Maator, one praj'er — the cause, and 

Reason why, is equal to a thousand : 

That you will not deny my wish to wait 

Till flame that's homM hitherward aeoend. 

Behold with what desire to it I bend." 

" Your prayer," he said, " is wortliy of much praise ; 

Uy mind it meets with oorresponding vein ; 

But now thy language for a while reetrain. 

Leave me to speak. I oan imagine well 

Thy wish ; and they, too, may be shy of Speech, 

For they were Grecians, should your acoents reaoh." 

And when the flame approached to where we were. 

When to my guide it seemed the time and place, 

I heard him greet them, could his aoceuts trace : — 

" ye who, two, are compaaaed with one fire 1 

I^ living, aught I merited from you. 

And small or great the merit you allow, 

When in the world I wrote the lofty -vena, 

Move not from hence till one of you reveal 

The final death-aoene and hia mined weaL" 

The horn more prominent of the antique flame 

Rolled itself together, murmuring. 

As when tlie rising wind its form is stirring. 

The waving top, then moving to and fro 

Like moving tongue, which Uien was heard to speak, 

Sent forth a voice upon tlie ear to bredt : — 
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HELL. 

" When I left Ciroe for a year, ooiutraiiied, 

And more, and when to laad of Gaeta oame, 

Before .£neas bad cou&ired the name. 

Nor iweetneas of mj son, nor piet^ 

For aged &ther, nor arreor of love 

To glad Penelope, my mind could move, 

Could conquer yet the ardonr in my breast 

In the worldly wisdom to become experW- 

In eveiy Tirtoe, and in erery ait. 

I pat myaelf npon the open deep, 

Alone in bai^ and wiUi a company : 

Small as it was, it ne'er deeerted me. 

On either coast, until we looked on Spain, 

Mi»oooo then, and then Sardinian groond. 

And other ialee that salt wave bathes around. 

In tardy age declined, at length attained 

Tba ocean strait to sea which runs within, 

Where Hercnlee beheld his pillani' sign. 

Beyond the bound where enterprise abates. 

Of groves of Seville on the right bereft, 

Centa before we passed upon tlie left — 

' brothers 1 through a hundred thousand ills,' 

I said, ' we've steered in voyage to the west ; 

One little watch remains to reach our rest 

While senses yet somewhat of strength retain. 

Refuse not yet espoiment to tiy 

Of lands beyond the sun and living world that lie. 

Conmder, then, the birth from whence you spnmg : 

Ton were not made, like brutes, to live and die : 

The path of virtue and of knowledge by.' 

No longer blunt^ but sharper than before, 
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With Bhort addreaa I mode them hy the way 
So bent, I soarce had made companionB stay, 
We tamed our prow again at morning dawn. 
Our oara we made like wings, with which we flew ; 
Wider and wider courae on larboard grew. 
Abi'eady all the stare of other pole 
The night beheld; and ouib was now so low, 
Emerging acafoe above evening billow. 
(Ive times rekindled, and aa man; quenched. 
The light sublunar of the lofty moon, 
Sinoe the deep passage first we entered on. 
And then i^peared at last a mountain brown : 
At distance loftier itself upreared 
Than any former I had seen npreared. 
Our joy too soon was turned into complaint, 
For from tbe new-found land a whirlwind rose. 
Which atraok the vessel on her landward bows. 
lliree timea it made her whirl with all the waves. 
And at the fourth it lifted up the poop; 
So pleased, another made the prow to stoop. 
Until the sea rolled o'er us with its swoop." 



CANTO XXVII. 

Now was the flame's direction hi^ and still. 
No more to speak, already on we may. 
With the sweet poet's license, hold our way. 
When, lo ! another, following, drew near, 
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Our eyee attracted to ita top intense, 

B; aonnds oonfueed which seemed to issue thenoe. 

As tiie Sicilian bull rebellowed first, 

With bis complaint Tetributive the while, 

Who first attempered it with smoothing file, 

Repeated lowings with afflicted voice, 

Ab if tbrougb all tbe windings of its mould 

Transfixed with pain that is not to be told : 

No outlet there, nor avenue to find. 

At first the fire into that language turned. 

The words then stru^ling from tbe flame that burned. 

But after they bad found an issuing way 

At fai^iest point, which gave the gliding worth 

The tongue had given them when it sent them forth, 

We heard ita speech — " 0, thou ! to whom direct 

I speak, who lately said, in Lombard tongue, 

' Away with thee I' I will not tease you long. 

Though I have come it may be something late. 

Let it not vex to bear and speak in turn : 

I am not vexed, although you see I bum. 

If to this blind world thou art lately fiiUeo, 

And if you come from that delightful land — 

PVom Latium, where my young deceit was fiinned — 

Tell me — Bomagna, has it peace or war t 

I was from mountains 'tween Urbino's rocks 

And ridge where Tiber first bis stream unlocks." 

I still looked down attentive, and inclined, 

And then my guide touches my side and says — 

" Speak thou, for this is one of Latin race." 

And I, whose answer was already framed, 

Without delay to speak to him b^^ : 
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" Boul BO fitr below, a hidden mau ! 

Thy Bomagna ie not, and never was, 

Without contention in her ^ranta' breaats ; 

But open war I left not in these parts. 

Barenna as she was for maay yeais : 

Polenta's eagle there no longer springB, 

But now envelope Corria with ita winga. 

The land which made the lengthened trial once. 

And of Franceschan race the bloody heap, 

^e clawB of green beneath them quiet keep. 

VeiTuochio'a maetifla, both the young and old, 

Who ruled Montagna with dommion proud. 

In the accustomed place still suck her blood 

Lamone and Santemo govems he — 

The lion azure in the argent field — 

Who changes when the changing aeasona yield ; 

And she whose fdde the river Savio bathes 

From tyranny to liberty vibrates. 

And now, I pray thee, wilt thou not relate ) 

Be not more hard than all bedde have been : 

May yet thy name erect ita brow between 

The rest in world," The flame had roared a while, 

As 't will the point began to move once more — 

From here to there songht utterance aa before. 

" If I thou^t that I was answering one 

Who could return unto the world again, 

Still without motion should this flame remain. 

But since from out this dungeon never one 

To eartb returned, if what I 've heard ia true, 

I fear no in&my ia answering you. 

A man of arms I was, then — Gordcdier : 
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Methought the girdle would have m 

And so it would, if r^ht the mind intends ; 

But the high-priaBt — and evil be to him ] — 

To first transgression drew my steps again : 

How, why, to that I wish you to attain. 

When of the bone and pulp my mother gave 

I still was formed, the works I left behind 

Were of the fox, not of the lion kind : 

ContriTances, and all the hidden schemes, 

I knew them well, could to thdr oourse attend, 

Until their sound reached to the world's end. 

But when I nw I had attained that age 

Of human life, when eaah no more should roam. 

But fiirl the sails and bring the meahea home, 

Tliat which before had j^eaaed disturbed me then. 

Bepentanoe and oon&emon had not swerred. 

Unhappy me t but that^ device had serred. 

That he, leader of the new PhariBees, 

Wbo waged his wars against the Latsran, 

Not the Judtean or the Saracen, 

Et^ enemy he had a Christian ; 

Not one at Acre led tb' avenging band. 

Nor merchant any in the Soldan's land ; 

Not his high office, nor the order's awe 

Respected, nor Saint Francis' girdle, seen 

In me, that 's wont to make the wearer lean. 

Sylvester thus did Constantiue request, 

In Uount Soracto, leprosy to cure. 

tiy master thus, recovery to insure 

From fevered pride he could not more endure, 

My counsel asked ; and I was nlent then, ' 
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For to me the; seemed expressions drunken. 
He epoke again : ' Suspect not in thine heart : 
I absolve thee now ; and, to prove thy worth. 
Teach me to cast Peneetrino to the earth. 
The heaven I can shut up, and then unlock. 
Thou know'at ; and two the number of the kejs 
My predeooBBor knew not how to prize.' 
The graver arguments had touched me more, 
And Edleoce then i^peared to me the worse. 
' Since thou absolv'at me, fiither, from the force,' 
I said, ' of guilt, in which I needs must foil, 
Long promises, but performauoe short to meet. 
Will make you triumph on your lofVf seaL' 
Saint Francis came for me when I was dead. 
One, 'mong dark cherubim who filled his lot. 
Said — 'Take him not away, and wrong me not : 
Tis his to sink amid my wretched ones ; 
For that deceit^ counsel given of lat« 
To one, I watched him pulling at the bait 
Who can absolve without repentance true 1 
To will and to repent cannot consist, 
For that the contradiction must resist.' 
Oh me 1 in misery how I shrunk when he 
Seized me, and said — ' Ferhape, when I was seen, 
You thought not I should prove logician keen.' 
To Minoe carried me, who twined his tail 
For me eig^t timee around obdurate back — 
Gnawed it — his rage had put him on the rack : 
' This one is of the race in wicked fire.' 
Therefore, you see, Fm lost in this expanse — 
Clad in this habit — lead this wretched dance." 
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His speech at last when he hod thuB Mfilled, 

The flame departing, sorrowful to burn. 

Writhed round, and beat, and writhed ita sharper horn. 

Then paaaiiig on, my leader and myaelf 

Mount«d, and reached where other arch confinea 

And covera fosse, in which ore paid the fines — 

Sin of GonuniBBion apon them oombines. 



CANTO XXVIII. 

With words at ease what mortal man oonld e'er. 

Of all the blood and plaguea, tell to the full 

I aaw, on purpose to narrate at will ! 

Our speech alone, and e'en the vassal mind, 

To reach so &r, in sense must &11 behind. 

Not all with which Iho former race had dyed. 

Land of vicissitude ! thy bloody soil. 

Where mourns Apulia 'mid her rural toil, 

WiUt Roman hands ; and in the lengthened war 

Which brought the harreet of the ngnet-ringa, 

As Livy tells ; nor ever error brings, 

With that which felt the shock of painful blows 

Of Ouiacard Robert in the bloody brunt, 

Whose bones unburied still the land a&vnt — 

Of Ceperan, whose treacheiy gained the day — 

Apulian, and that of Ta^liacozzo, 

Where, unarmed, o'ercame he, bold Alardo. 

One showed a lopped-off limb, and one a mumed. 
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Such aoene equal who could, the strange turmoil 

Which thronged the ninth gulf with its wounded ooil. 

A cask without a hoop, or loet its etav^ 

As Tve aeen one, that never gaped so wide, 

Chin and canal at outlet to divide : 

Between the 1^ the gathered entrailB hung ; 

Hie whole midriff, and the Bad Back was seen. 

Which turns to refuse what it swallowe clean. 

While with fixed look on him intent I gazed, 

He looked at me ; his hand then opened breast, 

And B^d, " Mark how I lacerate my oheat — 

Behold and see how Mahomet is maimed I 

In front, lo I Ali goes, and weeping sore. 

Cleft from the chin to lock that hangs before ; 

And all the others whom you look on here, 

Of scandal and echiam disseminaton, 

Were living once, now are cloven traitors;. 

A devil here is following, who divides 

So cruelly with sword-out, it would seem 

Dissevering every spirit of this ream. 

When once we've made the doleful drouit roond ; 

For all the wounds we had are closed, alas ! 

Ere we approach before him to repass. 

But thou — who art thou, musiog on the rock. 

Who hesitate, perhaps, in penal times, 

To take the lot awarded by thy crimes t" 

" Nor death has touched him, nor does crime conduct," 

Replied my master, " to tormented place ; 

But full experience of woe to trace. 

To me, though dead, belongs the task to lead 

Him down, a living soul, from gyre to gyre. 
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'Hw thing ia true which I to thee dedare." 

More ihext a hundred Bpirits, when they heard, 

Arrested stood in foese to gaze on me — 

In wonder thus fragetting misery, 

" Tell Friar Dolon to provide him well, 

You that, perh^n, ere long will see the sun, 

If he wish not to ibllow me too soon, 

In food if straitened — ^for the snows surround — 

That victory &U not to the Norareae, 

Which otherwise be might achieye with eesa" 

One of his feet suspended in his walk, 

In momentaiy pause to speak with me, 

In parting on the earth extended he. 

Another then, and with diseerered throat, 

Mutilated noee, to the eyebrow gone. 

Who had not any but one ear &k>ne, 

Remained still, r^prding me as marvel, 

Before the others, with bis windpipe cut, 

Vermilion stains on outside round abou'^ 

And Mid — " O thou whose &nlt condemns thee not ! 

Once Been befbre, and in Latinut^ soil, 

Unless the Sb'ong resemblance me bagoite, 

Remember Pier di Medicina. 

If you review again the lovely plain 

The slopea from Teroelli to Maroabo contain, 

And Fono's worthiee, make the two aware. 

Both Master Goido and Angio)eU<^ 

If the departed epirita future know, 

From oat their vessel will the two be oast, 

Cloee by Cattolica, and in a aadc, 

Nor treachery of cruel tyrant lack ; 
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Between tlie Gyprua and M^orca ialea, 

The vorst of orimea upon the roaring wavea, 

Beheld of pirates Euid Argolio braves. 

The traitor there, who sees but with one eye, 

Iiord of the land that one with me deaires 

Had ne'er saluted eyesight which admires. 

Hell make them come to conferenoe with him. 

Foaoara's breezes imdiaturbed may rave, 

Nor prayer nor vow will shield them from the grave." 

And I to tiitn — " Demonstrate and declare, 

Unless your will l^e novelty delays, 

Who ia he, t«ll me, of the bitter gaze t" 

He placed bis hand on the cheek-bone of one 

Of his companions, forthwith oped his mouth, 

Cried — " This ia the one, I tell to thee the truth, 

Who chased the floating doubt from CKsar's mind ; 

Who said that preparation shuns delay, 

Whiidi disadvantage brings to lose the day. 

like tongue extracted, cut out at the root, 

For tliat hard speech, from Curio's mouth came out" 

And one, who had lost the hands both right and left, 

Ruaed throu^ the darkling air the aevered wriste^ 

That bleeding drops fell on bis &ce like mists : 

" Remembereet aught of Mosca, he who said, 

' The deed that's done ia finished too,' alaa ! — 

The seed of aufferance to the Tuscan race." 

I added — " And of death that spent thy line." 

Grief accumulating on grief in pace, 

Dulnesa and sorrow blended in his fkce. 

But I remained to cast my eyea on crowd, 

And saw what I should fear myself to tell. 
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Witbout more proof to show of auch marvel, 
Unlen m; conscieaoe could myself secure, 
With its good company, enfranchiBe breast, 
Beneath tbe armour of a heart at rest 
I saw then — sure, methinks e'en yet I see — 
A beadleaa bust advancing in the way, 
With other souls of that sad company ; 
The severed head sustaining by the hair. 
In guise of lantern pendent from the hand ; 
And cried, " Ah me !" r^arding where we stand. 
Of self a lantern for himself he made; 
And there were two in one and one in two, 
And he who governed it alone knows how. 
Direct when at the foot of bridge we were. 
He nised his arm on high, with all his head, 
To bring the words the nearer which he said. 
Which were — " Now see the trouble that molests, 
Thou breathing wanderer, our fate to guess ; 
Among the dead is any woe like this 1 
If thou desirest news of me to know, 
Then hear : Bertram I am of Bomion, 
Who gave the evil counsel to King John. 
Hade fitther, son, rebel against themselves. 
Abito|^iel for Absalom did lesa 
To plunge in strife, and David in distress. 
Two peisons as I parted so conjoined. 
Thus is my brain disparted, misery I 
From tlie b^inning to the trunk of tree : 
The fearful forfeit to be seen in me." 
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THE VISION or DANTE. 



CANTO XXIX. 



Thb numetouB people, and ihe diverse plagues, 

Made my bewildered eyes bo much to reel, 

They wept like in£uits o'er departed weaL 

And Virgil said to me — " Why gazeet bo t 

^Vhy strain tliine eyesight thus without relief, 

To view the epiritB blunted by their grief 1 

You did not bo at all the other gul& I 

Think'st thou to number circuit of tLe ground, 

That twenty-two miles run the valley round 1 

The moon already ie beneath our feet. 

The hours, alas ! conceded are but few, 

And what you have not seen remains to view." 

" If you had marked," I then replied, and quick, 

" The reason wherefore I waa gazing bo, 

Perhaps you would not blame my progresB slow ! ' 

Forward a little, then, and I behind 

The guide, the moment when I made reply, 

Aud added then — " Within that cave to spy. 

Where you beheld me oast a steadfitst eye, 

A spirit of my blood I think there ii, 

Who weeps transgreedon in a gulf like this." 

The master said — " Thyself diBturb not now ; 

Let thy reflections in advance be here : 

Of other think, let him continue there. 

I saw him, at the foot of little bridge, 

Foiuting to thee, with threatening finger reared — 

Oeri del Bello was the name I heard ; 
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Bat then you were entjrely so absorbed 
Wid bim wbom Altaporte'a tuirete own. 
That my of bim 70U looked not until gone." 
" My guide," I said, " the death of violence 
He met avenged is not ; and hence the blame 
That now accrues to portnen of hia shame 
Made him disdain^, and he passed me thus. 
Nor stopped to parley — so at least I deem — 
And made hia fitte a more regretful theme." 
Thus we discoursed unto the place which first 
Upon the rock the other vaJley showed 
To lowest depth, had but the li^t allowed. 
When last, o'er arched inoloeure, footatepe found 
Of Malebolge, whose oloistered iomates me, 
The depth at last unclosing to our view, 
DirerM laments at once shot through my ears, 
Whoee arrows all, with pity steeled, appear 
So keen, with bands they made me close each ear. 
If all the nek Yaldiohiaoa seea 
From July close couching to September, 
Marcmma's, Sardinia's noxious ember. 
In one fosse were aU combined together. 
Such was the sorrow there, and stench that rose, 
Which festered limbs continually disclose. 
Down the long rock's descending bulwark point, 
Still keeping to the left, our pathway lay 
Inclining to the depth where minister 
Of the High Lord, Justice, that cannot err, 
Condemns the forgers on the register. 
Not greater griet, I think, tliere could have been 
Droc^ng to view .^^ina by the sea. 



itv Google 



132 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

When all the air was fiiU of malady ; 

When all animalB, e'ee to little worm, 

Fell down, and afterwards the ancient race, 

(If to the bards you can accord the grace) 

From seed of ants, rerivified on earth, 

Thau we could see through vaUey so obscure, 

In heapa the spirits languish and endure. 

One on the belly, on the shoulder one. 

O'er other ; and one, creeping by the way. 

Himself transported through the sad journey. 

Now step by step we went, and nothing said, 

Looking and listening to diseased around. 

Who could not Uft their persons from the ground. 

I saw two sufferers sit, propped up the twain. 

Like brazen vesaels, mutua] heat to gain. 

From head to foot the frequent splinters stain. 

I ne'er saw curry-comb so swiitly used 

By groom, expected by his haughty lord, 

Or by himself of tedious waiting tired. 

As oft as each of them essayed the bite 

Of nails all o'er himself with fuiy great, 

Of the mad itchii^ succour none to meet 

The incrustation from the nails come down. 

As with the knife the scales come from the fish. 

The carp, king carp, or larger in the dish. 

" O thou that with the finger can'st unnuul I " 

My guide began to say to one of those, 

" And pincers make of them, at times to use. 

Tell me if any Latin there be found 

Of those within : so may thy nails sufBoe 

Eternally to wait on this emprise." 
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" Latini are we both yon see bo spoiled," 

Beplied the one, and when he spoke he wept ; 

" But who art thou who aakeat bo abrupt ! " 

" With him who liTea," he said, " I trace the way ; 

fWn precipice to predpioe deaoend, 

To him to show where downward re^ooa tend." 

The bond that mutually supported fell. 

And each to me in trembling horror turned, 

With all the reet to whom the words returned. 

Good master quite addreesed himself to me. 

And said, — " Now aay to them e'en what you can." 

Obedient to his wiah, and I b^an : — 

" If your memory is not soatched away 

In the first world, but dwells in human minds 

Alire on earth, when many a sun asoendE^ 

Inform me who you are, and of what race. 

If your ill-boughl^ distasted trouble yield; 

Nor here refuse to haTe your life revealed. " 

" I was of Areaio, and Albero 

Of Siemia condemned me to the fire — 

Not for tran^resaion which haa brought me here. 

Yet true itia, I said to him in joke, 

' Now I oould lift myself through air from thence.' 

He who had eagerness and little sense 

Wished I should show him art : for that alone, 

For not bestowing Dsedaleen wings. 

His son to fi«ry death the culprit brings. 

But me, in the last gulf of all the ten. 

For use of alchemy, in world reoelTed, 

Haa Hinoe placed, who must not be deceived." 

To bard I said — " Think'st Uiou there erer waa 
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A race 90 vain Eta that of Siennese 1 — 

The men of France muat yield the place to these ! " 

The other leper, who had heard me, said — 

" In Stricca on exception youll allow. 

Hie moderate expeoses you must know ; 

The Glove-flower Niocolo found, and told the way 

For rich to use it, as the garden's firuit, 

Where auoh carnation only can take root : 

Except the troop, among the which dispersed 

Caccia Ascian Tines and foreet leares, 

Whose damled mind eai^ openly perceivea. 

But to inform thee now who seconds thee 

Against the Siennese, now sharpen eye. 

That so my &ce to thee may make reply ; 

Thoult see that I am Capoochio's shade, 

Metals who blaified with alchemy : 

Ton remember, if I read thee rightly, 

I waa in aipbag Nature masterly." 



CANTO XXX. 

In ihe time when Juno was tormented 

With rage at Semele, and Theban blood. 

Once and again her jealous passion showed ; 

To such insanity grew Athamaa, 

That when his wife he saw, with both her sow 

On each hand laden with her httle ones, 

He cried — " Spread out the net, that I may si 
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The lionefis and lion whelps at paas." 

Extended then his talooa pitUesB, 

Seizing one who had the name Leafchua, 

Both alung him romul and daahed him on a rook : 

And ^e with other drowned herself with shock. 

And when the fate of fortune rolled to duat 

The towen of Troy, in uniTeraal fire, 

And king and kingdom perished in her ire. 

Sad, miserable oaptivey Hecube, 

When she beheld the dead Polyxena, 

And Poljdore, her eon, stretched by the sea. 

She barked canine, and broke into a race — 

For Buoh distracting grie& her soul distress. 

Nor Theban furies, nor the Trojan stings. 

Were ever seen so cruelly to infix 

In beaat or human limbs the goading pricks, 

As I beheld two pale and naked shades, 

Who gnashed their teeth aa they were running fay : 

So runs the hog excluded from the sty. 

One came at Capocchio, where the chine 

And neck are joined, and bit so deep he dragged 

The belly grating o'er the basement flagged. 

And Aretin, who trembling there remained. 

Said — " This incubus is Gianni Schicchi ; 

Rages, rans, and thus puts out his spite he." 

" Oh," said I to him, " if other fix not 

His teeth in thee, let not my words harass : 

Ere it departs tell me who other was." 

And he to me — " Tie the antique spirit 

Of wicked Myrrha, who oame t* expect 

Her fother-friend, but not in love direct ; 
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Who changed herself and &ldfied speared : 

Like him, to gain the Lady of the Herd, 

BiiboB Donati coiuterfeited well — 

Made the dead testate, then affixed hia seal" 

And when the two enraged had passed away. 

On whom my eye I kept intently fixed, 

I turned to see the reet with good uiunixed. 

I saw one made in figure like a lute, 

A trunk the tumour made of him from groin, 

Where frame of man is forked, and cannot join. 

The heavy dropsy can unmatcli each limb — 

For &ce would answer to a body sUm. 

Such disproportioned moisture comes to him, 

It makes him hold the parching lips apart. 

Like hectio sufferer &om the fevered thirst — 

To chin one turned and other one rerersed. 

" Oh, ye unsuffering 1 who now abide, 

I know not how, in world of suffering," 

Sud he, " where is your oompasnon stirring 

For the misery of Maatro Adamo 1 

I had, alive, whate'er I could deeire ; 

One drop of water now in vain require. 

The little rivulets firom verdant hills 

Of Casentine, desoending to Amo — 

Qently and coolly their channels follow — 

Ever before me come, and not in vain, 

Their pictured image, their delight to drink. 

Dries more than all which makes my visage shrink. 

The rigid justice, whose confines I passed, 

Ocoamon takee from place where I tranf^reased. 

To make more frequent n^is take fli^t tram Inmost 
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Then is Somena, where in counterfeit 
The Baptist's image I had feleely stamped : 
Hence wu my frame through fire to ashes damped. 
But could I now hehold the sorrowing soul 
Ouido, Aleesandro, or their brother, 
Branda'B spring lees grateful sight than t' other. 
One is euoloeed, if truth the raging ahadea 
Report, who hold their wiuding course around : 
But what avails to me, with muscles bound 1 
Were I of so much lightness now possessed, 
And could advance one inch in hundred years. 
In quest of him amid this shattered race. 
Eleven milee He windings to surrey — 
Half mile across, if I but knew the way. 
To them I owe my place in family here ; 
Induced the florins to beat out ao thin, 
Which had three carats of alloy within." 
And I to him^ — " Who are the wretched two 
Who amoke lilce hand the wintry moisture steeps, 
And lie at length where your right boundary gripe t" 
" I found them here, and once they never turned," 
Said he, " when first I runed into thia pit ; 
Nor do I tldnk will ever compass it 
The one who fiilsely Joseph did accuse, 
ITw other, Sinon, the &lse Cfceek at Troy- 
Sharp fever breeds the v^Kiurs that annoy." 
And one of them, who took it ill, perhaps, 
To hear hia name expressed in words obscure, 
Made him a blow upon the paunoh endure. 
And that resounded as it were a drum. 
Hastro Adamo struck faim ou the &oe. 



itv Google 



138 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

With arm aa hard as if on other place ; 

And said — " At least 1 am not yet deprived 

Of power to more 't : by some members heavy, 

I have the aim for suoh engagement free." 

And he replied — " When you went on your way 

To fire, you had it not so ready then ; 

Too ready with it when you oame to coin." 

The dropsical — " In this you speak the truth. 

Bo true a witneee, ready to attest, 

At Troy you were not, when you stood inquest" 

" If I Bpoke folse, you folaified tlie ooin," 

Ssid Sinon. " I am here for eingle fault. 

And you for more than any demon sought." 

" Recollect thou peijored one ! deceitful horse," 

Replied the one, inflated like a quilt, 

" That all the world may know, acknowledge guilt !" 

" Thy thiist convicts thee, parched and cracking tongue I" 

Said Greek, " and hence th' imposthume'e waters rise : 

Thy mountain belly int»«epta thine eyes." 

The coiner — " Then thy mouth ia ever wide 

For evil epaech, with which thou'rt wont to greet 

Though I foel thirst, with dews I am replete : 

Thou hast the burning and the aching bead. 

Entreaties, invitation, sure may st«p 

To bid thee lick Narcissus' mirror up. " 

To listen to them I was aU intent 

My maator s^d — " Attention now be rife I 

I very nearly am with thee at strife." 

With anger when I aaw him me address, 

I turn to him — sucb ahame myaelf involves. 

And in my memory still the thou^t revolves. 
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HELL. 

Like him who dreaniB he has sustcuned a luas, 

And e'en when dreaming wiahes 'twere a dream. 

And all its mibetanoe an unreal theme; 

So 'twaa with me, without the power to speak : 

The excuse I wished to make — Bomething forbid 

Excuang, though T never thought I did. 

" A greater fkult lees riiame than thine might lave," 

Hy master said, " for yours has been too much ; 

Of eveiy sadness then remove the touch. 

Ii«ason suggest that I am at thy side, 

If it should prove thy fortune e'er to be 

Where such there are involved in such a plea : 

To wish to hear it is a base desire." 



CANTO XXXI. 

It was the same tongue which bit me at first. 
That one and other cheek was tinted o'er. 
Thai brought the medicine, vigour to restore. 
Thus I have heard AchiUes' lance was wont, 
His sire's besidea, at first to be the cauBe 
Of grie( and then of rulnentry pause. 
We turn our back on valley of dolor. 
Surmounted bank which oompasaeth around, 
^avermng path without a single sound, 
l^ere it was less than day and less than night. 
So that the eye searched out its forward line ; 
But to sound of high horn my eare incline. 
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Such, it would have mode the loud thunder hoarse. 

Pursuing, then, the way which waa reverse. 

My eyes advance a distant qxtt to pierce. 

After the rout bo full of soirow, which 

Destroyed the power of host of Charlemagne, 

Orlando's blast was not so fiill of pain. 

My head I carried soon aloft to view, 

Where many lof^ towen the prospect sees. 

"Maater," aaid I to him, "what land is thisl" 

And be to me — " Because you have traversed 

Too long the darkness of the path we're tracM, 

Imagination finds the scene displaced. 

You will soon see, if yon approach the spot, 

How much the sense deceived yon from afiir — 

Onward a little, then, thyself beBtir." 

"Rien tenderly he took me by the hand ; 

To mak6 the &ot appear less strange, 

He said — " Before we reach a forther range, 

These which you see are not towers, but gisnta. 

And round the bank they stand, within the pit, 

Each one immersed beneath umbilio knot" 

Aa when the mist be^ns to disappear, 

And bit by bit the eye to recognise 

What vapour hides in which the landscape lies : 

Thus through the air, so thickened and obscure, 

Nearer and nearer, on approaching brink, 

llie error flies, but fear begins to think. 

When as above the compassed sweep around 

Itself with turrets Uontereggion crowns. 

Thus was the bank the channelled moat surrounds 

With giants turreted at half their size ; 
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That race bo horrible, who tiireateningB found 

In frowning ekiea, or in the thunder-BOund. 

Already I remained the face of one 

The ahouldera, breast, and belly, greater part, 

And both the anna, deaoending ribs apart 

Sore Natnre, when she left Bublimer art 

To &Bhion ftnimftlH^ did tiien no worse 

To make of suob executora of Mars ; 

If she then of the elephant and whale 

Repent not, be who marketfa well her ways 

Will find a JQBter, a disoreeter praise. 

For vbea a reasoning and a subtle mind 

Is joined, bemdes, to evil will and power. 

Who can retdstt — for all defence must cower. 

His &ca appeared to me so long and lai^ 

As San Pietro's pine, when seen at Kome ; 

And other bonee in their proportion coma 

And BO that, from the bank irtiioh cinctured round 

His wust below, his striking stature rose 

So &r, that e'en to reach where locks unclose, 

Three men of Friedlaud's height had Mten short ; 

Whereas I saw length thirty palms was worth, 

From where the mantle 's buttoned to the earth. 

" Baphel max atneeh izahi almi I " 

So cried, with mouth of fierce and wide acclaim. 

That was not suited for a sweeter psalm. 

Towards him my guide — " O foolish t^irit 1 

Let thy horn speak, and thus thy thoughts declare. 

When rage or other passion takes the air. 

Search at the neck, and you will find the belt 

Which binds it on. soul ! confusion-stnick, 
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Chained to thy mighty breaat as to a rock." 
Then BAid to me, " His own accuser this — 
ffimrod, &om whom, whose madness vain abased, 
No more one language in the world is used. 
Leave him to stand; let us not speak in vain, 
For BO to him is every language tone ; 
As to his others, that 's to all unknown." 
A longer tour we made, and, journeying on, 
Turned to the left, and at a croBsbow's bolt. 
Beside a fiercer and a greater halt. 
What master bound Hini not for me to know. 
I cannot tell, but that he was confined — 
One arm before, the right was bound behind ; 
And with a chain which him enveloped round — 
Descending from the neck, its wreaths disclosed, 
And five timeB round his body it enclosed. 
" His power 'gainst Jupiter he wished to try, 
Proud as he was, against the greater powers ; 
And hence," guide said, " the piinishment endures : 
Ephialtes — he who made the great essay 
With giants once the gods to t«rrify : 
The arm he wielded he no more can try." 
And I to him — " My wish is, if I could. 
Unmeasured Briareus to behold ; 
With my own eyes experiment unfold." 
Whence he replied — " Antteus you shall view 
Not for from this, who speaks, and is unbound — 
WhoTl place us where the depth of vice is found. 
He whom you wish to see is &rther ofi^ — 
Is bound, and stands in such a case as this. 
Save that his countenance more ferodous is." 
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Not e'eu a tower, by force of earthquake rocked. 

One mighty mam of ahuking stone became, 

As Ephialtefi 'gan to ghake his &am& 

ThfiD more than ever struck wiUi fear of death, 

Before the terror then my life had waned. 

But that I saw the fetters which reatrained. 

Farther we advanced, and straightway came 

To where AnteeuB atood, five ells in height. 

Beyond the cave, without iuB head complete. 

" thon ! who in sucoesefiil vale, which once 

Made Scapio heir to everlasting feme. 

When Hannibal and his had lost the game, 

A thouaand lions carried off for prey ; 

And hadst thon joined the shook of moimtains ftu-. 

Ranked with thy brethren, as opinions are. 

The sons of earth bad triumphed in the war; 

Place UB below, and do not think us bold. 

Where deep Cooytus is shut up with cold. 

Make us not seek Tityus and Typhoaus — 

This can confer what earnestly is sought ; 

Then boid, and not with lip set us at naught 

Yet in the world can he renew thy feme — 

He lives, a lengthened hfb may yet eipeot, 

If he 's not called away by grace eleot" 

So said my master. Quickly Antfcus 

His baud extended, and took up my guide 

With grip which Hercules had felt on side. 

Virgilius, when he felt that he waa seized. 

Said — " Come hither near, that straightway I take thee :" 

Made but one burden both of him and me. 

Such Cariaenda's tower, when one r^arda 
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'Neath where it leane, if chance a pasBuig cloud 

Come o'er, to ahow it from the plummet bowed. 

Such seemed Auteus : in the short delay, 

I saw faim Btoop, the motion we obey — 

I could have wished t' hare gone another way. 

Li^tly he placed us at the depth below, 

Which Lucifer and Judaa can devour : 

But long he stooped not, but uproee with power, 

Aa in a ship the mast is seen to tower. 



CANTO XXXII. 

Had I but stanzas rugged, rude enough. 
With the sad hollow depth to hannoniee. 
Which base to every other rock supplies. 
My buoy's sweets more flilly I'd express. 
But nnce to me no fittdng numbers nse, 
Not without fear I try my feeble voice ; 
For 'tis no jest to touoh on that emprise — 
Describe the base of universe with awe, 
With tongue aooustomed to Mamma, Babbo. 
Those ladies, then, will they assist my verse. 
Who helped Amphion to encircle Thebes, 
lliat words and things may be according tribes. 
vessels Ul-created above all 1 
Who dwell in place we shudder at its notes. 
Cattle you 'd better been, or clambering goats. 
When we were placed within the darksome pit, 
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ti the giauta' feet, low level there, 
At lofty wall I gazed in upper air ; 
I heard one aay — " Look how you walk — take care 
You trample not, beneath the soles of feet. 
The heads of bretiiren whom you oannot greet" 
Wherefore I turned, and saw betbre my fooe, 
Beneath my feet, a lake which, from the ioe, 
Had lees the look of water than of glasa 
The veil upon the Danube's course, though thick 
In Oetericoh, with that oonld never vie ; 
Nor Tana'iB, beneath its freezing sky. 
Was like to thia Had Tabemicb itself, 
Or Fietrapana, fiUlen upon its back, 
The border e'en had not been seen to crack. 
And as the frog will stand, b^:in to croak, 
Uuzzle out water, when the peasant dreams 
Of gleaning— often as her village themes — 
Livid and low within appeared the strain 
Of saddened souls, lamenting in the ice ; 
Chattering as storks that utter foTth their voice. 
Each one inolining downward held his face : 
The mouth gave token of the cold, the eyes 
B«Tealed the proof of heart that ever »ghs. 
When I had mode some short survey around, 
I turned me to my fbet, and two beheld 
Whose very hair was blended and annealed. 
" Say ye, with bosom into one comprest," 
I Biud, " who are you 1" Then they bent their necks ; 
Each, when he sees, to me his &ce erects. 
Their eyes, which were before with moisture soft, 
Bedropping were upon the lips oongealed. 
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The tears were fmen, and between them held 

Waa nerer beam with other cramped bo faat : 

A» two wUd-goate againrt each other dash — 

Such was their anger and the fotal clash. 

And one, deprived of both his ears b; cold, 

Exoltumed, although he never raised his head, 

" Wherefore gaze on us uninterrupted 1 

Who are these two if 'tis your wiah to know, 

Alberto's parent valley, and their own, 

Is where Biaenzio's sloping wave comes down. 

From one they issued, and C(aa& seek ; 

No other shade your search will recognise. 

So fit to turn into columnar ioe : 

Not he whose breast, when pierced by Arthur's hand, 

"nie sunbeam pierced that broke his shadow there ; 

Nor yet Focaoraa, nor the towering hair 

Of head which intercepts my proper view. 

Who onoe was called Sassol Mascheroni — 

If Tusoaa, well may you know who waa he. 

And, Uiat you lead me not to more discourse, 

Know I am Oamicdon de Pam — 

Carlino darker will enlighten me." 

After saw I a tliousand visages 

Made dogged by the cold ; and shivering fear 

Brings yet before me the congealing there ; 

And while we were advancing to the midst, 

Where poised each weight, I trembled as unrolled 

The cooling influence of eternal cold. 

Or will, or chance, or destiny it waa — 

I know not which, but, passing through the heads, 

A &oe my foot struck, onward as it treads. 
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Weeping, he cried — " Wherefore dost thou bruise me 

What ! mora vengeance still for Mont-Aperto ! — 

Tell me, then, the cause why you trouble so." 

And I—" My master, now expect me here. 

If I can ieaue from a doubt in which I'm placed 

Through him : and tlien 111 make whatever luuit«." 

My guide stood still, and I addressed the one 

A\'ho still blasphemed and oiireed with bitter ire. 

" Who art thou, whose reprimand is so severe ] " 

" And who art thou, Antinorean land 

That roam'st, to strike with violence others' cheeks. 

Which, hadst thou lived, patience itiielf outbreaks ? " 

" laving I am valued maybe by thee," 

Was my reply : " If feme you ask for now, 

A place with other names I can bestow." 

And he to me — " The opposte is what I wish : 

Move thyself from thence, trouble me no more. 

HI canst thou flatter in this valley's cora." 

I seised him by the hairy scalp of ohine, 

And said — "Agree to name thyself or else 

A single hair remains not of handfuls." 

And he — " Although you rob me of my hair, 

My name I will not mention — nor my crimes, 

Though you should pull my hair a thousand times." 

His hair already was within my grasp, 

Here than one tuft I had already rent — 

He barked, with ^es contracted, downward bent 

Another cried, " What's tbe matter, Bocca 1 

Is't not enou^ to cbatt«r with thy teeth. 

But thou must bark 1 — what devil cuts thy breath ) " 

" Ah ! now," I cried, " I wish not thee to speak. 
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Thou evil traitor ; know that, to thy shame, 

111 bear true witness to the deeds you clum." 

" Away with thee ! " he OTed — " tell me what yon w 

But uleace keep not, if you issue heuce, 

Of him whoee tongue's so swift to make oftianoe — 

He weeps betdde this the Franoeschan lion. 

' I saw,' may you say, ' him of Duera 

In the sinners cold, in time's oold tera.' 

Should you be aaked who other sinner was, 

Becoaria is beade, of wily lore. 

Whose hi^ throat the keen axe of Florence shore. 

Uianni del Soldanier — I think, 'tis he ; 

And Qanellon, and Tribaldelto, who 

Unbarred Faenza to the hostile crew." 

We had departed now from where he was, 

When two I saw both in one oompass ioed : 

One head like oowl was o'er the other spliced. 

In such a guise as bmiue eats her bread, 

So fixed hb teeth the other where the spine 

Sinks in the hollow 'twixt the brain and chine. 

Not otherwise the hero l^deus gnawed 

Thy temples, Menalippus ! in disdain. 

Than this the skull and portions that remain. 

" O thou I tliat doBt betray such beastly hate 

AgfUQfit the man you mangle as you eat, 

Tell me," I said, " the cause may make it meet ; 

That, if with reason you complain of him, 

Knowing both who you aro, and what his can. 

In world above I may the debt pay in. 

If that, I speak with, moistare can retain." 
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CANTO xxxrii. 

Hte moutb he lifted from the fell repast — 

That Biiuter, wiping it upon the hair 

Of head which he had mangled in his lair : 

Then he oommeuoed — " Tou wish me to renew 

The griefe so desperate that oppreea my heart. 

E'en with the tho\i^t before the accents start. 

But if my words be germinating seeds 

Of fiiiit of iniamy to traitor whom 

I gnaw, my words and tears will both have room. 

I know not who you are, nor by what means 

You came below, but Florentine appears 

To me at least your language to my ears. 

I was, you must know, Count Ugolino, 

And this the Archbishop Ruggieri. 

Now I will tell thee why eo close to me : — 

That through the effect wrought by his eril thouf^ts 

I trusted in him, and was taken then, 

And murdered after, is witJun thy ken. 

But that which you cannot hare undeiBtood — 

I mean the cruel death that came ere long, 

Thoult hear, and know if he has done me wrong. 

Of shortened grating, and within the cage 

Which takes from me a fimiine-titled name, 

Which other spirits yet may serve to tame, 

Uore moons than one had through the opening shone. 

When evil sleep, and dream that rue betides. 

First tore the curt^ which tlie fliture hidea. 
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Lord of the chase, appeared that one to me 

To hunt the wol( and wolfa whelps, to the hill 

Makes Lucca to the Piaans inviaible : 

With the lean and eager dogH Gualandi, 

Sismondi, and Lanfranchi were the breed 

Before the hunters who had ta'en the lead. 

The oonrse seemed short to me when sire and sons 

Were tired ; I thought I saw the sharpened teeth 

Rend the sides panting in the chase of death. 

When I awoke before the morning came. 

Heard my sons weeping in their sleep, who scud — 

For they were with me—' Father ! give us bread.' 

Well may you be cruel if you weep not 

To Uiink of that announoemeat to my heart ; 

And if not now, when do your tear-drops start t 

Already they had waked and hour drew on 

In which the food was wont to be brought in ; 

From his dream each one was hesitating ; 

I heard the looking of the gate beneath 

Horrible tower ; on which I turned mine eyes, 

On them, without an utterance of Burpriee : 

I wept not — almost turned to stone within. 

lliey wept, and my young Anselmo si^is out — 

' Why do you look so, &ther 1 — what is it ) ' 

Neither by tears nor answer I replied, 

All that day, nor yet the following night, 

Until another sun to world brou^t li^t 

And as a little of the ray got in 

To prison dolorous, and I beheld 

In the four &oee but my own revealed. 

Both hands I gnawed through very force of grief. 
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And they, who tfaongbt I did it &om deaire 
To eat, auddenly raised themselves higher. 
And eaid — ' Father J it would be &i less pain 
If thou wouldst eat of ua : you gave the coil, 
This wretched fleeh, and you should take the spoil.' 
I quieted myself, to make lees sad 
These ones : that and another day all mute : 
Alas, hard earth ! that opened not at rooL 
When we had arrived unto the fourth day, 
Gaddo threw himself prone before my kneee, 
And said — ' Father ! can you not give us eaaet ' 
He died there ; and, just as you see me hero, 
Twas thus I saw the three &11 one by one, 
Between the fifth and sixth ; and then b^an, 
Blind OS I was, to grope my way o'er each. 
Two days I called them aAer they were dead, 
But then my grief to festing bowed the bead." 
When he had said this, with eyes distorted, 
Retook the wretohed skull within his teeth, 
like dogs' against the bonee the waters seethe. 
Ah, Pisa ! shame upon thy native race, 
Of that &ur land where'er its language sounds. 
Since justice sleeps within thy neighbour bounds. 
Arise, Capraia and Gorgona I rise ! 
Shut up the mouth of Amo, which thee laves. 
And every person whelm beneath its waves. 
What if Count Ugolino did betray 
Thy casUee, was it worthy, for the loss, 
To stretch his children upon such a cross ) — 
Thnr innooeuce was proved by youthful age, 
Id modem Tbebee, Uguccion, Brigata, 
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And the other two in fonner oanto 

Forward we passed, where oryatallising ioe 

With rough rude touch had swathed another race. 

Not on their feet inverted in the space j 

The weeping shut the Bluices of their grief; 

No power in eyes their raio-drops to nnhtce, 

It tamed within, the anguish to increase. 

The first tears formed a bright collected group, 

Like crystal risers round the socket walled. 

Beneath the eyebrow filling all the vault. 

It happened then, though callous ftom the ooM, 

That every feeling from my face bad fled. 

And ceased to signify to sense of head, 

I thought that I perceived a little breraa 

Whence I — " My master, what is that which moves 

All vapour not extinguisbnl here it proves." 

When he to me, promptly — " You shall be where, 

To tell, your eye itself will have the power, 

And see the cause of atmospheric shower." 

And one, who sorrowed in the freezing crust, 

Cried out — " O souls of cruelty the most 1 

For which yon're standing in this utter post, 

Bemove fr<om visage this obdurate veil, 

The heart to lighten of the sorrow borne, 

A little, ere the eyes congealed that mourn." 

" If you desire that I should thee unloose, 

Tell who thou wert ; and if I rid thee not^ 

Plunge me in congelation's lowest spot." 

Beplied be — " I am Friar Alberigo : 

I am he of the fi^t of evil sprung ; 

For fig I taste the date jnvtracted long." 
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"Oh," said I to him, "art already deadi" 
" With my body," he said, " how it may fere, 
I kmow not, nor am I awar«. 
Such profit has the soul that 'a Ptolomean, 
That oft-timee will the spirit fell to this. 
Ere thread is cut by goddess Atropoe. 
That with more ease you may oblitemte 
The tears which vitriiy upon my fece, 
Enow that, when such a soul as mine betrays, 
The body then is seiied upon at once, 
Poeeeeaed by fiend who rules for after-time, 
Until it readies to its latest clime ; 
Headlong it fella into this cistern deep. 
Perhaps above may body still appear 
Of shade of him who winters in the rear. 
Thou shouldst have known him, if thou'rt late below- 
Master Branca Doria. Not many a year 
Has passed tdnce first he was included here." 
" I believe," I said, " that you deoeive me : 
Branca Doria 's not dead, thou stain to man ! — 
Eats, drinks, and sleeps, and puts his vesture on." 
" In fosse," said he, " where evil talons dwell — 
I mean, where boiling is tenadous pitoh — 
Not yet had Michel Zaiiche found hia niche. 
When this one left a devil in his room ; 
In bis body, one near hinx as a limb. 
Who wrought the deed of b^achery with him. 
Henceforth extend thy hand to reach me here. 
Open mine eye&" And I opened them not : 
RuBticity tlie courtesy be sou^t 
Alas fbr Oenoeae I a race diverse 
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From maimen — all thy fiiultB of evil birtli, 
And vb; not scattered from the fiice of earth } 
For with the worser spirit of Bomagiut, 
One of thy race I found, for deeda of hie, 
In a CocytuB soul in deep abyaa ; 
And yet in body is hie life eipreaa. 



CANTO XXXIV. 

" Thk barmen of the Infernal King come forth 

Towards us ; therefbre, look forward through the dim," 

My master said, "if you can discern him." 

As when tite nkpour of thick cloud exhales, 

Or, when our hemisphere's involved in night, 

A windmill at a distance strikee our mght, 

Such was the edifice I seemed to see. 

That from the wind 1 shrank into the rear. 

Behind my guide, no other shelter near. 

Now was I, and with fear the metre tells. 

Where aU the shades were covered o'er complete. 

Like rush transparent through the glassy street 

Some lay along, and others stood upright ; 

That upon head, and that upon his soles ; 

Other, like how, his face to feet controls. 

Wbeai so muoh progress forward we had made, 

That to my master seemed the time to show 

The creature of aspect beauteous ere now — 

He movid from before me, made me st^p : 
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" Ditea behold !" said be ; " aud aee the place, 
To arm yourself with fortitude a epooe." 
How freeong then, how feeble I became. 
Ask not, thou reader ! for I cannot write ; 
For every langua^ must &11 ahort in flight 
I neither died, nor yet remained aliTe ! 
Think within thyself, if ingenioiiB defb, 
How I became of strength and heat bereft. 
Tbe Emperor of kingdom of distresB 
From half the breast up issued from the ice ; 
And my stature more like a giant's is, 
Than giants even are equal to fats arms. 
Henceforth, reflect how great the whole must be 
ThaX can with such a lesser part agree. 
If he were beauteous once aa ugly now. 
And 'gainst his Maker dared to lift his brow, 
From him well might we have proceeding woe. 
Oh I what great marvel in my sight appears. 
To see three fiices on his single head ! 
The one before, and that vermilion red ; 
Tbe other two, that were a4joined to this. 
On middle of each shoulder seemed to rest. 
And both were joined at rc^on of the crest. 
The ri^t appeared 'twixt yellow and the white ; 
The left was such as the descending Nile could 
Display, when sinking in alluvial mud. 
Beneath each one there issued mighty wings, 
Ab suited well a bird so great in sise : 
No sheet so vast at sea e'er met mine eyes. 
They had not plumes, but like nocturnal bat 
Their likeness was : these with so strong he flew. 
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That three winde from the very motioa blew : 

FVom theae eutire Cocytus was congealed. 

With six eyes he wept o'er his tripJe china ; 

The tears he wept, and bloody spittle, stains. 

At every mouth with teeth a sinner crushed. 

As if an engine all their sinews rent 

So three it was his buwnees to torment ; 

But to the one in front was grinding small, 

Compared to tearing as he did the back 

So oft, that all the skin was seen to lack. 

" The spirit low, that suffers greater pain," 

My master s^d, " is Judas Iscariot, 

With head within, and both the legs without. 

Of other two, one has the head below. 

From the black jaw depending — Brutus ; 

See bow he writhes himself, yet mute is I 

The other Cassius seems, so large of limb. 

Again night rises, travellers to recall ; 

Tis partii^ time — for we have looked at all." 

As 'twas his wish, 1 twined around his neck. 

He took his time, and fitting place he spied ; 

And when the wings, late closed, disparted wide. 

Caught hold, to stay him, on the hair of side. 

From pile to pile of hair descent he tries. 

Between the bristles and encrusted ice. 

When at the point we were, just where the thi^ 

Turns towards the thickening of the haunch, 

My guide &tigues, and trouble scarce could stanch. 

And turned his head to where his feet had been. 

And fiutened close, upon the hair to climb ; 

I thought we turned into th' eternal grime. 
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" Miu-k well, that tia by ladder such aa this," 

He aaid, like one o'ermatched by toil, " 'tis meet 

From evila great as these to find retreat." 

He issued then at opening of the rock, 

And placed me on the yerj edge to sit, 

Then close beside me took another seat 

My eyes I lifted, thought that I should see 

Lucifer, as when deecending with each tuft; 

But when I gazed, I saw his legs aloft. 

And whether then I felt that I had toiled. 

Let those imagine too obtuse to see 

The turning point my ntsster made with me. 

" Raise jouiself on your feet," ray master said ; 

" The way is long, the road is very bad ; 

Through the Qiird hour one half the sun has rid." 

No palace threshold was beneath our feet^ 

But natdve dungeon of unequal tread ; 

For day, an inconvenient light instead. 

" Ere fivm tlie abyss I pluck my feet away, 

Master," said T, when I found myself erect, 

" From error to withdraw some words direct 

Where is the ice, and this inverted thus ? 

How few the hours which mom to eve betrayed — 

How has the sun such swift transition made 1" 

And he to me—" Imag^e not yourself 

On other aide the centre, which unfurled 

The hair of wicked worm who bores the world. 

There tliou wast as long as I descended, 

And when I turned, you passed the central point, 

On which the wei^t from every side 's coi^oined. 

Beneath th' adjoining hemisphere thou art. 
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Opposed to that, and covered by dry land, 
Which saw expire, e'en where ite skies expand, 
The Man of unlesa birth, who sinless lived. 
You have yoor feet upon a smaller sphere, 
Whose other fkc« makes Judah's land appear — - 
Hero it ia morning when 'tis evening there : 
And be, whose bristling aide a ladder made, 
la fixed, as when his form we first surveyed. 
'Twas on this side he fell down from the heaven ; 
And earth, which here before was seen to swell. 
For fear of him, of ocean made a veil ; 
Visited our hemisphere, and perhaps 
Left empty space in flight, which here appearti, 
And caused that prominence which there uprears." 
There is a place, from Beelzebub remote. 
Far down where'er the hollow tomb extends. 
Which not the sight the ear alone intends, 
By murmuring stream, which by this way descends 
Through channelled rock corroded by its force. 
Which twines along, without a headloi^ course. 
The leader and myself through pathway hid 
Entered, returning to the world that's clear. 
Of no repomng had we any care : 
We mounted up; he first, the second I. 
Through round and hollowed opening saw aiar 
The heaven, and all the beauteous things it bore ; 
And then we issued to review the stars. 
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THE VISIOK OF DANTE 



Vurgatorn 



CANTO I. 

To ruD throu^ bettor watoTB hoists the sail 

M7 genina' gondola, which leaves behind 

The sea it passed through, of a crual kind ; 

And of the second kingdom I will aing, 

Where human spirit purges from its leaven, 

Becomea the worthier to ascend to heaven. 

But here let poetry extinct revive ; 

sacred Uusee I I belong to 70U ; 

And thou awhile, Calliope, review — 

Pursue my aong, and aid me with that sound 

Which, once it struck the wretched chatterers pied, 

All hope of pardon with its echo died. 

Sweet hu^ in oriental sapphire clad. 

Had filled the aspect of the air serene 

And pore, fitr as the circle's first confine ; 
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My eyes were visited with new delight 

Soon as I iKued &om the deathly gale. 

Which touched my breast and eyes with sorrow's wail. 

The ^r planet, which attracts the lover 

With its bright rays, made all tlie Orient laugh, 

And veOed the Pisces which its dewdrops quaff. 

1 turned me to my right hand, fixed my mind 

Upon the other pole, and saw four stars. 

From every race but first whose prospect bars. 

The heavens rejoicing seemed with little flames. 

North ! lament thy widowed space, 

Deprived of privilege to see thek- face. 

Whm their r^;ard escaped mine eager eyes, 

Bflvolving then a space to other pole, 

From whence the Wuq already vanished all, 

An old man by himself was at my aide. 

Worthy of reverence to look upon, 

Like dre when greeted by his youthful son. 

His beard was long, and mixed with white gray haira. 

Which, like his locke^ descending down, unrolled, 

And fell as fiir 'b the chest in double fold. 

The rays which these four sacred lights dispense 

Had broke their lustre so upon his face. 

To look he seemed a sun which met my gaze, 

" Who are ye, against the dark river's stream, 

Escaping from eternal prison-home 1" 

He said, and moved his white and downy plume. 

'' Who was your guide, and lantern brought to light 

Tour path, when issuing from the night profound 

Which darkens all th' infernal valley round 1 

Are laws, then, broken whioh direct abyss t 
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Have Heaven's high oounsela undergone a. change, 

That near mj grottoe Uie condemned can range 1" 

liy leader then gave token by the touch. 

With vords and hands, and other signs like this, 

To make my eyebrow and my limbs Bubmiaa ; 

Then answered him — " I come not of myself; 

A lady came from heaven, at whose request 

Hbb he aocompanied me, and under trust 

But since it is your will I should explain 

At fidl our true condition, I comply ; 

Nor is it possible I should deny. 

This one has never seen the latest night, 

But, through his folly, had approached so near, 

The time to turn the least that could appear. 

Thus, as I said, I came to his nhet. 

To clear his path ; nor was there any way 

But that by which we 've struggled into day. 

Tve shown him all the loet and wicked race ; 

To him those spirits now intend to show. 

Which purging sin to thy dominion bow. 

How I have brought him 'twere too long to tell : 

Descending virtue lait its ud from high. 

To guide him this to hear — to see, his eye. 

Now let it please thee welcome to accord. 

He comes in search of Uberty, so dear. 

That life to some lees predous will appear. 

Thou know'st that death in Utioa was not 

To thee so bitter, who laidst down thy vest. 

That which at the great day will stend the beet 

Th' eternal edicts are not broke for us ; 

For this one lives^ and I'm not bound by Minos, 
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But in the cirole dwell where Marcia's eyes 

With chastened gaze would still demand her mate. 

And pray thy bosom to partake her &te. 

For love of her on our petition wait ; 

Through thy seven kir^oms let us now proceed. 

I will report thy courtesy to her, 

If mention made below can grace confer." 

" So pleasing to mine eyee web Maroia," then he Kaid, 

"As long as I was there, whate'er she wished. 

Her first petitions had compliance hushed. 

Now that beyond the evil stream she dwells, 

She cannot move me, by constraining law 

Imposed upon me since its course I saw. 

But if from heaven a lady thee -direct, 

As thou hast said, oo flattery is required. 

Enough for me that 'tis by her desired. 

Qo, then, and gird him with a fdmple reed, 

And wash his face till blemish none remain, 

But cleared alike from every earthly etein ; 

For little would it suit, that eye surprised 

By any cloud, present itself before 

The first of ushers at the heavenly door. 

This islef 8 round, at lowest level, where 

The wave is beating with its ceaseless chime. 

Bears reeds upon the soft and oonng slime : 

No plant besides this one produdng leaves. 

Or else whose induration life allows, 

But stoops beneath the water's frequent blows. 

Betum not afterwards you may by this ; 

The sun will show you, which arises now. 

An easier way to climb the mountain's brow." 
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PUKCATOEY. 

He vanished thus, and then I raised myself 

Without a word of speeeh, but wholly bent 

To guide, and kept my eyes on faim intent. 

" Follow my footsteps," he began, " my son : 

Let us turn backvard, where the plain declines, 

To reach its lowest terminating linea" 

The morning chased the gray light of the dawn, 

Which fled before it, so that I conld tell, 

A&r, the murmuring of the ocean swelL 

We went along the solitary plain, 

lAe one who would r^ain the path he crossed, 

And, till he find it, thinks each step is lost 

When we had reached a place where th' early dew 

Contends with sun, and where the freshening breeze 

Is blowing past, to diy it by degrees ; 

There both his hands upon the herbage, thread, 

My master gently placed — intent, I saw, 

To sprinkle freshness on my darkened brow. 

It made me turn my tearfiil cheeks to him, 

And then he came that colour to renew 

Infernal shades had blotted from the view. 

When we arrived upon the desert strand, 

Whose waters never bore the bark of one 

Who sailed, returning from the voyage done. 

The girdle there he fixed at his behest; 

And — what a marvel I — while his hands retain 

The one, will other plant spring up again, 

In form like it^ and in its place remain. 
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CANTO II. 



Thk nm had now to the horbon reached. 
Where its meridian hue, at highest peep, 
Orerhanga Jenisalem with circling sweep ; 
And nighty which opponte her circle makes, 
From Gangee issued forth with glittering scales, 
She drops whene'er her darker reign prevails : 
Tba white and red on fiiir Aurora's cheek. 
Where I was placed, as she increased in age. 
Turned to the orange at a later stage. 
We wandered, lingering by the ooean still, 
Like people pondering on the jouni^'s ways, 
Whose heart is moving while Uie body stays. 
And lo I just aa the morning was to break, 
The planet Man reddened throu^ thick vapour. 
Low in the west, upon the ooean floor, 
When there speared what I 'd behold again. 
A light came swiftly o'er the sea to sight, 
Its motion all beside outstripped in flight ; 
From which, when I withdrew my eye a space, 
To ask my guide my doubting to inform. 
It looked still bri^ter, and of greater form. 
And then, on every side appeared to me 
Something, I know not what it was, but white — 
And, by-and-by, one more came up to lig^t 
My master yet had uttered not a word. 
Until the white at first discovered wings : 
And when the pilot understood the things, 
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Ha cnied — " Take oare — make gsnuflexione meet ; 

'Die angel of God behold, and bend your hands — 

Official he to execute commands. 

All human arguments how he '^'■^^'^'^'■, 

So that nor oar he seeks nor other sail. 

But ving^ the distant shores to counterraU. 

See how he haa stretched them towards the skies I 

Goreming air with his eternal winga, 

Which feel no change that mortal plumage brings." 

Clearer the bird of heaTen — so bright and pure. 

For such, when near, the eye could not endure ; 

But bent me then, and he came to the beach, 

Witbin a vessel small and light of prow — 

Scarcely drew water &om the stem to bow. 

The heavenly pilot stood upon the poop, 

Bleesid was written upon his countenance clear — 

More than a hundred spirits ntting near. 

" In Israel's exit out of Egypt," 

Sang they altogether, and with one voioe. 

With aU beside the rest of psalm supplies. 

He made on all the s^ of sacrsd oroM, 

And afterwards they all Uaped to the plain — 

Swift as he had ctmie retomed he agtun. 

The crowd remaining then, astonished, wild, 

As in new pUoe, r^arding aU around, 

Like one whose first essay new objecta found. 

From every part the sun shot forth the day. 

And all the arrows he delivered chase 

The Capricorn from out the heaven's mid space. 

When the new people lifted up the brow 

Towards us, and said — " If you know, then lay, 
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Direct us how to olimb the steep and hilly waj." 

Virgiliua replied — " You think, perhaps, 

We know and are coQTersant with this place ; 

To MB, like you, it bears a stranger's &ce. 

We Dame before — 'tis but a little time — 

By other way, which was so hard and rough, 

To climb by this will be rehef enough." 

The souls, observing, soon as they perceived 

That from my breathing I was still alive. 

At wonder and OBtonishment arrive. 

To meeeenger who bears the olive branch, 

As people gather to obt^n the news. 

Nor scruple trampling on each other's shoee, 

Arrested thus those spirits stood at view. 

Forgot their hopes a moment to puiniey 

Although a fortunate and happy crew. 

Advancing, one I saw before the rest; 

With such afibotion he embraced me, came. 

His kindness moved me to return the same. 

Oh, shades ! so vain to all, save to the sight ! 

Around him thrioe my hands I had compressed, 

T^uice they returned, and settled on my breaBL 

Wonder, I think, was painted on my fiice, 

For the dude smiled, and then a space withdrew; 

His footsteps th«i I hastened to pursue. 

He spoke with sweetness, told me 1 should stop. 

I knew him then, and b^ged that he would stay, 

To talk with me would make a short delay. 

To me he said — " E'en as in mortal frame 

I loved thee once, when free I love the same. 

I check my steps; but toll me why you came." 
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" "Tia, my Caeella, to ratuin again 

To place from which I firat my journey took." 

" No outrage have I Buffered," he replied. 

" If he who lifts both whom and when he please. 

Hath oft denied thu passage to my foea, 

Acoording to his own just will he acts. 

Tia three months, truly, since he gave release 

To one who wished to enter into peace. 

And then, as I had to the shoreward turned, 

Where t^e fresh Tiber mingles with the sea, 

I was 1^ him received benignantly, 

At that mouth to which he ever spreads hie wings ; 

For there the crowds for ever him attend. 

All that to Acheron will not descend." 

" If new law,'' said I, " has not removed from thee 

l^e memory or use of lover's song. 

Which soothed my wishes while the notes prolong, 

With this be pleased a little to console 

My spirit's famine, for its person grieves 

With coming here, and naught &tigue reheves." 

" Tia love that holds disooundng in my mind," 

He then continued, with a voice so sweet, 

Within my breast it echoes still complete. 

My master and myself, and all that race 

Which were with him, seemed to be so content. 

On nothing else was their attention bent 

We all were chiuned attention to bis notes, 

When, lo ! the honoured sage was heard t' exclaim — 

" Ye loitering spirits, wherefore do ye dream ) 

What negligence, and what delay is this t 

Run to the mountain, and throw off Om scales 
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Which blind your ejes, which godhead veils !" 

As when oollectiiig either grain or toree, 

The pigeons will aaaemble to their food, 

Sedate and quiet, not in haughty mood. 

If aught appears at which thej ma; take fri^t, 

Sudden tiiey leave, and let repast alone, 

Assailed by greater care from that they've flown— 

So I beheld the fresh and new-oome troop 

Desert the song, upon that quarter bear, 

And yet like one who goes he knows not where. 

And our departure no lees hurried there- 



CAKTO in. 

It happened, when the anexpeot«d fli^t 
Had scattered all tiM band across the plain. 
The mountain reason drove me to attain. 
Companion fiuthful, I abode by him — 
Without his guidance how oould I proceed t 
Who on the mountain oould my footsteps lead i 
He seemed to me a while to feel remorse. 
Oh, dignity of conscience, when complete. 
How small will bitter make that once was sweet ! 
Bat when his feet had left their hurried pace, 
Which robe each action of its modest grace, 
My mind, which was a space restruned, imbends, 
Intent embraces which before was vagne; 
My sight directed to the ground on hi^, 
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Whioh loftier there waa swelling to the ekj. 

The sua behind me was a flaming red — 

Mj shadow broken by the ground in front — 

On me conoentering rays at every point. 

MjBelf apart &om aide I found, with fear 

Of his abandoning me, and with awe 

Before myself alone obscure I saw. 

My friend of comfort — " Wherefore do you doubt 1" 

Began to say, and revolution made ; 

" Am not I with you t — why are you afivid 1 

The evening is already vhere interred 

The body lies that wrapt the shade with thee : 

What Naples has Brundisium cannot see. 

If no shadow fells before me, marvel not 

More than, in the heavens, that not one ray 

Slope or embarrasses another's way : 

To eu^r torments, both the cold and hot. 

Bodies alike in form has he annealed — 

The how be wishes not to us revealed. 

Foolish ! who think our reason can unveil. 

Or hope to pass the infinital way 

To find three persons one Substantiatly : 

Remain content without the manner how. 

Could you have seen at once the whole of worth, 

Why was it meet Maria should bring forth I 

You've seen the fhiidess work of vain deeiree — 

No rest for snoh as vanity inspires, 

But doubt to feed amid unquenching ftree. 

I speak of Aristotle, of Plato — 

Of mimy others" — here he bent his brow, 

And said no more — remained disturbed enow. 



itv Google 



172 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

We had aniTed bomde the mountain's foot, 
And here we found the rock bo rough and steep, 
It asked the %ht«et Umba the way to keep ; 
Lerioe and IHirbia's most deserted path, 
Suoh as the hermit loves, would ladder be, 
Compared to that, uuentang^ed, easy. 
" Now who can tell to which side it inclines," 
My master said, and closed his doubtful pace ; 
" No wings to aid, what power to try the racel" 
His visage while he kept inoUning down, 
Investigating plan he must puiBue, 
Around the stone above I held my view : 
Upon the left of it appeared a crowd 
Of spirits, who advanced to us I know, 
Thoi^h scarcely sensible th^ came so slow. 
" Lift up !" I said to master, " lift your eyea ! 
Behold they come who will give us advice. 
If you can't surmount the difficultiea.'' 
He looked at me — with freedom he replied — 
" Let us advance 1 they come so slowly on ; 
And be thou firm in hope, beloved son." 
And still this people were a good way off, 
Even, I say, at thousand pace^ end. 
Far as good thrower with his hand could send ; 
When they drew up beside the rocky clifis 
Of the high bank, anew their nerves to brace, 
As one who walks in doubt might stop to gaze. 
" Ye spirits finished, and ye souls elect 1" 
Said Virgil, " by that peace which I believe 
The whole of you expecting to receive. 
Tell us in what direction mountain lies — 
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If it be pofitdble to climb its side J 
Lost time the wisest find it worst to bide." 
Aa when the sheep are isauing from the fold. 
By one, by two, by three, while th' others stand, 
Timid the eye, the mouth, to earth they bend ; 
Whatever doea the first the others do : 
Gathering behind him, motionlessly, 
Simply and quietly, thay know not why — 
I was moving thus : I saw advance the head 
Of troop BO fortunate, in humble state — 
Meek in their oount«nance, modest in their gait 
Tlie light before me they bad seen waa broke 
Upon the ground, and on my left hand aide. 
So that my shadow to the grotto hied. 
Itey stood — retreated even a little space, 
And all the others who approaching came, 
Knew not the reason, but they did the sama 
" Without yoor question, I confess to you. 
This is a human body which you see. 
And thus the light of sun is broke by ma 
Marvel not at that — shun not to believe^ 
Not without virtue that's derived &om heaven, 
To seek to overcome this wall is given." 
My master thus that worthy raoe replied. 
" Turn you," said they, " before now enter in," 
And with the backs of hands they made a sign ; 
And one of them began — " Whoe'er thou art, 
Advancing by this way, turn round thy &ce j 
Hast thou e'er seen me, think, in other place V 
I turned me towards him with a fixed regard : 
Fur he was, handsome, noble of aspect, 
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But one of eyebrows was cut through dir«ct 

When with humility I bad declined 

Having e'er beheld him, he said — " Now, oee !" 

And hi^ upon his br«aat a wound showed me. 

Smiling then, he Nud — " I am Man&edi, 

Grandson to Coatanza, empress queen ; 

And I pray thee, when thou art returning, 

Oo to my lovely daughter, who gave birth 

To Anagon's and to Sicilia's praise — . 

Tell what is true, whate'er another says. 

AAer my peraon severed by two wounds — 

Two mortal wounds — at the last I turned me, 

Weeping, to him who pardons willingly. 

Horrible the sins I had committed. 

Goodness infinite has everlasting arms : 

For those who fly to him a re&ge forma 

Cooenza's shepherd on the chase when set. 

To hunt me down by Clement, had be then 

Bead well, in Qod, this heavenly page to men, 

The bones of my body even yet might rest 

At the bridge-head, by Benevento's toll. 

Beneath the shelter of the heavy mole. 

Now the rain bathes them, and the wind disturbs, 

Witiiout the kingdom, by the Verde's course, 

From whence, with quenched lights, he raised my oorsa 

Their nualediction cannot us deetroy. 

So that we turn not to eternal love 

While hope's green leaf is flourishing above. 

Tis true that he who contumacious dies 

To holy church, e'en were be to repent, 

For all tlie time he stood, and tiiirty-fold. 
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In tuB presumption atajids, if such decree, 

Through better prayers, ehould not Bhortened be. 

See how that I through thee may joyflil be, 

Reveahng now what is uo longer bid 

To good Costanzo, and the time forbid, 

Here out of these may much advancement oome." 



CANTO IV. 

Wbbn^kr from aught delighting, or from pain, 
Which any quality of ours can seize, 
The mind 'a collected, in heraelf at ease, 
No powers beude can occupy or please ; 
This is agadnat that error, which belierea 
More than one soul can light the bosom leaves. 
Therefore it is, when aught is beard or seen 
Which holds the mind upon itself intent, 
Time passes, but its current is uokent ; 
For that witli which we listen is one power. 
Another that whioh takes the mind entire — 
The one is bound, the other &ee, as 'twere. 
This I found by my experience true. 
The spirit while I heard, admiring there. 
Degrees foil Gfty, through the circling air. 
The sun bad climbed, though unperceived by m< 
When we arrived where spirits to a man 
Cried out to us — " Lo, here is your demand '.' 
A laiger opening oftentimes is clooed 
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With little fork of the redundant thorn, 

By Bwain, to keep th' imbrowning grapee uunborn. 

Than was the path by which my guide and I 

Cloee after bim ascended, and alone, 

When from ua the departing apirits gone. 

Who treads Sanleo, or to Noli tends, 

Upwards to Bismantua's heights who springs, 

Must tiae hia feet, but here one wanteth wings : 

I say the rapid wings and stirring plumes 

Of grand desire, behind my conduct's sway, 

Who gave me bope and light upon my way. 

The shiYered rock a nigged entrance gave ; 

On every side the straitening was extreme — 

On feet and hands along the ground we olimb. 

When we bad reached up to the utmost ledge 

Of the high bank, which opens level plwns, 

" Mast«r," said I, " what way tor us remains ! " 

And he to me — " Ne'er let your footstep fiiint ! 

Above the mountain after me ascend, 

Until some pathway safe its Buccour lend- 

The summit lofty, that it conquered si^t, 

And the proud shoulder, fitrther upward drawn. 

Than from half quadrant to the oeutre ran. 

1 was exhausted, and began to say, 

" sweet master 1 turn thee and look around ! 

Unless you stop, how can I keep my ground 1 " 

" My sou," said he at last, " you may take breath : " 

And with his finger pointing to a path. 

Which from that ude the mount surrounded liatb. 

His words BO i^urred me on to try the way, 

I forced myself to make the progress meet. 
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Until the ring way waa beneath mj feet 

When there we both were ready to ait down, 

Turned to the east, from whence we climbed the hill — 

A grateful prospect, and deUghting still 

My eyee at first upon the Bhorse beneath, 

Then on the sun, my looks with wonder mixed, 

That from the left its rays on us were fixed. 

Well did the poet know that I remained 

At fiiult, to see the chariot of the sun 

Betwixt us and the north appear to run. 

And he to me—" If Castor and Pollux 

Were oompanying with that mirror now. 

Which lends his light on high as well as tow, 

Tou then might see the reddening Zodiac lie 

StiU nearer where the circling Ursa wheels, 

If his old path no deohnation feels. 

However that may be, admit the thou^t. 

And if you can imagine Sion now 

Upon one line with this on earth below, 

So that both these had one horizon round, 

In diverse hemispheres of the path of day. 

Where Fhseton ran aside and lost the way ; 

Toull see to this one it must needs proceed, 

From one, to that one from the other side, 

If once your intellect is clear apphed." 

" My master I certainly I never saw 

So clear befbre what I can now discern, 

From which defpuring genius seemed to turn, 

That the mid circle which eupemal moves — 

Equator called, in every art or school, 

Ever betwixt the sun and winter's rule — 
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For reason tbou bast said, from houce recedets 
To northward, when the Hebrews at the time 
Perceive hun verging to a warmer clime. 
But, if you please, I wiUingly would know 
How far we have to go ; the ground ascends 
Farther than vision its assistance lends." 
And he to me — " The hill jou climb is such. 
That ever at commencing 'tis severe : 
Advancing farther, you have less to fear. 
When so much gentler 'twill appear to thee, 
Lighter and easier vrill your footsteps glide, 
Like ship proceeding with the &vouring tide ; 
And when arriving where the path concludes. 
Expect repose, your vigour to renew. 
No more 1 answer, what I say is true." 
When he had finished what be had to say, 
A voice, whose accents in our ears remained— 
" To ait before, perhaps you '11 be constrained." 
At sound of that each of the two turned round. 
And on the left we saw a massy rock. 
Towards the place we drew, found persons there 
Who stood behind the shadow of the stone, 
As n^ligence, at times, disposes one. 
And one of them, who seemed to me fatigued, 
Was sitting, with his hands embraced his knees, 
And held his face between them at his ease. 
" O my sweet master I look on that one now, 
Who shows himself one negligent to be, 
Brother and sister laziness and he." 
He turned to us, and some attention paid, 
And raised his head a little o'er hie tbig^ — 
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Said, " Who art thou that goest bo Taliantly 1 " 
I knew then who he was ; and that constnunt. 
My loBS of breath occaaioDed, hindered not 
My coming nearer to his resting spot. 
When I came up he Bcarcelj raised his head. 
And spoke thus — " Well, hast thou seen the sun 
Can his chariot from the left^ride run ) " 
His lazy actions, and his words cut short. 
Compelled my lips to something like a smile : 
" Belacqua, need I sorrow for the while 
For thee I — but tell me, wherefore do you sit 
So rooted there t For escort do you waitt 
Or is it only your accustomed gait t " 
And he — " brother ] what use is it to climb t 
He will not let me share the sufTerings meet- 
God's usher, sitting at the upper gat«. 
First must the heavens sustain my form around. 
Beyond its line, as loi^ as term of years 
Delayed the issue of repentant tears ; 
Unless the force of prayer assist my way. 
Rise from out the heart whose grace is living : 
What profits that which is not heard in heaven." 
Already had the poet climbed before, 
And stud — "Haste now : see, tlie ascending sun 
Has touched meridian ; and, descending down. 
Night's feel o'ershadow now Morocco brown." 
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CANTO V. 



I HAS alreadf parted from the §hAdM, 

And followed after footsteps of my guide, 

When, pointing finger, one behind me cried — 

" Look now, how seema it that the ray of light 

Shines not to left of him who lower treads ; 

And see how life-like is the one who leads. ' 

At sound of that my eyes were tumii^ round. 

Saw them regard the marvel that I made. 

Through me it was not light that shone, but shade : 

" Why is your mind attracted so to this I" 

My master said ; " and wherefore do you slacken pace. 

To hear the whispers of the crowding race t 

Come thou behind me, let the people talk ; 

Stand like a atead&st tower, whose lofty crest 

Ne'er quaked obedient to the rocking blast 

He in whose bosom thought springs up to thou^t, 

Destroys himself the figures of his loom — 

The birth of one prepares the other's tomb." 

What could I reply, were it not " I come t " 

1 said to him, with fitce somewhat emffused. 

Seldom to irtiich can pardon be refiised. 

And so it was, across our onward path 

Some people came before us, who rehearse 

And eing the Miserere, verse by rerse. 

When they perceived that I allowed not room 

For rays of light my body to traverse. 

They changed the song to " Ob ! " both loud and hoarse ; 
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And two of them, in form of meeBengerB, 

Ran np to me to aak the reason why : 

"Tell OB of your condition, nor deny." 

And my master said — " Ton may now return ; 

Beport to tfaoee who gare commiBaion fresh — 

The body of this man, is real flesh. 

If Qiey remained to see what shade was near. 

As I surmised, enou^ the answer here. 

To do tliem honour to be reckoned dear." 

The kindling meteora never cut so swift 

In early ni^t across the sky serene, 

Nor August's clouds across the setting sun. 

As these returned above in lesser time, 

And seemed the reappearing band to gain, 

lliat wheeled around, like bvop without the rein. 

■' This people press upon uh," said the guide ; 

" They come on purpose to make some request — 

To go on, and to listen, will be beet" 

" Spirit, who goest to enter into joy 

With those same members with the which wert bom," 

Exclaiming, they came on — " thy footsteps turn : 

Look if any of us you ever saw, 

So that some news of him you may report 

Ah ! why go on 1 — why in such haste to part 1 

All of that band were we who died by force, 

And sinners all unto our latest hour : 

Then did the light of heaven the depth explore. 

Repentance and forgiveness, as we passed 

fVom life, in peace, and reconciled to God : 

The wish to see him is our only load." 

" Althou^ the &oes I r^;ard of all, 
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Not one I recogniae ; but can I please 

In aught to give you, well-bom Bpirits ! ease, 

Then speak, imd I will do it, by that peace 

Which, tracing footsteps of accomplished guide 

From world to world, I search for at his side." 

And one began — " Each one of us believes 

Thy kindness real, and without an oath, 

If power and will are corresponding both. 

Pray, then, if thou ahalt e'er behold that land 

Betwixt Romagna and A^jou's command. 

Thou wilt be courteous with thy prayers t' entreat. 

In Fano, that they will for me ador^ 

From grave offences sinner to restore. 

I was from thence ; but the profound raTioee, 

Whence issued out the blood which me sustained. 

Had letl my bosom 'mong Autenor's band. 

There where I thought myself the most secure. 

'Twas he of Este made the deed be done. 

Moved by unbecoming wrath against one ; 

But had I to Mira but pursued my flight, 

When Oriaco saw my flight conclude, 

Hie breathing creature you might still have viewed. 

To marsh I ran, the rushes and the mire 

My steps involved : I fell ; from every vein 

My life-blood streamed, like lake let on the plain." 

Then said another — " Ah ! should thy desire 

To cross the lofty mountain be fulfilled, 

Let gentle pit; be for mine instilled. 

I was of Montefeltro— Buonconte : 

Giovanna, or the rest, took Uttle care, 

Therefore with these I go with saddened air." 
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And I — " What chance, or band of violence, 

Drew thee out, long from Cainpaldino gone, 

That there thy sepulchre no more is known ) " 

" Oh ! " he replied, " at foot of Casentine 

A stream traverses, Archiano named — 

In Appenine above the hermit claimed. 

Jnst where its name it loses, there I came 

With throat dieeevered, ae I fled on foot, 

And djed the plain with blood in the pursuit 

And there I lost the power of mght and speeoh ; 

With Mary's name I finished ; tbere I fell, 

Hy body left in lonely silence still 

Ite truth 111 tell, repeat to living ears. 

God's angel took me : from th' infernal seat 

Cried out — ' Why rob me of my burden meet t — 

Eternal part of him you bear with thee ; 

One little tear he robbed me of the cause : 

His other part another princedom draws.' 

Within the lur, you know, collects a mass 

Of humid vapour, which to water turns 

Soon as it climbs where colds compress its tuii& 

That evil will, on evil still intent 

In intellect, aroused the mist and wind, 

From virtue which his nature had enshrined. 

The vall^ then, soon as the day was spent, 

Of Pratomagno to the lofty ridge 

With clouds be covered, with the sky as bridge : 

The pregnant air to water soon was changed. 

The rain came down, its oeaselees shower instils : 

What the earth drinks not, that the fosses flUs ; 

And as with greater streams it is the way, 
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With headlong course, that nothing can restrain. 

To join the royal river'a mighty train. 

My form congealed, and lying at its mouth, 

Rou^ Archiano into Amo cast, 

And loosed the ctobb was iaetened on my breast, 

Which of myself I made, o'ercome with pain ; 

Boiled me along Its ddee and bottom there, 

Covered me then, and swathed me in its vara" 

"Ah I when thou shalt be to the world returned, 

Bepodug from thy journey's length of way," 

Next to seooud thus did third spirit say, 

" Let recollection name me. I am I^a. 

Sienna made, Maremma me unmade ; 

He knows who placed the ring my finger round. 

And her unspouaed be had with jewel bound.~ 



CANTO VI. 

When from the game of dice the party risc^ 
He who has lost remains alone to mourn. 
Repeats his throws in sadneea— comee to learn ; 
And with the other all the people go : 
One goes before, one takes hold behind, 
And one from side recalls himself to mind. 
He stops not ; one and other understand — 
" Press not upon me 1" — when he stretches hand; 
And thus from crowd he can himself deEend. 
Such was 1 in that 8pirit«' thickening crowd : 
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To tbia, to that, I turned around my fiice, 

And, promiging, was disengaged apace. 

Aretine was there, from the deadly arm 

Of Ghino of Tacco who received his death; 

One who in the chase was Bwallowed up beneath. 

Frederigo Novello entreated there 

With arms stretched out; and he of I^aan tongue. 

Who put Marzucco to such trial strong. 

Coimt Orso, and a spirit from its frame 

By spite and envy reft — for such they name, 

And not for fiiult committed by the same : 

Pier daUa Broccia. Let her provide, 

While she is here, the Lady of Brabant, 

With worn she herd not, if the good she want. 

When disengaged from aU, as many there. 

Those shades who prayed to others for their prayers, 

Li hopes of piety advancing theirs, 

I began — " It would appear that you deny, 

My guiding light ! in some context of yours. 

That heaven's decree our supplication lowers; 

And yet it is for this these people pray. 

The hopes they trust to, will they all be vain 1 

Or else your meaning is not very plain." 

And he to me — " My writing is both plain, 

Nor will their expectation be deceived. 

If soundly thought o^ it will be believed 

That hi^iest judgment does not stoop, because 

The flame of instantaneous love fulfils 

That which should satisfy obedient wills. 

And at the time when I affirmed this point, 

Defect by prayer was not amended thus. 
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Since prayer ob yet from God disjointed was. 
And yet, in truth, in this conjecture high 
Lock not yourself, unless Hhe tell you so, 
'Twiit light and intellect the truth to show ; 
You may perceive I speak of Beatrice. 
Her you will see upon the highest crest 
Of mountain, smiling happy, and at rest." 
And I — " My guide, let ub increase our speed ; 
From former weariness fresh strength recalls. 
And see how far the mountain's shadow &lls." 
" The light accompanying we go before 
As fiir," he answered, " as we can to-day ; 
But in this instance you have gone astray. 
Ere that may come, you must behold again. 
Returning, whom the precipice conceals, 
So that your form no broken rays reveals. 
But, look ! do you not see a spirit stand 
Alone and lonely, and regarding us 1 
And he will tell the shortest way to croas." 
We eame to him — " Spirit of Lombardy, 
How haughty and disdainful dost thou stand ! 
Slow moving eyes of dignified command ! " 
He did not say a single thing to us, 
Allowed us to pass on, and stood at gaze. 
Like lion on the watch, who round surveys. 
But Virgil turned to him, and b^ged 
That be would show the easiest way t' ascend ; 
And he replied not to his fair demand, 
But asked him of our country and our life. 
And when my dear guide answered — " Afantuan," 
The shade, collected in itself began 
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To move t'warde us from whence it atood before : 

"Mantuan ! I'm Sordello," it eipreaeed, 

" Of thine own land," — and each his friend embraced. 

Alas for Italy ! the slave, the inn 

Of grief ! ship without pilot in a storm I 

Lady of provinoea ! of filth the form I 

This spirit noble, with alacrity, 

For the sweet Bound alone of his land's tongue, 

Could hail a native, though a etranger long ; 

And now in thee not without war abide 

l^y living eone, and fight, with cruel sin, 

The; whom one wall, and e'en one fosse shuts in. 

Unhappj ! search thj Bea-shores all around, 

Then to thj bosom turn, if any ground 

Enjoy that rest ; but where can peace be found I 

Justinian might rein thee in anew : 

An empty saddle all that thou canst claim ; 

Without his care, still less had been thy shame. 

Ah people ! couldat thou not obedience pay t 

And should not Ctesar in the saddle ut. 

If well thou mark'st what Heaven for thee thought fit I 

Look how this beast has savage grown and wild. 

Because no more corrected by the spur 

Since thou att«mpt«d first to bridle her, 

Albert of Germany 1 abaudon'st thou 

Th' untameable, that will not keep the ranks. 

Which ought to feel the forks within her flanks i 

Just judgment from the stars above &U down 

Upon thy blood 1 and be it new and clear. 

That thy successor may be wrou^t with fear. 

Why has thy father snared, and thyself 
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Hungermg for other lands apart to taste. 

The garden of the empire run to waste 1 

Come, Bee the Montagues and Capuleta ! 

Monaldi, Filippeachi, void of care ! 

Grief on the one side, and auBpicione there. 

Come, cruel ! come and see how much oppressed ! 

And by thy nobles ; conldat tliou cure their wrongs, 

To Sauta£or safety what belongB 1 

Come and behold thy Rome ! for see, she weepe ; 

Lone widow 1 in the night she calls on thee — 

" My Cfesar, have you left my company ?" 

Come, and behold how much the people love ! 

If &om thy hands no pi^ we can claim, 

Come, hide thy blushes o'er thy lessened fiune ! 

If it were lawful, thou, the Most High I 

Who upon earth wast crucified for us, 

Are thy just eyes on other lands than this 1 

Is't preparation in the deep abyss 

Thy counsels hold, o'erruling ill with good. 

Beyond us, quite unseen by senses rude. 

That aU the lands of Italy ore full 

Of tyrants 1 — a Marcellus seen agun 

In every petty village partisan 1 

Mine own Florence ! well mayst thou content thee. 

That this digrestdon does not touch thy name : 

Thanks to thy peojJe, that preserve its fame. 

Many have justice at heart, hedge it in. 

Nor idmless dare the bowstring to let slip ; 

Thy people have it on the edge of lip. 

The common load how many will reftise t 

But thine to bear will answer still in hope, 
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Before they're called, and cry, " Myself I stoop." 
Make thyself joyful now, aa well thou mayst, 
Thou who art rich ! — thou peaceful and thou wise 
That truth I speak the open &ot repliea 
Atlieiue, I^cednmon — two who made 
The ancient laws, and were bo cirilised — 
The art of living well but little prized 
Compared to thee, who weav'st forecast so fine, 
"Rut thou muBt, long before November's past, 
Renew the thread, October's will not last I 
In thy memory, how often hast thou seen 
LawB, moneys, customs, offices arranged. 
Renewed again, and men and manners changed t 
Remember, then, thyself tuid see dayli^t ; 
To sick one then resemblance thou wilt own. 
Who camiot find repose upon the down, 
And with each turn is fencing with her pain. 



CANTO VII. 

PouTB and joyful greetings were there there ; 
Three times — nay, four — repeated and renewed. 
" And who are ye 1" Sordello then pursued. 
" Or ever to this mountain were removed 
The souls thought worthy to ascend to heaven, 
My bones had rest, and by Octaviua given. 
I am Virgilins, and iOt no fault 
Have I lost heaven, but fbr want of fiuth," 
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B«pl7ing at the moment, thus be Btuth. 

Like one who something on a sudden sees. 

At which he marvels, which is scarce believed, 

Who says — "It is — no, 'tia not, I'm deceived;" 

Such this appeared ; hie eyebrow then inclined, 

BetMrning humbly to him, to embrace 

Of vaasal or inferior the place :— 

" Glory of Latium ! — for our father tongue 

Has shown by thee what is its innate power — 

Eternal value of my native bower ! 

What merit or what grace have I to see 

Thee, or to hear the accents of thy tongue ) 

Art from th' Inferno, or what cloister come )" 

" Through all the circles of the realm of woe, 

From thence," replied he, " hither have I come : 

Virtue divine me moved to come with him. 

Not what I did, for that which was undone, 

I lost to see the light of lofty Sun, 

Because too long he was by me unknown. 

Low down, there is a place not veied with pains. 

But only dark, where no complaints arise 

Not groans ; the air is full of frequent sighs : 

There with the little innocents I stand — 

The teeth of early and untimely death 

Bit them, ere blighted by their human breath. 

With the three sacred virtues though unolad, 

No other vice their infant minds allow : 

They know the rest, and follow what they know. 

But if you know, or can some index give, 

To show where progress easiest attiuna 

To where Purgatoiy direct b^ins." 
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Beplied he — " There is ao fixed certain place ; 

Lawfiil for me to go ; above, around, 

Far as I con, and where a guide is found. 

But see, how now the sun 's declioing down — 

Imp<»sible by night to find the way ; 

Tis well to think of where we beet may stay. 

Spirits there are on right, from thia remote ; 

If you consent, then I will lead to them — 

Nor yet de%htleB8 will ik' acquaintance seem." 

" How IB this V he said ; " if one would climb 

By night, can aught his course impede ) 

Or is it only he can not proceed 1" 

And good SordeUo drew his finger o'er 

The earth : " You eee it is thia line alone ; 

You must not cross it if the sun 's gone down. 

'Tis not that any adverse power impedes ; 

Nocturnal darkness but forbids to trust : 

It is the cannot stops thee, not the must 

Well might you wander till you fell beneath. 

Passed by tlie precipice, or down the aides, 

As long as yon horizon daylight hides." 

My lord then, aa if in wondering^ looked : 

" Will you, then, lead ns by the path you said 1 

Delay may prove to us delight instead." 

The way a little lengthened fi-om the place. 

When we perceived a hollow in the hill. 

Just what a valley on the earth might fill. 

" "Riere," said the shade — " that is the way we go ; 

Where the side yields to give the bosom room, 

And there, expecting, wait the day to come." 

Half rough, half smooth, a winding path conducts 
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To edge of mde, precipitous enough, 
With half the intervening space cut off. 
Gold and tdlvOT fine, the cereal graine, 
The lucid Indian vood was seen to blush, 
And the green emerald with its fracture fresh ; 
The berbe and flowerets which its bosonx graced 
All other colours conquer and surpass, 
As the greater conquers what is lees. 
Not nature onlj, in her coloured robes. 
The sweetness of a thousand odours cost 
Around a strange and indistinct repast 
Salve regina ! on the grass and flowers, 
I heard the nnmerous spirits sing between, 
Bejond the raUey who could not be seen. 
" Ere the retreating sun shall seek his bed," 
The Uantuan b^an, and turned bim round, 
" Shall I conduct you to their restlng^ground. 
This eminence will let you best deecty 
The countenances, geetores, of all these. 
Than in the valley seated at your ease. 
He who uts more high, with face and look 
Of one neglecting what he ou^t to do — 
His month he moves not to their songs below, 
Is Rodolpb Emperor, who might have healed 
The plagues that Italy to death have crushed ; 
At last by others, but too late, refreshed. 
Tlie otlier, whose eipreasion comforts him, 
Governs the land where Moldaw's waters rise ; 
Moldaw the Elbe, tbe Elbe the sea supplies : 
Ottachero his name, in swathing clothee, 
Vinceslaus, his son, who overpast. 
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Beiirded in luxury and leisure cost. 
And that with short flat nose, in oounael held 
With faim who has the aspect so benign, 
Dies flTing, and the lil/s flowers disjoin. 
Behold him there, see how he beats his breast ; 
And see the other how he rests his cheek 
UpoD his palm, sighing as heart would break : 
Father, fitthei^in-law of bane of France-^ 
They know his life, so vicious, so debased. 
And hence their grief — the sharp and bitter taste. 
He who looks hardy, who aooords in soug 
With him whose nose is hig^ and masculine. 
With every virtne girdled round his rein, 
Had there auooeeded after him, as kin^ 
The youHi behind, suooeeaiTe virtue known. 
From vessel then to vessel had been drawn, 
Whi<di camiot of die other hein be said. 
Oiacopo, Frederigo, the realms possess. 
Neither can say the othm* is the leas. 
Rarely ahoots merit up into the boughs. 
Or human worth ; and such the will of Him, 
That from the Donor they should seem to come. 
To the short flat noae, (no less than Piero, 
Who joins his song,) these words of mine apply, 
Who move now Puha's and Provenza's aigh. 
So much lees plant is than the parent seed, 
The lees that Beatrice and Margaret, 
The more Coetanza boasts her husband yet 
Behold the king of simple life alone — 
Harry of England 1 This one's issue grows 
To better promise in his upward bou^is. 
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He lower than the reet, and near the ground, 
And looking down, 'a Marquis Qttglielmo ; 
Alexandria, and tiie war and woe, 
Makee Uonfenato, CaTaneee, weep." 



CANTO VIll. 

It was the hour when voyager returns 

In thou^t, hie heart returning tender too, 

To pleasant fiiends, the da; he bade adieu. 

When the new traveller iia struck with love, 

If he should hear the sound, though &tr away. 

Which seems aa if it wept the dying day : 

When I began to find my hearing vain. 

Intent ta look at on« who riang standa, 

And seems to ask an andienoe with his hands. 

Joining, when elevating both hia palms, 

As if be aaid, with eyes fixed on the east. 

To God in heaven, " I care not for the rest ! " 

" Thee before the twilight 'a fled ! " the hymn devout 

Came from hia mouth, with such delightfiil notes, 

It made me almost issue from my wits. 

And after, still more sweetly and devout, 

The others followed through the hymn entire. 

With eyea upon aupemal wheels of fire. 

Sharpen thine eyea, O reader ! to the truth : 

The veil, at present, is bo sli^t and thin, 

That surely you may penetrate within. 

I saw that gentle army then dedine. 
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Look down upon themselTes, in alenoe wait^ 
Pallid and hnmble, in expecting state ; 
And Mv, ittoiDg high, and cleave tlie skiee. 
Two angels, with two swords reddened with fire. 
With points brt^ off and blunted in their ire. 
Green as the little leayee of latest birth 
They were in their attire, and green their wings, 
The floating veetore their pennuaion brings. 
The one stood over ns a little while. 
The other stood npon th' oppoong bank, 
Between them they oonteined that army's rank. 
The head, as I could well discern, was white, 
But in the &oe the eye was almost lost, 
Virtue confounded in ita too muoh coat 
" Both came from the bosom of Uoria," 
Swd Sordello, " the valley to protect 
Against the serpent on his way direct" 
And I, who knew not which the way he meant, 
I turned myself around, and shrank with fear, 
Congealing to the frithfa l shoulders near. 
And Sordello said — " Let us now descend 
Among the great shades to accost the same, 
Twin be a gracious sig^t to look on them." 
I do believe I made three steps alone 
Of the descent, and saw one notice take, 
As if be meant acqutuntanoeehip to maka 
It was the hour when first the air grows dark, 
llough not BO much so but that it revealed 
To me the secret it at first concealed. 
He turned towards me, towards him I turned, 
Nino ! mild judge 1 what pleasure I have bad 
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When I beheld you cot among the bad. 

Of EBlutation good, no want there waa. 

Aaked me — " How &r and which way I bad come 

To mountain foot, gave the long tratera room 1 " 

" Oh ! " said I, " 'twaa by sad deligfatleaa grounds 

I came this morning. Life's first stage I share, 

And owe to him advancing, meikle care." 

Aa Boon aa my reply was heard around, 

Sordello and the one behind drew back, 

Like people with some swift amasement struck. 

One turned to Virgil, other turned to him 

Who sat, and cried — " Conrad I turn thy fitoe 

To see what God has willed out of his grace t" 

Then turned to me — " By that unheard degree. 

Thou oweat to Him, according to whose mind, 

To fathom purpoae we no shallow find. 

When thou shalt be beyond the mighty wavea, 

Tell my Oiovanna, that for me she cry, 

Tia where the innocent will gaui reply. 

Her mother lovce me, I beUeve, no more. 

Has changed the bands of white which bound her brow, 

Sadly she 11 wish what she abandons now. 

And light the task hy her to comprehend 

How long the fire of love in woman dwells, 

Unless to sight or touch her boeom swells. 

So &ir a sepulture is not for her. 

His who banded Uilanew, the vipers, 

As if GaUura's co<^ had decked her hearse." 

Thus spoke he. There was stamped upon his brow 

That zeal direct, which, like a token, tells 

The measured fire that in the boeom dwells. 
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My greedy eyea ascend now to the heaven, 

Where roll the ataiB more alow, a motion feel, 

lake nearest part to axle of the vheeL 

My guide — " My son ! why lo<^ you to the sky 1 " 

" To look at these three torches I desire. 

With which the pole on every mde 's on fire," 

And be — " The four dear stars you saw at mom 

Are DOW upon a lower level there, 

And these are now ascended where they were." 

Aa he was speaking, Sordello drew him, 

And said — " See, there our adversary is ! " 

Directiiig finger pointed where he was. 

At that part on the which no ramparts rise 

To fend the little vale — such serpent gave. 

Perhaps, the apple's bitter fruit to Eve. 

Between the grass and flowers it winding glides. 

And turns and turns its head upon ita back, 

Just as to smooth the &r a beast will lick. 

I oould not see, and therefore cannot tall, 

The motion made by eagles celestial. 

But that one and other moved I saw well. 

Perceived the rushing of their verdant wings, 

The serpent flew, the angels turned anew, 

And to their posts with equal speed reflew. 

The shade, who, when he called, to judge drew near, 

Through all the assault^ the moment of surprise. 

Withdrew not from me, for an instant, eyes : 

" Ob may the laiit«m which conducts thee hi^ 

Find in thy will but as much hardenuig wai 

As to th' enamelled top thy strength to tax ! " 

Bo^m the shade. " If any tidings true 
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Of Valdimagra, or the uei^bouring air, 

You know, tell one who once waa mightj there. 

Conrado Malaepina I was called ; 

Not andeat one, though him from I descend. 

Hov love I bore m; people is refined." 

" Along your oountry's bounds I never was. 

But where, in Enrope's bounds, that raoe alone," 

I said, " to whom your country is not known 1 

The fiune that gives its honour to your house. 

With herald voice declares the nobles' worth ; 

So that they know who have not seen your earth. 

And I Bwear to thee, as I mount above. 

Tour honoured people do not fritter down 

The value of tbeir sword, and riches crown. 

Eiperienoe, nature, privily her : 

While a bad head can turn the world atdde. 

She goes direct, and evil way's decried." 

And he — " Now go : the son shall not recouoh 

Him seven timee 'nesth Aries' fourfold feet, 

Which forklike cover o'er his yearly seat, 

Until opinion courteous shall become 

Nailed up into the middle of thy head. 

For othera' speech a stronger naU instead. 

If judgment in its ooutbq be not ddayed." 



CANTO IX. 



Albeadi old Tithonus' concubine. 
Whitening the edge of Orient preoipioe. 
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Had left the arms of her aweet Mend'a embrace. 
Her forehmd, glittering with resplendent gems. 
Was in the mgn of that cold animal 
Which Htrikee at people witb its knotted taiL 
Two spaces of aBoendiiig path the ni^t 
Had paesed beyond in stetion where we were, 
And now the third was folding wing in air ; 
When I, who that of Adam bad in me. 
Conquered by sleep, upon the green inclined, 
Where all the five were seated, not reclined. 
At timiB the bwbIIow, ere the early dawn, 
Begins the saddened cry, while memory dwells, 
Perobance, on outrage which no tongue rereals. 
And when the mind is brther from the flesh, 
And lees entangled in the thoughts that twine, 
'Tis then its visioa is almost divina 
In sleep I saw, suspended as I thou^t 
In heaTOD, an ea^e, with ite feathers gold, 
It seemed like to descending wings unfold ; 
And to myself it seemed that I was where 
Once Ganymede abandoned all his own. 
When he was rapt to consistorial throne. 
Within myself I thought — " Tis here he strikes, 
Perhaps frxim use, his prey, and elsewhere not — 
Disdains to stoop upon another spot." 
A little wheeling then, it seemed to me, 
Terrible and like lightning down it came, 
And snatched me upwards, even to the flame ; 
And then both he and I appeared to bum, 
Tmaginaiy fire, like furnace keen : 
My sleep was broken by the pictured scene. 
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Thofl might AchiUee sense looked up recall. 

Turn his avakened eyes around to Bee, 

Not knowing where nor what the place mi^t be. 

To ScyroB when 'b motiher fled from Chiron, 

A f^tive, him cdeeping in her arms ; 

By GreekB whence after reft by war and arms. 

'Twas thus I shook, when from my fece the sleep 

Had fled, tmd I was spiritless and pale, 

As one from &ar and terror will congeal. 

My only comfort stiU was at my side. 

The sun had gained two hours — on high he burned ; 

And to the ooean then my look whs turned. 

" Fear not," my lord and master said to me, 

" But be assured we've reached a lucky point : 

Belaz not now, but Btrengtheu every joint 

At last to Purgatory you are come : 

Behold the cliff that closes it around. 

And entrance vhere you see the severed ground. 

At early dawning which precedes the day. 

And when thy soul lay sleeping in its grot 

Upon the flowers down in yon valley'B spot. 

Lady came, and said — ' I am Lucia ; 

This one who slumbers let me take away, 

T insure his progress, not prolong his stay.' 

Sordello stayed, and other noble forma. 

She took thee away as the day grew clear ; 

She reached the hei^t, I followed in the rear ; 

She placed thee here ; and, when her graceful eyes 

Had shown the open entrance, bid me look : 

Then she and sleep at once thy side forsook." 

I was like man in dovbt, who 's rrassured. 
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To oomfbrt tiinie his past suHpense and pain. 

When onoe to him the truth is rendered plain. 

I changed m; tone ; and aa 1117 guide beheld 

Me unembanaased, he set out to olimb : 

Direct!; up the h«(^t I folloved him. 

Tou may perceive, my reader, I exalt 

The theme I treat o^ which requiree more skill, 

No woader if I reoonatmct it well. 

We were approaohing, now had reached, the place 

Where first a breach appeared in workman's art, 

Atul open masonry the wall to part 

I saw a gateway, and three steps beneath, 

T* arrive at it, a difiering hue diQ)layed — 

And port«r, who as yet no motion made. 

And as my eyes atill more and more uncloae, 

I saw one sit on highest step of stair, 

Such in the countenance that I could not bear. 

A naked aword was in his hand, whose rays 

Upon ua both such bright reflection cast, 

Eaefa glance I threw was vainer than the last 

" Tell me frcon thence," he said, " what is your will 1" 

And then began to aay — " Where is your guide ) 

Take care that no annoyance you betide." 

" A heavenly lady, in these things complete," 

My master said to him, " told us before, 

And said — ' Go forward ; lo ! there is the door." " 

"And well may she advance your footsteps' way," 

The courteous porter uttered with his lips -. 

" Come nearer, then, and come befbre our steps." 

And there we cama The first Step of the three 

White marble was, and polished smooth and terse, 
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To look in like the mirror's bright revetse. 

A rough rude block, that most have felt the fire, 

The second vaa, purple approaching black ; 

Along its length, aorosB it, ahowed a crack. 

The third, vhoee massy form arose above, 

Of porphjny rook, and of dark flaming red, 

As blood when ^touting from the vein is spread. 

His feet he planted, and he kept on this, 

God's angel on the threshold tatting down ; 

So bright, it looked as of the diamond stone. 

O'er the three steps' ascent with great good will 

My leader drew me. " Bend now, and entreat," 

He said, " free paBsage, to unbar the gate." 

I threw myself before hia sacred feet, 

His mercy moved to ope at my request ; 

But first had fidlen three times upon my breast 

Seven times the letter F on brow he traced 

With point of sword ; " Waah all the wounds and staia 

Fve made upon you, when admitted in." 

Dry earth or aahea may suffice to show 

The colour of the vestore he had on, 

From under which, two keys be had were drawn ; 

Of gold the one was, and one of sUver. 

First with the white be tried, with yellow then. 

To op^i gate to aatiHfy my ken. 

" When one of these revises to obey," 

He said, " and will not turn within the lock, 

At that passf^^ then 'tis in vain to knock. 

One is more predons, f other aska much skill. 

And art and genius, ere to open got ; 

For it is that which disentangles knot 
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I hold them from Pet^' ; and he bid me err 

Rather in opening than in keeping close, 

If at my feet man due submission shows." 

He poshed the gat« that leads to saored place, 

" Enter ; take care, and mind your onward route, 

For he who looks behind returns without." 

Distorted hingee soon resume their place ; 

The palace bolts within their chambers rung, 

Made of some sounding metal, which was strong : 

So harshly grat«d not Taipeian gate. 

When good Met«llus from his post was ta'en, 

And treasure-houBe was emptf left and lean. 

I turned attention to first thunder-sound : 

" We praise thee, God 1 " they appeared to sing. 

Sweet sound of music with the vocal song. 

It brou^t the image to my memory near 

Of what rre beard amid the tuneful choir : 

The swelling organ bannony affords — 

Now I hear, and now I cannot oat«h the words. 



CANTO X. 

Whkn once within the threshold of the gate. 
Where spirits cold attachment will not wait. 
Because it takes the crooked for the straight, 
I heard it sounding, and I knew 'twas cloeed. 
Had but my eyes onoe turned, and looked around, 
For such a fault could an excuse be found ] 
We mounted upward by indented rock. 
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Which na alternately &om side to fdde, 

Jn§t as the waves roU forward and reoede. 

" Hra« 'twill be well to use a little art^" 

Mf leader said, " that we may tutor feet 

From this to that, to use digrestdon meet" 

Whioli made our steps so chaiy and so nice. 

That the diminished moon was seen to touch 

The bed she rose from, and again reconch. 

Ere we bad issued frvm that needle's eye. 

When five and open fivm the crag-way pan, 

Betired the mountain an united n^Mw, 

Myself o'er-laboured, and uncertain both 

As to tile way, we rested on a phun ; 

Leea lonely will tiie desert paths remtun. 

From where the o'erhanging margin bounds the waste, 

To base of lofty banlc, T^ch still ascends, 

The measure thrice a human body ends 

Far as my eye could use its soaring wings. 

Now fi>om the left side, now the rig^t sent out^ 

This comioe seemed of equal width about 

Our footsteps scarcely o'er its sur&oe passed 

When I discovered that this bank around. 

Denying access to its higher ground. 

Of candid marble was adorned ao fine, 

And graved, that surely Polyoletus not, 

But nature's sel^ the marble must have cut 

The angel who came to earth with that decree, 

And peace to tearful eyes, at length undid. 

Who opened heaven that was so long forbid, 

Before us seemed so really to stand. 

And sculptured waa in attitude so sweet, 
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The image looked almost to epeecli oompleta. 

You would hare Bwom jou listened to the " Hall ! " 

For she was imaged there, and traced above. 

Who turned tiie key to open heavenly love ; 

In aot she seemed, as if she spoke the word, 

" Behold tlie handmaid of the Lord 1 " in tracks, 

Like figure properly impressed in wax. 

" Fix not your mind so long upon one place," 

My sweet master sud, who had me at 'a side, 

Wlirae heart of man is to the part allied. 

Wherefore I moved my visage, and I saw 

Behind Uaiia, and upon the side 

Where he was standing who the movement tried. 

Another history on the rock impressed. 

Which made me cross Viigilius and draw near, 

Thus to dispose it to my eyes more clear. 

On the same marble, then, I saw was cut 

The cart and oxen, drawing sacred ark. 

Unauthorised must tremble as they mark. 

In front appeared a numerous band, and all 

In seven choirs : two conflicting seneee please. 

And made the one say " no," and other " yes." 

And similaiiy, too, the incense smoke. 

Which there was imaged, in Uie eye and nose, 

At "no" and "yes" an utter variance shows. 

The blessed vessel's way preceding there. 

The bumble psalmist dancing, leaping came, 

And more and less than king the act became ; 

And, figured oppoat^ at window saw 

Of a great palace, Miohol looking out, 

Like a disdainM lady, sad in donbt 
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I moved my feet from out the place T kept 

Near where another story met my sight, 

Where, behind Miohot, 'twaa portrayed in white ; 

For there was storied there the glory high 

Of Roman prince, whose value all must own, 

Whose rescue must victoriouB Gr^oiy crown. 

I speak of Roman Emperor Tr^jao. 

A widow standing at his bridle-rein, 

In tears was represented, and in piun. 

Around them crowd, and troope of cavaliers, 

And eagles in tlie wind, flutt'ring in gold. 

That e'en the very motion could be told. 

Miserable, 'mong them all, to ask redress. 

" M; lord I shall I in vain for vengeance look I 

My son is dead, and I am sorrow-struck 1 " 

And he, to answer her — " Expect a while 

Till I return." And titen that one^" My lord," 

Like one whose sorrow stay could not afford, 

" If yon ahould not return ! " " Who sits where I 

Will do it for thee." " What is other's good 

To thee, unless thine own good act 's pursued !" 

And he—" Now comfort thee ; it will be well 

To do my duty ere I move from hence : 

So justice wills, and pity me restrains." 

He who henceforward nothing new surveys 

Produced this visible and silent speech, 

Novel to us, which here they do not teaoh. 

While I delighted me to look on these 

Images of humility so greats 

And fer their artist dear a greater treat, 

" Lo I on this side, but slow the way tiiey make^" 
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The poet whispered ; " of all, none that tripa, 

Theee will conduct tia to the higher Ertepe." 

My eyee, which to behold were all intent, 

New sights, whioh novelty could still enhance, 

Were not the dower to reflect his glance. 

I would not, reader 1 you should e'er lose heart 

For purpoee good, althou^ that you should hear 

How God wills we diould pay tranBgreesions here. 

Of form of suffering you need not take thought. 

But of EucceadTe course to deeper woe ; 

I^st the great judgment it can never go. 

I bc^an : " Master, that which I behold 

Hove towards us are not real persons, 

Or mine eyes have erred in their excursions.'' 

"The grave condition of their torment eo 

Binds them to earth, as if to find their niche, 

Uy eyee have not discovered which is which ; 

But look with fixed regard and thoult nnlocee 

With sight that which comes on under theee stones. 

Already you may see how each one groans." 

haughty Christiana I miserable, alas I 

From mental sight to weakness that 's allied, 

Confiding in perversenees and in pride, 

Perceive ye not we are but merely worms, 

Bom embryo of angelic butt«rfly, 

Which, unrestrained, to justice flies on hi^ 

Where is the object of your soaring flightl 

Insect, in whom defect alone prevails, 

And worm, in which the true formation &ils. 

As, to support or floor or roof, they use 

A figure crouching, where the pressures rest. 
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The bent knees tlnu I saw approach the breast, 
Which at a Bemblanoe movea a real grief 
In hitn who sees it : such appearance made 
They when their fortuB distinotly I surveyed, 
Tib true that more or less contncted they, 
Ab more or tees they had upon their back ; 
And be who bad moet patienoe in the act 
Appeared to weep and say — " No man I can 1 " 



CANTO XI. 

" OuB Father which art in beaven ! uot ooofined, 

For thy o'erflowing love, abundant there, 

Thy first creation must delighted share ; 

Hallowed be thy name, thy worth proclaimed 

By every creature. Surely it is right 

To render thanks to Spirit high in Ugbt. 

Thy kingdom's peace come to us now, 

For we cannot approach its threshold bright 

If it come not, with all our native might 

As tbeir own wills angels sacrifice to thee. 

And mng bosannas as tbey lay it down. 

So let men do, thy creatures, with their own. 

Give us this day our daily bread; for then 

This desert through, when all the journey 's made. 

Each step will uot be found to retrograde. 

As we forgive to each the evil done, 

Forgive us now, for tby forgiveness pours 

Into our cup for no desert of ours. 
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Our virtue, found bo Blander in the proof, 

Tty not 'gainst enemy, but take our p&rta ; 

Free ub &om him, and quench hie fieiy dart& 

The last prajvr is, our soul's beloved Lord ! 

Not for oureelves, neceeuty removed, 

But thoae we leave behind na who are loved." 

Thus for tLem, for us, the wandering shadea 

Prs7ed for good speed, by heavy burden prened, 

Afl one who feels the nightmare on his ohest 

Not equal anguish pressed upon them all. 

Round the first oomioe as they slowly crept, not whirled. 

Thus pui^jng off the darkness of the world. 

If then for ua good orisons are paid, 

What can be said or done for them by those 

In whom the root of good afibction grows 1 

WeU mi(^t we aid to wash the stains away 

Till every soul new purity reveals. 

And buoyant issues to the starry wheels. 

And — " Ah I ahould justice, piety, unload 

You Boon, 80 may you come to stretch your wings, 

Which answer each deore that buoy brings. 

Direct us on what hand to climb the way — 

The shortest way, if more than one attend : 

Tell us which is easiest to ascend ; 

For he who comes with me bears still tlie load 

Of Adam's flesh with which he first was clothed ; 

And though he wiahed to climb, his nature loathed." 

Hie words of answer which returned I hear. 

To those which he had said, I followed there. 

From whom they came was not distinctly dear, 

fiut said it was, " To the right hand, by the bank. 
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Come with m, asd you'll find a pasBage oa't 
For living person possible b> mount 
Were I not burdened by tbe hard rook's weight, 
Uy hau^^ neok intended to subdue, 
Whence this low oountenanoe I carry through ; 
This onev who's still alive, and name unknowu, 
I would regard to tiy were I at laif^ 
To move his pit^ for this aad suroharge. 
Latin I was, and of hi^ Tusoan race, 
Quglielmo Aldobrandeschi my airo ; 
I know not if it ever reaehed your ear. 
}ij race's andent blood and gracious deeds 
Uadfi me so arrc^ant, within my lot 
Our common mother I regarded not ; 
Each man I hdd in such exoeeding scorn ; 
The cause of death the Sienneee know well— 
Blaoh child in Gampagnatico '"'"' telL 
I am Omberto ; not myself alone. 
But all my kindred ruined ; hau^ty pride 
Has drawn with hw misftotune to abide ; 
And here am I, sulijected to this weight 
Until the .will of God 'b accomplished, 
Since not in li^ at least among the dead." 
Listening to tale, and bending down my &oe, 
When one of them, 'twas not the one who spoke. 
Twisted him under weight to ease die yoke. 
And seeing m^ knew me, and cried out, 
Keeping his eyes with difficulty bent 
On me, who all inclined with party went 
" Oh r aaid I, "art thou not Oderigi — 
Honour of Agobbio, hononr of arts— 
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lUuminate the Paris name imparte i" 

" Brother," said he, " the lettyea more gratefViI smile 

Whioh pencils Franco Bologneae's arti 

The honour his alone, or mine in part. 

I kuov fall well I wa6 not oourteona thug 

While still alive, and prompted hj desire 

Of excellence, i^ch set my heart on fire. 

Tib here the penalty of pride awaits. 

And even here I should not be abroad. 

Had I not, with power to tan, returned to God. 

Oh, the Tain-gloiy of the human powers I 

How little lasts the green and topmost shoot, 

Unless the lower growth oan trace it ouL 

Cimabue thought to hold the field alone ; 

In painting Qiotto now has all the cry — 

The fome of him obscured as it would die. 

Thus has one Guido robbed the other's name 

Of glory of the tongue, — one bom at last 

May chase the one and other ftom their nest. 

TIm mundane rumour is a fleeting breath 

Of wind, that veers and varies in acoouut. 

And changes name because it changes point 

Uore feme shalt thou enjt^, if once old ag« 

Wear flesh away, than if thou hadst expired 

Ere left the breast, or oorat last admired) 

A thousand years' eternity to thee 

Far shorter than the eyebrow's movement fleet 

To slowest orbit stars of heaven complete. 

That one who takes so little of the road 

In front of thee, sounded o'er Tusoany, 

And now in Sienna whisperiogiy : 
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Twas there he lorded, when desbvyer past 

On rage of Florence, on her pride the blow — 

Afl haughty then as ahe is filthy now. 

Benown of yours the fleeting hue of gnus, 

And he discoloors, and at once it fades, 

Who Bununoned first fi:om earth the tender blades." 

And I — " The truth you speak instilB in heart 

Good humiUt;, levels all its swell ; 

But who is he of whom even now you tell i" 

" This one," said he, " Provenzan SalToni. 

And here he is, whose bold presumptuous hand 

Would bring Sienna under his oouunand, — 

Hath gone, and thus he goes, wiUiout repose. 

Since such the payment, and tixe money such. 

To satisfy the man who dared too much." 

And I to him — " If spirit, which delays 

To turn till edge where life no more extends, 

Below remains, and hither not ascends, 

{Unless good orisons should aid its way,) 

Ere limit of the time on earth it lives, 

How was it granted here that he arriTesl" 

" In his most glorious and palmy stete, 

Frankly and freely, on Sienna's plain, 

No thought of shame, he ventiired to remain ; 

And that to save his friend from ling'ring pain. 

In Chailee's prison misery to maintain. 

And brought at last to tremble in each vein. 

No more I say, obscure is what I speak ; 

Thy neighbours soon attention will engroes, 

Instruct thee how to find its proper gloss : 

Twas this tJiat took him out of theae oonfiDes." 
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CANTO XII. 



Thus paired, like oxen moTing in th« yoke, 

I went with spirit witb his heavy clog, 

As for ae wiSered g«ntle pedagogue : 

But when he said — " Leave him and burden now, 

For here 'tie good to try, with aoil and oar, 

How fiir each one can push his bark before," 

As one would wish to go, I drew myself upright ; 

To lift their oreat my thoughts were not allowed. 

Remaining still diminiahed down and bowed, 

I moved myself and followed willingly 

My maater'a steps. Already both bad meant 

To show with what alatni^ they went, 

When he said to me — " Turn thine eyes to earth ; 

It will be good for thee, to lighten way. 

To see the bed on which your fbotstepe lay." 

A^ to ihe end that memory may be 

Above their sepulture in earthy tombs. 

Of what they wwe distjnot resemblance comee. 

And oft from thenoe reisBued have the tears 

Remembranoe talons tear from out the breast, 

Whose stings let all except the piteous rest — 

Twas Buoh ; but the resemblance was more fine 

Through the arti£oer, and figured o'er 

Far as the mountain-way was stretched before. 

I saw that one, created noblest once 

Of any creature that the heavena can tell, 

Down blling there, and thundering as he fell, 

Saw Briareus, smitten 1^ arrow 
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CeleBtUd, prone at length another tale 

O'erweigh the earth, when struck by mortal bail : 

I saw ThymbneuB— eaw Pallaa and Mars 

Still armed, and droling round tiieir father's beams, 

And gsEuig on the giant's scattered limbs — 

Saw Nimrod, at the foot of mightj' work, 

Ab if perplexed, retarding once again 

The iBoe that were with him on Shinar'e plain. 

Niobe I with what acousiiig tears 

1 saw thee sculptured on the mountain straod I 
Twixt seren and aeren thy pierced onee stand. 
O Sanl 1 npon thine own and proper sword, 
Thy death UUboa, too, had cause to rue, 
Reridted no more by nin nor dew. 

mad Arachne 1 I beheld in thee 

But half a spider, o'er the rent web climb 

Thoa wrought'st, to work thee misohief in due time. 

Rehoboam I have thy frowns expired 1 

The dread has seized thee ere pursuers come. 

In thy shorn chariot and unpeopled home. 

Shows the hard payament's ener-during hues, 

How dear Alomnon made his mother pay 

For canametit^ nnfortunate display I 

It showed the sons who threw themaelTes upon 

Sennacherib in the temple, house of prayer. 

And how deprived of life they left him there. 

The ruin, and the cruel specimen, 

Tomyrie made, dead Cyrus, who could tell, 

" For blood you thirsted— you may take your fill." 

It showed how in the rout Assyrians fled. 

When Holofomea in the fight was slain. 
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Aod all the reliai of the bloody plain. 

Troy I BBw, in dndera and in oavems. 

O Ilion ! how debased and low it lay, 

And flaunted BJgnals of its own decay 1 

What master of the pencil and of etyle 

Had drawn the shades and all Uie aotious round. 

To raise the wonder of the most profound 1 

The dead were dead, the living seemed alive : 

He saw not better who obeo^ed its truth, 

Than I, who stooped to see it full of ruth. 

Superbly stalk, and go with hau^ty look. 

Ye sons of Eve, incline not down your head 

To see the evil of the path you tread. 

More of the mountain we had turned, and more 

Of the Bun'a pathway was already oroased 

Than I imagined, with my mind engrossed, 

When he who always as he vent looked out, 

B^;an to say — " Now raise your head aback ; 

The time is past to bend it as you walk. 

Behold on that side, where an angel oomee. 

Approaching u^ and handmaid of the day ; 

The sixth 'a returning from her daily ynj. 

With reverenoe your geeture, fito^ attire. 

So that with joy he lead us hu^t to gain. 

Remember — ^this day never dawns agun." 

His warning was &miliar to mine ears. 

Not to lose time, and from the way 'twas put, 

The sense iududed was by no means shut 

To us thOTe came created being fur, 

In white, his oountenanoe — as shoots aiar 

The tranulous lustre of the rooming star. 



itv Google 



216 THE TI8I0N OF DANTE. 

His arms he opened, and then opened wmgs, 
And said — " Come, for the steps yon seek are near, 
And easil; aeoend the path you fear." 
At Hub ennounoement vBrj few there came. 

human laoe I vhoee birthright ia to soar, 
How little wind will make your course give o'er ! 
He ted na where the rook was cut away. 

1 felt the beating of hia wings in front, 
Which promised easier way for me to mount 

As on the right hand, where you climb the mount 

Where sits the ohapel, near where you account 

The well-conduoted prays at Bubaconte, 

The hardy sheer ascent is broke by steps, 

Carved in its line at every point and stage. 

While yet records were safe in earlier age. 

And thus retarded ia the steep which falls 

From otlier drouit^ makes a precipice, 

And here and there the lofty rook will graze. 

While turning round about our persons there, 

" Bteesed tlie poor In spirit," we hear men 

Sing, as if they said to us a sermon ; 

But^ ah I how different were those echoes from 

Til' infernal tones, notes that now approach us ! — 

Here sweet song, and there laments ferocioua 

We now were mounting o'er the sacred steps, 

Eacder to me ere yet ascent was o'er. 

And lighter &r than was the plain before. 

" Master," I said, " what is the reason why 

I feel BO lightened of my heavy load, 

WiUi no &tigue, as 'twere, pursue the road?" 

" When all tiie Ps," he answered, " which remain 
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Charactered upon thy countenance nov, 

Shall paae away lilce one that's left your brow. 

Tour feet will be subdued to such good-will. 

Think not &tigue will any longer stay, 

Bather delight will m^ jroa on your way." 

I did then just as tbey do who proceed 

With something on their head, though not aware. 

From otlm's agns suspecting it is there. 

I tliought my hand would help to asoertain. 

And searched and found, and thus performed tite task 

Which from the eyesight 'twas in vain to aek, 

And with the finger of the right hand found 

Six oharacters of letters still impressed, 

He of the keys above my temples traced. 

Upon r^arding which my leader smiled. 



CANTO XIII. 

When we were at the summit of the scale. 
Where secondly the mountain 's cut away, 
The climbing which all evil will allay, 
There is fmother cornice girds the hill, 
Reeembling fiirt which round ^e base ezt«nds. 
Save that the arch of this one sooner bends: 
No shade is there, nor mark of aught aj^>ears 
Along the bank or on the rock-way phun. 
To rase the livid colour of its grain. 
" If hero we wait to queBti<m company," 
The poet reasoned, " I am much afraid 
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The ohoioe we make will be too long delayed." 

Then fixedly upon the sun he looked. 

And from the right dde, as from oentre, moved. 

And the left tdde from his choice reproved. 

" Sweet light ! in which I trust and enter now, 

By new roadway, conduct me where I would 

From henoc^ and lead me in tlie way punued. 

The world thou warm'st, npoD its &oe thou shin'et 

If cause forbid not^ on opposing dde 

Thy rays in ftiture be, as now, my guide." 

Aa br as hero is counted for a mile, 

Thus bx were we alroady on our way, 

In little time, unwilling to delay, 

Tlie sound of flying and of flitting past 

Not Tisible^ but spiritB in their speech 

To love's own table courteously beseech. 

The iiTBt voice, pasdng by tbe apot^ which flew — 

" They have no wina" The words it said aloud 

Reiterated while the air allowed; 

And ere the whole of these in distant apace 

Had gone, anothei^" I am OraateB." 

Passing it cried, nor lingered flight to ease. 

" What sounds ! " I said : " my &ther, what are tbtee I" 

And while I asked, the third succeeuve gone — 

" Lore those who've done you evil," was tlie tone. 

Tbe good master — " This oircle plaits the whip 

Of envy's &ult, and therefore are the words 

Which make the scourge of love, irttich draws the oords. 

The bridle must be of a diSbreat sound — 

At least, it is the drift of thought I form — 

At plaoe whero pardon frees them from alarm. 



itv Google 



PUROATOBY. 

But flx your ey bh attentive throuf^ the air. 

And you will see a race of people knit, 

Each one along tl>e nde of grotto aiL" 

Then more than at Uie first I opened eyea, 

Looked out, and nw the shades with mantles on, 

In colour not unlike the dark-hued Btone. 

And when we were a little &rther on, 

I beard them say — " Maria, pray for us ; 

Michael, Peter, all saints I ' uttered the voice. 

Not on earth's sor&ce, I believe, there walks 

A man bo hard, whoee heart would not relent, 

And feel for that which was U> eyesight sent 

When I approached to place adjoining them, 

So that their gestnies clearly came along, 

My eyelids were with heavy sorrow wrung. 

In vilest sackcloth were tliey all attired. 

And on his shoulderB each supported each. 

And bank supported all tlmt bank could reach : 

And so the blind in poTcrty who pine. 

Stand at the pardonings, and declare their need, 

And thus recline each on the other's head, 

Because, in others, pity talces its birth 

Not from the sound of words, but from the sight, 

Which plants as deep tlie feeling to requitfi. 

As to the sigfatless orb ne'er oomee the sun. 

To those I speak of he would not dispense 

Heaven's light to enter there, and issue thence ; 

For down their eyelids all the iron wire 

Is served without, their reetlees nght to tame, 

In manner such wild fidcon Uiey reclaim. 

It seemed, as I walked forward, outrage wrong 
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To look on others while myself unseen, 

Which made me to my leader's counsel lean. 

And well he knew what I, thou^ mute, would say. 

And therefore waited not for my request : — 

" Briefly to apeak, and to tlie point, were heat" 

Viigil ^proaehed me on that border side 

Of oomioe, whence 'twas possible to Ml, 

For there no parapet nm round the wall. 

On other side there were the shades devout, 

And throu£^ tiieir horrid pat«h the tear-drops brealc. 

And ran ao taat, ihsy moisten all the cheek 

I turned me to them ; " race ! who are secure 

To see," I said, " again the lofty U^^t, 

And all your wishes and your oares requite. 

So may grace soon reeolve the foam upon 

Tour conscience ; lightly may it diBai4)ear, 

And river of the mind run bright and clear. 

Tell me — for 'tia a gracious thing to hear — 

If here a Latin spirit there may be. 

And good for him, perchance, myself to see." 

" my brother I each is a citizen 

Of one true city. So is he, shouldst say, 

Who lives a foreigner in Italy " 

Thus I thought I heard on answer come 

A little more in front of where I stood. 

Which made me mark it better than I should. 

Among the rest I saw a shade waiting 

Expectant Should one ask the way I knew — 

TTJH chin was raised like one deprived of view. 

" Spirit," I said, "in training to ascend. 

If thou be he from whom the answer came. 
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Make me acquainted vi& thy place or name." 

" I wEka Siennese, and, with these othen here, 

The evil life I waah away with tears. 

Weeping to him, for hia the Saviour's. 

Nor yet a sage, tlkough Sapia waa my name, 

Uore joyliil when I heard what others rued, 

Than even when I heard my own proper good. 

And that yoa may not think that I deceive, 

Hear if I was not, as I t«ll thee, bad. 

My years, in lessening arch, descended had ; 

My Mow-dtdiSDs were at CoUe, 

In field against their adveraarieB led : 

I fowyed to Ood for what he bad decreed. 

They were routed there — turned to the bitter 

Steps of flight ; and as I beheld the obase. 

The joy that seised me all the rest outweighs, 

So that I raised above my hardy brow. 

And cried io God—' Of Thee I careless am," 

Ab will the blackbird for a moment's calm. 

In life's extremity I wished for peace 

WHh Ood, and all my duty to fulfil: 

The penitence abated not until 

Her Pettinagno remembered me. 

And in his holy prayers my name expressed. 

And through hia charity it was increased 

But who art thou wouldst our conditions know. 

And questioneet with both thine eyelids free. 

As I believe, and breathing talk'st to me ) " 

" My eyas may here be for a spaed withdrawn, 

And but a space ; for trifling the offence 

Of glanoea envious which hare isaned thenoe. 
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Far greater is 1117 fear where hangH my nul 

Suspended o'er the tormenta of below : 

The burden of those depths o'erweighs me now." 

And she to roe — " Then who conducted here, 

Upward among ua 1 Think'rt thou to go down t" 

" The one with me, who word has uttered none. 

I am aliTe, and therefore me request, 

Spirit elect t if you deeire to greet 

In motion there for thee my mortal feet" 

" Oh, what a noTel thing is this to hear ! 

Great sign it is that Ood himself 's your friend : 

Then with thy prayer at times aanBtance lend. 

Entreatiiig thee by what you most desire, 

If e'er you tread upon the Tuscan earth, 

Renew my &me where I received my birth. 

There will you see them 'mong that race so vun, 

Who put theb hopes in Telamone'e port, 

More than Diana's river under grot : 

A deeper loss their admirals have got." 



CANTO XIV. 

" Who winds, endroles I^ub our mountain way, 
Ere death has given him wherewithal he flies. 
And opes and shuts, just as he wills, his eyes f " 
" I know not who, but know he's not alone. 
You are llie nearer, put some question tene ; 
Salute him gently, lead him to convene." 
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Two Bpirite thus inclining to each other 

Of me were reaBoning upon right hand, 

Id order then to see me, backward leaned, 

And said the one — " bouI in body rtiU 

Detained, who yet art tending to the skies 1 

For charity console ub, and apprise 

Whence tliou comeet, and who thou art, that makeet 

Such marvel at the grace bestowed and seen, 

It seems like something tliat has never been." 

And I — " Through midst of Tuscany there spreads 

A little Btream ; Falterona sees it rise ; 

Its course a hundred miles scarce satiBfieB. 

I took this person from its banks : 'twere vain 

To tell you who I am : let this gnffioe. 

My name as yet makes little noise." 

" If well your meaning I inoorporstfl 

With int«Uect,'' he gaye his answer so. 

Who first addressed me, " you speak of Amo 1 " 

And the other said to him — " Why does tliis 

Omit to say, that river's name conceal. 

As if 'twere something horrible to tell 1 " 

The shades from whom demanded, tliua replies : 

" I cannot tell ; unworUiy it is not 

^kat name of such a valley be forgot ; 

For from its source where, pregnant to the full, 

The Alpine mount, from whence Pelorus torn. 

At some few spots o'ertope the place where bora, 

Until it render back, in dne account. 

That which from the sea the heaven exhales. 

Which in the fountain and the rivOT swells, — 

Where Virtue's self is hat«d and pursued 
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Of all, as if it were a snake, through ill. 

Derived from place or misdirected will ; 

Whence ia the oatore so transformed they wear, 

Th' inhabitauta of this sad wretched vale, 

Twould seem that Circe bade her guests regale. 

Amid the brutiab swine, for aooma fit, 

Mtxce than au^t else to human use to turn, — 

Direota the waves of its impoverished urn. 

Descending lower, finds the snarUng cura, 

Whooe power is &r mieqital to their bate. 

Turns with diadainfiil nostril, leaves their gate, 

Rolls along &IIing, and the more enlarged, 

Dogg turned to wolves the changing scenes engross 

Of this accursed and malignant foase. 

Through hollower basins afl«rwards descends, 

A race of foxes finds, so full of fraud. 

By all of wit and human skill unawed. 

Stdll must I speak, although another hear, 

And good for bim to memoty to consign 

What fr^m true spirit I shall now untwine. 

I see thy grandson, — soon will he become 

A hunter of these wolves; upon the brink 

Of the fierce river let his terrors sink. 

He sells the flesh of tfaem that are alive. 

And slays them afW, like an old wild beast 

Many of life he robs, and of life's zest 

Himself, and issues bloody from the wood. 

When thousand years are past his havoc 's rued, 

Nor will the forest reacquire its wood." 

As he announced the future's darkening loss, 

Dismay disturbed the &ce of him who hears. 
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Like one wlio knowa not whence the Btorm appears, 

So saw I other spirit who had turned. 

Standing to hear, Badd'ning and oTercaat, 

When once the words acroHs hia senses passed. 

The speech of one, and other's sad aspect. 

To know their names my curious feelings fixed ; 

I put a question with entreadea mixed. 

The spirit ihaa who first addressed me said — 

" You wish for thee to do that I incline 

At thy request, who would not yield tj> mine. 

But nnce it is God's will his grace should shine 

Brightly, thus regard to claim, to look awe. 

Know that I am Guide del Duca I 

With envy bo reluudled all my blood. 

That had I seen a man with joy bestead, 

My visage was with paleness overspread. 

Of such a seed such harvest I derive. 

O human race ! why set your heart on fate. 

Debarred of consort to participate t 

Tim is lUnier, the worth and honour, 

Calboli, of thy bouse, wh^^ not a deed 

Bemains to vouch the value of the breed. 

Not bis alone the blood that 'a robbed between 

The Po, the Mount, the Reno, and tbe sea, 

Of all the good for truth and pleasancy. 

Within these bounds the space is ever tiill 

Of vanomed stems, which slow indeed reward 

The toils of culture in a soil so hard. 

Wh«e good Licio, Arrigo Manardi, where 

Pier Traveraaro, Quido da Carpigna, 

And all the bastard children of Romagna, 
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When in Bologna Btrikee his roots a emitii, 

In Faenia Bernardin di Foaoo, 

A noble Boion from a sapUng low. 

Hoirel not though I should weep, Tuscan I 

Ouido da Prata, when I call to mind, 

Ugolin of AaK> lived with us enshrined ; 

Frederigo Tignoso, with company, 

Traveisaro's house and Anastagii, 

Each a disinherited &aiily ; 

The ladies, the oaTaliers, troubles, ease. 

The witoheiy of loving, courteous arts, 

Where maUoe now is oherlehed in their hearts. 

Brettinoro I why not fly at once, 

Knee aU thy femily has fled before, 

To shun the evil way, and many more 1 

WeU did Bagnacaval, too, seek no son, 

111 Castraoaro, and worse CcHiio, 

Their fomily with earls su<^ as these t' endow ; 

And well Pagani, who the demon ohaaa 

From out their home, albeit not bo dear. 

But that a remnant proof shall linger there. 

Ugolin of TantoL 1 thy name 

Ib now secure no longer. You eipect 

An heir to plunge thy name in dark neglect 

Go thy way, Tuscan I for &r more delist 

Have 1 in weeping than in use of speech ; 

Our oountiys woes my inmost heart can reach." 

We knew that these dear spirits were aware 

Of our departure, and their cdlence made 

Our trust attend the path before us lud. 

We \ott them : when we had proceeded on. 
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Like thunder pealing when the ur is rent, 
A voice came near that was against ua sent — 
" And whosoever finds me will alajr me ! " 
And fled aa tliimder vanlahee away 
When the fieet li^tning iasaea to obey. 
Scarcely our hearing had obtained a truce, 
When, lo t another noiae, boUi qnick and loud, 
Like Qm following of a thunder-cloud — 
" I am A^uroa, who became a stone I " 
And then I ahiank, and to tite bard drew near, 
Advanced not step, remaining in the rear, 
At every place already quiet air. 
"Hus rough bit^" he said, "will yet be found 
To keep each ntan within his proper bound ; 
But the bait so attraota you, that the hook 
Of the Old Adversary draws you all. 
Who little recks your cmrb and your recall. 
Heaven calls you. Unrolling, it displays 
Eternal beantiee to a heavenward gaze ; 
Your eye seems fixed on earth, and it surveys, 
Hence He obastisee who diacemeth all" 



CANTO XV. 

Op the sjAere where die third hour ends b> dawu, 
Appeared so much of its expanded way, 
Which moves for ever, like a diild at play, 
Aa there appeared, extending to the even. 
The SOD had yet to run eS course of light 
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Twaa eveaing there, and here 'twaa dark midni^t ; 

His rajB were atxifcing on tiie bridge of noae. 

The mountain-side we had already passed, 

Adyandng now directly to the weat^ 

When I perceived that something stmck my brow. 

Of greater splendour than appeared at first, 

And like a stupor on my aenees burst 

And thence I nused my hand to the summit 

Of my eyebrow to make me a sun-shade ; 

Shorn of its surplus, thus the light suireyed. 

As from the water or the mirror's face. 

To part opposed the ray is seen to danos, 

Asoeoding upward, as it were a glance, 

And tben descending must diverge aa for 

From line of stone, desoending in a haste, 

As our experience and art has placed ; 

Thus, with refracted li^t, appear to me 

The gronnd in front, struck with percusrion, swift, 

And thence as swiftly was my vision reft 

" My gentle &ther ! what is this from which, 

With fencing off, I cannot guard my eye^ 

But what it wounds, advancing to surprise ) " 

« Marvel not if even yet should dazzle thee 

The family of heaven I " was his reply : 

" He comes to invite you to a ground more high. 

Soon will it be to thee to see these things. 

Not grievous, but a source of fresh delight, 

As nature shall dispose thy sense aright" 

When we had joined the blessed angel liiere, 

With joyf^il voice he said, " Now enter here 

To cUmbiog way, which is mooh less severe I " 
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We now ascended through the broken ground. 

" Blessed are the merciful," came from east, 

"And then r^oice thou that o'ercomesL" 

Uy master and myself proceeded on ; 

And I was thinking, as the way I went, 

To draw some profit from the words they sent 

Directing me to him, the question put, 

" What could that spirit of Romagna mean — 

Of consort barred — less happiness between 1" 

" His great defect and all its loss he knowa 

Let it not, then, thy admiration move — 

So they lament the less if he reprove— 

If thj desires should all take flight to where 

CompanioDship must needs divide tfay share. 

Tia envy blows, and hence thy sighs take fur. 

But if the love that 's from the sphere supreme 

Exalt thy wish above this lower earth, 

Within thy breast fear cannot find its birth ; 

For all the more that we can say is oura. 

So much the more doee every one possess. 

And love burns brighter in its close recees." 

" Less satisfied am I than what I was," 

I said, " than if I still had held my peace ; 

And in my mind still more the doubts increase. 

How can a good which is distributed 

Enrich the more all its possessors new 

By it, than if possessed but by a fewl" 

And he — " It is because that you refix 

The thoughts of mind upon terrestrial things, 

Which fh>m the true li^t only darkness brings. 

Infinit« and ineffable above 
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Itoel^ thai good for ever runs to love, 

Ab to a body bri^t a ray will moT& 

It gives Bfl muob of ardour bb it fiuds ; 

So tihat, whenever it extends on earUi, 

Increaaee o'er it its etoraal worth. 

The higher knowledge tiiat its acholars gaiii, 

The better love, and more are loved in turn. 

As mirrors with refleoting flaabea bum. 

And if my reason cannot deer the way, 

Thou wilt see Beatrice, who will reveal 

Both this, and all imper&ct lights conoeal. 

Procure that soon oblit«ratad quite. 

As two already are, the five you feel, 

Which, when they pain yoo, then b^pn to heal." 

I would have said — " You eatjsfy me now," 

When I observed another circle's reach, 

Which claimed my wandering eyes, reetnuned my speech ; 

For I E^peared to be in a vision 

EcstatJo — on a sudden rapt away, 

To see some pen»DB in a temple stay. 

A lady, on her entering, with the mein 

Of dear mother, eaid — "Why hast thou, my son. 

Towards us, who are thy parents, thus done 1 

Behold t sorrowing thy &ther and I 

Have sought thee." When this was no longer heard. 

That which I saw at first had disappeared. 

Appeared another then, washed by those streams, 

Down o'er the cheek, which painfiU grief distils, 

When great despite at heart the eyelids fills ; 

And said — " If thou art lord of this city. 

Whose name could strife among the gods inspire, 
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And &om whoae walla each Boienoe sparks like fire, 

Avenge thyself upon thorn arms they saw 

Our daughter dunt embraoe, Fisistratus !" 

And ha lord speared benign and gnunous, 

To answer her witb mild and temperate &oe — 

" How to treat those by vhom all good 's contemned, 

If he irtio ioTee us is by as condemned." 

Then saw I crowd, with kindling Airy fired. 

With stones a young man slay who was alone, 

And all loudly crying — " Down with him 1— down !" 

His neck declining with the stroke of death, 

Which now had weighed him downward to the earth ; 

But from his eyes the gatee of heaven took birth j 

In such battle jn^aying to the Hi^ Lord 

That he would pardon perseoution felt, 

With that aspect that pity's self would melt 

But when my mind returned to view agun 

The things whose truth 'b beyond the bno/s power. 

Saw it had not wandered into error. 

My leader, as he looked, beheld me then 

And as a man unwinds himself from sleep. 

" What V* sud he, " the matter } You cannot keep 

Tour way ; you've conu^ for half a league and more. 

With eyes veiled up, and with no diadpUne 

In limbs, like one bowed down by sleep or wine." 

" my dear father ! if you will listen, 

I will tell thee," I said, " that which I saw. 

Which out of rule my reoklen limbs could diaw." 

And he — "If you had even twenty masks 

Upon your &oe, no thouf^t of youn were shut 

Vrota me, thongfa small, whidi I observed not 
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That which thou aaVst was that thou m^t'st not shiin 

Thy heart to open to the wares of peace, 

Which from tJie et«mal fountain find increase. 

I aaked not — What 'b the matter t for tiie cause 

That jo^mpts the question of terreetrial eye 

Quenched, with a form that soon will lifeless lie. 

I asked to add another force to foot : 

Such are the goads the flagging steps require, 

To use their vat«h and rouse their sleeping fire." 

Attentdve, on we throiigh the evening went, 

Far aa the eye could stretch its lengthening line. 

To meet the rays that Ui^r while they shine ; 

And lo ! by slow d^reee a mist came on 

Towards us — dark, and, like the night, obscure ; 

Nor was there place a refuge to insure : 

Robbed us of eyes, and of the air so pure. 



CANTO XVI. 

Thb smoke infbmal, and a night deprired 
Of every planet, 'neath a wretched sky, 
Such as the cloud of darkness could supply. 
Ne'er wrapped my eyeei|^t in so thick a veil 
As smoke that now enveloped everywhere- 
Even to the sense a rough unpleasant air, 
That would not suffer eyelids to unclose ; 
And hence my knowing and my &ithfd guide 
Ofiered me shoulder, and draw near my sida 
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And as a blind man goes behind his guide, 

Not to loee himself nor stumble by the vay 

On what would hurt, or even what m^t alay, 

So went I onward through the bitter air. 

Attending to the counsel of tny guide. 

Who told me not to try to quit his aide. 

I heard the sound of voicee : each appeared 

For peace, for mercy, in tlieir words to pray 

To Lamb of God, who takes the sina away. 

With " Lamb of Ood " was their exordium made ; 

One word in all, one measure in the sound. 

So that in all a harmony was found. 

"Are these, then, spirits, master, which I hear t" 

Said I. And he — " You rightly apprehend : 

The seal of wrath to unloose in progrwa tend." 

" Now who art thou, who thus can cleave our smoke. 

And tatk'st of us, and whom thy speech commends 

As one who reckons time by the calends 1" 

Thus was it uttered by a single voice. 

And hence my master said to me — " Iteply ; 

Ask if from hence there be a way on high." 

And I — " creature ! come to wash thy stains, 

Fair to return to Him who made thee first. 

Marvel thou'It see, if thou the barrier burst" 

" 111 follow thee as far aa 'tis allowed," 

Replied he. " If the smoke forbid to see, 

More fit for hearing will the juncture be." 

Ilten I — " It was with this some coil I came, 

Which death diBBOlvee, led. as you see, on high, 

And passing through infernal agony." 

If God has willed, in his exceeding grace, 
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So much, as me to oourt to istrodnoe 

Id mode so &r removed &om modem use, 

Conceal not from me what you were before^ 

Tell me if I go rightly to the mark, 

And to thy words, as to a guide, we'll harit." 

" Iiombard I waa, and Uaroo woe my name ; 

I knew the world, and well that worth descried 

From which eaoh battle-bow now starta acdde. 

Mounting you are directly by the way." 

Thus he replied ; and added, " I request 

Your prayers when you've gained the mount^Q-crest" 

And I—" 1 pledge myself to fulfil that 

Which you request of me ; but I would &in 

Besolve a doubt which I canaot eiplain. 

My first perplexity 's redoubled now 

Id that late eentenoe which I heard &om thee, 

With one heard elsewhere, to accompany. 

The world — is it so desert, then, and void 

Of every virtue now as you have said, 

And, in their room, with malioe overspread 1" 

I prayed he would impart to me the cause. 

That I might see, and also elsewhere show, 

Whether in heaven above, or earth below. 

Then the deep k^ that sorrow wrung &om him 

He first dismissed, and then he said — " My brother, 

The blind world ! — ^you come not from another ; 

And you who live would draw down every oauae 

From heaven, as if it were in fetters held, 

Self-moved, and by neoesmty impelled. 

If it were so, your free-will were destroyed ; 

Justioe would joy no longer in the good. 
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Nor with the ill the struggle be renewed. 
Tour moTements heaTen itself originates — 
Not to say all — but the truth to call this, 
List's given to benevoleuce, and to malice 
Free-will, which atrugg^ ou, aad is &tigued 
In its fint battles with the heaYen, endure^ 
Entirely conquers, if new grace nurtures 
To greater force, and better nature comes. 
When free, a worldly mind itself from thenoe 
May find enough reflection to convince. 
If by the present world you lose your way. 
The fault is in younelvea — you, I reply ; 
And me youll find, Tm sure, a truthful s[^. 
It issues from the hand of Him who saw, 
Before the birth, the child that it would be. 
And weeps and laughs, and throws its aooents fre< 
The soul simplidlgr that nothing knows. 
Save that r^oioing a Creator made. 
Hence to the path of joy the in&nt strayed. 
Tasted at first the sense of sligbteet good ; 
Deceived in this it runs without a rein, 
No guide or ourb its pasion to restrain. 
Henoe laws originate to form the curb — 
Hence kings, with kingly and disoeming power. 
To point at least the way to heavenly tower. 
And laws there are, but who attends to them 1 
None ; for the leading shepherd stands aloo^ 
Can chew the oud, but not divide the hoo£ 
Because the people who their pastor see 
Strike at the good they most deure to have, 
find food in this, and care net to improve ; 
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And evil oouduct surely is the cauae 
The world still wuideis, Euid still &lls ahrupt, 
And not the nature in jou that's corrupt 
Some was acouatomed, when the times were good. 
To have two suns on either side unfurled. 
The emblem one of God — one of the world. 
The one has quenched the other, and the sword 
Is joined with pastoral orook by liTing force : 
One and the other must decline to wone, 
Because, when joined, their several feazs are lost 
If you think not, consider, then, the blade, 
That by tlie seed herb's nature is betrayed. 
On land that's watered hj th' Adige and Po, 
Valour and courtesy can no longer grow, 
Since first Frederigo's quarrel learned to blow. 
Securely now may any pass that way, 
Whoe'er for shame has left the social food, 
The company and converse of the good. 
In three old men the antique age rebukes 
The new, and long, because tlieir days are rife. 
Till Ood replace them in a better life : 
Conrad of Pelarao, good Gberardo, 
Guide da Gastel, whom his friends reward 
By frankly calling him the plain Lombard. 
Henceforward we infer that Church of Rome, 
Two disciplinefl confounding, which she wears, 
Falls in the mire, and soils the load she bears." 
" Marcus," said I, "you have reasoned well ; 
Why no heritage, I can now diacem, 
Came to the sons of Levi in tbeir turn. 
But what Gherordo's that, who, as you say. 
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Bemiuiis the example of a perished age — 
Beproach of that vhich now is on the stage )" 
" I or mistake four words, or else they're meant 
To try ; your tongue the Tuscan language bean, 
And yet Gherardo has not reached jour ears I 
I know no other suruame he can have, 
Unless his daughter Gai'a add to store. 
God be with you ; I go with you no more. 
See how the dawn is struggling through the smoke 
With whitening ray, and I must leave you here — 
The angel's there — before tliat he appear." 
Spoke thus, and would not hear me any more. 



CANTO XVII. 

RnowBBBiST, reader I ev^ in the Alps, 
A cloud to pierce, thy sight in vain would cope. 
Like mole throiigh membrane and diminished scope 1 
So was it when the vapours, moist and thick. 
Came showering down in mist, and when the sphere 
Of sun could gain but ieeble entrance there ; 
And let imagination now be quick 
T* arrive at what I thought when I reviewed 
The sun, low couching, with the clouds imbued — 
Thus keeping equal pace with faithAil stepa 
Of master, issuing from the cloud that lowen; 
When now the rays had died upon the shores. 
How oanst thou tbns, Imagination I rob 
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So oft of self of all perx^ptioa round. 

Although a thousand trumpete were to sound 1 

And what can move thee, if the senses f^ ! 

Can lig^t alone, to which descent is given, 

Or of itself or at the wish of heaven ) 

Of that impiety which changed her form 

To that of bird, which bo delights in song, 

An image formed — I could not trace it long. 

And here my mind was closed, and so detuned 

Within, that nothing outward, it appean, 

Which happened to arrive, oould reach ite ears. 

On this high fitntasy a shower oame down — 

One crucified, despiteful, too, and fierce 

In countfinanoe, such as when he died ; appears 

Tbe great Ahaauerua ; stood around 

Esther his spouse, and Mordecai the jnst, 

In whose word, iu whose deed, each one could truE 

And as this image, too, had broke away 

Itfielf alone, and like a bubble burst. 

For want of water which it had at first, 

Arose there in my vidon youthAil girl. 

Lamenting sore, and weeping, said — " queen I 

In ire to wish tliat thou hadst never been — 

To slay thyself Lavinia not to lose. 

Me hast thou destroyed, for ever rueing 

Thin^ thine only, not the other's ruin." 

As breaks upon our sleep the li^t that strike* 

Anew upon the &ce with half its fires, 

That ghdes in fragments till it all expires ; 

So was th' imagined form, declining down, 

Soon as the light upon my countenance sbuck — 
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Far greater light than that to which we look. 

T* examine where I was, I turned around, 

When 1 heard a voice say — " Tia here you mount ; " 

Which made me of the rest take no account 

My wiahee now were ready all, and prompt 

To look upon the face of him who spake. 

And ecaroely paused opposing stand to take. 

But as the sun molesta the gazer's sight, 

Its auperfiuily its figure veils, 

And here my virtue, in Uke manner, fails. 

" A Divine Spirit this, before we aak. 

The way direct to go on high reveala, 

And with his native light himself conceals. 

He acta with us as man does wiUi himself— 

Face of entreaty, need thou^ he e^y, 

Seta himself ill-naturedly to deny : 

To invitation such accorded feet, 

To olimb the way whioh darkness makes finloru. 

Not to be tried unless the day return." 

So said my lead«r then, and he and I 

Our footsteps turned to an ascending stair ; 

And at the first step scarcely was I there^ 

When I perceived the motion of a wing 

Fanning my &oe, and " Blessed are the peace- 

Makers I for then their angry passions cease." 

Lifted already o'er our heads there were 

Hie last of rays, before the night succeed — 

The stars began, in wider range, to lead. 

"0, feeble strength of maul why bo relax t" 

I said within me ; f mr I fblt my knees 

In posture bending, and demanding ease. 



itv Google 



240 THB VISION OP DANTE. 

We were now where there was no more to climb 

Of stair above, and set ourselTeB to moor, 

Just like a veeael that has reached the shore. 

I stood attentive for a whUe to hear 

The sound of something in the round imtried ; 

Then said, in turning to my master's side — 

" My gentle &ther ! tell me what offence 

Is purged within the circle where we are. 

Though the feet stand, your words you need not bar." 

" The love of good, but of performance scant, 

This is the place that duty to restore— 

For lagfi^ng, here to take the labouring oar. 

But that you may the better understand, 

Now turn your mind to me, and take away 

Some fruit at least, to season your delay. 

Neither Creator nor the creature were 

E'er" he began, " my son, devoid of love. 

Natural or of the inind, and that you prove- 

The natural, from error ever free ; 

Through evil object might the other err. 

From too much or from too little vigour. 

While on the good original they dwelL 

With sober steps the second seek aright — 

Not either can afford a false delight. 

When to the ill they turn with too muoh care. 

Or less than what they ought to good they run. 

The work rebels against him by whom 'twas done ; 

And hence 'tis possible to comprehend. 

Love of each virtue will the germ remain. 

And of each work, besidee, that merits pain. 

From its loved object's wealth, I say, because 
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To turn the &oe love oerer oau endure, 
From hatred of one's self is eveiTtlung secure : 
A lore divided none can comprehend, 
Or atiuidiiig I^ itself from first apart — 
From hate like that is each affection barred. 
It follows, then, if my diviaion'a good. 
The iU we We is in onr nei^bonr^s w^ : 
That in three modes arises in our cla;. 
There is, in order neighbour to suppress, 
Who would excel, himself, his sole desire 
Grandeur, that sees another in the mire : 
There is who power, grace, and honour, fiune, 
Still feara to loa^ because the rest surpass, 
Grows sad, and loves the counteracting cause : 
There is who, £)r injurious affront, 
Bevenge desires, thirsts for another's pain, 
And hence to iU of others must attiun. 
Here underneath, this threefold love laments. 
The other now I wish that you should know, 
Whioh runs to good, but with corrupted law. 
A good eadi one confusedly apprehends 
The mind to quiet — satisfy desire ; 
Hence to attain 't will every one conspire. 
If slow-winged love is to be seen, it draws 
Them on t' acquire this cornice to reflect — 
With penal thoughts to weep the past neglect 
Another love there is, no source of hliss, 
Fehdiy is not^ nor yet the root — 
Essential germ of any noble fruit ; 
And love, abandoning itself too &r 
To this, is wept above throng circles three. 
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Of tripartite I will not talk with thee : 
Thy Besroh a mlent oommentar; be." 



CANTO XVIII. 



To Mb reaaoning when the lofiy ti 
Had put on end, he looked on me intent, 
Into my &oe, for what he hoped oonteat ; 
And I, whose new-bom thirst was yet nnalaked. 
Uttered no outward wund, but aaid within, 
" My too mutdi questioning oppreses him." 
Uy fidthfol &ther, as he looked, fettxana 
The timid wish unopened yet in words — 
New ardour, as he spake, of speech affords. 
Then I — " Master I my sight arrives so quick 
At light of thine, I see already clear 
Whate'er thy reason brings and makes appear. 
I b^ of thee, my gentie father I then, 
Love to unfold, from vbich you thus deduce 
All deeds, bot^ bad and good, it oan produce." 
" Direct," he said to me, " the keenest dgfat 
Of intellect, in order to disoem 
AH that they blindly teach who ought to leam. 
The mind whose nature is to run to lov^ 
And more at once to object wbiob oan please. 
Awakening to its pleasure and ite esse. 
Tour appreheufdou from true being draws ; 
The purpose of the mind expands within ; 
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On it die mind can rest oontemplating. 

Itself regarding, if it then inclinee, 

"Do love inclines, and nature is the cause 

Which from the novelty a pleasure draws. 

And after, when the fire ascends on high, 

Since such its fonn, and at ite birth it soars 

To where its own material endures. 

The mind, thus seized on, enters on desire ; 

A motion spiritual, hence can nerer ree^ 

Till of the object which it loves poesesaed. 

Now may you see how hid the truth from those, 

That race of people who can bear to tell 

That every love itself is loadable, 

Because material seems ever good : 

But yet the form imprinted in the tracks 

May not partake the goodness of the wax." 

" Your words, my genins ! following, botJi perosive," 

Siud I, " diecoYer well what love may be ; 

But this itself has raised new doubts in me. 

If love be thus presented fix>m vrithout, 

In course no other if tlie mind jm>ceed. 

Or rig^t or wrong to us belongs no meed." 

"As fitr as reason oan assist us here, 

m tell thee ; and whate'er's beyond," he saith, 

" Expect fixim Beatrice : 'tis the work of fiuth. 

Each form substantia], which is part of whole 

or matter formed, and will to matter join, 

Specific virtue must in it oombine, 

Without it operates is not perceived, 

Itself demonstrates only hy effoct ; 

As the green leaves the life of pkat det«ct 
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For there, fi*om whence the intellect proceeds, 

Of its first notdoea man knowB not au^t, 

Nor of the appetite's afieotionB root : 

In you, like inclinatioa in. the bee 

To make its honey; and at first deoire, 

No praise it merits, nor can blame inapire. 

Nov aa in this each other it collecta, 

Innate the virtue that has ooimBel lent, 

And keeps herself the threahold of assent 

^is is the principle from which you take 

The cause of merit thine ; and the second, 

To take and sift loyes, good and bad is reckoned. 

And they who, reasoning, reached the depth profound, 

Encountering innate liberty in this, 

Bequeathed morality to world remiss. 

Henoe ve infer that from neoeesity 

Each love arises that takes fire witliin ; 

In you the power oontdnuee to ret^o. 

Beatrice noble Tirtue understands 

To be free will ; and keep that in thy sund, 

To speak if she should take into her mind." 

The moon, wiiich waited nearly to midnight 

Made every star appear more bright and clear. 

Like a brass bucket that was all on fire, 

And ran against the heaven by that ascent 

The sun inflames, when he at Rome re^Ms, 

Between Sardinia, Corsioa be sets. 

That gentle spirit^ who Pietola gave 

A name still greater than the Hantuan fame, 

Removed th' oppression that almost o'ercame. 

Now that my queetions had at length obtained 
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The cause unfolded, manifest and plain, 

I stood like one in sleep, whose thoughts are vain. 

This sonmoleni^ soon was ta'en away 

By sudden conoonrse of a race that turned 

Behind our shoulders, and the pavement spurned. 

Such have lamenuH and AaopuB seen 

Upon their banks, at nighty with fury tread, 

When their own Thebes required from Bacohus aid ; 

Sudi through the circle plied that fleeter step. 

Through which I saw them spurred by strong desire, 

Whom wishes good, afiections strong inspire. 

And soon they came upon us, for they ran 

The whole of that exceeding multitude ; 

And two in front cried Ijien, with tears imbued — 

" Haria went into the hill country 

With haate. CBesar, Ilerda to attain, 

First stung Marseillee, then hastened into Spun." 

" Quick — quick !" they cried, " that time may not be lost 

Through little love, and season be in vain; 

For lore of good makes grace grow fresh again." 

" race I in whom keen ardour now fulfils, 

Petiiape, your former negligent delay, 

Hie tepid heat of good's retreating day. 

This one who lives — 'da tmth, I do not lie — 

Would climb, should sun again the li^t unlock : 

Direct him nearest to the hollowed rook," 

These were the words were uttered by my guide. 

Of these surrounding spirits, said a soul — 

" Come after us, and tfaou shalt find the hola 

So full of that good-will to move are w^ 

And rest not, pardon if this vassal speed 
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like officer of justice should proceed. 

Abbot in San Zeno, at Verona, 

WaB I tlie time when BarbaroBsa reigns. 

Whom, when she mentions, Uilan Btill oompUios ; 

Where one there is, with one foot in the gniTe, 

Who soon ihaX monastery's &te will weep, 

And griere o'er power abused, tJiat will not sleep ; 

Because his son, of body evil all, 

And of worse mind, who was of evil birth. 

He placed in room of him of pastoral worth." 

I know not if he ceased, and spoke no more, 

So tar already had th^ passed beyond ; 

But this 1 heard, and in my memory found. 

And he who brought his aid in time of need, 

Sjud — " Turn to this, and contemplate these two, 

Like sluggards come, compunction'-struck and slow." 

Behind them all, these cried — " The first were they 

Who died, for whom the sea a passage Hparee, 

Before the Jordan oould behold its heirs ; 

And they who shunned still brtber to endure, 

To reach the end with old Anchisee' son. 

To lifb devoid of gloty willing run." 

When now, from us so far removed before. 

These shades already were beyond our sights 

Within me novel thoughts spring up to light ; 

So that, in a reverie from one to one, 

Hy eyes were dosed, and contemplation done — 

Reflective thou^^t had turned to deep, alone. 
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CANTO XIX. 



The hour when now the last diumal heat 
No more bUoja the ooldDeas of the moon. 
Subdued by earth, or Saturn looking domi ; 
When better fortune geomanceTS Bee, 
In orient space before the coming dawn. 
Rising in pathway of retiring brown ; 
A stammering woman in my aleep there came, 
Oblique her eyes, distorted in her feet, 
Of colour pale, nor yet her hands complete, 
I looked upon her, and as sunshine warms 
The coldest members which tbe night congeals. 
So, at my ^ance, her tongue its freedom feels ; 
And straightway she erect in form became ; 
And her bewildered &ce, no more the same, 
At lore's own wish was coloured with its flame. 
After, i^en once her speech was disengaged, 
To sing commenced ; and scarce could I refrtun 
To pay attention to ber soothing strain. 
" I am," she sang, " I am the Syren sweet, 
Who in the sea the mariners beguile : 
So full of pleasure is the sound the while. 
I drew Ulysses from his oouise astr^. 
Imprisoned by my song, whoe'er firequent 
Can seldom leave't, enveloped in content" 
And scarcely had the Syren closed her mouth. 
When came a lady, pious and alert, 
Close to my side, to shame her by deserL 
" Virg^ ! VirgU ! t«ll me who is this )" 
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She fiercely said ; and he approached at onoe, 

Fixed eyee upon that modeet countenance. 

She aeiied the other — opened her in front : 

Her robes tore open, and ber belly showed, 

That waked me with the stench that tbence o'erflowed. 

I turned my eyes, and the good Virgil spoke : 

" Three tames at least I've called thee ; rise and com^ 

And we shall find to enter ample room." 

I rose up then, and aU the circling gyres 

Of saored mountain of hi^-day were tall ; 

With new sun on our reins advanoed we still. 

I bore my fronts in following, such a way 

Aa he whom overwhelming thoughts surcharge. 

Who makes himself the semblance of mid arch. 

I beard one utter — " Come, tbis is tie way," 

In such a manner, gentle and benign. 

This mortal race could not the sounds combine. 

With wings outspread, which like the swan's appeared, 

I beard his accents as be led us high 

Throu^ the two sides of solid masonry ; 

He moved his plumes, and &mied us with their sway. 

Affirming then that th^ who mourn are blest. 

For consolation ^res their spirits rest, 

" What is't — why thus contemplate ye tbe ground f 

Began my guide to say to me, surprised : 

Higher than both the angel I agnised. 

And I — " In such suspended thoughts I go. 

Such as new vision only could in^ire. 

That from suob musing I cannot retire." 

" Hast thou seen," said he, "that ohl enchantress. 

For whom the beings which are o'er ua weep 1 
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Can'st tell how mortal from her toils m&j keep t 

Enough," said he, " enough to e^nim the earth ; 

Bevert tiuaQ eyas to mighty wheels, the lore 

The eternal Xing whirls o'er thee to endore." 

As falcon fint will look upon her feet^ 

Then answer call, expand her wings to fly 

In eagemeea for food, the lure on high : 

TwBB UiuB I did ; and where the rock dividea 

To give an entrance to the upper way, 

Advanced to where the opening circle lay. 

On gyre the fifth discloaed I Btood at ease, 

And saw a race who lay along it prone, 

And weeping on the ground, and looking down. 

" My soul is olea'nng to the dust," they said— 

For BO I heard, although 'twas drowned in ughs 

That Boarce I could the sentence recf^^nise. 

"Elect of Godl the aufieringa that ye feel, 

JuBtioe and hope will render leas severe ; 

Direct ua where the hi^er waya appear." 

" If uncondemned yon are to be aupine. 

And with that swiftDees may your way betid«, 

See that your right is ever to outside." 

Thus prayed the poet, and 'twaa thus replied, 

In front of us. A little hence, I found, 

From what they said, their undiscovered ground, 

And turned my eyes to meet my hega lord's sight ; 

Hence he assented with a cheerful sign. 

To that icqueat which seemed the triah of mina 

When I was free to follow what I wished, 

I moved to where that creature was below. 

Whose words before had made me note bis woe. 
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" Spirit," I iaid, "in sorrov that maturea 

That without which to God you cannot turn, 

Paose for a vhile Qxy weightier oaree to moum ; 

Who were you — wherefore are your baokB above I — 

And t«ll me if you wiBh me to obtain 

Aught whenoe I oome, and whither would attain 

Alive." And be — " Tis thua reversed we lie. 

By heaven's decree ; but be thou first aware, 

I was successor to Saint Peter's chair. 

Between Siestri and Chiaveri falls 

A lively rivulet, and from ita name 

My blood their lofty titled lineage claim. 

One month, a little more, I felt the weight 

Of robe, when one would guard it from the mire. 

All other weights to equal that couapire. 

Alas for my conversion I it was slow ; 

But when the Roman pastor I became, 

Life I discovered, and its lying game. 

I saw that it could not appease the heart. 

Nor yet that life ascend to sometbing high ; 

The kindling thoughts of this the want supply. 

'nil that I was a wretched soul, removed from God, 

Illy avaricious heart desiring all ; 

And this the puniahmeDt on such to &U. 

That which avarice does is here discharged, 

And purged witbin converted spirit's mind : 

Mo bitterer pain is on the mount assigned. 

Even aa our eye was ne'er exalted to the heaven, 

But fixed our gaze upon terrestrial things, 

So to the eartb just retribution brings. 

To eveiy good as avarice quenched our love. 
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Without the which each operation'B Tain, 

So justice wills our waodering to restrain. 

Both in the haadfi and feet confined and preeaed, 

Long as the Just One pleases we shall be 

On earth extended thus immoTablj." 

With beading knees inclined I, to addreea ; 

As I b^an, with ear the act be weighed — 

That sense percsived the reverence that I made : 

"What is the reason that you're bowing down?" 

And I — " It is your dignity's the foroe, 

And conscience just, for pungent is remorse." 

" Make straight your bent limbs — ^rise uj^ my brother," 

He said — " am not thy fellow-servant I, 

And all liie others, of a Power on high ) 

Host thou ne'er heard the evangelic sound. 

Which says ' they neither marry' sent to us t 

WeU may you discover why I reason thus. 

Now, go awa^ — I wish thee not to stop ; 

Thy standing here 's a hindrance to my tears, 

Maturing that which lately reached my ears. 

A niece still there I have, Alagia, 

Qood of herself if our example loose 

Has not corrupted a d^;enerate house : 

And she alone remaining to me there." 
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CANTO XX. 



'Ti3 ill to fight against a better will : 

AgaiuBt m7 pleasure, aud at his good-will, 

I drew the sponge away before 'twas Ml. 

I moved myself my guide th«n also moved 

Bj expeditious way along the rook, 

Where the rude battlements the gateway look — 

Where raoe that drop by drop pours down from eyes ; 

The ill that seizes on tiie whole of world. 

On other part, without too near, was hurled. 

Accursed be thou, old and greedy wolf ! 

Devouring more than any beast of prey. 

For limit none thy hunger will obey. 

heaven ! in whose revolving time we tluok 

Conditions here below are changed at wiD, 

When shall we see the one to chase this ill ? 

Our onward steps were lingering and uneven ; 

And I attentive to the shades, I heard 

Pitaously weeping, with lamenting word. 

It happened that I heard " Sweet Maria !" 

In front of UB pronounced amid the cry, 

Aa lady will as birth of child draws nigh. 

Perceiving, then, " How poor thy refuge showed I 

The poorest travellers, the chance abode, 

Prepared for thee and for thy sacred load." 

There followed then, " O good Fabrioius ] 

That poverty with virtue more denred 

Than riches great, with vice beudes, acquired." 
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TheM words to me were pleasing in the extreme, 

So that I Btill went on to take more heed 

Of him, the spirit whence the words proceed. 

Already spoke he of the angel gift 

Which Nicolas bestowed on maiden's tmtli, 

To lead to honour their unsullied youth. 

" spirit I that relat'st such tale of worth, 

Tell me who you were f I said ; " wherefore you 

Praiaeworthy storiea such as these renew ] 

Tour word perhaps may meet a due reward. 

Should I return to fill the shortened space 

Of life that flies to reach the goal of raoe." 

And he—" 111 tell thee, not for comfort's sake 

That I expect from thee, but for the grace. 

While yet alive, that shines upon your fooe. 

I was the root of that pernicious plant 

That casts a shade on all the Christian land, 

From whence good fruit bat rarely breaks to hand. 

Doagio, Guaato, Lilla, Broggia, 

Had they the power, the vengeanoe soon must fall, 

Which I beseech from Him who judges all. 

Ugo Ciivpetta I was called ; from me 

niilippi and Luigi have their birth, 

Who rule but newly o'er Francia's earth : 

Parigian but<dier was my lawful sire. 

When all the ancient kings were gone away, 

Ezoepting one who wore the weeds of gray, 

I found my hands had grasped the reins of power 

That rule the kingdom ; such the inflaence. 

When new acquired and numerous friends dispense, 

lliat, to the widowed crown promoted soon. 



itv Google 



254 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

M; son had placed its hoop around Ms bead, 
From whence sacred kingly bones descended. 
While yet the great ProTcnsal dowery gift 
Had scarcely ta'en the shame from off my blood, 
It wrought not evil though it wrought not good. 
But force and bbehood then began the sway 
Of rapine ; seized, as compeasatdon high, 
On Poiton, Normaody, and Gascony. 
Carlo came to Italy ; as some amends, 
Coniadine's death anotber victim lends, 
Tommaeo's sent to heaven to make amends. 
I see the time, it ia not much beyond, 
That brings another Carlo out of France, 
Of him, of his, to make more aoquaintonoe. 
Without arms issued, lance or stave alone 
That Judas jousted with, with bitter wrench 
That pierced &ir Florence, and that tore its pauD<di. 
No land to conquer there but sin and shame, 
The heavier that it bas a lifter name. 
The other, prisoner, stepping &om the ships, 
Selling his daughter, bargains, I perceive, 
Aa CoTsaira do with any other slave. 

avarice 1 what canst thou more efi^t 1 
Our blood to make to tbee so keenly drive, 
For our own flesh we care not, if we thrive. 
For less appears the future evil done, 
Alagna entered by the fleur-de-luce, 
Christ in his vicar oaptive to reduce ; 

1 see him once again betrayed and mocked, 
I see renewed the vin^ar and gall, 

The head betwixt the robbera doomed to ML 



itv Google 



PURQATOHT. 

Another Pilate, cruel, not content. 

With no decree, his fiiture puTp(Me veik, 

Entera the temple with his eager saibk 

" Hy Lord ! oh, when shall I behold the mght. 

And aee thy vengeanoe opened which is hid, 

That aoothee th; wrath until aooomplished 1 

That which I say of her, the only spouse 

Of Holy Spirit, which makes thee inquire, 

And turn to me some ins^ht to require, 

So much disposed to listen to our prayers 

While dayli^t lasts : but when the night draws m 

A ditferent sound to season will belong. 

Pygmalion's &te allotted we prolong. 

The traitor, robber, parriade who saw. 

His only wish the gold within his maw : 

The ayaricious Midas' misery, 

Allowed th' ingredients of his cup to quaff. 

To make succeeding ages see and laugh : 

And foolish Achan every one records. 

Whose were the spoils; but the pursuing ire 

Of Joshua BtJngB and sets his heart on fire. 

Sapphira and her husband we accuse ; 

Extol the feet which Heliodorus smota 

Of in&my the mountain echoed note, 

' Polymnestor, who slew Polidorus ! ' 

And last of all a voice, that Crassns told, 

' Say, for you know it, what 's the taste of gold I ' 

Thus spoke alternately, now hi^ now low. 

Just as afiection ]nQmpts and tongue conveys, 

Now for a greater, now a lesser space. 

Wherefbre of good on which the day dilates, 
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Not singly I had apoke before ; but here 

No other voice, eicept my own, wtw oear." 

Already we had parted from hie side, 

And bent our efforts to aurmoont the vay, 

Far as we could, where obstacles delay ; 

When I perceiTed, like something which had fiUleii, 

The mountun tremble, which congealed my breath, 

Seized me like one approaching to bis death : 

For surely Delos never ahook eo strong 

Before Latona made of it her nest, 

Twin ^es of beaven unclosing at her breast 

At every part commencing then a 017, 

Such that my master turned to me, and said, 

" Doubt not as long as I shall be your guide ! " 

" Glory in the highest be unto God 1 " 

Fioia what I understood of neighbouring rounds 

When I could oatcb tbe meaning of the sounds. 

Tmmovable we stayed, and in suspense ; 

Like shepherds when they first perceived the song, 

Until tiie tremor ceaaed, and all was done. 

Our holy path we then resumed, and watched 

To eee Hie shadows on the earth recline, 

And to the dews their wonted grief consign. 

Never did ignorance such warfore make. 

Increase denre, and make me thirst to know, 

Unless my memory 's impaired and slow. 

As then I seemed so fiill of thought to grow. 

Nor yet for haste could venture to demand. 

Nor of myself see anything at hand. 

Timid and thoughtful thus I went along. 
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CANTO XXI. 



Tsa tiiirBt so natural, that 's never quenched 

Save with the water that the woman of 

Samaria aoked, without a flask or trough, 

Was troubling me, and haste impelled me on 

Along th* impeded path, behind my guide, 

GondoUng on just vengeance satjsfied. 

Lo ! as in his gospel writes St Luke, 

That Christ appeared to two of them in way, 

Already risen from sepulchral stay, 

Twas thus a shade ^tpeared, behind us oame, 

Reriewing crowd that lay beneath his feet^ 

With us joined oompany, the first to greet, 

Saying, " }Sy toothers ! may God givB you peace ! " 

We turned upon the sudden ; and Virgil, 

Betuming the salute, which suited well. 

Began to say — " lu the blessed council 

May the faithful court in peace thy fortune put, 

Which me to endless exile did allot I " 

" How 1 " said he, " and wherefore advance bo bold, 

If you be shades whom God accounts unfit ] 

Who showed you ladder, led you up by it 1 " 

My teacher — " Then, if you regard the signs 

Which this one bears, and which the angel drew, 

Toull see he will the reign of good review. 

Clotho, who ever spins by day and ni^t, 

Undrawn by her, as yet, the distaff line 

Which she appoints and twines for ereiy <aie. 
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His spirit raster is to mine and thine, 

When coming hither could not come alone, 

Since his r^ard is different from our own. 

Hence was I drawn from out the ample gulf 

Infernal r^on to displa; to him, 

Far as my school maj have the grace to climb. 

Bat tell me, if you con, why shook the mount 

A little sinoe, and univeraal shout 

Bose from the hill, down to its softened foot 1 " 

His question answered to my very wish. 

And hope renewed and freshened, as at firvt, 

Bimimshed thus the craving of my thirst 

He b^an — " There 's not a thing beyond the line 

The sacred order of the mount permiti^ 

Nor aught where law of usage intertnite. 

From every alteration it is fi«e, 

But that which comes from heavenly moving laws, 

The real here, and the eiisting cause. 

Wherefore it is nor rain, nor hail, nor snow, 

Beyond the stair of three short steps, can &11 ; 

Nor the dai^ dotids, nor yet the ttiin, appear; 

Nor flash, nor that fair dat^ht«r that's admired, 

Chang^g her place, with novelty inspired, 

Nor the diy vapour, can encroach beyond 

The top of the three steps of which I spoke. 

Where Peter's vicar first bis station took. 

Tremble, perhaps, it may, or lees or more, 

Beneath, through wind that's in the mountain hid ; 

I know not how, but here it is forbid. 

Tremble it does when any cleansing sool 

Perceives it, so that it may rise or move 
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To mount on high, and ahout Twounds above. 
Of purity the will alone is proof. 
With perfect liberty to ohooee ita friends, 
Tho soul Hurprises and r^oioing tends. 
Good at the first deairea but human will ; 
Justice divine in time makes discontent. 
As prone to sin, so ready for torment 
And I, who now have lain so long in pain- 
Five hundred years and more — even at the time, 
Felt a fresh longing for a happier <dime ; 
And henoe you felt the trembling of the hill, 
And all the pious spirits rendering praise 
To Lord above, who booq on hi^ oonv^s." 
Thus Bpoke, and I as one the draught enjoys 
In that proportion that his thirst was great, 
My zest, I cannot tell you how complete. 
And the wise leader now — " I see the net 
Which takes you here, the wind that seta you free — 
Why shakes the mount, and why rejoice all ye. 
But let it please thee to infoira me who 
You were ; hoir for so many ages prone, 
Here, in this place, let your expresdonfl own." 
" In the time the good Titus, with the aid 
Of the High King, avenged the open rent 
Whence flowed the blood that Judas sold ; oontent 
With lasting name, and one that 's honoured most, 
Was I. From that," the spirit thus replied, 
" With fame enough, but not with &ith beside. 
Such sweetness, then, my vocal spirit gave, 
That thouf^ Tolosan, I was called to Rome, 
The myrtle on my temples to assume. 
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StatiuB the people name me even BtilL 

Of Thebes I Bong, of the great AchiUee, 

And with the second fell, the Fates to plearn. 

The seeds of ardour were the spaAa of fire 

Which warmed me, from that kindling flame divine, 

Whence thousand lamps with hving lustre shine ; 

The ^neid is my theme — the breast I sucked, 

The nurse, the nurse, that soothed my murmuring song. 

Else I had fidtered with an atom on. 

And to have lived at tliat inspirii^ time 

When Virgil lived, even of another sun 

Uore than I owe might annual course be run." 

Turned Virgil to me, when he heard these word^ 

With visage which, though silent, said, " Be mut« I " 

But will ie not with power entire endued. 

laughter and tears pursue so much the trace 

The passion dictates that imprints them there, 

Nor follow will in natures most sinoere. 

I only smiled, just as a man might wink ; 

The shade was silent, and r^arded me 

In eyes, where most the count'nance you may see : 

" So to good issue may your labour come 1 ' 

Said he. " Tell me why your count'nance but now 

Lagbtened with smile, that shone beneath your brow." 

Now on the one and other part in strait, 

One to be silent bids, while one conjures 

That I should speak ; I sigh — the sound endures. 

" Speak I " said my master, " and be not afraid 

To tell him I Speak, and do not give a nay 

To earnest wishes which his words convey." 

Then I — " Perb^is you marvel at my smile 1 
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antique spirit I if 'twas so before, 
Will tny anuounoement moke jou marvel more Y 
Ttua person who conducts mine eyes on high, 
That VirgU is, the atream from which you bring, 
Perchance, the power of men and gods to sing. 
Bat if to other cause you trace my smile, 
Leave it as thing untrue, believe 't to be 
The words which late were apoke of him by thee." 
And now had he bent down t' embrace the feet 
Of my instructor ; but he eaid—" My brother I 
Do it not I one 's a shade, so is other I " 
fiisin^ he said — " Now may you comprehend 
The o'erflowing love for thee that wanns my breast, 
When I deny we are but shades at best^ 
Treating a shadow like a solid thing." 



CANTO XXII. 

Albraot had the following angel left, 

The angel who had led us to the sixtli, 

And to my brow one soar the leea affixed ; 

And they, whose thoughts on justioe were intent, 

Had said, " Blessed I " with exclamation loud, 

" I tbirst I " and nothing else but that 's allowed ; 

With lighter steps than through the other gyres 

My progreaa onward, of &tigae bereft, 

I followed footsteps of tlie spirits swift. 

When Vii:gil thus oommenoed — " The lore inspired 

By virtue kindled, kindles other's hearty 
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If but tax outward flame appean to atEirt 

Thus from the hour UtaA he deacended there, 

Juvenal, into infernal Umbo 'a round, 

AGfectioD spoke of which iu thee was fbuod, 

Benevolenoe to thee I felt bo muoh 

More than for person that was never seen : 

So that tiie stairs have now fiu- ahorter been. 

But tell me — and pardon me as a friend, 

Should much seourit; relax the rein, 

And with me now, as with a friend, speak plain — 

How oould there be, within thy peaoefiU robe, 

Room for that avarice in lo much sense. 

Which through thy diligence o'erflowed trooL thenoe I" 

These words ocoasioned Statius firet to smile. 

And aa it went he afterwards replied : — 

" Each word of thine my heart has gratified ; 

And oftentimea, in truth, will things appear 

Which funush &lse material to doubt. 

Whan the true causes have not yet come out 

From your request, I see that you believe 

That I was avorioioua in that liia, 

Perhaps from cirde where it mourns the chief 

Now know, that avarice was fiir apart 

From me — too &r, alas I— its counter-tones 

Have made me sufier for a thousand moons. 

And were it not that 1 directed care 

That plaoe to understand where you upbraid 

The human nature you with pain surveyed. 

' Why should'st thou not restrain accursU thitst 

Of gold, the appetite of mortals lost V 

The fierce encounter of the rolling joist 
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I'd felt And h^ds, I see, ma; open wide, 
Lavish, as well as tfaey ma; hold too taat ; 
Of that likewise repectiiig at tlie last 
How many ahall arise shorn of their looks, 
Through ignorance of that to which they tend — 
BemorselesB life and unrepenting end 1 
And know, that &ult which lies to any sin 
Direct opposed with it^ to wither hastes, 
And here with that its green luxuriance wastes : 
Tberefore, if X am stationed in that class 
Who weep their avarioe, to cleanse my thought 
For what is opposite it is my lot" 
"But when you sang the cruel shook of anns 
The doubled sorrow of Giocasta made," 
The poet of bucolio strains then said, 
"By that which Clio touohee on with thee, 
It seems that bith had not your path pursued. 
Without the which avails not other good. 
If so, what sun, what candle had arisen, 
Illumed the dark, to show the course to take, 
The sails to fbUow in the Fiaher's wake t" 
And he to him — "Twas thou that led ma first 
To drink within PamassuB' grotto springs — 
The li^t to know my God thy guidanoe brings. 
Ton did like him who bears a lamp at night, 
Behind, which shows no objects that are near, 
But makee miuih wiBor persons in the rear ; 
For when you said — ' New age b^ins to rise, 
Justice returns, the early human time, 
Comea a new progeny from heavenly olime,' — 
Poet by thee I was, and Christian grew. 
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The lines I draw, that you may know they're true, 

111 stretch my hands to colour them anew. 

Now was the world Impr^nate with the seede 

Of true belief disBeminated o'er 

By meaeengen of endless kingdom's power ; 

And thy word I touched on harmonidng well 

With the new preachers and their fervent way, 

Made me revisit oft their company; 

And soon they came bo sacred to appear, 

That when Domitdan penecutad sect, 

My tears ne'er learned their sorrows to neglect ; 

And while on earth sojourning by myself, 

I succoured them, and felt their laws direct 

Made me disparage every other sect 

Ere yet I led the Grecians, in my song. 

To Thebee, I had received baptismal rite. 

For fear was Christiaii under cloud of night ; 

For long the paganism I showed above. 

And trod, for tMs lukewarmness little worth. 

More than four hundred years the circle fourth. 

And thou 1 who raised the veil that thickened round. 

And hid so much of what I now behold, 

While au^t remained of rising path untold, 

Tell me, where is Terenoe our antique, 

Cttdlius, Plautus, Tarro, if you know ) 

Ten me, are they, and where, condemned or no 1" 

" They, Peruus, and I, and several more," 

SepUed my leaderj " with the Greek reside. 

Nursed by the Muees more than all bende. 

In the first compass of the prison dark 

Ctrnvene we often, od the mountain ground 
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Which keeps our nuraes ever in its bound 

I know Euripidea, Anacreon, 

Simonide^ and Agatho, and more 

Of QreekB, with laurel on their brows, of yore. 

Of thy race there are, there may they be seen, 

Antigone, DcSphile, Ai^a, 

And, Borrowful as erer, Ismena ; 

And her shalt thou see, who showed Langia ; 

Tbetia, and the daughter of Tiredaa, 

And, beside her sisters, Deidamio." 

Slent already were the poets both, 

Anew intent to contemplate around, 

Free from ascent, and walls which hem the ground. 

The four handmaida already of the day 

Renuuned behind, the fifth was at the pole. 

Directing hi^ its burning horn to goal, 

When my guide said — " It will be well, I think. 

To bring ri^t shoulders forward to outside. 

And round the mountain, as we've erer hied." 

Thus osage our director new became. 

We took the way on lees auspicious ground. 

That worthy aoul a new oompanion fbund. 

They went before, and I, as wont, behind. 

Listening to them as they went along. 

And gained new knowledge in poetic song. 

But Boon there broke upon their dear diaoourae, 

A tree that met us in the midst of road, 

Covered with apples which were sweet and good. 

As fir that leeaena aa it rises high 

From bou^ to bough, so to the ground grew this, 

Perahaaoe lest any should attempt to rise. 
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Upon the ade which cloeed the traveller's path, 

Fell from the lofty rock a liquor dear, 

Which o'er ita branchee spread, deecending here. 

Tbo poete two approaohed the showering tree. 

And a voioe iasued from its leafy wood ; 

"Take oare ! — be chary when you taste this fbod !" 

Aad then it aaid — "Uaria, ahe thou^t more 

Of nuptiala hooourable and complete. 

Than of her mouth you hear in answer greet 

The ancient Romans of the water drank 

Content, and Daniel oared not for the meat ; 

Himgered fiir knowledge — food fi>r him to eat. 

The earliest age of all was that of gold, 

When hunger made the showers of aoonu good — 

Nectar in every brook that thiiHt pursued. 

Honey and locusta were the viands nursed 

The Baptist in the wildemee^ his home ; 

And henoe so great, so glonous to become, 

Aa opened by the Evangile to ua." 



CANTO XXIII. 

On the green leaves my eyes attentive rest, 
In manner such bird-catcher will surrey, 
In chase of little birds life waste away. 
My more than &ther said to me — " Uy son, 
Come quick away, for now the moments press ; 
This lingering loss of time requires redress." 
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I turned m; fiice, aud footstep no less quick, 

To BBgee, whoee diBCoune rafteaheB senae, 

And makes the journey one of no expense. 

And weeping, lo 1 and blended with it song — 

"My lips, Lordl" is what the eararetun, 

Which gave dellf^t, and also brought forth pain. 

" My gentle fiitber 1 what is this I hear )" 

Commenoed I. " Shades," said he, " perchance who g 

And pay the debt of du^ that they owe." 

As traTcllers abewbed in thou^^t wUl do, 

Who join upon the road a race unknown. 

Turning to them, continue to go on ; 

Bdiind us tfau^ but at a quicker pace, 

Came on and paseed, and then would look about, 

A crowd of cqpirita, aileut and devout, 

And in the eyes each hollow and obscure ; 

PaUid in bee ; their form so very thin. 

The bones at onoe discovered through the skin. 

I do not think was so reduced in flesh 

Erisiton — the moisture all decayed 

Bj bsting long, and of stUl more afraid. 

I said within myBelf, refleotuig thought, 

" The race behold who lost Jerusalem I 

And Mary's son and ^mine's tooth beseem." 

Their eyes were only rings without the gems. 

Seemed but as O's, thdr &£«, the M between — 

So lean and gaunt the M at once was seen. 

Who could have thouf^t an apple's smell alone 

Would govern so and generate desire % — 

The scent of water such keen thirst inspire ) 

In wondering fixed at &mine so extreme. 
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The cause, not manifest, I could not tell, 

Of meagre form and of regretful shell ; 

IjO I from the depth profbmid of head, a shade 

Hia eyes tamed on me, and retaitied his gaze. 

And cried aloud — " What is this wondrous grace t" 

His &oe I neveF could have recognised. 

But the eipreeeion of bis voice revealed 

That which his aspect had at first concealed : 

That little spark rekindled at the time 

All toy experienoe of the features changed, 

And o'er Foreae's &oe my eyesight ranged. 

" Alas ! ooDtend not with this arid plague, 

Disoolouring thus," he cried, " m; withered skin ! 

Nor with defect of flesh that coils me in. 

Tell me the truth of thee ; and who are they. 

The qnrits two who come escorting thee. 

Not to remain while you converse with me 1" 

" ^Hiat face I once lamented, when 'twas dead. 

Has no less sorrow caused and grief alarmed," 

Replied I, " when I see it so transformed. 

But tell me, by God, who rends away thy leaves t 

Bid me not speak while wouderstruck at this. 

For one preoccupied can ill express." 

And he — " From th' eternal counsel, virtue 

Upon the water and the plant comes down. 

And blends, and its attraction I must own. 

And all that race, lamenting here in song, 

Excessive gluttony who could pursue. 

Famine and thirst here purify anew; 

To drink, to eat, dedie is still Inflamed 

By odour fW>m the apple, and the spray 
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WUoli 0*OT the Terdure epreodB, and finds ita way. 

And not fbr once ve circle round this space. 

We oome to double and re&SBti our pain : 

Our pain 1 — I should have said, our aolAce gain. 

The will abore conducts ua to the tree, 

Which made Christ joyfully to say 'Eli 1' — 

When with his vein he set his people free." 

And i to him — " Forese I bom the da; 

In which you changed the world for better life. 

Five yeais have not oompleted all their strife. 

If power to sin was not extinct before 

^e path of godly sorrow you had trod, 

Which once again espouses man to God, 

How have you here so high already come 1 

I thought that I should find thee fiir below, 

Where lapse of time for li^we of time will flow." 

And he to me — " So soon conducted here, 

To taste the gentler bitterness of woe. 

By all the tears from Nella's eyee that flow. 

Her prayers deTout and sighs have drawn me ham 

The coast, where expectation ever waits, 

And sent me post the other circle gates. 

So much the more beloved and prised by Ood, 

Uy widow, whom I held in life so dear, 

More aii^tlar as her good works mi^t appear, 

Sardinia's Barbaoa chaster fkr 

In women, and by far more firee from un, 

Than that Barbaxta which I left her in. 

Oh, dear brother ! what shall I say to thee I 

A future time is now within my view. 

To which the present hour will be but new, 
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When iotardict will iasue from the ohair 

To Florence ladies of effi^snterj-, 

With naked boaonui, where tiia papa you spy. 

Barbarians and Saraoens were there e'er 

Forced to go corered, and their right mind in, 

By epiribial or other disoipline ! 

Their future lot could but the Bhamelees see, 

What the swift HeaTOn is bringing on its wing, 

To howl their mouths would soon be opening : 

For if my foremgfat do not err in this, 

Sorrow will come ere yet the oheek 's down — ah ! 

Of babe that 's now consoled with " Nanna." 

Ah, brother ! see that you do more oonoeal: 

You see not I, but all the people here 

Now gaze in wonder where no rays appear." 

And henoe I said — " If you recall to mind 

What onoe thou wert with me, and I with thee, 

Twill sadden, sure, thy present memoty. 

Know, from that iife 'twas he conducted me, 

Who goes before me, some days since, when round 

That sister-light of him who shinea was found." 

I showed the sun. 'Twas he, through ni^t profound, 

Who led my footsteps through the real dead. 

And when this fleeh as real followed. 

And hence it was his comforts drew me up. 

To round the mountain-side, and climb along, 

Who leads you ri^t the world withdraws so long. 

He said as much he would accompany 

Ue, till I was where Beatrice is found. 

And there must leave me, when we reach the ground. 

Virgilius is he who told me this," 
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(I pointed to him;) " be, the other nhade, 
For wbom each rocky ridge in tremor rung 
Within your kingdom, and gave out the Bong." 



CANTO XXIV. 

OOH speech delayed not waJk, nor that our speech. 
But travelling briskly on while ve ooDTeree, 
Ab vith &ir wind the ahipe the wares disperse. 
The shadee appearing now like things twice dead. 
Through oarefl of eyes with admiration rife, 
When they peroeived that I was still in life. 
Continuing my speeob, I thus went on. 
And said — " His steps pei^iaps more slow, beoauee 
He lingers, subject to another's laws. 
But tell me if you know where 's Piccarda, 
And if I look on any one of note 
Among the people, who my nature sought" 
" My sister, (that, 'twixt beautiAil and good, 
I know not which the more) triumphaat now 
In hig^ Olympus, crowned with joyful brow." 
First he said ; and — " But here 'tis not forbid 
To mention eadi, nnoe moisture so expressed 
From oountenanoe, our arid cheeks attest 
This," and he pointed, " is Buonagiunta — 
Buooagiunta da Lucca ; and this fiioe 
Beyond it, which a keener edge betrays, 
Had holy churoh within the sway of hands. 
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He was from Toun ; in &stiiig chose to pins, 

His eek Bllaying vith Vemaccian wine. 

And maay more he named, and one hy one, 

Pleased with their names, of umtirage not a spark, 

Nor low'ring disoontent, nor gesture dark. 

I saw from hunger grind his teeth in vain, 

TTbaldin, from Pela Boni&ido, 

With pastoral staff that roan j held in awe ; 

I saw the noble Marquis who had space 

To drink at Ferli, and with lees of drought. 

And qnraich that thiiat whioh he perpetual thought. 

As one who looks will afterwards make more 

Of one than other, so I of Lucca, 

Who seemed to take the most account of me. 

There was a murmur, I know not — was it 

Gentuoca i — which I caught like whispering note. 

Where plagne of justice lingers in the throat 

" soul ! " I said, " that seem'st to wish to speak 

With me, make me to undenrtand thy words. 

With all the satisfaction speech afForda." 

" A woman 's bom, not yet has bound her hair. 

Will cause that you," said he, " shall treat like Mend 

My native city, that they reprehend. 

Tou will approach it with this prospect now. 

And should my whisper lead to error here. 

The events themselves ere long will make it clear. 

But say if truly now I see the man 

'nie new rhymes who brou^t in, began to prove — 

' liidie^ who have acquaintance made with love.' " 

Replied I — " I am one who, when Love breathes, 

Mot« down, and in his measure who can write. 



itv Google 



PURQATORY. 

His imnoat words can ngoify aright" 
" brother !" Btdd he, " bnt yet I see tlie knot 
WMch holds Guitton the Notary, aad me. 
From style where sweetness, novelty agree. 
Now well I see how stretch your sequent plumes, 
As your dictator prompts, in narrow touin, 
Which certainly is not the way with ours. 
And he who sets himself to pass the line, 
Sees not how &r it is from style to style." 
And here, contented, silent grew and still. 
And as the birds that winter near the Nile 
Will form in cotunm when they fly the while, 
Hore swiftly move, and then proceed in file ; 
Thus all the people who were passing there 
Their Tiaage turned, accelerating still. 
Impelled by leanness and light-winged good-wiU. 
And as the man whom trottii^ has &tigued, 
Lets company go on, and walks his horse, 
Regains his breathing difficult from course ; 
Allowed Foreee holy band to pass, 
And came behind me, and addressed me then — 
" How long till I behold thy &ce again ) " 
" I know not," 1 replied, "how long 111 live : 
Betum to world however soon I may, 
Uy wishes will anticipate the way ; 
Because the place to which my lot is fixed, 
From day to day disfiimiBhed of all good, 
To ruin sad incUned, my grief renewed." 
" Now go," said he ; " I see the guil^ one 
Drawn at tlie tail of flying fiurioos beast, 
To vale from whence do suflerer is released. 



itv Google 



274 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

At every pace tliat beast more swiftly goes, 
looreaffiiig erer, till at last it strike, 
And IsftTe the hoAj but a shapelen wreok. 
Th^ have not &r to run, thoae wheela on high, 
(He raiaed his vyt» to heaven,) till that appear 
My speech st preseut cannot render clear. 
Here you remain ; the time that flies is dear. 
This kingdom in, whereto we have attained, 
Too much is lost while footsteps are restrained." 
So from the troop which gallops at its speed. 
Darts iortii the caralin' to lead the track. 
And gain the honour of the first attack ; 
Twas so he left us wiUi his greater sbrides. 
And in the road iritfa both of them I stay. 
Great tnanhala of the world, who led the way. 
And when in front of ne so far he was, 
That sight his form no longer oould attain, 
Hore than the mind what his ezpreesions mean. 
Appeared before me, laden, Lvely bouf^ 
Of other apple : nor &rtber had we got, 
Before we turned to this, and reached tfae spot. 
I saw a race beneath it nuse their hands. 
And cry, I know not what, towards the leaves ; 
As eager, trifling children one perceive^ 
Who heg, and he they ask bam answers not, 
T* increase their want, make wishing more acute, 
Holds high the prize, and does not hide the fruit 
At last they part, as if they were convinced. 
And we come up, to suofa a tree drew near, 
Refiini^; every prayer and eveiy tear. 
" Pass by beyond, without approaching here : 
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The tree U farther, of which Eve partook, 

And this fruit-laden plant from it was broke." 

Thus, mid thick foliage, who I know not spoke, 

For Virgil, Statdtis, and myself alone 

Porsued the path that the ascent was on. 

" Remember," next was said, " the accursed tribe, 

Formed from tlie clouds, who gorged tfaemselvee the best. 

To fi^t with Theseus with their double obeet 

And of the Hebrews who were found bo soft, 

That Qideon was told to pass them by. 

When he rushed down on Madiaoites from high." 

Thns with bent thighs along the border path 

We passed, and heard the fault of gluttony 

Followed by retribution's bitter sigh. 

Enlaiged again our solitary path 

More than a thousand paces yet beyond : 

In contemplation, either one was found. 

" Who are the three that walk in thought alone t " 

Uttered a sudden voioe, at which I ahook, 

Like frightened sony beast with fear o'ertook. 

My heed I raised above to see who 'twas. 

In fiimace never have I witnessed 

Metals or crystals bo shining or bo red. 

As at the time I looked on one, who said — 

" Here may you mount ; turn hither, if you please ; 

You go by this, who go in search of peace." 

His aspect had bereft me of my s^t, 

And made me turn to teachers in the rear. 

Like one proceeding only by the ear. 

As when the annunciator of the dawn. 

The breath of Uay, is moving with perfiun«^ 
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Impregnate where the herbs and flowers have room, 
Such was the gale I felt upon mid-brow, 
Such was the waving plume that I could tell. 
And thenoe eihaling an ambrosial amelL 
And I perceived the words — " Blessed are the; 
Enlightened bo with grace, that aj^>etate 
Can move a sober, moderate delight, 
Who hunger so &r only as 'tis right" 



CANTO XXV. 

It was the hour which is not for the lame 

To climb : the sun had left meridian now 

To Taurus, and the night to Scorpio. 

And thence, as man who never mokes a stop. 

But goes right on his way, through good or worse. 

If onoe necessily with spur transpierce ; 

Thus through the pass we entered one by one, 

'Pressed forward on the steep ascent of path. 

Which parts the climber on its rugged wrath. 

And as the young stork 'b seen to hft its win^ 

Through wish to fly, the summit cannot crown, 

Nor leave the nest where drops the fledge-bird down ; 

Thus kindled and extinguished was desire 

To ask, until at last the act T reach, 

Of him intending to indulge in Bpeeoh. 

Prevented not my gentle sire, the speed 

We went at " Shoot," he said, " your arrow wcdl 

Which yoa have drawn, as fitr as to the steel." 
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Securely then m; mouth I c^)eiied, aaid, 

" How IB it one is Bubject to grow lean 

Where yet no want of nourishment has been t " 

" Had you remembered how Ueleager 

ConBUmed and wasted with the wasting brand, 

This too you might arriTe to nnderBtand. 

And had you thought how wrinkles on your Inrow 

To wrinkles answer in reflecting glass. 

That which seems hard would look like wrinkle's trace. 

But to accommodate iteelf to thee 

In thoi^bt, here Stetiua is, whom I request 

To be physician to a troubled breast" 

" Eternal prospeot should my tongue unbind," 

StatiuB replied, " e'en here, when thou art by. 

Let this excuse me — I could not deny." 

Then he began : " If my expressions, son I 

Thy mind attentive marks, itself receives, 

They will illuminate the doubt it gives. 

The perfect blood, which never is imbibed 

By the full veins, remaining Uke tiie food 

From a fiill table, that has done ita good, 

Takes an informing virtue from the heart. 

For all the human members it attains, 

To make them as it issued through the veins. 

I%eeted, then descends, where 'tis more fair 

To keep our silence than to speak, and drops 

Upon another's blood, in organ stops. 

There encounter they the one and other, 

Pasaive the one, the other to enact, 

Throng perfect place, the source to which 'tis tracked. 

And having joined, to operate b^ns. 



itv Google 



278 THE TiaiOM OF DANTE. 

Coagulating firet, then vivifiee 

That to Those subetanoe it at first gave riae. 

Now animate, the active virtue there, 

Like that of plant^-excepting this be found, 

That one is in the way, one touched its bound. 

So much it works, perceives itself to move, 

Like the sea-eponge ; to organise essays, 

From thence the powers which thus the aeei conveys. 

Now it inclines, my son, and now distends. 

By virtue from the generating heart, 

Where future members nature can impart 

But how the animal an infimt grows, 

Thou see'st not yet ; for know, at this assault, 

Wiser than thee have found themselves at fault 

By their own doctrine, they have thus disjoined 

From sold of man the intellectual powers. 

Because no organ for their use is ours. 

Open thy boeom to arriving truth. 

And know, that when 'tis onoe articulate, 

The brain of foBtu% and is thus complete. 

Then the First Mover turns to it with joy. 

O'er BUt^ a work of nature, and so meet, 

New spirit breathes with virtue that's replete ; 

And thus of it it makes a single soul. 

Which lives and feels, turns inward on the whole. 

And at (he word that you may less admire — 

S^ard the heat of sun, which makes the wine. 

Joined to the juice which percolates the vine. 

When Lachesis has no remaining thread. 

That b^ng quits the flesh, and will untwine. 

And take the virtue haman and divine. 
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The otiier fiualtieB are like to mute. 

But memory, intelligenoe, and will 

In act aculer than if eartbly stilL 

Witbout remaining, by itself it &Us 

Miraouloualy to a ain^ strand, 

DiscoverB there the nature of ita stand. 

Ab she her oiroumecribing place receive^ 

Informing virtue radiates around, 

As far as in Uie living members found. 

And as the air, when it is fiill of dew. 

Reflecting foreign ray wbioh has sojourned, 

With diverse colours shows itself adorned j 

Tia thns the &ir around will there put on 

The form suggested to it by the soul. 

Which then takes up its station virtual. 

And as the little flame attends the fire. 

Moves where it moves, and follows every obange, 

The form can follow and the spirit range. 

And hence it afterwards assumes the look. 

Is called a soul ; each organ requisite 

It baa, and feeling, even to the sight i 

Henoe it is we speak, and hence we laugh, 

Henoe our tears flow, and hence expand our a^a. 

Which o'er tbe moimtain you have beard arise. 

Deeires afflict us, and affections new, 

Which ahape the figure of reepousiYe shade, 

And this the reason of the marvel made." 

And now arrived we at the latest turn 

Which was before us ; to the right we turned. 

Attentive now to other care returned. 

Like bolt &om cross-bow, bank discharges flame, 
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And the bright cornice senda a blast, cm high 
Kefiocted, which Bcquestera passers-by. 
And therefore must we go by walled-up aide, 
And one by one ; and here I feared the flame, 
And there the felling from the rocky frame. 
My teacher told me, " When you pass this way, 
Upon your eyes the leading rein keep tight ; 
A little doubting, and jou err outright" 
" God of tender mercy I " echoed round, 
From mighty flame it rose, and swelled in song, 
And more I thought to turn than to go on. 
I saw the spirits going through the flame ; 
Bearding them by turns, by turns my feet, 
Dividing gaze^ which thus the pathway meet 
Then, as the hymn was drawing to its close. 
They cried aloud, " I do not know a man 1 " 
And recommenced the strain in lower tone; 
And ending it also, cried, " To the wood 
Diana ran ; Calisto hid her frame. 
Which now perceived the poison of love's flame.*' 
Returning thence to song, the ladies sang 
With lofty note, and husbands who were chaste. 
In virtue and in marri^e who embraced. 
Hub measure was, I think, enough for them, 
Long as the flame enveloped all their forms. 
For BDOh iha oare, such applicationB warm, 
Th<7 uso to cure at last the wounds that harm. 
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CANTO XXVI. 



Whiu ontr&rd thus we walked from ledge to ledge 

Oft my good master said — " I pray take care '. 

Let it Buffio^ I've told thee to beware." 

The Bun now struck above the ahoulder right, 

And changed the blue, a whiter Bky displays, 

And with my shade appeared the fire more red. 

At such a mark was many a shade incUned, 

When passing by, to bend attentive mind. 

This was the cause iniliatiTe that gave 

Tone to their qteeoh and form to their address — 

" Tis not fictitious person," to express. 

Then towards me, &r as they could, inclined 

Certain of them ; but yet with special Qote, 

To keep in fire, nor issue from its throat 

" thou that walkest, not to be more slow. 

From reverence, perhaps, to those before. 

Reply, for thirst and burning overpower ! 

Not I alone thy answering require : 

All these are subject to a greater thirst 

Than India's, Ethiopia's plains have nursed. 

How is it that you make yourself a wall 

'Gainst the sun, thou that surely hast not yet 

Entered the ways of death's entangUng net } " 

So spoke one of them, and I bad uttered 

AU, but attention fixed I, eager ken. 

Upon a novelty appearing then. 

For through the middle of the burning path 
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There came a race, encountering this from thence, 
Which made me stand in wonder and euBpenae. 
From erery point I saw advance with haste, 
Each shadow come, and kiesiiig one with one, 
No reet, but pleased with brief salutation. 
So when they ent«r llirough their brown array. 
With muEzles close, the little emmets go. 
Perhaps their fortune and their life to know. 
Scarce parted from this friendliest address, 
And the first footstep's tread was scarcely o'er. 
When each began loud clamour forth to pour — 
Of new race, "Sodoma and Gomorrah 1" 
Another, " The cow entered Paaiptue, 
That bull might run unt« her luxury." 
Like cranes that to Ripluean mountains fly 
In part, and some to seek the arid sands. 
These shun the ice, and those the sunny lands ; 
One hasteth to be gone, and other oomes. 
Weeping they turn to songs they sang at first. 
And Bhouts more suited to their eager thirst 
In crowds they gathered round me as before. 
The very same who had beeou^t reply, 
With keen and listening aspect seemed to eye. 
Twice had T looked upon the wish expressed. 
" O souls 1 " I said, " however long declined. 
The peace you wish secure at last to find. 
My limbs, nor youthful nor mature, I left 
For distant yonder, but with me they came. 
With all their blood and all their sinewy frame. 
My progress here, that 1 be no more blind. 
A lady, now above, acquired the grace. 
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Thou^ moTtal, thus that through your world I pace. 

So may your highest wish receive its fruit — 

That heaven may open wide its courta of blisa. 

Though toiiii of love, to ampler space tlian this ; 

Tell me, so may it live upon my page, 

Who are you J — ^what the nature of the crowd 

We saw, who came behind you and followed t " 

In no other gnise, stupid and ooniiiaed. 

The mountaineer stands mut«, and at a loss, 

In dty-bounda, so savage and so gross ; 

Such was the look, of spirits to our eyes. 

Emerging from the stupor which had seized. 

In lofty breasts because 'tia soon appeased — 

" happy thou, along our Umite bounds I " 

He recommenced who first addressed request, 

"To live the bett«r, in thy bark imi^ressed ; 

The race that comee not with us has transgressed 

In that for which triumphant Ciesar heard 

The name of 'Queen,' as salutation word ; 

Hence aa they went the cry of ' Sodom ' came, 

Themselves reproaching, and the burning shame, 

Such as you heard the accents which I name. 

Our sinning," said they, " was Hermaphrodite, 

And for that we transgressed the human law, 

And followed appetite of beasts we saw. 

To our opprobritun, as we left^ we name 

That one by whom, for thus it is our cry, 

Was acted ain of bestiality. 

And now you know our doings, how we sinned. 

If h^ly you would know what are our names, 

The time denies nor can I meet your olfums. 
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Of myself all th&t you deedre 111 tell, 
I am Guido Guinicelli, who cleanse, 
Becauae repentant ere the laat, my stains." 
Thus from LycuTgua, sorrow, i^en the two 
EUijoiced to see their mother's face once more ; 
Such was my joy, (but not like that, ran o'er,) 
When I heard him name himeelf my Either — 
Father of better bards than me, who sang 
Till loTe's light lively rhymes in echo ran. 
Without or ear or tongue, in thought 1 went 
For lengthened time, with eyea upon his &ce ; 
Yet, for the fire, I kept a distant gaza 
When I was satisfied beholding him, 
To serve him wholly I devoted mind. 
With Uiat assurance to which none is blind. 
And ho — " Th' impression that you leave is such 
By what you say, in me it is bo clear, 
Throuf^ Lethe's waters shall not dim appear ; 
But since your words are sanctioned by an oath. 
Tell me the reason why you show me here. 
By word and look, that you account me dear I " 
And I to him — " Those pleasant words of yours, 
Which, long as modem usc^ shall endure, 
Will kindness to their very ink insure." 
" My brother," said he, " this which I show thee 
With finger," and he showed a shade ere lon^ 
" Was better artist of the mother tougue : 
Verses of love, and prose works of romance, 
Surpassed them all ; and let the foolish say 
Limoges, bard precedes him in the way. 
The voices, more than truth, attract their gaie, 
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And thus they renture to make up their mind 
Ere art or reaaoa 's to the cause inclined. 
Guittone was the ciy among antique, 
From dtout to shout to ^ve to him the prize, 
Till truth, hy many conquering, came to rise. 
And if that ample privilt^ be thine. 
That cloister it is free to enter, where 
Christ of the college abbot takes the oare. 
Then but one Paternoster say for me, 
As requisite may be in world of ours. 
Where sin no longer ezerdses powers." 
And then, perchance to give another room 
Was pressing on, he vanished through the fire ; 
From fish in wave bo flashes bright aspire. 
To him he showed, I moved a little on. 
Said, to my ears I wished his name would come, 
For which I &in would fiimish grateful room. 
And he b^an with freedom then to say — 
"So wins upon me your courteous demand, 
That I to hide myself cannot command. 
Arnault am I : lament I in canzon, 
Through shallow of the fire I go, and see 
The day I hope for shining beauteously. 
I pray you by what leads yon, that valour 
To top of scale which guideth you unto, 
At every time remember you my woe." 
Himself then closes in refiner's fire. 
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CANTO XXVII. 



As when the early ibjb are vibratiiig, 

There where their Maker ocoe poured out his blood, 

Wh^ 'neath the Libra &11b the Ebro's flood, 

And when the Gangee with the noonday bums ; 

So etood the son, and henoe tlie day declined. 

God'a angel, lo ! ezhilaratea the mind : 

Beyond the flame, he aaid, upon the brink — 

"Oh, bleeaed are the pure in heart !" 

In livelier accente than our tongues impart 

And afterwarda — " AdTance not till the fire 

Pierce you, ye holy bouIb ; but enter there. 

And liat the eong &om henoe that iaaues clear," — 

He said, whea now we had approached the place. 

And euch the feeling tlie perception gave, 

I felt like one already in the grave. 

With handa together joined, I stretched myaelf ; 

Bearding fire, imaginatdon namea 

The forme once seen committed to the flames. 

Towards me then my gentle eecorts turned. 

And Virgil said — " My aon, fear not for breath ; 

There may be torment here, but never death. 

Remember — recollect thee ; for if I 

Upon Geryon guided thee ai-^ht, 

Now are we nearer to the Source of light 

And sure T am, that if within the womb 

Of this same flame a thouaand years you were. 

You would not then have lost a single hair. 
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And if 70a think Uiat I deceive you now, 

Approach to that from which ;ou keep aloo^ 

And with the hem of gannent make the proo£ 

Iaj now," he said — " lay every fear aside : 

Turn hither, then, eeourer than before." 

Though conscienoe-etnick, yet I advanced not more. 

When he perceived that I was firm and hard, 

A little moved, he said — " My son, you see 

This wall 's betwiit Beatrice and thee." 

As, at the name of Thisbe, Fyramna 

Onoe more raised up the eyes already weired. 

What time the midberry grew vermilion red, 

Twas thus the hardness of my heart grew soft. 

Hy guide I turned to, when I heard the name 

That thrills and springs for ever in my &ame ; 

And henoe he shook his brow, and said — " How now ? 

Why do we linger here t" And then he smiled, 

As when the apple has o'ercome the child. 

Before me then he entered into fire, 

And be^ed that Staljus would advance behind, 

Who for long way our steps had intertwined. 

When once I was within, I oould have turned, 

Be&eshed, to where the boiling crystal burned ; 

Such was the fire all computation spumed. 

To comfort me, my gentle father spoke : 

I>iBC<mrBe of Beatrice the way supplies ; 

" Even now," he stud, " I seem to see her eyes." 

A voice was heard, that guided us and sang, 

Beyond the spot : attentive on we hied. 

And came without, where climbing path we spied. 

" Come, ye bleosed of my fother I" the sounds 



itv Google 



288 THE TISIOK OF DAHTB, 

That isBued forth &om light that was within, 
Bright and OTerpowering to Burpasaing. 
" The son is going," added — " evening comes ; 
Dela; not now, till all the nay ia past, 
Ere darkness yet haa veiled the clouding weat" 
Upri^t our way within ih' imbedding rook, 
In snoh direction, that before ua fled 
The rays of sun, now sunk to lowly bed. 
Not many steps had we essayed to pass, 
When the spent shadow showed the sun had set 
Behind us, and the gathering darkness met. 
Ere yet th' horizon, o'er ita track immense, 
Had made one aspect of the boundless space, 
And night dispensed ita every darker grace, 
Each one of us had made the step a bed. 
The nature of the mount disEranchised power, 
More than delight to climb its spiral tower. 
The wild-goats thus he down to chew the cud, 
That lately wantoned rapid on the brink. 
Ere their rock dinner and their mountain drink ; 
Still aa the ahade, while yet the sun is hot. 
While shepherd gazes as he leans on crook, 
Aod, leaning, watches with a careful look j 
And as the swEun, whose lodging is without, 
Close by his flock remains the quiet night, 
To watch leat wild beaat scatter and affiight ; 
So all the three were lodged upon the steps : 
I was a goat, and they like shepberda look, 
Bound here and there upon the living rock. 
TwBs little of the eipanae that I could see ; 
But by that litUe I behehl each star 
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Clearer and greater than they often are. 

While ruminating and admiring there, 

Sleep oame on me ; and oft oan it reveal 

The meaaage, ere it come, of future weal 

Twaa in that hour, I think, when from the east 

First Cytherea to tiie mount retume. 

That etar that ever with love's radiance bums, 

Youthful and fiiir, appeared in dream to me 

A lady, seen to pass along a plain. 

Collecting flowera ; and then she sang in strain : — 

" Know thou, whoe'er thou art would know my name, 

That I am Leah, moving thus o'er land 

With my own fair bands, to make me garland 

To please me-^t the mirror here adorn. 

My sister Rachel never quits her glass, 

And nta before it while the bright hours pass ; 

Delighted to behold her lovely eyes. 

As I, t' adorn me, with my hands to twine : 

To gaie her pleasure, and to labour mine." 

The early splendours of the coming dawn 

To pilgrim all the more deli^tful rise, 

Afl homeward leaa and less the distance lies. 

The darkness fled away on every side ; 

I rose, for sleep had fled with twilight season. 

And the grand masters were already risen. 

" That pleasant apj^e, throuf^ so many boughs 

The eager zeal of mortals ever seeks, 

To-day will pa<nfy your famished cbeeks." 

Such the exprecnions that Virgilius used ; 

And never strains, thou^ they might please me muoh, 

To me gave equal pleasure as did such. 
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Wish upon wish mj eager breast inspires 

Upward to mount, each footstep nearer brings, 

And buoTont ardour but expands my wings. 

And now the rocky stair was all o'erpast, 

Upon the topmost step our feet were spread ; 

And Virgil filed his eye on me, and said : — 

" The temporal and the eternal fire 

Thou hast beheld, my son I and reached &o bourne, 

Where, of myself, no &rther I discern. 

Tve led thee here witli genius and with art : 

Thy pleasure guide the way, no oUmbing wait ; 

The steep youVe conquered, now o'ercome the strai^^t 

Behold I the sun relumee thy brow in front : 

Behold 1 the herbe, and flowers, and little tztm, 

Which of itself that land pours forth at ease. 

Until with joy tiiey come, the beauteous eyes, 

Which, weeping, caused me to approach to thee. 

Ton may nt down or wander eadly ; 

Nor longer word or sign expect from me. 

More free, direct discreetly, at thy ohoioe, 

Heuoeforth 'twere folly to distrust its voioe ; 

With crown and mitre, whioh I give, rejoiee." 



CANTO xxvni. 

To wander through, around the forest, where 
DiTiner boughs with living foliage rise, 
Whoee shades the day attempered to our eyes. 
Without more waiting I abandoned bank ; 
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Along t&e plain with eaaj step punnied 

Uy path, where ereiy aide the Bweete renewed. 

A gentle breeze, that never cloaed ita wing. 

With all its freahneas struck upon loy brow, 

Not with more force than zephyr's aofteet blow. 

Through which the trembling leaves with murmur bei 

Where &lla the shadow of the sacred taount ; 

Nor yet bo &r disturbed, moved to and fro. 

To make the little birda, on topmost part, 

Foiget to execute their finished art, 

But with full joy they sang the hours of prime i 

While, as thc^ sang, replied the murmuring sprays, 

And moved responsi'Te to their joyous lays : 

Such as from biaooh to branch is gathering, where, 

Throu(^ the pine forest on Ghia&ed'a ahore, 

Soirocco sweeps from out its cavem hoar. 

My easy steps had yet advanced so lar 

Within that aged wood, I could not mark 

The point I entered first the foliage dark ; 

And lo 1 a rivulet restrained my steps, 

That OS the left, with its o'erflowing atream, 

Spread out the herbs that on ita margin gleam. 

The purest and the cleareet of our streams 

Would soon reveal the touch of mixture there, 

By that whose waters are fi>r ever fair ; 

And yet all brown it moves beneath the ahades 

Perpetual, which ita modest surface crown. 

That never snlfor ray of sun nor moon. 

With feet arrested, but with wandering eyee, 

I travelled o'er its current, to survey 

the freshened bloom of every flower of Uuy. 
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Appeared at once, oe often will appear, 
What on a sudden wonder's self dieturbe. 
And every thought, except ita own, absorbs — 
A lady, by henelf that still went on, 
Sii^fing, and gathering as she weat the flowers 
With which was punted all her pathway tours. 
" Ah, lady &ir ! that with the rays of love 
Art wanned, if rightly I can read thy &ce, 
Wherein the heart itself the most betrays, 
Come, if you please, to turn you hitherward," 
Said I to her, " this river bank along, 
TJnti] I understand the theme of song. 
Tou make me remember one like thee, who 
Was roving thus, when Proserpine wandering, 
Her mother lost her child, and she the spring." 
As turns a lady, with ber pointed soles 
To earth, within her vesture in the dance, 
And imperceptibly her feet advance. 
Thus o'er the red and yellow flowers she turned 
To me, and seemed, I thought, not otherwise 
Than maiden who caste down her modest eyes. 
According gently to my prayers, she came 
So near me, that I heard the dulcet etnun, 
And knew the meaning that the notes oontfun. 
Whene'er she touched the place whereon the grass 
Was bathed with waters of the lovely stream, 
She raised her eyes in token of esteem. 
I do not think that splendour ever beamed 
Like that beneath the lid of Venus' eye. 
Whose son had pierced her with his deepest sigh. 
She smiled from off the bank right oppodte 
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Twined with her haudB the variegated flowers, 

Which that high land without the seedling poora. 

Three paces only was the space between, 

But yet the Hellespont, which Xerxes paased, 

(A bridle BtUl o'er man's presumption cast,) 

Was not more odious in Leander's eyee, 

Rolled ceaseless 'twixt Sestos and Abjdos, 

Than that vhoee narrower streams divide us. 

" Ton are strangers : perhaps, because I smile," 

Began she, " in appointed place of rest. 

For human nature its peculiar nest, 

Suspicion in jour wonder you retain. 

' Thou, Lord I hast made me glad,' will make it clear, 

And chase the shadows of enorooching fear. 

And thou in front, who modest request to me, 

Would you hear aught beside, I'm ready now 

To answer question that perplexes you." 

" llie water," said I, " and the forest sound. 

Are combating within, like new behef 

Opposing fiuth, and meet with no relie£" 

Whence she answered — " I will tell the cause. 

And how the thing proceeds which you admire. 

And put^ge the cloud that hangs a little higher. 

The Highest Good, who in himself deh^ts. 

Created good for good, and gave this plooe 

To man, and sealed it for perpetual peace. 

Who sojourned, for bis sin, but little here — 

To trouble and to Borrow changed the smile. 

The harmless laughter and the playful wile. 

That no damp vapours which exhale below 

From earth, or water, heat Uiat rarefies, 
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And in proportion makes th« vapourB rise, 

Might war with man, and hurt his chosen plaoe, 

Arose this moimtain up to heaven so far, 

And fireed from storms which might its beauty mar. 

And now, because in circuit just bo &r 

The air is circling with the billow o'er, 

If stopped by no projecting butt or ooign. 

Upon this height, which all around is free 

To ingress of the air, such motions strike. 

And make the wood resound, because 'tis thick. 

And BO much can the stricken plant effect, 

That with its rirtue it impregnates air. 

And that, trarelliug, spreads it everywhere. 

And other land proportioned to its worth, 

Or of itself or of its heaven, conceives, 

Dau^ter of diverse virtue, diverse leaves. 

No longer, then, a wonder will appear 

The strange report that any plant oould grow. 

And seedless, yet attach to earth below. 

And know, besidee, that all the sacred plain 

With each prolific kind of nature's dense — 

In 'tself bean fruit, but not dissevered hence. 

The wat«r which you see did not arise 

From vein restored by vapoun checked by frost, 

As sb«am fiill breathed, and then whose breathing^s lost ; 

But issues from a fountain solid, pure ) 

Which from the wiU of Qod 'a agun supplied 

With what 's expended upon either side : 

Deeoends with virtue here, to take away 

The memory of every sin that 's past ; 

And there to make the better memory tasL 
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On thia aide Lethe, and on other side 

Etmoe it is called : of virtue void, 

Unleee both here and there the taste be tried — 

And eveiy other taate that taate excels. 

It may be that joar thirst is satisfied 

Without I utter more, and want supplied ; 

But for good-will one corollary more : 

Nor think I youll account my speech leas dear, 

Better than promise to expatiate here. 

Tbe poet's song, and they vbo echo praise 

Of golden age, and of the happy state. 

In their Pamaasua, this might indicate. 

Here innocent at first the human root ; 

Here spring for ever, univeisal fruit ; 

The nectar this that every taste can suit" 

I turned me to the rear, to look around 

Towards my poeta — eaw that Eonile arose 

To hear the voice, and thm its final oloie : 

To lady beautiful I turned my mght 



CANTO XXIX. 

Enamouiixd lady thus mi^t go, and sing ; 
Continually the burden of her word, 
" Blessed are they whose sins are ccvered." 
Onward her motion, like the wood-nymphs light. 
Who ramble through the woodland shades at noon ; 
One bin would fly, and one would see the sun. 
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Agunst the atream and o'er the bank she went. 

With little footsteps ; I, with equal paoe, 

The little footsteps with the little trace. 

Between ub not a hnndred paces were. 

Where rose and fell the bank with equal bend ; 

And to the east my footstepe also tend. 

Nor had we nunbled far upon the way. 

Her figure when she turned to me entire, 

And said — " Regard 1 my brother, now, and hear." 

And, lo I a sudden lustre passed across 

Through all parts of the mighty forest there. 

Such that it seemed like lightning in the air ; 

But as the lightning lasts but with the flash. 

And this endured, more brilliant than before. 

In thought I said — " What is this new splendour 1 ** 

And sweet the melody that ran throu^ Eur. 

So luminous a dght, that made me &el 

Eve's bold transgression with sufficient zeal, 

That she, when both the heaven and earth obeyed. 

Formed for a day, the pressure of the eeal, 

And woman only could endure no veil ; 

Beneath the which had she but been devout, 

Inefl^ble delights had been my lot, 

At first, and long ere they could be forgot. 

And while I travelled through the primal sweets. 

And over everlasting pleasure hung. 

And more of joy deurous to prolong. 

Before us i^eamed as 'twere a kindled fire, 

In sir already 'neath the bri^t green boughs ; 

And the sweet sound of songs was heard for noise. 

O saored virgins 1 all is dear for you ; 
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Hnnger, and oold, and watching I endurfr— 

Occasion calls for guerdon yon procure. 

It ii that Helicon shonld throu^ me run : 

Aid me, Urania! with thy lofty choir ; 

The things aurpaorang thou^t in Tens inspire. 

A little mora beyond, eeven trees of gold 

Apparent by the distance were unrolled, 

And fiUae, in lengthened apace, their forms unfold. 

But when I was so near their outward shape, 

llkat object which obatructing lights betray. 

Lost not from distance e'en a single trait 

The virtue that to reason brings dieconrse, 

Unveiled the oandelabras at my side ; 

The Bingiug voices all " Hoeanna !" cried. 

Above them flamed their armour beautiftil. 

Mora dear by far than moon in the serene. 

At midnif^t hour, in her first quarter seen. 

I turned myself with admiration faH' 

To good Virgiliusj tne he did address 

With countenance charged with wonder not the lesa 

1 turned my aspect to the lofty things 

That moved bo slowly on the way to us 

The naptial days would seem to linger lees. 

The lady called to me — " And wherafore bum 

So for those living lighta till almost blind, 

And not regard the ones who come behind I" 

I looked, and at the time beheld a race 

Approaching near, who all wera clothed in white, 

And each aa ne'er before were seen in light. 

Splendid the water on the left, the tide 

Returned the image of my lefti-hand side. 
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Whene'er I looked, as on a mirror wide. 

When from my bank I had so &ir a post 

That aU the distance was the river space, 

To have a better view my footstep stays. 

And saw the flamea, in their adranoing ooune. 

Relinquish ^r, all painted in their train. 

Of standards waved, the image to retain, 

That stood distinctly, colours over head. 

The seven listed with whose radiant flash. 

The sun makes bow, and Delia makes her sash. 

Their banners in the rear, outreaching hi^ 

Ten paces were they all beyond my sight. 

Such was the distance that they stretched'outri^t 

Beneath so &ir a sky as I have drawn 

Came fbur-and-twenty elders, two and two, 

With crowns of fleur-de-lis upon their brow. 

All sang and said at once — " Blessed art thou ! 

And, among Adam's daughters, blessed be 

For ever I sLsgle in simpUcity ! " 

And when the floweretfl and the freshened herbs 

Upon the other bank, opposed to m^ 

Were free from impress of th' elected race, 

As light in heaven is seen to second light. 

Came four uniimalaj the eye perceives, 

And crowned each MTiiTnal with verdant leaves. 

With six wings every beast was plumed and clad. 

The wings were full of eyee, with which might vie. 

If they had life, each dazzling Argus eye. 

Their forms to picture, reader ! were t' enlarge 

My rhymeo, which other sul^ectB now surprise, 

So that to this I cannot turn my eyes. 
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Bat read Esekiel, who dalineaiteB theee, 
Ab he beheld them from the northern clime, 
With cloud, and fire, and whirlwind advancing ; 
And each as you shall find them in his roll. 
Such were they here, excepting in each wing. 
Where John with me &vm him is differing. 
Tha space within theee four, a chariot 
Contained triumphal, on two wheels sust^ed, 
To gryphon's neck attached, and thus retained ; 
And this extended one, and other wing, 
Twixt centre ; and the colours, three and three. 
So that their sweep was without iqjuiy. 
So high they mounted, that they were not aeen. 
His membeiB were of gold, as &r as bird ; 
And white the others, with Tcrmilion stirred. 
Not even Rome, with chariot so fine, 
E'er cheered Augustus', A&icanus' si^t. 
Compared were poor the chariot of light — 
That lost chariot, which, declining, bumed 
At prayer of the alarmed, devoted Earth, 
When secret Justice took a sudden birth. 
And ladies three, advancing on r^ht wheel. 
Came danmng on, and one ao bright and red, 
From fire scarcely to be distinguished ; 
The other was as if the flesh and bones 
Had been of emerald ; and the third to know. 
The &ireflt texture of the new-blown snow. 
And now of whit£ they all appeared compact, 
And now of red ; and from one song enow 
Hie rest took up the measure, quick or slow. 
Upon the left, four feeta] figures beamed, 
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Attired in purple ; followed aa she ted, 

The first, who had three eyee within her head. 

And close to all the knot where they were grouped, 

I saw two old men, dififering in their drees. 

Honour alike, and gravity ezpreea. 

The one betrayed some counsellor or friend 

Of high Hippocrates, whom nature made 

To bring to Bnim^lii their dearest aid. 

Hie other showed an atl-opposing care. 

Armed with a sword both glittering and sharp. 

The distance nor the water could not warp. 

Of humble seeming then beheld I four ; 

Behind them all an aged man alone 

Advance, thouf^ sleeping, yet a shrewdlike one. 

These seven in vesture like the first were clad ; 

But not^ like them, in beauteous wreaths arose 

The lily's garland on their festal brows — 

Bather with roses and vermilion flowers. 

A little distance of^ you could have sworn 

They were on fire, above their eyebrows bum. 

Against me, when the chariot made a stop, 

A thunder sounded, and that noble race 

Had heard the interdict of farther space, 

Came to a halt, their foremost ensigns fixed. 



CANTO XXX. 



Ik the first heaven, when, as the polar star, 
Which never knew its rise nor setting hour, 
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Nor other cloud but what o'er mn muat lower, 

In duty there, which made Bach one alert, 

Juet as the lower mgn will point resort, 

And guide the pilot till he reach the port, 

Was firmly fixed ; 'twas then the fkithfiil band 

Who came 'twixt Gryphon and his brighter rays, 

Turned to the oar as to their proper place. 

And one of thoee, with mesaage from above — 

" Come, spouse ! from Lebanon," the strain he cried, 

Thrice he repeated, and the rest replied. 

As when the blest, who hear the trumpet sound. 

Arise at once each one &om cavern deep. 

Lift the new fleshly TOsture from its sleep. 

So from the sacred chariot arose 

A hundred others at the elder's voice, 

Heralds and servants of eternal choice, 

Pronouncing, " Blessed art thou who comest ! 

Around, above, scatter flowers like this ! 

Xaniiut date lilia planit." 

I've seen before, in the banning day, 

The eastern quarter all a roseate scene, 

The Ay, betddes, a beautsful serene ; 

And the sun rising, with hia face in clouds. 

So that the vapours tempered all his rays, 

And for a space the eye sustains the gase. 

Twas thus enveloped in a cloud of flowers 

That issued from the wave of angel bands. 

And showering fell beyond where chariot stands. 

Beneath white veU, with peace&l olive wreath. 

Appeared a lady, under mantle green, 

In colour robed of living flame, was seen. 
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M; qiirit then, which bad ao long beea mute, 

Though in her preaenoe all unconacioufi jet, 

Nor felt the shudder nor the trembling fit — 

Nor had my eyes more knowledge of her fbnn — 

Through hidden virtue that came out from her, 

Perceived the might of ancient love to stir. 

No sooner had tlie influence struck my sight, 

Of lofty virtue, I had felt so rife 

When fir«t beyond my boyish yeare of Ufe, 

I tamed me to the lefuhsnd dde, intent, 

Like little in&nt running to mammfi. 

When once attacked by fear or filled with awe. 

To Bay to Virgil, " There is not one drop 

Of blood within me trembling but became : 

I know the tokens of the anraent flame." 

But Virgil had deprived me of himself ; 

Virgil, my dearest father, left me lone ; 

Virgil, my shelter and my safety, gone ! 

Not all our ancient mother lost availed 

To wash ftom off my cheeks the foiling dew, 

But weeping tears sufficed to blot anew. 

" Dante 1 since Virgil has departed now. 

Weep not for him ; as yet you need not weep : 

It needs another sword to pierce thy sleep." 

Like admiral on po<^, or at the prow, 

Who comee to view the seamen of the fleet, 

To make their duty and their tasks complete ; 

Upon the left nde of the chariot 

(Twos thus she turned me, when she spoke my oai 

Which here I roister, compelled to same,) 

I saw the lady who at first appeared, 
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Beheld beneath angelio featival. 

Direct her eyes aoroea the river's &U 

To me, BO far ea veil &om off her head, 

Enoiroled with Minerva's olive wreath, 

Allowed the &oe to be disolofied beneath. 

Begal in geeture, with insulting look 

Continued, so aa one who speaka bebeat. 

But yet reserves the bitterest for the last 

" Mark me well ; look well. I am Beatrice ! 

How hast thou dtigned the mountain to draw near t 

And know you not that man is happy here I " 

My eyes had &llen upon the crystal font, 

But seeing there myself, I looked to grass — 

With doud of shame my brow engraven was. 

So to the son the mother loc^ superb, 

As she appeared to me the bitter herb 

Of deep r^iret, the pity to absorb. 

She held her peace, and then the angels sang, 

Sudden, " In thee, Lord I Fve put my trust" 

Advanoed no more than to where " Uy feet thou'st' 

As snow upon the Uving timber lies, 

And on the back of Italy congeals. 

Blown up and spread out which Sclavonian feels. 

"Hien liquified, entirely melts away, 

Soon as the land that knows no shadow breathes. 

And, hke a caudle at the fire, unwreathea ; 

And so bereft was I of sighs and tears 

Until their song began, whose fiiiUifuI ears 

Receive — retain the musio of the spheres. 

But when I heard and marked the varying tone 

That touched with pity, more than words e: 
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Which said, " Virgin 1 why thua disturb hia rest I " 

The ice which was congealed around my hear^ 

To spirit and to water turned, expressed 

Through mouth and eyes witli anguiah, left my breaat 

Still was ahe poised od the right edge of car. 

And thus beqwke the easeuces divine : 

" You keep your watch in eTerlaetang day, 

So that nor night nor sleep can snatch fbr aye 

One step from agee aa they glide away. 

Hence is my answer with the greater care, 

That he may know it who stands weeping there, 

That fault and pain may have an equal share. 

Not only from the grand reyolraig wheels, 

Directing every seed to find an end. 

Even as the stars their influence lend ; 

But through the heavenly graces that o'erflow, 

And rain from vapours idiich are hid so high. 

That baffle all the gaze of mortal eye, 

This man was such, in his new being found, 

Of virtuous kind, that every nobler way 

In him gave proof of wonderfiU essay ; 

So mnoh the more malignant, wild the soil 

Of earth with evil seed, untitled with toil, 

T^e more good vigour and terreatrial oil. 

A little while, supported with my look, 

I showed my youthful ey«H to lead him rig^t, 

Conducted him with me, and lad to light 

Scarce had I touched the groimd of second state. 

And changed my nature to another life. 

When he forsook and changed his first belief. 

When from the flesh to spirit I was raised. 
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When beauty, virtue, found a new increaae, 
His love and favour sought a swift release. 
He turned hie footatepa to a way untrue, 
Followed the folser imagsB of good. 
Where promised &ait for ever is puisoed. 
And Dought availed that inspiration power 
With which at night, in dreams or otherways, 
I ui;ged recall — so little counsel stays. 
So &r he fell, that every argument 
Of safety fell too short his soul to raise. 
Except, at last^ to show the ruined race. 
For this I visited the gate of death ; 
And he who led him hither up so high 
Received my weeping prayers, and heard my sig^. 
Heaven's high decree had sure been broken now, 
If Lethe he had passed, and tasted hence 
Such food as this without the least expense 
Of penitential tears, to weep ofience." 



CANTO XXXI. 

" THon I who art beyond the sacred stream," 
Turning the point of speech for me to carp, 
Whose edge, before, I felt was keen and sharp. 
She recommenced without delay her strain — 
" Tell me if this be true ; for such a charge 
Requires confession that 's both prompt and large." 
My &cultiee were so oonfiised at this. 
The voioe came oat and spent itself before 
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The organfi that nnfidd it could restore. 

A little Buffered, then, and, " What think jou i " 

She replied. " Id thee, the memory'B r^ret 

The wave has DOt obliterated yet" 

Terror, oonfuaon too, together blend, 

And made ao Bad a " Yee " forsake my mouth, 

It wanted vision to attest its truth. 

Ab breaka a croBS-bow that is over bent — 

When cord or bow is atretahed beyond its wont, 

The dow-winged bolt will scarcely touch the point. 

Out boiBt my tean against the heavy weight, 

For there came gushing out both teara and sigiiB, 

And the voice slackened as its Borrows rise. 

And flbe to me — " When moved by my deeires, 

Which once conducted thee to love the good. 

And showed how much, how &r, to be pursued ; 

What foBse traverBed, what intercepting ohun, 

Preventing thy advance, thy purpoee stops, 

To make thee part with all thy heavenward hopes ? 

And then, iriiat easy lure, what hopeful ngna. 

Appeared encouraging on others' brows. 

To lead thee on beyond where ri^t allows 1" 

After I had drawu a long, bitter sigh. 

Scarce had I voice to utter a reply, 

And my lips faintly formed a weeping crj- — 

" Things preeent, with their Eidee deceitful show. 

Soon as the sight of thee to me denied, 

Turned my weak fbotsteps to the oth» side." 

And she — " Had you been silent, or denied 

That you oonfeeeed, still had your Etult been showu. 

And still thy sin the eye of judge muBt own ; 
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But when diBtdUiog down its native cheek, 

The accusing nn appeon, within our court 

The wheel decUnes the vengeance, and turns abort 

But yet, that shame maj bring some good from ill, 

And SyTen's voice may not entangle still, 

Bamove the cause of genninating tears, 

And listen how to far opposing line 

My buried reliques might your heart incline. 

Nature nor art could abow a form like that, 

So pleasing, like the members that enclosed 

The frame that now in dust has long reposed. 

Of highest pleasure, then, if thus bereft 

By my decease, what mortal thing diould e'er 

fie^iuile thee after for such lure to care t 

Well might you, when you felt the early dart 

Of things &llaciou8, when I soared on high, 

Prepare to follow through a nobler sky ; 

Nor once allow the wings to droop again 

For farther blows, or for a UtUe maid, 

Or other vani^, again betrayed. 

The new-fledged bird may wait, or twice or thrice, 

But, when fiill-fledged, in vain the net ia spread — 

In vain the arrow of the fowler's sped." 

As little boys, that stand ashamed and mute. 

With eyes bent to the earth, then turn and hear, 

Confess their fault with penitence mncere. 

So stood I ; and she said — " If but to hear 

Ib painful, lift thy beard to look again. 

And mark how night will give thee greater pain." 

With less rehictance is the holm upwrenohed, 

Which yields at length befinre the northern blast. 
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Or that which swept larbas' land the last, 

Than I at her commandment raised my chin ; 

When by the beard she signified the faoe, 

I well perceiTed the poison in the case. 

And as my &ce was lifted up to eee, 

Theee early creatures from their sprinkling cease. 

My eye beheld when once it had release. 

These lights beheld, althou^ scarce steady yet, 

Saw Beatrice directed to the piaae 

Where the two natures scgoumed in one space. 

Thou^ veiled, the blooming river-bank beyond, 

She seemed herself surpassing now at last. 

Far as she onoe the rest on earth surpassed. 

Repentant stings their sharpest goads infixed. 

And each thing onoe lovely, now but the more 

Was inimical as beloved before. 

So oonadoua was I, that it smote my heart — 

Vanquished I fell ; and what my state then was 

She knows fall well who was herself the cause. 

But after, when the heart sent back my strength, 

The lady, whom at first I found alone, 

Said over me — " Hold — let me not alone 1" 

Into the river drew me to the neck — 

Drew me behind her, o'er the wave to bound 

Ij^t as the shuttle in the weaver's hand. 

When I drew nearer to the blessed shore, 

" Wash me 1" was heard bo sweetly float around, 

That I can not remember e'en the sound. 

Tho lady fitir within her open arms 

My head embraced, and then she me submerged, 

Where all the water o'er me mig^t be urged : 
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She took me up, presented me, all kved, 

Within the danoe the four &ir ladieB made, 

That with their arms each lady might o'erahade. 

" Nymphs are we here, and in the heaven are stara. 

Ere Beatrice descended to the world. 

We were her handmaids : office such unfurled. 

We will lead thee to her eyes ; but their glad 

Ligfata aak hTclier eyesight t« admire, 

Yon three to search, and with a deeper fire." 

Twas thus that, singing, they began to lead 

Me toward the r^oa of the Gryphon's breast. 

Where stood the form of Beatrice confesL 

" Let not thine eye," they said, " decline the sight : 

Thee we have placed the emeralds before. 

From whence the anns of love came out of yore." 

Thousand deeires, more ardent than the flame, 

Knohained my own to her resplendent eyes, 

StdU fixed upon the Gryphon motionless : 

Like as the mirror in the sun, 'twas thus 

The double creature wild came forth within — 

Now in one semblance, now in other seen. 

Think, reader ! if I marvelled when I saw 

A thing like that, whioh seemed to be unmoved, 

And yet such changes in its image proved. 

While full of wonder thus, and fiiU of joy. 

My soul was tasting this delightiiil food. 

Which never satJates, and is still pursued ; 

Themaelves demonstrating of loftier line 

In gestures, came the other three before. 

And sang responsive to th' angelic choir. 

" Turn, Beatrice ! turn thy saintly eyes," 
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This was their song, " to him thy faithful one. 
To see thee who has vandered far and lone ; 
For grace's aake, be gracious ! and unveil 
To him thy mouth, aud let thy hand reveal 
The second beauty which you now conceal." 
Splendour of living and eternal light I 
What student, pale beneath Parnassus' brows, 
Or where some cistern with its waters flows, 
Who would not fbel embarrassed, stand in awe. 
If be should try to paint thy semblance there, 
When heaven harmonious shaded one so fair, 
And then thy beaut? Uoomed in open ur t 



CANTO XXXII. 

So filed and so attentive were my eyes 
To quench tbe longing of the ten years' thirsty 
No other senses from their sOence burst : 
From here to there, preparing for neglect, 
For heedless thouf^t ; ao much the saintly smile 
Had drawn attention in its antique toil : 
When forcibly my mg^t was turned to left 
By these, the sacred virgins. With amaze, 
I heard a voice that said — " Too fixed a gaee 1" 
My sight was so disposed awhile, aa if 
Within those eyes too bright a sun had smote, 
And scarcely can tbe dght its view denote : 
But when, now reinforced, a little strong — 
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I aa.j a little, from respect to much 

Of aemdbl^ which fblt of force the touch — 

I saw upon their right wing turn and wheel 

The glorious armj; at this movement on't, 

The sun and Beyenfold lustree in their front 

Beneath the guard of bucklers as a band 

Will move with ensign, inarch in ranks around, 

Before the whole con interchange their ground ; 

Such the militia of celestial realm. 

And BO proceeded on and pasaed, ere team 

Of chariot paaaed the border of the beam. 

Then to the wheels the ladies turned their steps. 

And Gryphon moved with blessed burden on. 

So that of all the feathers stirred not one. 

The lady fair who drew me through the way. 

And Statins, and I, pursued the bend of wheel, 

Whose moves an orb of lesser arch reveal 

Thus passed we through the lofty forest, void, 

(From fault of her on whom the serpent wrought,) 

Hy paces tempered with angelic note 

Three arrow-flights, perlu^ and just as &r. 

Unfettered might have flown as we had moved. 

When Beatrioe, descending downward, proved. 

I heard them murmur all now, " Adam I " 

And then they sought a plant, despoiled and bare 

Of flowers and leaves on all its branches there : 

The foliage spreading &r and wide on hi^ 

Extended so, that Indian would have gtued, 

Even in his woods, so loftily upraised. 

" Gryphon ! be blest, who never rent a bough 

With beak from off the tree so sweet to taste, 
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From whence all appetite was changed in haste," 

Shouted the rest; and twofold double one — 

" Could thus, within the Lofty tree robuat. 

Preserve the germ that generatfid the just !" 

And turning to the pole which he had brought. 

He drew it close to foot of widowed bough 

From whence 'twas ta'en, and Left it bound below. 

So bloom our plants, when firet increase of l^ht 

Comee blended with the ray that leaves behind 

The Pisces' ugn celestial lees defined. 

And swelling bud j and each again renewed 

With its own colour, ere the flaming oar 

Has yoked its couiBers 'ne&th another star : 

Thus lees than the rose, than violet mora, 

Its colours opening, sprang t^e plant so fiur. 

Whose boughs appeared of lat« so thin and bare. 

I knew it not, nor here below is sung 

The hymn that waked the echoea of that race, 

Nor to the end endured its lingering grace. 

If I could paint how closed at last in sleep 

The cruel eyes, when Syrini charmed the ear — 

The eyes whose lengthened vij^ls coat so dear — 

Like painter then, who &om a study points, 

I would delineate how I fell asleep. 

But paint who lias the skill my slumber deep ; 

I pass along to moment wlien I waked. 

And say, that sudden splendour tore the veil 

Of sleep, and cry of — " Bise ; what do you ail 1" 

As when beholding flowers of that fruit-tree 

Whose apple angels covet to be given. 

Which makes perpetual nuptials iu the heaven, 
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Peter, and John, aad James, conducted there, 

O'eroome with sleep, first heard the voice that spoke, 

By which a greater sleep than theirs was broke ; 

Moeee, Elias Tanished from their sight. 

Their Master's robe was turned to glistering white : 

Thus came I to mjself ; saw pitying one 

Still standing o'er me, who had led the way 

Along the blooming bank and hver gay ; 

And, fall of doubt^ I cried — "Where's Beatrice ?" 

" Tis but this moment she sat down, you see. 

Beneath the leaf, upon the root of tree. 

And see the company around her met ! 

And, after Gryphon, hi^ in air how float 

With sweeter song the rest, and deeper note." 

If after more difiuse her words I know not, 

For in my eyes already was her form 

Enolosed ; to nothing else oould eyesight turn. 

Alone she was, and on her mother earth. 

And like a guard upon the chariot left, 

I saw attached unto the Biform swift. 

They made a cloister of themselves around. 

The Etatera seven, with lamps so bright in hand, 

Secure from northern and from southern wind. 

" A little while ahalt thou be sylvan here. 

And, with me, perpetual citizen 

Of that Rome, where Christ himself 's a Roman. 

To profit world which is inclined to ill, 

Upon the chariot keep your eyes ; and write, 

When you return, the things that met your sight" 

Near Beatrice, devoted at her feet, 

To her commands attentive to incline, 
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And to her wishes to eurrender mine. 

Ne'er with such rapid motion left a cloud 

A fieiy bolt, when rushing rain is {bund 

To fall within horizon's farthest bound, 

As I beheld the bird of heaven descend 

Right through the tree, and rending all the bark, 

Much more the floVrete and the leaflets dark. 

And struck the chariot with all his force : 

It yielded, like a ship at random driven. 

Now plunging in the wavee, now prow to heaven. 

Afterwards I saw into the bosom spring. 

Of ib&t triumphal chariot, a fox, 

Whose mouth the gaunteet line of fiimine looks ; 

But, reprehended for his ugly fimlts 

By lady mine, he turned, and pressed his flight 

Fast as his bone and akin could leave the eight 

And then the station leaving where he waa. 

The eagle saw I climb the chariot-seat, 

And leave some feathere in his short retreat. 

Such voice as issues from a heart that mourns 

Issued from heaven, the words to break our sleep — 

" Uy little bark, but thou art laden deep 1" 

And then appeared the earth to ope its moutli 

Within the wheels, and dragon issued out. 

That drew his tail along through chariot ; 

And like a wasp, that draweth back his sting. 

His tail malignant through the chariot drew — 

With joy exulting as its frame fell through. 

And what remained was like the br^ht green grass 

Upon the turf, upward might plumage rush — 

Offered, perchance, with chaste and pious wish. 
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Once more new covered snd fresfa covered was 

The one and other wheel, the pole, aa fleet 

As after sigh the lips will baste to meet ; 

Transforming thus, the saintly edifice 

Put forth its heads at every part around : 

One on each side, three on the beam were found 

The first were like the oien homed, but four 

Hod but a single horn upon their brow — 

Was never seen such monster mitil now. 

On lofty mountain, as a rock secure. 

There sat upon it like a shameless whore, 

With eyebrow wandering from shore to shore. 

To guard that none might steal away her form, 

I saw bedde her there a giant stand, 

And now and then I saw their kiaaes blend. 

But as her covetous and wandering gaze 

Had turned on me, I saw this lover fell 

Begin to scourge her from the head to heel ; 

Then, of suspicion full and cruel wrath, 

The monster loosed her, dragged her through the wood : 

Its foliage shielded me as for as 't could 

From harlot, and from savage hardihood. 



CANTO xxxiri. 

" Thh heathen. Lord, are come !" alternately. 
Or thrioe or four times, their sweet psalmody 
Began they thus the ladies weepin^y; 
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And Beatrice, soirowfiil and sighing, 

Listened in such a frame, with so much Inm, 

Leaa changed was Uary at the foot of oroeB. 

But when the other vii^DS gave her plaoe 

To speak, she roae at last upon her feet, 

And answered, colourit^ like fire — " But yet 

A little while, and ye shall see me not : 

Again, beloved msten ! change shall be; 

A little while, and then you shall see me." 

Id frvnt of her then set the whole of seven, 

And after that made tdgna to me alope, 

And to the sage besides, to follow on. 

So went she : and it could not be, I think. 

More than her tenth step planted on the ground, 

When from her eyes mine eyee received a wound ; 

And with her tranquil aspect then she said — 

" Come forward, bo that I may speak with thee. 

And thou may'st listen well and easily." 

As Boon as I was placed beside her then, 

" Brotlier," she said, " no wiahfulness I see 

To gain by question, while you walk with me." 

Like thoae who are by &r too reverent 

Before superior, when they talk with one, 

Scarce through Ute teeth can draw a single tone. 

It happened so, without a sound entire, 

I said — " My lady, all my want you know. 

And also what will meliorate this woe." 

And she to me — " To fear ss well as shame, 

I wish that thou shouldst yield to them no more. 

Like one who speaks before his dream is o'er. 

Know, then, the vesael that the serpent broke 
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Was and is not : let him in &ult believe, 
Vengeance of heaven the eop will not deceiva 
For ever not without on heir shall be 
The eagle of the plumed obariofa way. 
Who made it monater first, and then a prey. 
I see aaauredly, and therefore tell. 
The stare e'en now approaching nearer are, 
Free firom impediment and every bar ; 
For in the year five himdred, five, and ten, 
A meBBcnger from Ood shall slay that one, 
"niat giant also that partakoB her no. 
And a, perchance, my narradve is dark, 
As Themis or as Sphynx persuade thee not, 
Since in their way the intellect 'twill blot ; 
The fiicts will Boon develop Nalad-like, 
Which will disBolre their strong enigma's hold, 
Nor damage light on field, or yet on fold. 
Hark thou, and as from me these words are eeut. 
Teach tbem — tlie living — they whose life's indeed 
A race, they run until their death succeed. 
And when thou writest, be sure retain in mind, 
Not to conceal that thou bast seen the plant 
That twice ere now has felt the spoiler's hand : 
Whoever robs, whoever plucks of this. 
Commits a blasphemy against his Ood, 
Who for his use created it for good. 
For eating this, in pain and in desire. 
Five thousand years and more the primal elf 
Looked out for Him who venged it on himself, 
Thy geoiufl slumbers, if it mark not right 
That cause so siugnlar, why soaring hi^. 
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And thuB axpouding, it ascends the eky. 

And were it not to Elea'a water's cold 

Thy Tainer tboughte in idle cuireDt t«nd, 

And dream how Pyramua the mulberry Ertained, 

In such circumHtances—in Buch alone, 

God's justice sure to thee might ahine throughout 

The lesson of tbe interdicted &uit 

But sinoe I see thee in thy intellect 

Composed of stone, and that with sin too stained, 

So that the dazzling of my words has pained. 

Unwritten though, delineate at the least 

Within thy breast, and keep it there in oalm, 

Like staff the pilgrim bears enwreatbed with palm." 

And I — " Like wax beneath constraining seal, 

Whose pressure form will never change again, 

Such and so printed is by thee my bnun. 

But why BO far and high beyond my sight 

Your wiahed-for speech above my fancy plays — 

Still lost the more the more I strive to gace )" 

" That you maj know," she said, " the school I mean, 

Which thou hast followed ; and behold the skill, 

How &r it follows aU my words at will — 

And see how &r your way is &om divine — 

Far as from eortli and its discordant etruin. 

To highest, happiest heaven we attain." 

To her I answered — " I remember not 

That I was e'er at all estranged &om thee — 

Not conscience' self for this has rated me." 

" If you camiot to memory recaD," 

Smiling, was her reply, " remember how 

You drank of Lethe's waters oven now ; 
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And if a smoke can evidence a flame, 

From that oblivion itself conclude 

The fault vithin thy will before pursued. 

And now, in truth, my words shall naked be. 

Whose plunnees self shall come to succour you, 

And answer to thy rude unskilful view." 

More brilliant now, but with more hng'ring steps, 

The sun possessed mid circle of the sky 

Whose aspect changes with its place on high : 

Now checked their speed, halted as one will halt 

Who 'b sent as escort on to lead a band. 

If aug^t of novelty appear at hand ; 

The ladies seven at end of ancient wood, 

like those whose bright green leaves and darker boughs 

The Alps sustain amid their colder snows. 

In front of them Euphrates,, Tigris ran. 

And issued from a fountain to my sight. 

Like friends who linger ere they part outright 

" light ! glory of the human race 1 

What water runs to regions undescried, 

Both firom its source and from itself so wide 1 " 

To such request the answer was — " Entreat 

Matilda, that she tell" And she rephed. 

Like one who's blamed who puts the blame aside. 

That lady &ir — " Both this and many things 

He has been told l^ me; and I am sure 

Not Lethe's waters can the words obscure." 

And Beatrice-—" Some greater care, perchance, 

That often robs the memory of its power. 

Has made the meaning in your eyes obscure : 

But see Ennoe I see from whence derived ! 
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Lead him to it, and, in acooBtomed way. 
His fainting virtue in new force array." 
Ab oonrteous eoul who never makes exouse. 
But in another's will can find its own, 
Socai an by outward tdgn Hiat will is known — 
Thus, when I was close to her, the lovely 
lady onward moved, and said to Statins 
Gently, iamiliarly — " Come thou with hint." 
Seader, had I but longer space to write, 
I might deeoribe to thee, in part, the taste 
Of draught that's ever sweet, nor waste 
The time ; but leaves are all already full > 
Appointed for the second cantdcle, 
Nor ourb nor rein permit to use the will. 
Returned I from that holiest of waves 
Refreehed in spirit, like the new-sprung plants, 
Renewed with foliage suited to tbeir wants, 
Pure, and disposed to olimb unto the stars. 
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Varatiitfe 



CANTO I. 

The ^ory of Him wlu> moveth all things 

Pieroetb the tuuTerae, and Bhinee ao fair, 

More at one part, and lees, perchance, elsewhere. 

In heaven, that drinks the deepest of the light, 

Waa I, and saw what to recount to eense 

He knowB not how, nor can, who oomea from thence j 

Beoanse, approaching nearer its desire, 

Dives intellect to Buch a depth profound 

That memory foils, and oaanot go beyond. 

In truth of that dominion's power, whate'er 

I can find room to treasure in my mind. 

Be now the subject in my ecoig enshrined. 

good Apollo 1 to thia labour last 

Lend aid, and make me vessel fur such birth 

As thy loved laurel asks, that plant of worth. 

"nius tar one ridge, Faroassus, of thy hill 
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Sufficed ; now is there greater need of two, 
To onter on th' enduring task I view. 
Vint my breast, mj thoughts thyself inspire, 
As when Mareyas heretofore you drew 
Trota out the sheath his limbs around him threw. 
Diviner virtue 1 if you giant the ekill 
To shadow forth the views of happy realm. 
Reflected from the mind they overwhelm. 
Behold ! my steps approach the moch-lcved tzee. 
And see ! I come to crown thee with the leaves, 
Whidi from the theme and you my mind recdvea. 
If but iew the times they oome to gather 't, Sire ! 
Ctesar or poet, for triumphant brows, 
Tis fault or shame of human will that grows. 
What oheerful joy tlie Delphic god must crown, 
And bloom amid the dark Peneian groves, 
When bnt a idn^e branch such power moves. 
The spark comes first, and then a mi^ty flame — 
And after me they'll pray with better voice, 
Nor rocky Cirrha their request deniea 
To mortals riseth through the varying ways 
Hie lantern of the world ; in those confines 
Which circles fourfold with the crosee joins. 
With better purport, and with brighter skill 
Conjoined, he issoea, and the mundane wax 
Tempers and moulds beneath his slow attacks. 
'Twas moming there, and evening where we were — 
For such that aspect made ; and there all white 
The hemisphere, on other cdde 'twas night : 
When Beatrice, upon the left-hand side, 
I saw turned round, regarding then the sun. 
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^tb Buch a look beyond an eagle's ken. 

Aod as reflection of a r&y is vont 

To iaaoe from its Bource, aspire from am. 

Like pilgrim homeward longing to return. 

Her act transRised its influence through my eyee : 

In imaged form another action made, 

With keener gaze mine eyes the sun surveyed. 

Unch law&I there to virtue such as oura, 

Not lawful here— but in that happy place, 

Uade for the dwelling of the human race. 

I could not sufier it, but in the time 

t saw the aparka come iasuing forth around. 

Like iron boiling from the ftumace ground : 

And, on a sudden, day was joined to day. 

As if that One, to whom tbe means belong. 

Had decked the heavena with another sun. 

Abscn'bed, and gazing on the eternal wheels, 

Stood Beatrice, with eyes that fixed en them. 

And I on her, apart from upward beam ; 

And in her aspect such and bo became 

As Olaucus was, when he partook of wort 

Whidi made him in the sea with gods consort 

"^ not in man to ngnify by qteeoh : 

But one example is enough for those 

On whom experience its grace bestows. 

If I were but the creature that thou framedat 

Anew, Love I which regulat'st the heaven. 

Thou know'st thy light to raise me up was given. 

And hence the wheel thou roll'st for ever on, 

Desired One ! enchtuned to it my ear 

With harmony prepared, attempered here. 
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And then there seemed as luuoh of heaven inflamed 

With Bolar flame, that neither lain nor stream 

E'er fonn«d a lake to match with that, I deem. 

The novelty of sound, and that great light, 

The oanse inflamed me with deeire to know — 

I never felt with such a seal below. 

Wlienoe she who saw, as well as 1 myself, 

He troubled mind, to quiet me, in truth. 

Was ready, ere I asked, to open mouth. 

And she oonunenced — " Imagination fidse 

Hath made thee dnll, so that thou canst not see 

That thou mig^t'st, hadst thou looked diligently. 

Thou art not on the earth, as thou believeet ; 

For lightnings to their natiTe place which fly. 

Ne'er fled so swift as you returned on high." 

Diveetad thus of doubt, the finit I mean. 

By these brief little words, and by her smile. 

Entangled now but in a lighter toil. 

And said — " Content already I reposed. 

With admiration great, but now admire, 

Than these ao tight that I should soar the higher." 

Whence she, at ending of a piteoos sigh, 

Her eye directed to me with that look 

Delirious child will from its mother brook ; 

And then commenced — " As many things aa are 

Have order in themselves ; and thus the form 

Which makes the universe to Ood conform. 

'TIS here the lofty creature sees the trace 

Of that eternal value, the allotted end 

To which the line onoe drawn must ever tfind. 

Tis in this order natures all incline ; 
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Of diverse eorta and different length of oouiee, 

Some &rther from, some nearer to tlie sonrce ; 

And hence this motion is to different parts, 

Through the great sea of bein^ and each ooe 

With that same instinct given which bears him on : 

This carries all the fire towards the moon. 

This agitates the depths of mortal hearts ; 

This tends to earth, inanimate in parts. 

Nor creatures Toid of sense alone it strikes, 

This bow from which the winged arrows move, 

But those who have both intellect and love : 

For Providence, adjusting all its right, 

With its own lij^t can ever quiet heaven, 

Where fleetest thing around is ever drivoi : 

And thither now, aa to appointed rest, 

We 're borne along by that resistless string, 

That never flies but with a happy wing. 

Tis tme, as shape wiU often not aooord 

To art's conception, and its first intent — 

As substance to reply will not aaeent— 

So from this course the innate power to part 

The creature has, and of its own free will 

To bend, inclining to direction still : 

And just as one might see the lightning bU 

From out the cloud, that at the first attack 

Was pleased to lean where earth's attraotions act 

Admire no more, if ri^tly I esteem. 

Thy climbing big^ whioh, like a rapid rill. 

From loffy moontain sinks to lower hill. 

Wonder it had been, if devoid wert then 

Of all impediment^ rending there — 
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On earth a living and a quiet fire !" 

From thence she turned ber &oe towards the heaven. 



CANTO II. 

TB I who are on board the little bark, 
And fiiin would listen as the ocean laves 
Behind aty ship, which, Binging, outa the wavee, 
Turn once again, review jomx native shores ; 
Nor trust yonrselves without a ohart on sea, 
Where you are lost if you relinquiBb me. 
The deep I pass was never crossed before ; 
Minerva fills the sails— Apollo leads — 
New Uuses now reveal where Urea treads. 
Ye other few, who, with extanded neok. 
Can timely seek that angel's food which they 
Who live upon ne'er feel sataet? ; 
You well may steer aoross the salt sea-wave, 
If you but trace the line of smoother tide, 
Where spKoSa the vessel's wake on either ade. 
Those glorious ones who onoe to Golohis passed, 
Admired not so, behind adventurens prow. 
To see their Jason throuf^ the billows plough : 
The innasoent and perpetual thirst 
Of heaven-formed kingdom bean you on its wing. 
Almost as swiEUy as to heaven you spring. 
Beatrice looked on hif^, I looked on her : 
From when the arrow's notched upon the string 
Until 'tis loosed, and flies on feathered wing. 
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So quick I found myself 'mosg voDdrona things, 

And turned myself to her. And she, vhoee care 

Was ever on me, n^ligent wbs ne'er. 

Turned e'en to me so beautiful and glad : — 

" Direct thy grateful mind to God," she siud, 

" Through whom to this, the primal star, we've eped." 

It seemed to me a oloud had oome around, 

Lnoid, and thick, and solid, poUshed o'er 

Like adamant that feeb the solar power. 

We entered through the everiasting pearl, 

That received as th' unbroken wave reoeivm 

A ray of lights and no division leaves. 

If body then — and we cannot conceive 

How one dimension thus another hides — 

When body thus through body entering glides, 

Ought not desire to feel a higher flame, 

To see that essence in the heavenly lights. 

Which show how nature ours and Qod unites ! 

There may be seen all that we hold by &ith. 

To proof not sutgect, but to knowledge clear. 

Like truth, and at the first acknowledged here. 

I repUed — " My lady I devoutly I, 

As &r as possible, must thank Him now, 

Who has removed me &om the world below. 

But tell me, what and whence the clouded marks 

This body bears, which down below on earth 

To such a fkbling talk of Cain gives birth V 

She smiled a little, then — " If mortals err 

In their opinion thus," she said, " where sense 

Hath lost the keys that banish doubt irom hence. 

Why should you doubt 'or sink beneath its power, 
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Or admiratioii pierce thee with ite atingB ! 

ReaaoQ, you eeo, nmst foil with BhorteDed wings :-~ 

But tell me what you Uunk of diia youraelf" 

And I — " That which appeaza diveree aboro, 

I think, is where the dense and rarer more." 

And she — " Immerged in what is false, youll see 

Your own opinion if yon list to me, 

And mai^ the reaaon which out&ceth thee. 

The octave sphere displays nnnumbered lighbi, 

llie which in quality, and in amount 

Of diverse figures, you may freely count 

If denseness, rari^, occaaoned this, 

One sin^e virtue would abide in oil, 

Distributed to each, proportioned &11. 

Rut diverse virtues cannot but proceed 

From fbrmal principles ; and all, but one. 

According to thy rule, are left and gone. 

Were lareneeB, then, the cause of that obscure 

Which thou investigatest at other place. 

The planet would be void — an empty space. 

And as a body turns from thick to lean. 

And thus the varying magnitude receivee — 

The volume's tlmmer and its thicker leaves. 

If 'twere the first, it would at once appear 

In the eclipees of the sun, here bright, 

And there, again, 'twould aeem aa dark as ni^t. 

It is not so, and now condder how. 

The other is, if chance the other &il. 

Thy opinion's in the downward aoole ; 

For if tliis rareness passeth not quite through, 

A limit most be where opposing meets, 
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And from ita ooatnu? the ra; retreats ; 

And thus the other beam's reflected back, 

Jnat as the oolouT will return, oot jtaea. 

Where lead is hid behind transparent glaaa 

Now thou wilt Bay it is of darker hue, 

The ray in this part, than it is elsewhere, 

Beoause refracted more it turns to rear. 

From instanoee tike that^ experience' aid 

Will &«e, if to itsreahn, your doubting thoo^ts you brings 

From whence deeoending, arts derive their spring. 

Three mirrors tAke, and two remove from thee 

At certain distance, and the other more ; 

Between the two retain thine eyes ; before 

Turning to them, see that behind your back 

A light be placed, the mirrors to inflame, 

That all returning may reflect the same : 

While BO ta only is removed to view, 

And not to spaoe more lengthened, you will see 

The light from all resplendent equally. 

As to percuBBioDS of the warmer roys 

The naked earth beneath the enow appear^ 

And verdure smilee amid dissolving tears ; 

Unveiling thus from clonds obscure thy sense, 

I will inform, with light so lively keen, 

That in thy face 'twill tremble and be seen. 

Within the heaven of peace that is divine 

Revolves a body, in whose virtue lies 

GflBential good, that all its want supplies ; 

Tbe heaven that follows, with its numerous views, 

Divideth thus the essences distinct, 

And yet oontained within its folds sucoinct 
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Th^ TUTiug wajs the others circle through, 
Ah that dutinctioii which they h&ve within 
Defines their limits and their seeds that Hpriog. 
Tia thus these organs of the world advance 
In due d^reee, as thou beholdest now. 
And what's reoeired above transmit below. 
Regard thou well, and see me pass the ford, 
To find the truth through such a devious round. 
That you may keep the safe and shallow ground. 
The motion and the virtue of the gyrea. 
As by the cunning art of workmen made. 
The blessed impulse needs must have obeyed ; 
And heaven, made beaatiflil by many lights 
From the deep mind that rolls it on its sphere. 
Its image borrows till the seal ^pear. 
And as the soul, within surronuding dtist^ 
Through differing yet conforming members takes 
Its diverse powers, and so a difference makes ; 
Intelligence, diflumng thus itself. 
Is multiplied and spread through every star 
In unity revolving : though, so &r, 
Different virtue makes a different league 
With body precious, in the which 'tis rife. 
And, as in you, just so it springs to life. 
From nature joyful, and from thenoe derived, 
Shines virtue, mingled through the body so, 
Like joy will in the living pupils glow. 
From this proceeds that it from light to lig^t 
Appeals BO different — not from dense and rare — 
And thus the formal principle will bear. 
Proportioned to its power, the dnek or dear." 
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CANTO III. 

That buh, which once my breast with love inflamed, 

Had now fiur truth discoTered all as bright, 

Proving — disproving — its deli^tful aigfat 

Cinrected now, and free from doubting thought. 

To show myself, as reason could expect, 

I raised my head and drew myself erect ; 

Bnt TisioQ there appeared which me retained 

So fixed, to contemplate itself the while, 

I thought no more of my confessiDn toil. 

Ab throu^ transparent and through solid glass, 

Or when you look through pure and tranquil streams. 

And not so deep but that their channel beams, 

Return the fiunter lineaments of fiice. 

Like a white pearl upon the whiter brow, 

And not lest strong, our pupils must allow ; 

So saw I &oes many, prompt to speak : 

Unlike his error, that is known t« fame, 

Who fbll in lore with shadow in the stream. 

Soon as I perceived, I bent on them mine eyes, 

R^farding them as mirrored images, 

The which to oontemplat« my eyes would please ; 

But nothing saw, and then withdrew my sight. 

Directed to the glance of that sweet guide. 

Who smiled with fire beneath her pure eyelid. 

" Now marvel not," she B^d, " because I smile 

Thy boyish thoi^bt to see, that will not suit, 

Since on the tmth you cannot place your foot. 
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BevolviDg round your wish that has no root 

True Bubatauces are these you look on now, 

And to this sphere tied down for breach of tow ; 

But yet converse with them, hear and believe, 

That the true lig^t, with whioh they're mtiafied, 

Will not allow their steps to turn aside." ' 

To shade 1 turned, that seemed more curious there. 

Addressed myself to speak, my thoughts t' impart, 

Like one from over-eagerness who Loses heart 

" well-created spirit ! in the rays 

Of life etflmal canst that Bweetness feel 

Which he must taste who wishes to reveal ; 

'Twere gracious to me, would you but consent 

To tell me both the name and lot yon bear." 

With laughing eyes she answered prompt and &ir, 

" Our charity oan never bar the gate 

To just desire, if not like her's above. 

Who would have all her court like hor — in love. 

In the world I was a virgin sister ; 

And if thy mind can well r^ard me here, 

More lovely, not lees known, I will appear. 

You will rocognise that I'm Piccarda ; 

With these blest, too, am stationed in this place, 

And h^ipy in the sphere of tardier race ; 

For our afibdions ore olone inflamed 

With the delight tiie Holy Spirit ^vea, 

In whidi each soldier of hia order lives. 

This lot we bear, whioh seems to be so low, 

Is oun because neglected were our vows. 

And even void, for candour that allowB." 

Whence I to her — " In your admired aspects 
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PARADISE. 

Reeplendent ahiiiee, 1 know not what, divine, 

The altered likeueBB of the earlier coin. 

And therefore to remember I was bIow. 

But what you Bay, aamstfl m; lagging mind — 

Betracing now &r readier I find. 

But t«Il me, ye who are bo happy here, 

Desire you e'er a loftier place than this, 

More to behold with more of friendahip's bliss 1 " 

With thoee, the other spirits, first she smiled, 

And then repUed to me with bo great joy, 

It burned like early love without alloy — 

" Brother 1 our will is tranquil, and can find 

Virtue in charity, with which we wish 

That only which we have, ambition hush. 

Should we deeire to be above our place, 

Discordant tiieD our wishes must appear 

With His — the will of Him who placed us here — 

Which were impossible within these gyres, 

If ohari^ must be onr native sphere, 

And ita bright character you well revere. 

And to this blessed state it more belongs 

To keep itself within the rule divine, 

And nuke our wills to His alone incline. 

Thus onward as we move, from step to step, 

Thmiigti all thin kinfldom, undisturbed in peace, 

As the King's sel^ liis own deeire must please ; 

In his good-will, onr only peace resides : 

That is the law to which all currents tend, 

Creation all — alt that on it depend." 

Then was it dear to me how every place 

In heaven is paradise, tbou^ heavenly grace 
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Falls not in equal afaower on every plaoe. 
As tma food, when it happens, will suffice. 
And yet the appetite for other last — 
Qire thanks for one, for other make request : 
'Twas ao I did with action, and with word. 
To see that she, what web it was, wonld point. 
Which had not drawn the shuttle to account. 
" A perfect life and lofty merit placed 
The lady hi^ in heaven," said she, " whose rule, 
Within your worid, of robe and reil's the school. 
So that to latest breath they watch and sleep, 
With Him the bridegroom who each tow receives. 
Which glowing love to please him ever weaves. 
From world, to follow her, when yet but young 
I fled, and in her habit wrapt myself enclosed, 
And vowed to follow life her sect imposed. 
But men, who were more prone to ill than good, 
Soatcbed me beyond the pale of cloister sweet : 
God knows it, after that, my lifs was meet 
Tim other splendour, which I show to thee. 
On my ri^t side, enkindled bright and olear 
With all the light of our oeleetial sphere — > 
The words of me may yet be told of her. 
Was dst«r, too, and from her brow was torn 
"nie shade of sacred bands she once hod worn. 
But after she re-entered world, constrained 
A^iainst ber meaning and her better use, 
Hot from her heart the veil would she unloose. 
T^aB is the h^t of that Costanza great, 
Who of the second wind of Suabia bore 
The third and last, who held the Emjnre's power." 
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PAEADISE. 

'Twas tliufi she spoke to me. And Uien " Ave 
Haria' tiiej sang : through the waves they went, 
Uke heavy body with a quick descent 
iSy gaze, which followed br as mght could do, 
When they were lost, turned round to object nigher 
And sought the haven of mine eyes' desire, 
And turned to Beatrice entirely round. 
And then like lightning did her eye'advance, 
So that, at first, I could not bear her glance. 
Which made me slow to maak my igucaranoa 



CANTO IV. 

Bbtwxbn two distant and two moving fbods. 
At equal pace, one might of &mine die 
Before man ventured first his teeth to try. 
And as a lamb, betwixt two ravening wolves. 
Of botli of them BCems equally afraid ; 
And as betwixt two deer a hound haa staid — 
Uysel^ though silent then, I do not blame, 
Suspended thus o'er doubta on foltering ways. 
Because it needs mna^ neither do I praise. 
I held my peace ; but my desire ^peored 
Depicted in my fitce, and the request 
Mora lively there than if by speech ezpreesed. 
And Beatrice was so as Daniel, when. 
Of old, he soothed Nebuchadnezzar's wrath, 
Which drove him on iqjiutice' wicked path. 
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And said, — ' I well perceive how both denies 

Have bomid thee now, that feeling scaroe mpins. 

Thou reasoueet, If my good intentioiu laat, 

Why ahonld anothn's violence prevent 

My merit reaching to ita fiiir extent 1 

Again thou findeet food for doubt, because 

llie souls appear returning to the stars, 

As Plato writes in pfailoeophio wars. 

These are the qneetionB whidi your wishes uige 

With equal force, and therefore I will treat 

Of that where more of difficulties meet. 

Of seraphim, the one the most sublime. 

Of Moses, of Samuel, either John 

Tou chooee to take, nor Mary let alone — 

No souls have they in other heaven than this, 

In which the spirits that you saw appeared ; 

Nor life with ages leas or more secured ; 

But all ma^ beantiAil the primal round. 

And diflerently partake of sweeter life. 

Eternity in difiering bosoms lifo. 

Here shown ; but not beoaoae the destined sphere 

Fra- them : rather to you they are a sign 

Of tliat celestial which is least divine : 

For so 'tis meet to speak to mortal mind ; 

For only from the sense oan it disoem 

That to which intellect may after turn. 

And thus, we know, the Scriptnie condeaoenda 

To meet our facultiea, and fbet and handa 

To God attributes, though not mich intends ; 

And holy church with hunum aspect, too. 

Can Gabriel and Michael tepraent, 
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Him who new ngour to Tobias lent 

That which TSmieui of the booI affimia, 

Reaemblee not the state of things we see^ 

But, as he says, sudi must hia feeling be. 

The eoul, he aaya, retoroeth to ita star. 

Believing that at fint 'twas ta'eu txaa thence, 

When Nature gave it form and breathing sense. 

Ferh^w his thoughts were of another gujae. 

And diferent from the sound of voioe^ to shim. 

If that could be, the orrowa of derisioa. 

And if he meant, that to theee orbs returns 

The honour of their influence and blame, 

Perchance his bow has struck the maik of Sune. 

This principle, ill understood, has seat 

The uniTeraal world astray, to name 

Jupiter, Mercury, Mars, woTship them. 

The other doubt which a^tates thy mind 

Hath lees of poison ; in its evil taate 

No banishment of thee from me ia plaoed. 

Onr justice, too, would seem to be unjust 

Id mortal eyesj but in the thought there's room 

For fiutii, and not for here^ and glooniL 

But that your penetration may aspire 

To know the grounds of this important truth, 

Thy wish Fll satisfy m sober sooth. 

If violence there b^ when they who suffsr 

Giye no consent to him who ofibrs force. 

Not so is Buoh a case without remorse. 

Tbe will that wills not still sorviTes unquenohed, 

But acts as Nature does within a fire : 

Contorted tbouaoDd tunes, it will not tire; 
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For if it Tield at aQ, it follovs fbroe. 

And thns they did vlio still retained tlie grace 

Of yet returning to the holy place ; 

For had tfa' eDduring will remained entire 

lliat held Lfturentio o'n the emben clear. 

Or guarded Mutios, to his hand severe. 

Then had they soon regained the narrow path, 

Though drawn away, when onoe their steps were free : 

But will BO firm as this 'tis rare to see. 

And by these words, if yoa collect their eeuse, 

Tour former argument is broken through, 

Whidi once perplexed and mystified your view. 

But other tbou^t traTerara now thy mind, 

And occupies thine eyes, and tires thyself 

Nor canst thou issue from its rocky shelf 

I have for certain in thy memory placed 

Tim thing, that blessed soul can never lie. 

To the first truth because 'tis ever nigh : 

And yet Picoarda mi^t inform thee, too, 

Afibotion for the veil Gostanza held ; 

And so far thus my reasou were repelled. 

But oft ere now, my brother, has been seen 

To flee frxnn peril, that, against the graio, 

One does a deed that makes the stars complain ; 

Alcmieon-like, who, at his bther's prayer. 

Slew his own mother — moved in duty's name — 

For pity's sake who pitiless became. 

At this same point Td have you ponder, then, 

How force can min^e, countervail the will, 

So that oflence ia inexcusable. 

Hm wiU that's abaolute oonsentetb not, 
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But fear, aooompanying, oonflentotli bo — 

From fear of wone, h oatmot utter No : 

Wherefore Ficoarda, when ahe mentions that, 

Means but to speak of absolute intent, 

And I of other, so ve both assent" 

Such vBs the eddying of the sacred stream. 

From oat the fount iriienoe ereiy truth's derived ; 

And such the store toj wandering Hearoh has hived. 

" thou [ the love of earl; lover high I" 

Replied I then, " whose ardent speech o'erflowa, 

While uew-Bpruug vigour in my bosom glows, 

Affection cannot reach the depth profound 

That were enough to Tender grace for graoe. 

But He who seee, and can, the gift o'erpaya. 

Our intellect, I see, la never pleased, 

Unkfls that truth illustrate it, which high 

As truth can soar, and through a heavenly sky. 

In it we rest, like wild beast in his den. 

Where we have reached, if we have power to gain, 

Else would our wishes have been given in vain ; 

And hence, like sapling, at the root of truth 

The doubt will qning, and Nature's vigour still 

Will prompt us on to rise from hill to hilL 

And this invitee me, lady ! this allures, 

Another truth with reverence to insure, 

Which to my intellect is yet obeoure. 

I &in would know if man can satisfy 

Defective vows with other works of good, 

Which in your standard oome to be allowed T" 

Beatrioe regarded me with eyes that shone 

With sparks of love, with brilliaooe so diving 
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My Tiitoe powcarkaa relrnqniabed rem ; 
Uy eyw deolined, for lookiag was in Tain. 



CANTO V. 

" If I inflame thee with the torch of lore 

Beyond the custom of terrestzial law, 

So that thine eyee may feel its couqaering awe, 

Wonder thou not, for know that thia proceeda 

From peifeot viaion, aa it apprehenda ; 

So nearer to the good its motion tenda. 

And how rceplendeut ahinea tJi' eteorutl light 

Within thy intelleot; I well can prov^ 

Fcr d^t alone will ever kindle love ; 

Tia but a veetige from that brilliant view, 

Of nndiaooTered kind, which yet ahinea throngb. 

You wish to know if other aerrice can, 

For TOWS which haTC been lost, arail ao &r, 

Ab from the apirit to remoTe the war t" 

Thna Beatrice began on thia intent ; 

And, like a man who ceases not to speak. 

Continued thus the strain ahe did not break : — 

" "Die greatest gift that God, creating, gave 

Of his great bounty, and hia goodness coe^ 

And that which he appFeoiated the most, 

Was human liberty and our free will; 

Wi& which the creatures of intelligenoe, 

And they alone, were dowered aa with eenae. 



itv Google 



PAKADISE. 

And now thou maj'A deduce at onoe from flus 

The lofty value of the tow bo made. 

If God oooBent to thy ohedienoe paid ; 

Fot in the compact which God strikes with man, 

He maketi the victim of this treaBure great, 

Such as I Bay, and giveB its proper wei^t 

What can we then return for reoompenae. 

Of what we o^red should we keep the uael 

And thievee in labour qualify abuse. 

And DOW you know the more important point 

But h<^y church bath this same thing repealed, 

Which eeems opposed to truth I have revealed : 

Then at the table sit a little more, 

That the erode meal you may in time digest, 

And find some aid to give your spirit rest 

Open your mind to what I shall explain. 

And look within ; for soienoe cannot be, 

Unless, if understood, yon keep the key. 

Tho emeutaal nature of the saenfice 

Two things requires — the thing of which 'tis made, 

And then the compact which the mind obeyed. 

"niie last is never cancelled till it find 

A Bure observance, and its bounding linee 

Marked by the letter which small space confines. 

Necessity upon the Hebrews lay 

To o£fer somewhat — ofibring mif^t be changed ; 

But then the ri^t of saorifioe avenged. 

The other substance if its kind were known, 

Hjght well be suoh, and in ita place be ranged, 

If with the other it could be exchanged. 

Shift not the burden tmta thy eboulder, then. 
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Nor follow will, but let your mind obey, 

Unlesa you haTe the white and yellow key : 

For eveiy change, believe me, ia but vain. 

Unless whate'er 's divided you can fix 

In figure like the four within Uie six. 

Whate'er it be whoee value is so much, 

That it surpasses other's weight in scale, 

Can ne'er be satisfied with leas btiuL 

Take heed, ye mortals 1 trifle not with tows. 

But fiiithM be ; but not like Jephtha's tongne. 

To keep the vow which he pronounced, though wrong : 

Better for him to eay — " I have done ill," 

Than keep his vow, and acting thus do worse. 

Like the great leader of the Grecian force. 

Whence Ij^ugeuia mourned her beauty vain ; 

And made to mourn the simple and the wise, 

And all who bear of aueh a fell emprise. 

Ye Christians I be leas movable, more grave — 

Nor like a fb&ther torn to every wind, 

For every water wiU not waah the mind. 

The Testaments yon have, both Old and New — 

The Shepherd of the Church to guide the way. 

And thus salvation on your etfips to stay. 

If evil lust entice yon from the path, 

Be men at once, and not like stupid beeves, 

Lest laughter seize the Jew when he perceives : 

Not like the lamb, that foolishly forsakes 

His mother's milk, and, wanton and astray. 

Fights with himself nor finds another play." 

"niuB Beatrice addressed me as I write. 

And then she tamed around with fail desire. 
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Where shone the wrald, and with a living fire. 

Her changing oonntenance and silent lipe 

Hj eager genius checked, which now no more 

FuiBued the train of questions as before. 

And OB the wingM arrow strikes the mark, 

Before the trembling cord has lost its force, 

The second kingdom met our rapid conrsa 

I saw my lady look bo joy&l here, 

Whene'er she reached that heaven, and felt its light, 

That e'en tlie planet's lustre grew more bright- 

And if the star itaelf could change and smile. 

What could my nature do, so prone to yield 

To change, and take the preeaure that ia sealed I 

As in the pond that's tranquil, and is fair. 

The fishes gather to vhaterer's viewed, 

Because they think it is their proper food, 

I saw, I'm sure, a thousand Bplendours draw 

To UB ; each accent through the ur that mores. 

Was — " Lo, he comes who will increase our loves !" 

And as each one of them to ua drew near, 

I saw each shade that seemed replete with bliss. 

Clear as the lightning issued that was his. 

Hiink, reader ! thia oommenoement, should it not 

Proceed, the painfol curiosity 

To know a little more, that would seize thee. 

How eager I iras, you shall see, to know 

Somewhat of their oondition, as was seen 

Within my eyes by their expreeeion keen. 

" faap[r^ bom ! to whom to see the thrones 

Triumi^iant and eternal, it is given. 

While militant on earth, and not in heaven : 
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Th' enkindling lig^t tliat Bpreada tiiroughoat Hx heaTen, 

Inflaming na, ootnes out at your deeirB, 

To lighten you with all you can require 1" 

So said a spirit, one of tiiete, to me ; 

And Beatrice — " Ton may believe," said she, 

" All that he saya, ae if a god were ha" 

" I well can see how you appropriate light, 

As blend the raya within your eyee, the while, 

I see them shining, and I see tliee smile : 

But yet 1 know not who you are, nor how, 

worthy soul ! you keep allotted sphere 

Where other's rays allow not man to peer I" 

Twas thus I spake directly to the U^t 

Which had accosted me ; and then the shade 

Became more whinin g, lustre more conveyed. 

So looks the aun, which, from exoees of li^t 

And too much heat, less visioii will allow, 

And raise the vapoura that obaoure his brow. 

Twaa thus that too much joy from me had hid 

Within the rajs, the figure of the shade. 

And dose concealed, as 'twas, the accents said, 

What in the following Canto will be read. 



" Whkn Constantine had first the eagle turned, 
Against the ooune of heaven it followed once, 
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PARADISE. 

Sines time wkea first; I^Tinia led the d&nce, 

Two hundred years and more the bird of God 

Within the yerge of Europe stooped its wing 

Close to the mountain-root firom whence I spring ; 

Beneath the shadow of its saored wings. 

Governed and gave ttie world firom hand to hand, 

Which changing, came at last to my command. 

Cnsar I was, Justinian I am — 

While young affection held ita early reign, 

Bemored from laws the too much and the vain : 

Ere yet I was intent upon the work, 

In Christ one nature only I peroeived, 

And such a &ith contentedly received. 

But with his words blest Agapetus drew 

My soul ujaight, with a chief shepherd's oare, 

To welcome fiuth that was much more sinoere. 

Yes, I believed him ; and that speech of his 

I see as clear, and recognise as sooth. 

As you distinguish &lsehood from the truth. 

Soon as my footsteps moved with holy church, 

God in his grace saw fit to give to me 

The lofiy labour, with ita company. 

From me came Belisarius' command, 

Which proepered so beneath approving heaven ; 

And to establish me was tdgnal given. 

To the first question that you put, I 've framed 

Itfy answOT now ; but its oonditions ask 

Another movement and a &rther task : 

And hence shaU you behold with how much cause 

Against (he sacred banner they have moved ; 

By whom appropriate, and by whom reproved : 
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Witii how mnoh valour they proclaimed its worth, 

With bow mudi reverence huled, trota period high, 

Its kingdom to insure made Pallaa die. 

You know in Alba how it made eojoum 

Three hundred yean, until the time when three 

Eiicouiit««d three in hostile rivalry. 

Ton know what came from forth tlie Sabine wrong, 

Down to Luoretia's grie^ with seven kings 

The nei^bouring nationa to ita conquest brings. 

You know what once the illustrious Bomaos did 

'Gainst Brennos, Pyrrbus th' Epiriote chief — 

Principalities, leagues, found no relief : 

Torquatns, Quintios frvm his uncombed hair 

Cinoinnatns ; what Decius, Fobios calmed. 

Renowned whose &me Pve willingly embalmed. 

And this attests the Arabian pride that passed 

In train of Hannibal, his march attends 

O'er Alpine rocks, from whence the Po deooends. 

Beneath this banner Scipio, Pompsy, fought, 

In youthfbl triumjA ; and, becdde the hill 

Where thou wert bom, its memoiya bitter stiU ; 

Until it was the time tlie heavens decreed 

To bring the world beneath its sway serene, 

It was, by will of Rome, by Ciesar ta'en. 

And what it did from Taro to the Rhine 

Isara saw, as well as the Loire, the Sein^ 

And every vale the rapid Rhone can drain. 

And when it issued fixtm Ravenna next. 

And leaped the Rubicon, the lofty flight 

Nor tongue nor pen can &ithfuUy requite. 

And then toward Spain it turned the warrior band. 
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Djrrabhium emote, then struck PhaiBolia'B soil 

With Huch a shock as felt the waimer Nile ; 

Antandroe, Simois, and its reatlese waves, 

Bevifiited ; the land where Hector liee ; 

And ill for Ptolemy its pinion flies ; 

And fell like li^tning upon Juba's power ; 

And then returned agunst your West, fiill armed. 

At sound of the Pompeian trump alonued. 

And what it did within the next one's grasp, 

BrutuB and CaasiuB in the Inl^no bark, 

Perugia, Modena, with giief remark ; 

And BtiU for it sad Cleopatra weeps, 

Who fled before it to ber latest gasp, 

And took the death of black and sudden asp. 

With him its course was to the Bed Sea shore, 

To plant the world in univeraal peace. 

And midte the ore^ting dooia of Juius cease. 

And all that en«gn did of which I speak. 

And was to do, ere much of ages run, 

Through mortal kingdom by its conquests won. 

Became apparently but small obscure 

To the third Gcesar's hand, if you inure 

A dearer eye and an aflection pure. 

The liring justice tliat inspires my breath. 

Consigned to hjm, the king of whom I speak. 

The glory to avenge. His wrath to wreak. 

And if at this astoniahed, I reply. 

When Titus' army entnmce gained within, 

To pay the debt of long-enduring sn. 

And when the Lombard tooth had gnawed the church. 

Beneath its wings th« Conqueror soothed its pain, 
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And Buocour came from tirmB of Charleiiuigne. 

Now may you judge both who and what thay were 

Whom I accuse above, whose frequent ills 

The fiiUeet measure of your Bofbring fills. 

Against the standard of his countiy, one 

The yellow lilies brou^t ; cme claimed a part — 

The glaring evidence of deeper art 

Beneath another ngn the Ghibellinea did 

Their works, bat ill he follows sigu, or onght, 

Who separatee justice from his inmost thought 

Let not ihe new-come Chailee assail its power 

With Qnelpbs of his, but fear the talons hard 

Which of a lofUer lion tore the beard. 

Many a time, ere this, the sous have wept 

Their parents' Bins : nor leave thy faith to lag : 

Heaven's arms to change, and take the lilies' flag. 

This little Btar within its bounds contains 

Good qnrits, here who once have active been 

Honor and feme to their embrace to win ; 

For all the wishes tliat th^ lavish there. 

Degenerate the real love is seen — 

With rays less living and sn edge less keen. 

But in the measure that our wages reach. 

Where merit ib, it forms a part of joy 

TJpon the balanoe thus oar tiioaf^ts t' employ. 

And here we see that tiring jostioe Btnile 

In us ; and that affection's reign prolong, 

That turns to good, and cannot lead to wrong. 

As diverse voices form the sweetest notes, 

Our life, the rank each difierent lot reveals, 

Is but sweet harmony among these wheels. 
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Within tite dwellingB of this preaeDt pearl 
Shines yet— the light of Eomeo quenched ia not, 
For noble work who little guerdon got 
But the Provenf als who oppoaed hia sway, 
No cause had they to laugh : ill they prooeed 
Who make a wrong of others' bettor deed. 
Four danghteiB had Baymcoid de Berenger, 
And every one a Queen : this Borneo did, 
Sent aa he came, but in a pilgrim's weed. 
And their opprobrious words had stirred him on 
To ask for payment from tiaa faithful one, 
And all the recompense was twelve for t«n ; 
And then he went away both poc»' and old : 
And if tlie world had known the heart he had, 
Uorsel to morsel he^ng thus his bread, 
It would have praised him more for every deed. 



CANTO VIL 

« OaufNA Sanctns Deus SabaotL ! 
Supo- illnstrans claritat« tuA 
Felices ignee homm malahoth." 
Twas thus, rerelTing on its proper idieel, 
I saw that substance in the act to sing, 
And from its shape redoubled lustre spring. 
Both it and all the others moved to dance, 
like sparks, endued with great velod^, 
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Veil on a sudden, and to distanoe fly. 

I doubted then, and said within myaelf, 

"Speak to her — to my lady speak at first, 

With the Bveet drope that she'd allay my thirst" 

But that Bame reverence which o'ercame my mind, 

Even at the sound of Beatrice heard, 

Hsd bowed me down like one in slumber stirred. 

A little bore she this ; then Beatrice, 

At first irradiating Each Bnules inspire 

As would h&ve made man happy in the fire. 

" By my in&llible coqiecture made, 

How rengeanoe just could justly be avenged 

Is now the thought on which your mind is hinged. 

But I will soon dissolve the doubt of mind : 

And listen wdl, for my ezpreesions make 

A present for thy mind and sense to take. 

Beoouae he did not choose on strength of wiU 

To put a curb, he that was never bom 

Both damned himself, and damned his race forlorn. 

And henoe the human species lay infirm. 

And plunged for many an age in error grand : 

The Word of Ood it pleased to descend ; 

Estranged, and distant from ita Maker, now 

United to himaelf in person shone, 

With act alone of his eternal lov& 

And now direct thy view to that I treat : 

This nature, with iia Maker union showed, 

At its creation, was nnoere and good ; 

But, through itself an exile it became 

From Paradise, because it turned away 

From way of truth, and led its h£a astray — 
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I^e puniahmeDt endured upon the ctohb. 
If you consider nature that he took. 
No juster penalty could nature brook ; 
Nor e'er was Each injurioua oril done. 
If yon reepect the suffering person there 
Contracted to us, and our nature's heir. 
For from one nature came effects diverse : 
God and the ieva it pleased that Christ should difr 
Earth shook, and heaven uncloeed its gates on higt 
No longer think it was too strong to say, 
That the just vengeanoe was to be avenged 
By court of justice, pumshment unchanged. 
But now I see the straitening of thy mind, 
From thought to thought it£ eSbrta to get free, 
And to unloose the knot unsolved 1^ me. 
Thou say'st, that which I hear I well discern ; 
But wherefore God should choose {to me is hid) 
This way for our redemption, (and forbid.) 
Buried, my brother I this decree must stand. 
From eyes whose youthful training cannot prove 
The biasing depth of everlasting love : 
Because^ in truth, a token and a sign 
Much spoken <^ and yet but UtUe known. 
But why it was most worthy, you will own 
The goodness that 'a divine all envy wuves ; 
And in itself an ardour ever bums 
Tb&t pour its beauties in eternal urns, — 
No channel knows, but from the source distils. 
And has no end, but finds perpetual rest. 
Because with seal unchanging 'tis impressed. 
This trom itself without the means rains down, 
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Both free and full, and no subjection brings 

To foroe or inflaenoe of novel ttiinga, — 

Can please the more, aad mora conform to him. 

The heavenly rayB, from everything that foil, 

Resemble him when liveliest of all. 

These things advantaging the human mind. 

If only one should fail among them all. 

Its own nobility is sure to foil. 

'Tis sin that disfranchises it alone, 

And makes incongruous with highest good — 

With its foir light because no more imbued ; 

To its own dignity no more returns. 

If it should not, when its void essence wanes. 

Repay its fUse delist with just-felt pains. 

Tour n&ture when it sinned entirely fall — 

In its own seed fixnu dignities was chained — 

From them as well as I^radine estranged ; 

Nor could recover, search it as you may 

With subtlety, without by one you passed 

Of these two waya — the first named or the last : 

Either that Qod, from courtesy alone. 

Remit the sin, or man, if that denied, 

For his own sin liimifflif h^ satisfied. 

Direct thine eye within the deep abyss 

Of that eternal counsel, as you can, 

And as my speech desires thee, think of man. 

No power had man within his native bounds 

Ever to satisfy, by stooping low 

In deep humili^ — obeying now 

As for as hi^ be <moe had thought to go ; 

And this the reason, man was plainly &«e 
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Himself from every power to Batisf^. 
Thus it behorid Qod, with hia own waja, 
Man to reetore, and to his life and tratti, — 
With one, I say, or e'en indeed with both. 
But sboe BO great a work must gratify 
The more, the nearer that the goodness seen 
Of him whose heart the working cause has been. 
The goodness that's divine the world impressed, 
To show through all its ways it only meant 
To raise thee higher to its own cont«ot : 
Nor to the latest night, &om earliest day, 
So lofty, BO magnificent an act, 
E'er given by one to one on strict compact 
More large it was in God, himself to ffn. 
For man's avail, his creature to exalt, 
Than even had he himself remitted &ult ; 
And all the other ways for justdoe' sake 
Could not avail, had not the Son of Qod, 
In his humiliation, kissed the rod. 
And now to qualify thy every wish, 
Betum I thus in some sort to unroll, 
That thou may'st see as well as I can telL 
Tfaou'lt say, I see the air, I see the fire — 
The water and the earth, their compounds all 
Turn to corruption in a littie fall. 
And these as they were all created things ; 
If that which I have said to thee be true. 
Such feU corruption they should never rue. 
The angels, brother ! and the land sinoeie 
In which we are, may too be called create. 
In their existence as they are complete ; 
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But then the elements vhioh thou haet named, 

And also subBtanoea produced from them. 

Created virtue to inform ihani c\aim : 

For that material wbidi they have was made ; 

Created, too, was that informing eeose 

Of starB FGTolTing round them fer from hence. 

Through ray and motion of the sacred lights. 

The life of every brute, of every plant, 

Draws from complexion powerful what they want ; 

But this our life immediate love inspires, 

Highest of all, enamours it with awe 

Of its own ael( an inward secret law. 

From hence, bemdea, you may with reason draw 

Your resurrection, if you think again 

How human fleeh was firat created then 

When onr first parents were together made. 



CANTO VIII. 

If its peril, the world had onoe believed 
That the fiiir Cyprian's epicycle three 
Irradiated the fboliah love we see ; 
Wherefore^ not her alone they honoured : 
Wth sacrifice, with votive shouts above, 
The ancient race their ancient errors prove ; 
Dione honoured, youthfiil Cupid, too : 
That for her mother, for her o&pring this, 
Who lay in Dido's bosom, felt her kias. 
I^m her from whence I borrow thus my strain 



itv Google 



They took t^e name of that attractive star. 

The Bun looks back to, or beholds before. 

UnconBoioaB then tiiat I had climbed to it ; 

But that I waa within, enough to prora 

The beauty added to my lady lov% 

And like aa in the flame a spark ia seen, 

And in the voice a voice can be discerned — 

When one b firm, one parting has returned — 

I Baw within that %ht lampa also bum, 

Moving in circlee more or lees direct. 

Proportioned to the mode of their aspect 

From the cold cloud the winds that come bo fast. 

Congealed or uot, that make such rapid haste. 

Had seemed to linger, tardier had passed 

Beside those lights divine beheld by us. 

Advancing, leave the circle of their train, 

Already compassed by the Seraphin. 

Id rear of those who in the front appeared, 

Hoeamia Bounded such that, ever dnce. 

My soul dedne again to know it once. 

The one drew nearer than the rest to us ; 

Began alone — " All we are ready here 

To do thoe pleasure, which we all desire. 

We move with principalities divine. 

Why should your former strain in eilenoe hush — 

' ye 1 whose sense conducts the high third heaven ) ' 

We are so fbll of love, our highest zest, 

As much to please thee as to take our rest ! " 

After that, mine eyes with reverence ofibred 

To lady were, and every doubt to cure, 

Herself had made them satisfied and sure. 
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I turned me towards the light tlist pronuMd &ir, 

" And who art thou 1 " my voice proclaimed aloud, 

With deep a&eotiou, which my accents showed. 

Oh how great, and what, increanng &r, 

The oheerfulnees that seemed to spring of new, 

Ab I addressed it when it met mj view. 

So done, it said — " The world possessed me once ; 

Tt was not long, and had the space been more, 

Much ill had been oaoapoi that now is o'er. 

It is my joy that hides me &om thy gase. 

Which radiates round me, hides me in its wheels. 

Like animal whose silk its form conceals. 

Enough you loved me, and had drawn from thenoe. 

Had I continued good, I would have shown 

More fruits of love than green leaves for my own. 

This left bank, which the Bhone, when mingling, laved 

With Sorga's waters, as it downward poured. 

Expected ouoe that I should be its lord ; 

And that Ausouiau horn, whose borougha rise 

Where Ban, Gaeta, and Crotona be. 

From where the Trento, Verde, seek the sea. 

Refulgent, too, upon my brow the ctowh. 

Of land the Danube irrigates a&r. 

When past the boundaries of Tedeschan shore. 

And &ir Trinacria, whose brow grows dark 

Above Pachin Pelorus, and the gul^ 

Disturbed by Eurus, lashes up itself— 

Not from l^hceus' throes, but sulphury eloud — 

Expected had its race of royal kings 

To oome through me fixnn Charles' and Rodolph's wings. 

If evil rule, which stirs the subjeota' minds, 
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I^thin Palermo, had not raised the ory 

Which echoed there bo long — oh fie ! oh fie I 

And had my brother but peroeiTed and seen 

The avaricious Catalonian need. 

He would have 'scaped it with a ri|^t good heed. 

And surely there was sad and urgent need 

For him, or other, to take heed and mark, 

Lest they should burden an o'erladeu bait 

His nature large, which to penurious turned, 

But tittle aid required of those whose care 

Is to lock up ia diest, aud piue, aud spare." 

" And hence it is, I think, the exslted joy 

Thy speech infuses in me, my dear lord. 

The source and end of good can well accord ; 

As seen by thee, can I too see it clear. 

More gratefiil thus with fi^sher love renewed. 

Because I mark it when I look to God. 

TouVe made me f^ad : now make my senses dear ; 

Remove the doubt your words to me must bring. 

How fivm the sweet the bitter thus con q)ring t " 

Thus I to him. And he to me — " Could I 

Unfold a truth, the thing you ask &om me 

Should show its face, which now is turned firom thea 

The Good with which the kingdom that you climb 

Is all content, its essence virtue takes, 

Ita providence in these great bodies makes ; 

And those proviaons, which their natures gain. 

Imbibe their value from the perfect mind, 

And have their safety with their union joined. 

Whatever missile from this bowshot flies 

Commissioned fidle, and at ita destined end, 
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As to oppoedng butt the arrows lend. 

If twere not Bo in heaven 70U journey through, 

What wild creations for efeots would teem ! 

Instead of woriui would broken ruins seem. 

This could not be, if intellects which rule 

And move those stars had not swanting been ; 

The first want is, tliat no perfection 'a seen. 

Would you this truth to thee were clearer made t " 

And I — " Not yet Impossible, I see, 

^Hiat nature in her task fatigued should be." 

And he continued — " Would it then be worse 

For man on earth, if not of ewcial kind % " 

" Yes," I replied ; " a reason you will find : " 

And could it be, if those who live below 

Were not of diverse states and offices ) 

No ; if the precepts of t^y master please." 

Hus went he on, deducing step &om step. 

And then concluded : " Diverse, thus it suits. 

Of all yonr actions needs must be the roots. 

Thus one is Solon, one is Xerxes bom. 

And one Uelchisedec ; another him 

Whose foiling fii^t had left his son to swim. 

Thus nature circiilat«e, which is the seal 

To mortal wax, does well her work, but ne'er 

Distinguishes between the coarse and foir. 

Disparted thus is Esau &om the seed 

Of Jacob ; and 'tis thus Quirinus bears 

So low a lineage that he springs from Mars. 

Nature would generate, and never swerve 

In likeness &om the generating sire, 

Tf conquering Providence did not inspire. 
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PAUADISE. 

What was behind thee late is bow before : 

That thou may'Bt know that I delight in thee, 

I wish thee to wear this corollaiy. 

Nature, if fortune should at discord prore. 

Like any other germinating seed. 

Out of ite element makes ill proceed. 

And if that world below would work like her 

— Like Nature's self — and such foundation lay, 

A better race her fixttstepe would obey. 

But to religion you distort the man. 

Though bom to gird the sword upon his thigh ; 

Make king of him who talks with fluency : 

Tour track has therefore wandered from the way." 



CANTO IX. 

Clkhbmza fair t thy Charles dispelled my doubt. 

And then he told of every tieacheroua wile 

His seed would sufler on their native soiL 

" Be (dlent, though," he said, " and let the years 

Roll on. I may not teU, but due reward 

Shall follow soon on their injustice hard." 

And now the figure of that saored light 

Was toward the sun, repLenished at the blaae, 

Such universal good that love obeys. 

Ah, souls deceivable I — ah, impious things I 

Regardless turning as perversion leads, 

To Ytuiity the temples of your heads. 

And, lo I another of those splendours came 
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To meet me ; showed ita eagerness to please 

^ the olear shiumg of the outward rajrs. 

The eyes of Beatrice, which were enchained 

Od me, as if the^ gave their dear assent, 

With my deure appeared fuU well content 

" Ah ! to my wish impart a recompense, 

Bleet spirit 1" said I, " and confirm the proof. 

That I reflect my thoughts on thee, aloof" 

And then the light, tliat still was new to me. 

From out the depth in which it sang at first, 

Followed, like one in cheerful kindness nursed : 

" In that, the portion of degenerate land 

Of Italy, 'tween lUalto and tiie source 

MQiere Brenta uid Piava leave their nurse, 

A hill ascends, not eminent nor high ; 

Twaa at that place from whence a firebrand rolled. 

That all the country's shriTeUed leaves unfold. 

From that one root myself and it were bom : 

Amizza was I called ; and here I shine. 

Because before this radiance I decline. 

But yet all joyfiJIy I bear my lot, 

And its occasion grieves not me at all ; 

Your vulgar crowd, repining, would recall. 

From this resplendent and this precious gem, 

The nearest to me in our native skies, 

A migb^ &me will gather ere it dies ; 

This hundredth yet will grow five bundreth year. 

And see and mark if to escel be praise. 

When such a fame the second life conveys. 

Not their opinion now, the present crowd 

That Tagliamento and th' Adige enclose, 
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Though beaten, yet which no repentance BhowB. 
Soon comee the day when I^ua, at the manh. 
Will change the v&ben which Yioeuza wash, 
And teach their duty, and the people laab. 
And where the Sile joins Cagnano'a Btream, 
He lorda it so, and goes with lofty head, 
For whom the web is e'en already spread ; 
And weep will Feltro then her shepherd's fault — 
Her impious shepherd, whoee deserts may lower. 
And frown unequalled in the dungeon-tower. 
Too large would be the veeael to receive 
In its concavity Ferrara's blood — 
And weaiy ho who gave 't in measure good — 
This courteous priest has shed to prove his leal, 
To show his colours in his native land. 
And act conformity to their command. 
Above are mirrors, you will call them thrones. 
From whenoe the God of justice ahines on us ; 
So that our words in honesty seem lesa" 
Here ceased, and looked as if she meant to go 
Another time into the former wheel, 
From which the light reflected, to reveal 
The other joy already marked by me. 
A wondrous thing performed within my sight : 
Like a Gne ruby, where the sun may light, 
From joy's excess refulgence new acquired ; 
As here we smile, and as, alas 1 below, 
The outward shadow must attend on woe. 
" Ood sees all ; thy mght, too, enlightens be," 
I said, " thou blessed spirit I so that none, 
No wiU of His can be to thee unknown ; 
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And hence it ia thy voioe, thut heaven transoends, 

Ib ever vith the Bong of bleaeed fires — 

Those six-winged creaturea in their heavenly choirs. 

But Still unsatisfied my wishes are. 

I had not lingered in the aoswering tone, 

Did I bat know, as I to thee sm known." 

" The greater Talley where the waters spread," 

"Twas thus she spoke, " beyond the mi^ty sea, 

Which round the earth like garland seems to be ; 

Betwixt oppomng shores, og^nst the sun 

Extends bo &r, that the meridian line 

Is where the horizon's bounds before incline. 

I was a native of that valley's shore, 

Where the short route of Ebro Makra sees 

The Tuscan parted from the Genoese. 

To setting sun as 'twere, and yet to east, 

Buggea Bits, the land where I was bom, 

Whose blood ere yet has made its seaport warm. 

Foloo that nation called me ; to that race 

Uy name was known j and undemeatli that sky. 

By me imprinted, as by it was I. 

No greater fire in Belus' daughter burned, 

Siohseus injuring, and Creuea'B shade, 

Tlian mine, when first my cheek the down betrayed ; 

When Rhodope Demophoon beguiled ; 

Nor yet Alddes, when his bresst disclosed 

The young lole in his heart enclosed. 

Nor yet repent we here, but laugh the time — 

Not (br the sin, no more assaulting soul, 

But for the goodness that provides for alL 

Here we behold it in th' adorning arts, 
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Produoiiig such effects ; the good discern, 

From world abore to world below return. 

But amoe thy restless wiebes still o'erfiow. 

Bear thee along, which in this sphere Epmng np, 

Still to go on seeuLB better than to stop. 

You wish to know, then, who inhabits light 

Tha^ cloee beside me, spurkles like the beam 

Of sun on water of transparent stream. 

Then know, that tranquil Bahab enten here, 

Joined to our order in the rank asagoed ; 

With highest seal, to mark that rank, is signed. 

Up to this heaveo, at which the shadow stops 

Thrown by your world, the first of all the souls 

Triumphant of the crow this sphere unrolls. 

Aud well it suited that the palm should tell, 

Within the bounds of heaven, of yictoiy calm. 

Won by the one and by the other palm ; 

Since once she favoured Joshua's early &me, 

The first-won trophies of the Holy Land, 

That memory of the Pope can scarce command. 

Thy city, too, the plant of him who turned 

Hifl back the first upon his Maker so. 

And from whose envy such a plant did grow, 

Produced aud spread the ill-conditioned flower. 

Which made but wanderers of the sheep and lambs. 

And of the shepherd made a wolf that crams. 

For this the gospel and the doctors great 

Belinquished are ; decretals in their stead 

Are studied, and th<dr ample margin read. 

Intent on this, the Popes and Cardinals 

In thouf^t neV go to visit Nazareth, 
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When Gabriel bia winga once opened hath. 
But yet Ihe Vatican, and parts elect 
In Rome, which were the ancient cemetery 
Of Peter's soldien, Roman soldiery. 
Will soon be free from ehuroh adultery." 



CANTO X. 

BiHOLDiNa theu hia Son, and with the Ioto 
The one the other coustantly puts forth, 
The first and the unutterable Worth, 
Makea what the mind or eye can figure &ur. 
With order auoh that ao observer can 
Perceive, and relieh not the Maker's plan. 
Upraise, then, reader j to the lofty wheels 
Thy riew, direct to that important part 
Aoroea each other where the motions dart : 
Begin to wander through the works on high. 
Of auoh a Master, whose intrinsic love 
Ne'er leaves the worknmiiHhip his hands may prove. 
Behold from thence oblique the curve branch off 
That beaiB the planets in their orbit whirled. 
To meet the call of this deeirlDg world. 
And were the line inflected not on higfa. 
What heavenly influence would perish then. 
And every power be lost to human ken 1 
Or swerving frtim direct, or more or leas, 
Enough below of fkilure would ensue — 
Enough above wotild worldly order rue. 
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PAAADISE. 

Now, reader ! rest upon thy bench, reflect, 

And taste a little of the future joy ; 

To make tliee happy, ehould fatigues annoy, 

I have placed it before tiiee, feed thyself : 

For all my tlioughts must now untwist to bow, 

To search the sutgeot I deeire to know. 

The mighty minister of nature's power — 

Imprints the world with virtue of the heaven. 

And measurefl time from morning until even — 

With tliat same part which we received abov^ 

Combined, waa rolling through the spiral lines. 

Where every hour in fleeter space declines. 

With him was I, unheeding as we climb — 

R^ardless, like a man upon the brink, 

Who finds it coming ere there's time to think. 

And Beatrice, who can so well proceed 

From good to better, witli tliat rapid speed. 

That time itself the action cannot heed, 

How bright, how shining in herself must be ! 

That which waa within the sun, when entered 

Not with colour but with li^t was cinctured I 

For genius, art, experience, I called ; 

Not such my words oould e'er imagined be — 

But yet believed that I desired to see. 

And if our fancies should be left behind 

At such a height, yet marvel would be none. 

For never eye before o'ertopped the sun : 

The fourth family of the Sire on high. 

Who still delights to show His love in one. 

In breathing Spirit and b^otten Son. 

And Beatrice began — " Now should you thank — 
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Return your grateful thanks to th' angela' Sun, 

Who by his grace, thus seen, hath led thee on." 

No mortal heart was ever more alert^ 

With more devotion fall for thauks to God, 

With all its will and all its zeal endowed, 

Ab at those words of here iras I inclined : 

So much was all my love intent on Him, 

That Beatrice oblivion m^ht seem. 

Nor that displeased hw, for at that she smiled, 

Th&t with the splendour of her laughing eyes 

From settled mind divided thoughts arise. 

I saw more living, conquering lightnings shine, 

Around us make themselves a brilliant crown. 

Brilliant to see, but sweeter &r in tone. 

Oft have we seen Latona's daughter thus. 

So cinctured, when the air, impregnate grown, 

BetaisB the thread of which it makes her lone. 

In heavenly courts, &om whence I now return, 

Are many jewels found, too dear and fair 

To leave their kingdom, or to sojourn here : 

Of such the song of those resplendent %ht8 ; 

If winged spirit cannot soar so high, 

The mute must tell thee, and t^e dumb reply : 

Continuing then to sing, those burning suns 

Thrice circled round us, and approached their goal% 

Ijke nearer stais around the stead&st poles ; 

And seemed like ladies not released &om dance. 

Who stay in silence till they catch the notes. 

And the new music to their footsteps floats. 

And ftom within perceived I one commence — 

" When ray of grace from whence true love's inflamed. 
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Bj loTing more, is afterwards proclaimed 

And multiplied, in this illumes so far 

That it conducts tliee to that upper scale, 

Whence he who unka to climb can uever lail ; 

Who from this phial should deny thee wine 

To quench th; thint, like atream conatrained should be 

To seek another outlet than the sea. 

Tou wish to know what plants are these whose flower 

Enwreatha the garland of the lady &ir, 

Who now avails thee in celesdal air. 

From out that sacred flock a lamb was I, 

Once led bj Dominiok, along the path 

Id health and ease, without the swelli^ig wrath. 

The nearest this, that 'a close to my right hand, 

My brother, maater was : Albert this was 

Of Cologne ; Thomas I, of Aquinas : — 

If all the rest you wish to ascertain, 

Let then your ai^t accompany my speech. 

And circle round the wreath within your reach. 

This flamiTig light is isaaing from the smile 

Of Gratiaa ; both the forums are at peace. 

And auch that e'en in Paradise might please. 

The other nearest, who adorns our choir, 

That Peter was who, with the widow's mite. 

Presented holy church he would roquita. 

The fifth light ia the fairest of us all, 

And breathes of such a love, that all the world 

Is foiu to have his destiny unfurled. 

Within there ia a light that 'a ao profound 

With knowledge atored, that, if the truth were known, 

Arose no eeocmd to dispute ita tbrooe, 
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Beedde it view the t^)er's kindling light, 

Who in the flesh could penetrate through all 

The nature, mimetiy angelioaL 

And ID the other leSBer lig^t you trace 

That advocate of Christian temples, he 

Who aided St Augustdne'e ministry. 

And now, if you with eye of mind purmie. 

From U^t to lig^t, the tnun my pruseB take, 

Already will the eighth your wonder wake. 

To see the whole of good within, enjoys 

lliat holy soul, that shows blladous world 

To aU to whom its aooents have been whirled 

The frame, from which 'twss chased, lies low beneath 

In Cieldauro — ^from the martyr's tomb. 

From exile, here it finds a peaceful home. 

See where that other fli^ming dbul aspires. 

Of Iffldore, of Bede, Ricardo — one 

In keen diaomiment who was more than man. 

That one, from whence thy glance returns to me. 

The li^t of spirit was whose ^ling breath 

Bepined at Lngering in the gates of death. 

The eternal li^t of Sigebert you see. 

Once reading, in the littered street of Seine, 

Invidious truths, too piingent, and too keen." 

And then, as etrikee the bell that summons me. 

At hour at which the spouse of God will rise 

With matin vows, her brid^room's sacrifice : 

When one and other part prolong and swell. 

Tin, tin I they sound, with tuneful throat. 

That all the well-disposed will echo note. 

So looked mine eyes upon the glorious wheel 
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That roUa aloug ; and answers voice to voice, 
So tempered, and with eweetnees auoh imbued, 
Mid lasting joj BJone 'tie understood. 



CANTO XI. 

GABS intensntfi thua of mortal moD ! 
How &ult7 sjrtlogiBms to which the; bow, 
Which make them beat th«r wings bo ttr below. 
One followB edicts, apborisme one 

Pulques ; and this the j^eothood strireB to gain ; 
And this to rule by force, and sophisms vain ; 
Another robber; ; civil buaiDeea this ; 
And this, whom oamal, vain delists can please 
Fatigued ; and this abandoned to hia ease^ 
When I, at freedom from these anxious things, 
With Beatnce was raised aloft to heaven, 
And such a glcaious reception given. 
When ever; one was turned again to point 
Of drole in the which he stood before. 
As in the candlestick tiie candle sure ; 
And I perceived, enshrined within that lig^t, 
The one that spoke before, who, wit^ a smile 
That made him more transparent, said the while— 
" As with this ray I set myself on fire, 
Th' et«ma] light r^arding with my eyes, 

1 apprehend thy thoughts, and trace their rise. 
In doubt, thon wouldst I should discern anew. 
In speech more open and extended, Uiat 
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To thy perception it may be more flat. 

Where late I B&id of some ' in health and bum ;' 

And also where ' no second shall arise,' 

And this not lees for some distinction cries. 

The Providenoe that govems all the world. 

With that deep oonnsel that o'eroomea, o'enways. 

Created aspect which the depth surreys. 

That she may seek, and find her own delight, 

The spouse of Him who with loud cry bat^ wed, 

And made her willing with his blessed blood, 

Secure in lore, and faitbfiil more to him. 

His will he makes two principles obey, 

And here and there they serve to guide the way : 

In ardour one was so seraphic all ; 

On earth was one for wisdom found so brigfat. 

And beamed with splendour of oberubic li^L 

I speak of one — die nature of the two 

I find, disooursing of the one atone, 

^noe to one end the works of both go on. 

Between Tupino aud the stream that falls 

From chosen hill, the ohoice of Saint Ubald, 

A fertile stripe hangs from the mountain's hold. 

From when Perugia feels the hot and cold. 

From the sun-gate : lamenting in the rear 

The heavy yoke of Gualdo and Nocere. 

'Twas from that side, and where the sheMng steep 

Is most abrupt, a sun illumed the world, 

Like that whose beam from Qanges is unfrirled ; 

And therefore let not him who speaks of it^ 

Aacem, call it — ^that would leave it short ; 

But Orient be the proper name of port. 
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Nor yet was fiir above his rising hour, 
When earth'a cold breaat at first relenting seems 
To draw some comfort from his heavenly beams. 
For Buoh a lady, 'gainst his fether's will, 
He wooed, to whom, like death, no mortal yet 
In youth and pleaaore had unbarred the gate j 
And then, in presence of the holy court, 
Before his &ther, bound himself to her : 
From day to day he found her lovelier : 
For she was taken from her former spouse — 
A tbonsaod years and more, despised, obscure. 
And, till be came, from every suit secure. 
Nor yet availid that, serene, unmoved. 
That voice bemde Amjclas she could hear, 
At sound of which the world was filled with fear : 
Nor yet availed that oonstancy so firm,. 
When Uaiy stood beside, to mourn her loss, 
That climbed with Jeaoa to the bitter crosa. 
But, not too closely to pursue my way. 
Frauds and Poverty these lovers call. 
And this at laige their style and title all 
TTieir happy concord, and their joyful fiice. 
The love, the marvel, and the sweet regard, 
Had fruit in holy thoim^ta, their due reward. 
With such effect that venerable Bernard 
Unsandalled first, to follow peace ao great — 
To run, tliou^ race seemed tardy to his feeL 
Oh, unknown ridiee t oh, substantial good ! 
.S^idins, then Sylvester, bores his feet 
Behind the bridegroom, if the bride permit 
And then that &tlier, and that master goes, 
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- His lady following, and hia fomily, 
Already oorded with humility. 
Nor did low heart, or weak, depreea hie brow, 
That Pietro 6eniardon« was hia aire. 
And in despite that mortals abould admire ; 
But royally his rough and hard intent^ 
To Innocent disclosing, to reveal, 
And gain firom him hia order'a primal seal. 
And when th' impoverished race increased and grew. 
Behind his steps whose wondrous life were sung 
With better gloiy in celestial throng. 
With aecond crown endowed hia holy wish 
Honoriue gave, and throng the Spirit breathed, 
And round tbeir pastor's brows their virtues wreathed. 
And when from tiiirst of martyrdom, he stood 
In presence of the Sultan, he proclaimed 
His Saviour Christ, and all his fbllowers named. 
And wheu he found conversion was but crude 
Amid that race, he turned, and not in vain. 
To find its fruit upon Italia's plain. 
On the bare rock, between the Amo and 
Teveme, with Christ's last seal the saint impressed — 
Hie aged limba two years the wounds caressed. 
And be who destined him to so much good, 
Was pleased to take his follower on h^h. 
To find the crown he sought for in the sky. 
And to his brothers he, as to his heirs, 
Hia lady recommended, then most dear — 
Chaiged them in fiuth to love and to revere ; 
And fixtm her bosom wished that soul abould go — 
That fiunouB soul returning to its rest, 
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Nor wiabed for other bier to bear his breast 
Who thiok'st thou now was worthy to embark 
Partner with Petfir, and to keep hia course 
In the deep eea, against the tempest's force I 
And sudi an one otir Patriarch waa, and he 
Who follows b; the rule his order gave 
Will find bim frei^ted with a cargo brave. 
The love of wages and new viands' taste, 
Hath made them hunger, that they wander wide ; 
Nor can they in their native walks abide : 
And still remoter as the flocks may stray. 
And wander wider from the shepherd's care, 
The fold receives them void of milk and bare. 
There are, indeed, of those who mischief fear. 
And to their shepherd ding ; but these so few, 
A little stuff th«r mantles would renew. 
Now, if my words are not too weak to reach — 
If thou hast marked them with attention all, 
And that which I have said your mind recall. 
In part thy wish will be content ere long : 
For thou shalt see the plant from which th^ split; 
And see the discipline that needs must fit — 
' How fair is health without the pride of life.' " 



CANTO XII. 

Soo5 as the blessed flame had raised for speech 
Its latest word, 'twos then the sacred mill 
B^an around its measured c«b to wheel ; 
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But had not jet rerolved entirely round, 
Before another circle that enclosed. 
Motion to motion, song to song opposed — 
Song that o'ereomea as &r our Muaes' strain, 
Out STrens* singing, with melodious throats. 
As the bright ra; the &iiitest hue that floats. 
Sach to the sight are, through the tender cloud. 
Two arches parallol, with colours like, 
When Juno's accents Iris' ears can strike, 
And when the outer 's bom from that within, 
(Thus Echo, voiceless, melted like tlie mist. 
For her fair lover robbed her of her rest) 
And now the gazers, with prophetic awe, 
Behold the corenant Ood with Noah made, 
Of world no more to waters all betrayed- 
ThuB sempiternal roses had festooned 
Their double garland round, on ereiy side ; 
And thus the outer with the inner vied. 
When reel of three, festivity so great, 
The songs responsive, and the flaming band. 
Light answering light, and joyful, and bland, 
Even at a word, and at the instant stilled, 
(Just as the eyes are moved, at one desire 
Are quenched together, and renew thwc fire ;) 
I^m out the heart of one of novel lights 
A voioe there came, attiacUve to tiie ear, 
That made me turn like needle to the star. 
Began — " The love that makes me beautifiil 
Now leads me to discourse of other guide, 
With whom such good report of mine has vied. 
'TIS meet where one that there should otlier be : 
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Since in one eeirice both of them unite, 

So blended should their glory shine aright. 

And Christ's battalions, whom it cost oo dear 

To arm anew, behind the ensign moved 

With slow auspicious etepe, in ranks reproved, 

When that Ruler, vrfio for erer is on high, 

Provided for his force, in hazard then. 

By grace alone, and not desert of men. 

As has been said, his spouse he succoured here, 

With champions two, whose deeds, whose words, should moke 

Hia wandering people to repentance take. 

Where on the Continent arises first 

Sweet zephyr, to disclose the new-sprung leaveB 

Whidi Europe for her vernal robe receives; 

Not very fitr from whrae the billows dash, 

Beyond whose swell, fh>m bis impetuous course. 

The sun at times is wont to hide his force. 

Sits Callaroga, fiur and fortunate, 

Beoeatli protection of the mighty shield 

In which the subject hon fills the field. 

Within that spot wsa bom the lover true 

Of Christian ^th, the saint, the wrestler strong— 

Whose love to friends, whose dread to foes belong. 

And as when first create he was replete 

With living virtue, and the graces' bloom, 

A prophet almost from his mother's womb. 

And when the eponsal rites were made complete 

At sacred fount, betwixt himself and &ith, 

And mutual safety was the pledge till deatl). 

The lady who would promise in his name. 

To her in sleep a wondrous fruit appears. 
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That was from turn to issue, and his heire. 

And that he mi^t be as he was in Booth, 

From that the Spirit moved her him to name. 

With some posseeuve of his Ltai the sama 

Dominic the; called bim, of whom I speak 

As of a fellow-labourer with Christ — 

For garden chosen, to his service prest 

Well might he seem a messenger and friend 

Of hia'l for unreeerving love embraced 

The first of lessons ever given by Christ 

Whom silent oft, upon the earth reclined. 

His none retuming found, when she mi^t miss. 

As if he murmured — ' I am come for this.' 

happy &ther ! and Felice called ; 

mother gncious 1 and Giovanna named — 

If Orace interpreted, as it is &med. 

Not for the world, for which tbe; sweat and moil 

Where Ostiense leads, and Thaddeus calls, 

Bat for the manna Ih>m tlie heaven which &1Ib, 

Great doctor be in little time became ; 

And set himself to go the vineyard round, 

That blanches &st if no vine-dresser 's found. 

And from that seat (no more, as once, benign 

To feed the blameless poor — ^its own fiuilt not. 

But hia who has the seat, and wrongly got) 

No dispensaldon twice or thrice he craved, 

Nor fbrtune sought of vacant benefice, 

Nor tenths, that mi^t for God's own poor suffice ; 

But freedom 'gainst an erring world to fight 

In favour of the seed from which have sprang 

The four-and-twenl; plants of which we've sung. 
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Tbaa with his doc^ne and his leal combined 

With apoetoUo office moved in course, 

Like torrent iwning from a lofty eource ; 

And struck upon heretic etems so hard. 

The lively shock appeared the force to meet, 

And stronger grew as was resistance great. 

From him have dlTerse rivuletfi been ta'en, 

The garden Catholic to wator well. 

And make the branches give a pleasant smelL 

If mch one wheel of chariot was burned. 

In which the holy church was fortified, 

And conquered in the plun on every side, 

Well might the other manifestly show 

Its exeellenoe, which Thomas Aquinas, 

Before I came, to tell so courteous was. 

And now the orbit which the highest part 

Of its circumference made, desertion sees, 

And mould has gathered on the vintage leea. 

His &mily, once wont to move direct 

Their footsteps in his track, has turned so fer, 

Retreating now where forward once before. 

And soon will it behold the harreBt come 

Of evil crop, when once the unhappy tores 

Lament the loss of what their neighbour shares. 

I do not doubt that he who, leaf by leaf, 

Should search our voltime, yet might find a page. 

With ' Such am I as was the fbrmer age.' 

Not Gasale snch, nor Aqoasparta's rule — 

By them who handle e'er its wntten text, 

By one drawn closer, and by one relaxed. 

Buonaventora's life I am, and come 
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From Bagnor^o; who, in office great. 

To no Bmister end e'er turned mj feet 

lUuminato and Agostin here, 

The first of the hare-footed and the poor. 

Who found God's fiiendahip in the cord endure : 

Ugo da Sanvittore here ; with him 

la Pietro Mangiadore ; aad from Spun, 

Hetro, with twelve volumes in his trun ; 

Natihui the prophet j Metropolitan 

Chrjaostom ; and Anselmo ; and Donato, 

To iniant arts who put hJa hand with awe. 

Rubano's here ; and, shining at my ude, 

Calabria's abbot, GioTaochino standa, 

Prophetio spirit as faia dower commands. 

To emiilate the fame of worthy peer, 

Moved brilliant courtesy of Thomaa meet, 

The Latin ardour and the words discreet, 

And moved with me this company to greet" 



CANTO xrii. 

L^ him imagine, who would understand, 
"Hiat which I saw, (and all its power retain. 
While yet I speak, like rook that may remain) 
Fifteen Btors, that^ in their varying bound, 
Observe the heaven in all its blue serene. 
And conquer every track of ur that 's seen : 
Imagine then the chariot in the breast 



itv Google 



PARADISE. 

Of heaven, and, visible both night and day, 

WLioh wheels around the axle in ite way : 

Imagine, too, the staia at mouth of horn, 

Commencing at Qie point that 's near the pole, 

Bound whloh the wheel appears the first to roll. 

Had made themselvefl two signs in all in heaven — 

Ab Ariadne, Minoe' daughter, mad^ 

When the oold chill of death her heart o'erswayed ; 

And one within the other held its rays. 

Revolving each to different point around. 

One motion from, one to the right was found : 

And he shall have, as 'twere, the shadow thos 

Of oonateUation true of double dance. 

In two directions round the point at once ; 

For from our usage it is so remote. 

That not Chiana, in its motion dull, 

Is more unlike the swiftest heavens Hiat roU. 

Nor Bacchus there, nor Fnan is 't they dng : 

Three Persons in one nature, all divine, 

And one where that and human both combine. 

Revolved they, sang they, filled their measures all — 

The saored lights attending on us there. 

And happier made by eveiy courteous care. 

And then, amid according beings, brolce 

The silence light by which the tale was told. 

The wondrous life of man of God unrolled ; 

And said — " When once one ear of com is thrashed. 

And when the grain' s already in the bam. 

Love bids me try to beat out other com. 

Thou knoVst that in the breast, whence rib was ta'en 

To form the lovely cheek, whoae palate vile 
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Once cost the world itself and all ita smile ; 

And in the breast which was pierced through by apear. 

Before and after satiBfaction made, 

All Bins o'erbalanced which our nature swayed : 

Whatever light in human nature 'b found, 

Or can be there, must all hare been inbred 

By hearenly worth, which one and other made. 

And should you wonder at my words above. 

When telling that no second was supposed 

In good that in the tiflh li^t was enclosed. 

lUne eyee now open to reply I pve, 

And then my words and thy belief at Luge, 

Meet in the truth, like centre in the targe. 

Both that which dies, and that which cannot die. 

Are nothing but the splendour of the tbou^t 

By the eternal Love at first b^ot ; 

The vivid light that issues from the flame. 

Which ne'er can part, nor ever disunite 

From him, nor from the love that's tripartite. 

His goodness makes it radiate more combined, 

Mirrored, as 'twere, in substancee afresh, 

And ever one — and no mutation wish. 

From thence descending to their limits last, 

From act to act becoming low and lower, 

Till bnef contingencies comprise its power. 

By these contingencies I understand 

Things generated, which the seeds produce, 

Or, without seed, the rolling heavens for use. 

Their clay and His creating plastic hand 

Are not at one, and hence the ideal sign 

Has more or less of impress that 's divine ; 
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And hence it happens in the aelf-same tree, 

A second Bpecies— wone, or better fruit ; 

And dialing genius, thna your birth to suit ; 

Else bad the clay been be&t«ti out too fine, 

And heaven's ooustraimng influence supreme, 

The seal complete in everything would seem : 

But nature ever in the largeness fwls, 

Like artJet at his work expmenced — still 

Hie trembling hand wiU rob the work of skilL 

And thus if fervid love at first dispoee 

The priBtine virtue, in its prospect clear. 

Then all perfection may be looked for here. 

So formed was once, and digniiied the earth, 

And each perfection animal obeyed. 

And thus the Virgin after pregnant made; , 

And BO that thy opinion I commend, 

Ho more that human nature can disclose 

Itself as once it did in both of those. 

And now, should I advance no further on, 

' Then tell me how he never had a peer 3 ' 

Your words mig^t thus, at least, address mine ear. 

That it appear, appears not now at all. 

Think who he was, the motive of his prayer, 

(When told to ask,) and find his wishes there. 

I have not spoken, that yon should not see 

The royal one, who made request for sense. 

That he might be sufficient king from thence ; 

Nor yet to ask of eesences above. 

Who move the sf^ere ; nor if neoeesity 

Can be itself though with contingency ; 

Nor yet to bthom what first motion was ; 
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Or if triangle, from mid circle made, 

Without rectangle could be over had. 

Wherefore, know that I tell t^ee ; and this note, 

The regal prudence and th' unequalled sight, 

At which intent must strive to strike aright ; 

If to the Bisen you direct your eyes, 

You Boon will see it hath respect alone 

To kings, which are many — good almost nona 

With this distinction, you may take my words ; 

This may agree vrith what you think aright 

Of Sire j and of all nations ' The Delight' 

Let this henceforth be lead unto thy feet, 

To make thee move slow, like a weary man. 

Both to the Tea and Nay, as far 'b you can : 

For he among the fools is low enough. 

Without distiuctioi), who affirms, denies. 

Where one and where the other question lies. 

It happens, t«o, that oftentimes incline 

Opinions current to the falser ade. 

And intellect is by affection tied. 

How much in vain he parted from the shore ! 

For he will not return as he Bet out, 

Who angles for the truth, and skiU has not. 

Of this the proo& are open io the worid : 

Parmenides, Melisso, Bresso, more. 

Who went, and yet they knew not to what shore. 

So did Sabellio, Anus, and those fools, 

The Scripture scimitars, the mirrors bright, 

Beflecting wrong, distorting what was right 

Let not the people be too swift to judge, 

Like one who looks upon the springing blade, 
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Afl if the hiuTest were already made. 

For I have Been, the whole of winter long. 

The thorn look rude and rough, and bare at top. 

And after show the rose's reddening cup ; 

And seen tbe bark, already swift direct 

Aoroes the sea, in all its jonmey's way. 

Perish at last when entering in the bay. 

Let not Nun Bertha and Saint Martin try. 

Seeing one ofi^, and another steal, 

The counsel ortheheavenfrom that to tell: 

For this may rise again, and tiiat may fiUl." 



CANTO XIV. 

Fboh centre to the circle, and cnrole 

To the centre, moves water round the vase. 

Just as percussion inward, outward, sways. 

A sudden thought there came into my mind, 

That which I say, as soon as accenta cease. 

Of glorious life of Thomas Aqninas. 

From that aiinilitude which then arose 

Betwixt his speech and that of Beatrice, 

Who began, and, pleased, renewal triea — 

" Some channel make, although he should not teD, 

Neither by voice nor yet by any thought, 

The way to other truth to reach the root 

Tell him if yet the tight, which blooms around 

Your substance, shall unwavering dwell with you, 

Etetnally as now no changee rue : 

2B 
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When onoa reformed and rinble ye are ; 

Or will not nioli the senae of seeing mart " 

Aa when they're struck with greater joy, and drawn 

Along at moment when they thread the round, 

They nhout aloud, and with new spirit bound ; 

Thus at that prayer, all promptly and devout. 

The sacred drolee beamed with joy anew. 

And turned with ^Addened note, and met the view : 

He that laments because that here we die, 

To live in yonder sphere, ne'er saw such hour. 

Nor teit Hie freshness of th' eternal shower. 

Him, on^ and two, and three, who ever hvefl, 

Se^:ns ever in the three, and two, and one — 

Boundless himml^ and hounding erery one ! 

Three timee was sung by every Epiiit there : 

With such melodious voice they all took part, 

Enough to recompense a high desert 

And then I heard, from out more heavenly li^t 

Of leaser circle, issue modest voice. 

Like that the angel's once to Uary was ; 

And it replied — " Long as the festal day 

Of Paradise, so long our love shatl last. 

And radiate round the kingly wedding vest ; 

Its clearness such as is its ardour bri^t ; 

Its ardour as the vision ; that so great 

As gracd it has above its native state. 

When with the glorious and holy fieeh 

We're clothed upon, and yet more gracious then. 

Because a robe that's so entire for men : 

And thus enlarging, as the gift of Him, 

Qratuitous of lights the good supreme, — 
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Li^t which enables us to aee hie beam : 

And hence it eeeme that Tiaion must increaee, 

Tlie ardour grow which is inflamed by that, 

And grow the ray which b produced from it. 

But as the carbon, which gives out the flame. 

Shines with a living and surpaamng white, 

That its appearance vindicates its right, 

So shall this splendour which surrounds us now. 

Be conquered by the appearance of Uie flesh, 

Thongfa now all coverod with the earth Qiat'e fresh. 

Nor BhaU such light be able to o'erpower 

Our orgfiaa then, which will be made so strong 

For all that can delight us well and long." 

So sudden they appeared to me, and quick. 

And one and other choir to say " Amen," 

Their dead bodies seemed to wish again ; 

Not for themselves— perchance their mothers dear. 

Their bthers, and each other much-loved name. 

Before th^r change to sempiternal flame. 

And lo ! around appeared a bri^ter clear. 

Bom from tbe li^t already in tlie sky. 

As, when th' horizon's hues with morning vie, — 

As when the earliest hour of evening's out. 

Across the heaven new things begin t' appear. 

So that they seem, and now are soaroely clear i 

Before me thus new substances begin 

T appear ; a wider cirole to disclose. 

Beyond tlie two of lesser orbit rose. 

real sparkling of the breath of heaven ! 

What sudden and what candid lustre shone 

Upon mine eyee, which with the nght were gone ! 
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But Beatrice bo beautifiil had emiled, 

That mid the other lights that one alone 

Escaped pni^t, and left my sight unknown ; 

Their yirtue here had reaaaumed mine eyes, 

And lifted up mpelf — tnituilated, saw. 

With Beatrice, to loftier peace with awa 

I well perceiTed diat I waa riaen higher 

By glowing smile that ahone withia the stor. 

Which seemed to me of redder lustre far. 

With all mj heart, and with that language tongue, 

To Qod I offered saorifioe and praise, 

Such aa belonged to such a novel grace. 

And from my breast was not esbaueted yet 

The ardour of the sacrifioe J knew, 

AuspimouB and accepted as it flew. 

With such a radiance, and a reddening die ; 

Apparent ^lendour of two rays within — 

" God of Sabaoth ! how thy garments shine I ' 

As from the larger leaser lights distinct, 

Between the poles of world the Milky Way — 

T* ezjdore whose whiteness many wise essay — 

In constellation, in the deptb profound 

Of Uars, those rays the Tenerable sign, 

Whidi makes four quadrants all ooi^oin in one. 

Here memory's conqnerad by my genius' power ; 

For in that radiant cross was shining Christ, 

And no example for the sign sufficed. 

He who takes up his cross, and follows Christ, 

Will now excuse me if the ^m I've missed, 

When glimmering in the dawn he looks on Christ 

From horn to horn, between the top and base. 
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PARADISE. 

llie lights were moving, BcintiUatiiig Btrong 
Id their co^junctioii, as the; pasaed along. 
Tbva may we see, direct and twisted throng, 
And Hwift and elow, and almost baffling eight, 
Minute mdeonhe, both abort and atraight, 
Athwart the raj whose glittering edging laoed, 
So oft the shadow which in art'e defence 
The people place, and harveet skill from thenoe. 
And as Uie harp and viol, touched in tune 
Wifh muiT chords, "*" m^ke a pleasuit chime. 
E'en to the ear which cannot note the time ; 
. So from the lights that oroesed my gazing eyes 
There gathered o'er the cross melodious song. 
That rapt me then, and baffled knowledge long. 
Yet could I mark it was of lofty praise ; 
"Arise" and "Conquer" to my ears there came, 
As one who hean, but cannot mark the same. 
But eo enamoured with the strains I heard, 
Until that moment never aught retains 
Hy mind a prisoner in such pleasant chains. 
My speech, perchance, too hardy my appear. 
If one regard but Uioee deli^tfiil eyes, 
To look on which would all desire suffice. 
But if adverting that those living seals 
Each beauty heighten as they rise more hig^ — 
Nor yet to them had I advanced mine eye — 
He may excuse th' accusing charge I make 
For my ezcusey and wish to say what's true : 
That high delight has here escaped our view — 
lite clearer still the higher that we flew. 
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THE VISION OF DANTE. 



CANTO XV. 



Benign good-will, iu which is found dissolved 

That love fbr ever which directly breathes. 

As in the bad cupidity still seethee^ 

To silence put the music of the lyre, 

And wrapped the sacred chords in ipiiet's laws, - 

Which the right hand of heaven unwinds and draws. 

And how shoidd they be deaf to jasUce' call — 

These substances, which wished to give me will 

To pray, and, that I might, kept silence still t 

And well may he lament, and find no end. 

Who, for the love of what is not to last, 

Can lose that love which sticks for ever fest 

As through the tranquil and the pure serene. 

Careers a moment such a meteor far. 

Attracting eyes before at reet that were — 

And might appear a star that shifted place, 

But that the quarter whenoe it was inflamed 

Has lost no light, and th&t no new is clamed — 

So from the horn that on the dexter bends, 

A star ran down to }cAn the feet of cross, 

Whose constellation living lights engross ; 

Tet from its ribbon not a gem was gone : 

Bat through the radiant band athwart it hailed, 

And seemed like fire in alabaster veiled. 

So more and more stretched forth Anchiaes' form, 

(If faith be due unto the mi^ty muse,) 

When in Elysian fields his son he views : 
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" blood of mine I exceeding over all 
Abundant grace of Ood J to thee, e'en twice^ 
HeaTen's gate right open on ite hingoB flies !" 
So spake this light, and so I tamed to him. 
And tlien bent back mine eyes to lady ther»— 
On every mde I looked with stupid air. 
Within her eyee' bright fire there played a smile 
So Bweet, I thought that I had reached the well 
Whence grace itself and Paradise, distiL 
nien, pleasant to the ear and to the Bi|^t, 
The Spirit added to the formn sound 
Things that I knew not, they were so profound. 
Nor yet from choice were they obscured to me. 
But through neoeeaity — his high conceit 
Be^nd their mark, and lew for mortals meet. 
And when aSection'e ardent bow its string 
Relaxed, that speech descended to the plain, 
niat human int«lleot might mark again. 
The first thing then was understood by me : 
" O blessed be thou I blessed Three in One 1 
Thyself so gracious to my seed hast shown." 
Then followed — " Grateful hunger, long to me 
Of the great volume searching to the root, 
Whose page, or white or brown, is nercr mute. 
Thou hast removed, my son 1 witliin this light 
In which I speak to thee : thanks to her care. 
Whose plumes have clad thee for the upper air. 
Thou think'at thy thoughts are open unto me. 
From Him that's first, as numbers, in ovr creed. 
Must, if we think, from nait^ proceed ; 
And therefore why aakest not who am 1, 
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And whj I seem more joyous unto thee, 

Hum any otlier of thii oompany. 

Toa think the truth : the lesser and the gieat, 

Within this lite, upon th&t mirror look. 

Where, e'en before ;ou think, your thou^ta we brook. 

Bat that the sacred loye in which I watoh. 

With oeaaelees gase, which makes me long for more^ 

With sweet desire, ita blessing may restore, 

firen with thy voice, secure, and bold, and gay, 

lliy wishes utter ; sound thy whole desire — 

To wbioh the answer comes that you require." 

I turned to Beatrice, who heard my thou^t 

Before I spoke, and smiled a sweet assent — 

Which gave new wings to make my will content 

So I begac — " Afiection, wisdom, find 

The first equally they had in you, 

Which in one measura ereiy one can view : 

And since the son illumines both, and bums 

With heat and light, whii^ so much equal are, 

Hut e'en simUitude's more distant fiir. 

But then the will, the means, in mortals are — 

For reasons clear and maci&st to you — 

Not fledged alike for soaring out of view : 

Hence inequality a mortal feels. 

I canned as I would, return the while 

A filial greeting to paternal smile ! 

But liTing topas I let me ask of thee, 

WhoH jewelled thus with such a precious gem, 

Tc make me happy with your mentioned name t" 

" leaf of mine I in irbom I take delight. 

Expected \oag, I am thy native root :" 
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So be bewail to grtuit my purposed suit. 

And added — " He from whom thy surname comes. 

And who a hundred yean and more around 

'Hie mountain, and its oomioe' border, wound. 

My eon was he, and was thy great-grandsire ; 

And well it suits that bis prolonged fatigue 

Hon shonldat abridge with thy works, and their league. 

Florence, within her circle old antdque. 

Which calls her stJll at hour of three aod noon, 

Remained in peaoe, chaste, sober as the moon : 

No bracelet, nor no coronet, bad she ; 

Nor ladies' omaments, nor ciucturee therey 

To look at, rather than the person &ir. 

The birth of daughter yet caused no alarm 

To &ther, lest the age aiid dower should mount, 

On either side, beyond a just account. 

No houses empty of the femily — 

No Sardanapalus yet had joined the throng, 

To show what in a ohamber can be done. 

Nor Montemalo conquered was as yet. 

By TTcoellatojo vanquished, whose descent 

Shall one day conquer, like its first ascent 

I saw Bellinmon Berti walk attired 

In buf^ with clasp of bone — the mirror leave 

His lady, nor with blush the eye deceive : 

And saw the sons of Nerli, Veochio, each 

In jwkins reu^ — content oould not relax ; 

The ladies at the distaff and the flax. 

people fortunate ! and each one sure 

Of his own sepulture ; no widowed wife. 

For France deserted, ted a lonely life. 
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One watohed the oradle throu^ the wakeflil night, 

ConBoling used the old and Belf-«ame phrase 

That hushed their &ther'B, mother's, earlj days : 

The other drew the long locks from the reel, 

And told her fionil; the ancient taJea, 

Where Troy, and Fesole, and Rome prevails. 

A Cian^ella, Lupo Salterello, 

Had then been held a marvel and a &me, 

As Cincinnatus or Cornelia's name. 

In BO composed and such s sober state, 

So lived the citizens ; and foithfol, true, 

The city's shelter where the people grew. 

There Mary gave me, when invoked aloud. 

In old baptistery, the light I saw, 

Both Christian was and Cacciaguida ; 

My brotheiB — Moronto, Eliseo. 

My lady came from valley of the Po, 

And henoe thy surname, Alighieri, know. 

I followed then the Emperor Conrad, 

Who girt me after with the knightly sword — 

To such s rank was raised as his reword. 

To follow him I went agiunst that law 

Of wickedneee, your shepherd's &nlt, has raised 

That people who usurp your rights and wast«. 

And there was I, by that degenerate race, 

Released, unloosed from this &Uacions world. 

Whose love has many a soul to vilenefn irtiirled ; 

And thus to martyrdom and peace was hurled." 
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CANTO XVI. 

POOB nobilit; of blood of ours I 

Thou makeet the people gloiy upon earth, 
Where ea^^ affection has a languid birth : 

1 caimot marvel, ihen, that in that olime 
Where appetite Ib never drawn aside — 
In heaven, I Bay, I gloty in thy tide. 

What art thou but a oloak that's shortened soon 9 

Unless thy limits lengthened day to day, 

Time with his sheais will clip thee aU away. 

With " You," which Rome first auSered in her speech — 

Althotigh not long oontinuing in the mode — 

ISj words I recommenced, punued the road. 

And Beatrice, who was a space apart^ 

Smiled to encourage me ; 'twas like that cough, 

To tell Qinevra it was not enough. 

" You are my fether," I began ; " you give 

Ue boldness to speak out my mind to t^ee : 

You raise me higher, in my uigenc^. 

So many a channel swells my heart with joy. 

So full tlie mind with overflowing cheer, 

Althoi^h it will not burst, but still will bear. 

Tell me, beloved stem from whence I spring I 

What ancestors were yours, and what the years 

That marked your boyhood 'mid your young compeers : 

And tell me, too, of San Giovanni's fold — 

In what condition then, and who was great — 

And who was worthy of a higher seat" 
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So may, reriTing, feel the breath of wiad, 

The oharoool in the flame resplendent ahine, 

Ab light to hear these blaodiahments of mine. 

And as it grew still fkirer in my eyes. 

So with a voice more gentle, and more sweet, 

But not in that same modem tongue to greet, 

It aaid — " From that same day, of " Ave I " cried 

In childbirth, by my mother, now a saint, 

Of me when lightened, and her sad complaint, 

Ita lion, towards five hundred, fifty, 

And thirty times, had this revolving star 

Come to rekindle from its journey for. 

My ancestors and I were bom in place 

Where fint is reached the fourth and last remove 

By him who comes your annual race to prove. 

Enou^ of my fbrefothers to impart : 

And who they were, and whenoe they came to this, 

Lees honoured were to mention than to min : 

But all who then were fit to carry arms, 

Betwixt Mars' statue and Baptistery near. 

Were but a fifth of those who now are here. 

The city's blood, now blended and confused 

With Campi, and Cestaldo, and Fi^iine, 

In the last artisan unmixed was seen. 

Oh how much better they were neighbours still. 

The race of whom I speak — such boundaries thine, 

Galluzzo to Trespiano your confine — 

Than to have within, than t' endure the stench 

Aguglione's peasant, and of Sigua's hind, 

Whose eye is sharpened, not to law-suits blind ! 

Had but of world the most degenerate race 
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Not proved a stfipdame to her Ciesar'B line, 
But been like mother to her child benigD, 
Such one and Florendse had traffic changed 
To Simifbnte'B bower, there to remain, 
Where onoe his gnuidnre went in quest of gain : 
Still were Uontomurlo in the Conti's bands ; 
The Gerchi in Acone's parish bound ; 
Buondelmonti in Valdigrieve found; 
Confiiaon of degrees has ever been 
Of ill, in dty, both the root and source, 
As oft the food the body's ills will nurse : 
And more precipitous the bUnd bull falls 
Than the blind lamb ; and oft a single sword, 
Whoee edge cuts more and better than a horde. 
Luni's r^ard, and Urbisaglia's walls, 
How fellen the; are 1 and in their train how go 
Chiusi's, Sinigaglia's, sinking low t 
To hear how race and lineage are undone, 
Let that appear to thee no marvel strong, 
Since cities thus can terminate ere long. 
All things 70u have, have each the seal of death 
As well aa yon : it lies concealed in some. 
So long things last — so rapid is jour doom. 
And as the rolling of the sphere of moon 
Covers, discovers, shores in ceaseless play, 
Tie thus with Florence fortune has her way. 
It ought not, then, t' appear a wondrous thing 
Of the high Florentines to teU thee so, 
Whose fiune by time is hid, that few can know. 
I saw the U^ii, Catellini saw, 
Filippi, Gred, Ormauni, Alberichi, 
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TUuBtriouB in the tAty, Btoop from hi^ ; 

Saw them as great as they won andent, with 

Him of Sannella, aod of Area be, 

Soldanieri, Arding^ Boetichi 

And o'er the gate, that 's almost crushed Lieneoth 

New felony — a load of such a wei^t. 

That soon will make the shipwreok of the atate — 

The Ravigoani, from whence deaoended 

The Count of Ouido, and whatever name 

From high BeUincion can deduce its &me. 

Then he of Preeea could pereeiva the way 

Of government : aUll Galigaio ahowa 

The gilded hilt and pommel, in his houae : 

The column, argent azure, still was great ; 

Sacchetti, Giouchi, St&nti, Baruoci, came. 

And Galli, and they who redden at the name 

Of bushel ; and the branch from whencd were bom 

Calfucci still was great ; and to the chair, 

Siai, Arigucci, welcomed were. 

How great they were I saw, who were undone 

By pride I The golden bullet then suoceeds. 

When Florence flourished in her mighty deeda 

Such were the sirea of those who, when your church 

Was empty, entered to repose in that. 

At consistoiy atanding who grew &t 

That OTcrweenii^ race, like dragon fierce, 

To him who flies, to him who abowa Ilia teeth, 

Or purae-like to a gentle l&mb will breathe, 

Was riBing then from small and little folk ; 

Ubertino Donato could not please. 

Though near by marriage^ to be nearer these. 



itv Google 



PARADUE. 3EK 

Already Caponsaoco had come down 

From Fiesole to market, enteriiig where 

CUuda, Infaogato, respected were. 

A thing incredible I tell, yet true : 

Into the little circle entered gate, 

Whooe name was borrowed from the Pera's state. 

And each who bore the fiiir emblazoned shield 

Of the great Baron, (him whose name and worth 

Saint Thomas' festival to light brings forth,) 

Held fief of him, and privilege enjoyed j 

With people now will one hia flag unAirl, 

And yet his shield be charged with bordure Orla 

He Oualterotti, Importuni, hved : 

And far more quiet still would Borgo be, 

From newer neighbours were it only free. 

The house from which your bitter tears have sprung, 

Throu^ juflt disdain, which brought you to yoiir end, 

Made life too happy to the grave descend. 

Was honoured then with its consorted friends. 

O Buondehnonti ! why ao ill to fiy 

Thy nuptial bonds, and other comforts try 1 

Many a soul were joyful now, that 's sad, 

If Ood had given thee to the Ema'a stream. 

The first time to the dty that you cama 

It suited weU the mutilated stone 

Which guards the bridge, where hapless Florence made 

The victim fiJI, vhen peace has never stayed. 

With these, and other people such as these, 

Florence I saw in snofa assured propose. 

Without a cause for any tear that flows : 

With such a race I saw both glorious 



itv Google 



400 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

And jiut Iier people walk — the lilies ne'er 
Bevened hung down npon a hoetdle spear. 
Nor from domsetio feud Termilion were." 



CANTO XVII. 

LiKX him who to Clymene oame to find 

Out that which he had heard against him thrown, 

"nuron^ whioh the nreB to aone have ohary grown, 

Such one wae I ; and such to be perceived 

By Beatrice, and b; Uie holy lights 

Who, for my sake, before had changed hie aite. 

Heno^ said my lady — " Bid the flame oome forth 

Of tliy desire, that it may issue out, 

Well stamped, and free troia all internal doubt : 

Hot tliat our knowledge needs from yours to grow. 

So that you dare to tell the thirst you feel, 

That one may mix when one comes to reveaL" 

" O plants beloved of mind 1 that aoarest high, 

And aee'st, as earthly minds distdnguisb clear, 

In triangle one alone obtuse appear, 

So dost thou see contingencies emerge, 

Ere yet they are, when gaidng at the point 

To which all times are preaeut, we can count. 

While yet, with Tirgil compaoying, I strayed 

Across and o'er the mount that purifies. 

And visited the land of death and sighs. 

Were told to me, and of mj fitture life, 
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Sad words, although I feel myself. Heaven knows ! 

Well squared and manned for every wind that blows ; 

And therefore, were my will content to know 

The nature of the lot awaits me now. 

The arrow tbat 's foreseen will oome more slow." 

So said I to the brilliant light itself, 

Which spoke to me at Beatrice' request, 

And made my will to it moat manifesL 

Nor yet in strain by which the fooUsh world 

Was catight with guile, before as yet was slain 

The Lamb of Qod, removing every stain ; 

But in the otearest words, and LatiD pure, 

Replied the spirit of parent^ love, 

Encloeed transparent in ite smile above — 

" Contingency beyond the tablets here 

Of your material world which ne'er extends, 

But in tb' eternal edght reflected ends ; 

But not from tbenoe neceaedty proceeds, 

Unless by m^t in which 'tis mirrored clear 

The ship rolls down the stream to disappear. 

And hence, aa to the listening ear arrives, 

From out of organ, gentle harmony. 

Came to my sight the time prepared for thee. 

As when Hippolytus from Atiiens went, 

Chased by stepmother's spite and perfidy, 

So needs must thou from Florence sever thee. 

Tia this they wish, and this already seek; 

This will be done by them ere time grows old, 

Where Christ the Saviour evety day is sold. 

The blame will &11 upon the injured nde. 

In cry as wont ; hut vengeance will betide, 

Ze 
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And prove the trath of what it mfty divide. 

And eflch deli^tfiil object thoa shalt leave — 

The dearest one; and thie the arrov shot 

From exile's bow the first, though bitterest not. 

To prove as wdl how bitter is the bread 

At others' hands, to olimb the steps bow hard, 

And to descend by other's staircase barred. 

And that which will thy ahoulderB most weigh down — 

The vile, the aenselea company in all, 

With which thou wilt into this valley folL 

Ungrateful each, and foolish, impious. 

And ranked against thee : thy resentment bush — 

Upon their temples time will raise the blush, 

Their conduct their brutality will show ; 

And thus for thee it will be praise enou^ 

To have ta'eu thy part, and to have stood aloo£ 

Thy first refuge, with host thy first retreat. 

Shall be the courtesy of great Lombard, 

Who on the ladder bean the sacred bird ; 

Who shall behold thee with such kind regard. 

That of to aak, to grant, betwixt the two 

That shall be first which later oomes to view. 

With him thoa shalt behold that one imprest 

At birth so strongly with the Lombard star. 

His deeds will be acknowledged near and fiir. 

But him as yet the nations have not maiked 

From new-spmng age, whoee circling wheels have mo 

Bat nine times round him iunce they first begun. 

But ere the Gaacon Henry shall deceive, 

Some sparkles from bis virtue shall recoil, 

Careless of money or of ceaseless moil ; 
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And his maguifioences then be known 

So well, that none will venture to reliite, 

And e'en the tongue of enemies be mute. 

Look thou to hint, bis benefits expect — 

Transmuting with bis power a numeroua raoe, 

And causing rich and poor to change their place. 

And thou shall bear 't inscribed upon thy mind 

Of him, but tell it not : " and told me things 

Whioh Bcoroe belief e'en to the present brings. 

And added then — " My son, the secrets these ; 

But all that 's hidj that we cannot reveal, 

A few brief years will serve thee to unseal ; 

But let not envy on thy neighbours seize : 

Thy life in future years a goal shall see 

Beyond the punishment of perfidy." 

When by its silenoe finished work bad shown, 

That spirit sacred, of the warp and woof 

Of web, whioh I at first had stretched enou^ 

Commenced I then, like one in doubt, who fiiin 

Would hear the counsel of the one he loves, 

Desires directly what his mind approves. 

" How well 1 see, my bther dear 1 how time 

Spurs on to reach me ere it give the blow, 

That &Us the heaviest on the head that 's low. 

Tia well that Providence E&ould arm me then, 

If place is taken that I hold most dear, 

I lose not others by my rhymes severe. 

Already through the world of endless woe ; 

And tiirougb tbe mountain from whose summit fitir 

My lady's eyes bad raised me throng the air; 

And after, through the heaven, from light to light, 
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Have I Been that whidi, if I toll a^a, 

Distaste trill give lo many, bitter pain : 

If to die truth a timid friend I prove, 

I fear to lose my life among the raoe 

Who this will, one day, oall the andent days." 

The lif^t, in which the treasure that I found 

Was smiling, made itself fiist ahining bright 

As in a golden miiror, ray of light ; 

Then he replied — " A oonscdence that is dimmed. 

Either firom self or from another's shame. 

Will feel thy words still ruder than thy name. 

But ne'ertiielea^ when all deoeit 'h removed, 

Uake the whole vision manifest and clear ; 

Leave him who feels the eore to wince for iear. 

Thy voice will be vexatious — needs must be — 

At the first taste ; but, with digestive power, 

True vital nutriment for aAer hour. 

This C17 of thine will issue like the wind. 

That strikes the summits loftiest of all ; 

And this of honour ai^gument not small. 

Hence have been shown, in qiheree on mountain side, 

And in the valley peopled with regret. 

The souls of those whose &me can flooriah yet 

How can the mind of him who hears believe. 

Or fix upon example that is hid — 

Whose very root has long been lost and gone — 

Or au^t beside that is not seen and known !" 
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CANTO XVIII. 

Amd now he jc^fid but mn^y in his word, 

That blessed spirit ; and I tasted mine — 

To blend the sweet with bitter I incline. 

That lady Bud, who led me to my God, 

" Now change, for other thoughts to peace belong ; 

I 'm near to Him who lightens every wrong." 

I turned me to the amorous lovely sound 

Of my loved oomfbrt^-at the moment saw 

Such love in eyes for silence' self to draw : 

Not that my words occasion a distnut ; 

But for my mind, that oannot soar so &r 

AboT^ nnlass another guide it tiiere. 

But of that moment thus much may I say, 

That when I looked on her afiectdon free, 

From every other wish was liberty, 

Until the eternal pleasure, that direct 

With rays on Beatrice' &ir countenance shone. 

In second sspeot fell on me alone. 

And conqoering with the tight of a sweet smile, 

" Tom Uiee and listen," she to me replies ; 

" Not in mine eyes is surely Paradise." 

As Bometiinee in the countenanoe you see 

Afibotdon marked, when it has grown bo great, 

That the whole soul is occupied with it — 

Tbns in the flaming splendour of that light 

To which I tnmid, th' expression set 

Was wish to talk with me a little yet 
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Sbe said — " On this fifth restiiig-plAce of tree — 

VHiioh fivm the top alone the life receives. 

Bears fruit for ever, never losee leaves — 

Are blessed spirits, which below, before 

The; came to heaven, were once of mighty voice. 

That every muse had hailed, and bid rejoice. 

But now behold the horns upon the <nYwa, 

For he whom now I name will do the act 

I've seen the lightning in the cloud enact." 

I saw along the cross a light was drawn, 

And naming Joshui^ as that might do, 

And, ere the word was spoken, met the view. 

And, at the name of lofty Maccabee, 

I saw another rolling round, that flew ; 

And gladness was the whip that spun it through. 

And signs of Charlemagne, Orlando too, 

My eager eyesight in its prospect views. 

As eye its falcon on the fli^t pursues. 

And then athwart Guglielmo, Iticardo, 

And Duke Goflredi, throu^ my vimon throw, 

Within that cross, and Robert Ouisoardo. 

Moving 'mong other lights,' and ming^ug, saw 

The soul of him who spoke to me before — - 

Among the songs of heaven an artist sure. 

I turned me to my right side to behold, 

To read, in Beatrice my duty writ, 

In words or outward sign to picture it. 

I saw her eyes so very clear and pure, 

So pleasant, that it seemed the oount'nance on't 

Surpassed the others, and its usual wont : 

And as, when conscious of a new delight 
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In doing good, which day to day renews 

Th' increasing virtue thus the mind rOTJews, 

So could I Bee of my progression there, 

Together witii the heaveo, tii' inoreaang ark— 

As mintde more beautiAil I mark. 

Such LB th« change the Inief passage time 

Across bii Udy's &oe the countenance made, 

When it unloads the blush you latfl surveyed ; 

Such in mine eyes, when I bad risen so &r, 

The tempered whiteness of the brilliant star, 

The sixth which now eadosod us with its ber. 

I Baw within that star of Jupiter, 

lite sparkling of a love remuning long, 

That signalled to my eyet our language' tongue. 

As birds arising from the river fly, 

Congratulating thus their pastures new. 

Now round their ranks, now lengthened, met the view, 

Twas thus within their li^ta the saintly glow 

And ung ; and, turning as they wheel, 

Compose the figures D, or I, or L. 

At first in song were moving to their notes; 

Resolving into one, they move along ; 

Then checked a little, and forbore their song. 

O Pegasean Muse ! that genius makest 

Both glorious, and giveet it length of days, 

As they with thee their dties^ kingdoms raise, 

Illustrate with thyself tiiat I may raise 

The figures that imsgination brings : 

lliy power declare in verses that she sings. 

Displayed then, first, in five tunes seven in all. 

Vowels and consonants for me to view. 
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And parted bo, and oharaotered thua true. 

Diliffite Jiutitiam was firet, 

Id word and name was all depicted clear ; 

Qui judioatit Urrara then was near ; 

And ofterwarda, in M of word tfae fifUi, 

Stood to their rank^ bo that you mi^t behold 

The Btar appear of Bilver lined with gold. 

And I beheld the other lights deeoend 

Where was the summit of the M, and stay, 

And sing, I think, the good that leads the waj. 

As, at the shaking of the burning torch, 

Arise innumerable sparks of fire, 

(From whence the foolish auguries acquire,) 

Appeared from thence to rise a thousand lights, 

And climb — the one the more, the other lees. 

As laws of sun whidi kindles them expreas. 

And each subnding in its proper place, 

The head and neck of eagle to aafore, 

I saw distinctly pictured in the fire. 

He never had a guide who painted there. 

Himself the Guide hj memory expressed. 

The virtue fiuhioning the form of nest 

The other blessid, who appeared content, 

At first, to be in lilies o'er the H-^ 

With motion slow the bird attracted them. 

lovely star I what like, how great the gems, 

Whieh diow our justice borrowed all its taste 

From heaven itself whose ceiling thou iolay'st I 

Wh^efor^ I pray th' originating Mind, 

From whence your motion and your virtue oomee, 

To mark the smoke that o'er thy radiance fumee ; 
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So tliat onoe more again He may go forth 
To thoee who in the temple buy and sell, 
Though built b; martyrdom and miracle. 
heaven's militia, which I contemplate ! 
Entreat for them who still are on the earth — 
All gone astray, like children from their birth. 
Ere this was war conducted with the swords ; 
But now by taking here, now taking there, 
lite bread which heaven deniee to do one's prayer. 
And thou I that wnl«st but to cancel, think 
How Paul and Peter for the vineyard fell, 
Which thou hast spoiled, and yet are hving still. 
Well may you say — " To coin I 've chained denre — 
To bim who wished to spend his years alone, 
But for the dacoing steps his bead was gone : 
Tliat fisherman nor Paul to me are known." 



CANTO XIX. 

Before me there appeared, with outstretched wings, 

Th' image beautiful, whoae fruition sweet 

Made glad the crowding spirits as they meet 

Appeared a little ruby, and in it 

A nm-ray abon^ with splendour bo intense. 

It oame refracted to my eyee fi\>m tbenoe. 

And not long after, what I had to dnw 

Ne'er uttered voice, nor could the ink write down, 

Nor yet imagination e'er haa known. 
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For I both beard and saw the beak discourse ; 
And in its voice I heard both I and Mine, 
When We and Outb had answered to the sign. 
And it oonunenoed — " For being pious, just, 
Exalted here am I to glory such, 
That leaves no Buther room for wish or speech ; 
And left on earth my memoiy to remain, 
So finished, that the race of evil men 
Must praise the virtue they cannot attain." 
In many coals, where but one heat ia found. 
So, Erom the many loves in image shrined. 
There issued but one sound to reach the mind : 
Whence I approached them — " perpetual flowers 
Of everlasting joy 1 which make me feel, 
Singly, Uie odours which you all reveal ; 
Dissolve, thus breathing, th' enduring fast, 
Which long has held me in its gnawing chaiu, 
Who find no food on earth that I can gain. 
If other realm in heaven there be, I know, 
Which heavenly justice can its mirror make. 
Of that without a veil may you partake. 
You see with what attention I prepare 
To listen ; and you see the eager doubt 
Which long haa held me in its keen pursuit" 
As looks the &loon, isBuing from the hood. 
And moves the head, applauding with the winga^ 
His longing shows, and into beauty aprings ; 
Such was the semblance of that sign of j»«ise, 
Where all the tissue was of heavenly grace. 
With songs, such as oelestial tongue oonvers, 
He then b^;an — " He who his oompass stretehed 
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To the world's utmost bound, and wrou^t within 

So much that 'a secret, and so much that 'a plain, 

Ckiuld not the uniTerse impress so fair. 

With image of his worth, that Word should less 

Display to all its infinite excess. 

And this is certain, that the first superb 

Of every creature, who himself the sum, 

From not expecting lights fell downward home ; 

And henc^ it seems, that eveiy minor soul 

Is poor receptacle for good alone, 

Wliich knows no end nor measure but its own. 

And hence our sight, which needs must be a ray. 

Descending &om the Mind of which we tell — 

That Mind of which creation all is full — 

In its own nature is devoid of power 

So much, its origin it cannot see. 

Although it reach to Him who cause must be. 

For in the eternal Justice Uiat we know. 

The light your lower world from this receives, 

As eye the ocean in its width perceives ; 

Which, though it see the bottom at the shore. 

Beholds it not at sea, but sees its bound. 

And cannot reach the depth that is profound. 

Li^t cannot be that comes not &om serene 

That's never daahed ; all else is but the dark, 

Shadow fr^m fieeh, of poisou but the mark. 

Aud thus you see unclosed the lurking cloud 

That hid the living justice from your eyes, 

Of which such frequent question would arise ; 

For Budst thou, ' On the Indtis one b bom, 

And on its banks there can be no discourse 
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Of Christ — who writes or reads of him perforce. 

All his intentioDa and hia acts are good, 

Ab far as human reason can discern ; 

Sinless in life, in speech, at eveiy turn, 

He dies, though unbaptised and void of faith. 

Now, is this justice which condemns him, then 1 

Where is his &iult who never said amen V 

And who art thou who sittest in the chair. 

To judge &r off, from many thouaand miles, 

Whose weakened eyesight but a span b^uiles ) 

To him who reasons subtily thus with me. 

If SOTipture were not over to decide. 

No marvel if some doubt to this were tied. 

Terrestrial animals I and souls of dust I 

The will original itself ia good, 

Has from itself ne'er moved, but firmly stood. 

Whate'er is oonsonant to it is good ; 

No good created will from it withdraw, 

From whioh it radiat«s, as by native law." 

As o'er her neet, when she has fed her youn^ 

The stork is seen to turn herself to raise, 

When the fed young ones on their mother gaze ; 

Just so I did ; and so its eyebrows raised 

The blessed image, while it moved its wings, 

And o'er such oounsels in suspense it hanga. 

Pursuing routa, it sang — " Even as my notes 

To thee who hear'st, but canst not understand, 

Such is th' eternal judgment to your hand." 

And then they followed on those burning fires 

Of Holy Spirit, still within the dgn 

To which the Romans made the world incline. 
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It recommenced — " This kingdom ne'er received 

A oUmbing soul, iinleea it looked to Christ, 

Before or eince the nails had him transfixed. 

But, mark ! many a one shall call ' Christ, Christ,' 

Who, in the judgment, shall be &r lees near 

Thau thoee who never chanced his name to hear. 

Such Christiaji Ethiopia will condemn, 

When part the two for ever to endure — 

The one eternal rich, the other poor. 

What shall the Peraans to your monarcha say. 

When they shall see that volume in the light, 

In which is written evety sore despite I 

There shall be seen, amJd Alberto's works, 

That deed which soon shall move the writer's pen, 

When royal Prague 's a desert unto men. 

And there the wicked work he wrought on Seine, 

Who fiJmfied the coin — his death who found 

Beneath the tusk of wild hoar on the ground : 

There shall be seen the pride that marks the bound. 

Which makes the Scottish, and the English fool 

Impatient keep their border and their rule. 

And there the luxury, and the Uving soft. 

Of him of Spain, and that Bohemian's laws 

Who never knew nor cared what virtue was. 

The Halter of Jerusalem thoult see — 

A unit marks his goodness' utmost line, 

TiM H for million vioee will define. 

The avarioe, cowardice, thoult see. 

Of him who guards Trinacria's isle of fire, 

Where old Anohises' steps at last retire. 

And yet to show how less than small be is. 
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Tte lettera should be shorter than ia wout, 

Id little apace, and noting much upon 't 

To each and eveiy one, the deeds whi<di soil 

His unde'B and hie brother's, who could frame 

So great a nation, and two crowns, to Bham& 

He of Portugal, he of Norway there, 

Shall well be known ; and he of Bassia's line, 

Awaying ill Vinegia's current coin. 

happy Hungary ! if thou feelest not 

Th' oppresaor's rein ; and blest wert thou, NaTorrel 

Should mountains gird thee from iavaoiTe war. 

Of which ought each to think an earnest sure, 

Nicosia's, Fomagoeta'e groanings heard, 

With sad lamenting for their wild beast stirred. 

Who keepeth equal paoe with all the rest." 



CANTO XX. 

When he who every part of world illiunae, 
Our faemisphere descended, disappeared. 
And day on ereiy mde away was cleared, 
The heaven, the sun before with beams inflamed, 
Shone suddenly — its epJendnurs reas&umed. 
With many lights, in which but one illumed. 
And this, the act of heaven, came to ray mind, 
When the world's signal, of ita leader's will. 
Was Bilent in the blessM beak, and still : 
For ao it was that all the vivid lights 
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Grew brighter in their raja, began tbeir songs, 
My memory's &uled leaf no more prolongs. 
Sweet Love I thyeelf that mantlest in the smile, 
How ardent didst thou look 'mid sparkles bri^t^ 
Whose spirit was derived from thoughts of light 
And when the rare and lucid little stones, 
Vniich gemmed the lustre of the sixth around, 
Had stilled their music of angelic sound. 
It seemed to me I heard a river foil, 
Descending, ripple dear, from stone to stone, 
And make th' abundance of its summit known : 
And as the sound floats at the neck of lyre, 
Anumes its form, and ventage that is mute 
Can shape the wind, which penetrates the flute ; 
Thus through the chinks, and lingering in delay. 
That murmur of the eagle rose above, 
Up through the neck, as through a hollow groove ; 
Hien made itself a voice, and issued thence 
Along the beak, and in the form of words, 
Such as the heart expected which records. 
" The part in me which sees, endures the sun, 
In mOTtal eaglee," it was so I heard, 
" Now needs must you attentively regard ; 
For of the fires from whence my figure comes, 
Those whenoe the eye in head its sparkles seuda, 
The highest nmk of all on them descends. 
And be who shines through pupil in the midst. 
The Holy Spirit's songster's name his own — 
Was he who bore the ark from town to town : 
And now he knows the merit of his song, 
With Triiat a&otion breathed the purposed tooe, 
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From that reward dut now attends his own. 

Of fire that formed to me the eyebrow's arch, 

He to the beak, of all, the nearest one, 

Consoled the widow for her parted son i 

Now knowB he well how dear it coats the soul, 

That will not follow Christ, whom yean requite 

Of pleasant life — and of ita opposite. 

And he who follows in the compassed round, 

Of whom I apeak, across supernal aroh. 

Of death, by true repentance, stopped the march .- 

Now knows he tliat th' eternal justice stands — 

Ib not transmuted — thon^^ prevailing prayer 

To-morrow make of present day the heir. 

Ilie one who follows, with the laws and me, 

With good intention, but with evil &uit, 

To help tlie pastor took a Qrecian root : 

Now knows be bow the mischief that 's deduced 

From his good deed can bring no hurt to him, 

Althoag^ the world with rain it bedim. 

And him you see beneath declining arch 

Was William once, whom now that land deplores 

Which weepe for Charles' and Frederick's living hours: 

Enamoured now he knows is heaven itself 

Of the just king ; and see ! his countenance shows 

The living lightning which &om thence o'erflows. 

Who would have thought, in wand'ring world below. 

The Trojan Ripbeus graced the shining round. 

And fifth among the sacred lights was found t 

Now knows he what the world con never know, 

Nor yet discern — of grace that is divine — 

Though to its depths he thinks not to attain." 
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So will the omted lark in air expand 

In Bong at first, to edlence then asBent, 

With t^e full aweetuesB of the last content ; 

And such to me the image of the print 

Th' eternal pleasore forma, at whose desire 

Can each created thing its shape acquire. 

And yet, although to doubt my mind was bent, 

Like glass to colour which has given its hue, 

My silence waited not the subject to pursue ; 

But in my mouth the words — " What things are these 1" 

Pressed with constraining force ; and then saw I 

Signs of resplendent, great hilarity. 

Theu, nearer as it came, the kiudling eye 

Of blessed ngn replied to me &om thence, 

To keep me not admiring in suspense : 

" I see that thou believest because I told, 

But can'st not apprehend the things I said ; 

Although believed, from contemplation hid : 

Tou seem like one who knows a thing by ntune ; 

But cannot thus its quality discern. 

Unless another to the subject turn. 

The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence. 

When ardent love and living hope can tower. 

The will divine itself to overpower : 

Not in the guise that man can conquer man, 

But conquers it because it would be won — 

Vanquished vanquishes benignantly in one. 

The fiiBt life in the eyebrow, and the fifth, 

Will make thee marvel ; for thou seest in them 

The re^on of the angels in their stem. 

They issued from their bodies, you believe, 

2d 
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CbriHtians, not Gontilee, but confirmed in trust 

Of croas to be, and thia of croas that's past ; 

For from the Inferno, one, whence none returns, 

At good-wiU'e call came back to find his bones : 

Such are the pair that living hope rejoins. 

That lively hope that all ita power put out, 

In prayers it made to God to mise him up. 

So strong importunate it reached the cup. 

The glorious soul, of which I speak to thee. 

Returned to flesh, a briefer sojourn made — 

Believed in him who gives essential aid. 

Behef grew warmer, kindled into fire 

Of real love, that, from the second death. 

Amid these living joys be gained his breath. 

The other, from &e grace that's so profound, 

It welb from fountain deep, where mortal eye 

The bubbling spring could never yet descry, 

Placed all his love below on what was rig^t — 

And hence, from grace to grace God showed to him, 

And to his eye, Reflemptiou yet to come ; 

Whence he believed in it, nor Buffered more 

The filth of Paganism his soul t' asperse. 

But taxed the uationa with their ways perverse. 

Thoee ladies three, baptismal sponsois were, 

You see now stationed at the ri^t-hand wheel — 

More than a thousand years before its seal. 

How fiir Predestination's roots remote. 

From out the ken or aspect of the mind 

To the First Cause, which is in part but blind ! 

Be you, ye mortals, chary how ye judge : 

For we who see the God who is perfect, 
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Know not as jBt the number of elect, 
And yet rejoice in our diminiahed light ■ 
Now IB our good to good like this refined. 
And to Hia will our wiahea all inclined." 
And thus it was, from image so divine. 
To dear Uie dimncBB on my ai^t which liea, 
Was medidne sweet imported for my eyee. 
And as on singer good good player waits. 
And follow bids ribntion of the chord, 
So swells the song more pleasure to aSbrd. 
While thus it spake, I can remember now 
The two blest lights salute again mine ejrea, 
In concord beaming, tuneful in surprise, 
And at each word the Uttle flames arise. 



CANTO XXi, 

Albbady had mine eye returned to &oe 

Of lady mine ; and, with mine eyes, my soul 

From ev^ other turned to her control 

And yet she smiled not — eaid, " Were I to smile, 

Soon would thy kindling frame begin to bum, 

And, like to Semele's, to ashes turn. 

My beauty thus, when mountang up the stain 

Of th' eternal palace, is inflamed the more 

The more it olimbe, as you have seen before : 

And the untonpered splendour would be such. 

Your mortal power no feeling oould retnm. 
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But shrivel like the leaf the Ughtnii^ bum ; 
For to the Beventh Bpleodour we have FiBen, 
Beneath the lion's bright and burning mane 
It radiates, mingled with ita mighty florae. 
Nov let your mind pursue the track of eyes. 
And make them, mirrors to the figured form 
Which in this mirror will be imaged warm." 
He who can fimcy what it was to feed 
Uy sight upon her heavraily countenanoe, may, 
When to another core I turned away, 
Conceive how grateful was the task to me 
To pay obedience to celestial guide — 
The counterpoise of one with other mde. 
Within the crystal which still bears the name. 
Encircling world, of leader onoe so dear. 
Beneath whose happy sway was nau^t to fear. 
Colour of gold on which a sun-ray &11b, 
I saw a ladder, then, erected high, 
So &r, my eyesight followed not to spy. 
On its descending steps I saw come down 
So many splendours, that I thoi^ht that all 
That was in heaven appeared from thence to &1L 
And, as &om habit, native and inborn. 
The rooks assemble at the break of day, 
Uove their chill featheis into warmer play. 
While some set out at onoe, not to return ; 
Others returning still to whence they flew ; 
And others wheeling round the rookery pursue : 
Such was the &ahion in the which appeared 
The dancing lustre of those lights to trip ; 
And thue to strike upon the appointed step. 
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And one that nearer ma restrained its flight, 
And made itself bo dear, in thought I scud, 
" I see love signalled in the path you tread." 
But ahe, from whom I looked for how and why 
To speak or to be silent, atill was there, 
And hence I questioned not agtunst deeire ; 
And she, who saw mj silenoe, when ahe looked 
To Him who looks himself atone on all, 
Bid me unfold my wish and fervid will 
Tlien I b^an — " No merit of my own 
Can make me fit to urge you to reply, 
But let me ask for hers who bade me try : 
happy qjirit I though so closely bid 
Within the happineea that is thine own, 
Tell me the cause why you approaoh to one ; 
And irtiy is silent in the upper wheel 
The symphony of Paradise, we hear 
Devoutly echoing through each other sphere I" 
" Hie mortal ear you have as well aa sight : 
You see the reason why the song ia mute. 
Ho answering smile of Beatrice to snit. 
Already down the steps of ladder great 
So far I've come to greet thee with my Toioe, 
And wHli the li^t in wbiofa I may r^oice. 
It was uot added love that made me quick : 
More love, how much the more, ia Rowing there. 
The flaming evidence may well appear ; 
But charity sublime makes servants here 
So do the will of Him who rules from high ; 
And Huch my charge, as you can well espy." 
" W^ can I see," replied I, " sacred lamp I 
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How free-bom love witfain this happy court 

Ktemal Frovidence can follow abort ; 

But tiiifl appears mora difficult to bob, 

Why thou predestinated wert long gone 

To tliiB among companione — thou altaiel" 

I had not reached the last word of my apeeob, 

When of itB middle it a centre made, 

Aud motion like a rapid wheel obejed. 

The loTe then answeced that was ahrined within : 

" The heavenly light oomes down ua to a point, 

And penetrates through this in which I moimt ; 

Its virtue, with my eenae of mg^t combined. 

Lifts me so fiir above myself I see 

The highest of created things that be ; 

And hence the eheerfulnen in which I flame. 

Because my vision, when 'tis clear, partakes 

Of that transparent blaze the heavenly makes. 

But even the spirit in the heaven most clear, 

The seraphim, who looks on Ood most high, 

He Iby demand could never satisfy ; 

Because so &r beyond, in the abyss 

Of law eternal, one request 's enough. 

From each created eye it is cut off. 

When you return again to mortal world, 

Report thou this, that none henceforth presume 

To seek a sign without a footstep room. 

The mind, which beams abov^ is dnll in each : 

Conmder, then, can it accomplish there 

That which it could not in the heavenly sphere." 

Such silence by his words prescribed to me, 

I left the question, and myself confined 
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To ask, but humblj, who it was enBhrined. 

" Between two shorea of Italy the rocks arise, 

And not fhr difitant from thy country's bound — 

So high the thunder 's scarcely heard to sound — 

And form a cliff which has Catria's name. 

Beneath the which a hermitage there lies, 

Once set apart to angle sacrifice." 

Twas thiia he recommenced his third discourae ; 

And then, continuing be said — " And there, 

To service of my God so firm in prayer, 

My food was simply but the olive's juice — 

With that I lightly passed the heats and colds ; 

While thought contemplative in peace unfolds. 

That cloister once was wont to send these heavens 

No acantj harvest ; but 'tis empty now. 

And soon that emptiness will all allow. 

In that place Pier Damiano I ; 

And Peter sinner saw me once before 

Our lady's house upon the Adrian shore. 

Bnt little of my life remained behind. 

When I was asked, and dragged the hat to wear. 

Where each from bad to worse vacates the chair. 

First Cephas came ; of Holy Spirit then 

The Teasel great ; both lean and barefoot sway. 

And took their food at every hostelry. 

Now do they want, on this mde and on that, 

These modem shepherds, oth^ stay and guide 

To help them, lest they fiill on either mde : 

Their paJfries cover with their mantles long, 

So that two beasts are covered with one skin — 

O patience I couldst thou such as this sustain." 



itv Google 



424 THE VISION OF DAHTB. 

At sound of tliia I saw more little flamee 
From ladder step to step descend, and wheel. 
And every circle beauty new reveal. 
Around thia one they came and closed their ranks i 
And then they uttered auoh a lofty sound, 
That nothing hke it in the world is found : 
Tb' o'erpowering thunder hid it from my mind. 



CANTO XXII. 



a with stupor, to my guide I turned. 
Like little one, should anjrthing betide. 
Ever to where he can the moet confide : 
And she, hke mother succouring her son. 
When pale and breathleea in imagined pains, 
With voice alone which eveiy good contains ; 
And said — " Know you not, then, that you're in heaven J 
And know you not that heaven is holy atill. 
And that done there ia done with true good-will t 
How had the song transformed thee, and my smiley 
Ton may imagine, since the noise of shout 
Haa moved Uiy mind to such confusing doubt ; 
In which, hadst thou discovered but their prayer^ 
Already had the vengeance too been known. 
Which thou shalt see before thy days are done. 
The sword above is not in haste to cut. 
Nor yet delays — unless till he appear, 
Who now expects it in desire or fear. 
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But turn thee towards another, and thoult see 

Illustrious spirits that may please thj si^t, 

I^ as I tell thee, thou behold aright" 

Just as she pleased directed I mine eyes, 

And saw a. hundred spheres, which, blending, grew 

Embellished as their union met the view 

I stood tike oue repressing in himself 

The point of wish ; attempts not to demand, 

If overmuoh of fear restnun his hand. 

The larger and the more resplendent pearl 

Among them came, as if to thought att«nt^ 

To meet my wishes and to ^ve content 

I heard them from within—" If thou couldst see. 

Like mo, the charity which in us bums, 

Conceiving thought would give its due returns ; 

But not to wait expectant at the gate 

Of lofty view, I will thine eyes reward. 

As far, at first, as may thy thoughts regard. 

That mountain ridge on which Cassino Ues 

Was once frequented, on its summit high, 

By faititless race of evil augury ; 

And I am he who there conveyed above. 

And first, the name of Him who brought to earth 

The truth, which gives sublimit; to worth. 

And such a grace was kindled round my steps, 

That I withdrew the towns, which round unfurled, 

From impious worship which seduced the world. 

And all the other fires contemplative 

Were men enkindled by enlivening flame, 

From which the flowers and sacred fruitage came. 

Here is Macarius — Bomoaldo here — 
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And here my brethren who reatrained their feet 

Within their cloister, and their courage great" 

And I to him — " The great affection which you show 

When you oonverae with me, and countenance good. 

In all your ardours which I see renewed. 

Hath Bo dilated my confiding trust — 

Just es the rose is wont, whose opening flower 

Expands ss &r as it possessetb power — 

Wherefore I pray, and thou, my father, grant, 

If to Buch grace and fovour I attain, 

That I may see your image when 'tis pliun." 

And then he said — " My brother ! your desire 

Will be accomplished in the latest sphere. 

The rest, as weU as mine, completed there — 

For there is ripe, and perfect, and entire ; 

Each wish we form in that alone is seen. 

And there remuns where it lias ever been. 

It has not found its place — no bound divides — 

Nor climbs the ladder to the utmost height, 

Whra^, wrapped in distance, it eludes the si^t 

In fine, above, the patriarch Jacob saw 

It stretching, till it reached the highest round, 

To where with angels laden it was found. 

But now, to climb it, not a step departs 

From earth ; my rule itself untouohed remains, 

And still without a cause the pages stains : 

The walla, which once were built for abbey great, 

Are now converted into dens ; the cowls 

Are sacks, whence but a third-rate meal unrolls. 

But grievous usury mounts not up so h^h. 

Against the will of God, as dotli that iVuit 
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Whence folly In monastic hearta takes root ; 

For all that ever yet the church could guard, 

Is for that raoe who ask it of their Ood, 

And not for kindred, or for purpose proud. 

The fieeh of mortals bo attractive grown. 

That good banning ita duration knows 

From the oak's birth until the acom grows. 

Peter began with silver none, nor gold ; 

And I began with prayers and with fast ; 

S^t Francis, with humility's fair caet 

And if you look to starting point of each. 

And then r^;ard the point to which 't haa grown. 

You soon will see the whit« has changed to brown. 

The Jordan, well we know, was driven back ; 

When the sea fled, more wonderfiil to see, 

Than e'en God's succouring arm, though hers, would be." 

So said he first, and then he turned him round 

To meet hia college, and his coll^ staid ; 

Then, like the whirlwind, all at once obeyed. 

Motioned sweet lady with a sign to go 

Behind that train, and up that ladder high ; 

And her mgn conquered all reluctancy : 

And ne'er ascended or descended one 

That more of nature's readiness could bring. 

Or power to match the sweeping of my wing. 

So, reader ! may I yet retiuTi to meet 

Devotion's triumph, which o'erclouda my rest, 

For iriiich I weep my sins, and beat my breast. 

You had not drawn your finger from the fire 

Nor put it in, so quick s^ I beheld 

The sign next Taurus, which my figure held. 
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gloriona stare ! and thou, impr^imt« li^bt 
Of loftf virtue I whence I recognise, 

Such ae it is, m; geniiu there that lies ; 
With you arooe — ^with you there set in night — 
The source and parent of all living ! where 
At first my youth inhaled the Tuscan air. 
And after, when the grace was given to me 
To enter on the lofty wheel above. 
Tour r^on was the one through which I move. 
To thee devoutly now my soul aspires 
For strength and virtue, with the which to run 
To the hard trial which attracts me on. 
" So near the last the sole resource art then," 
So Beatrice began, " the tune 'twiU suit 
To have thine eyes both cloudless and acute. 
And now, before thou shalt involve thee more, 
Look down and see the circling world arise. 
How br beneath our Gset the prospect lies ; 
So that thy heart, all pleasant and serene. 
May meet the crowd triumphal that draws nigh. 
Whose joy re^oboea throu^ the vault on high." 
With &Ge I turned, and through as many spheres 
As seven I looked ; this little globe I saw. 
So small, that smiling filled the place of awe. 
And his opinion I ^prove the most. 
Who holds it least ; another who regards, 

1 must believe, deserves stdU more rewards. 
I saw Latona's daughter in a flame 
Without the shadow, which my erring sense 
Had lately made th' effect of rare and dense ; 
The aspect of Hyperion's son endtu^ ; 
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And Baw, in near approach, the circling wheel 
Where Uaia and Dione orbs rereaL 
From thence appeared to me the temperate star 
Of Jupiter, betwixt his aire and eon, 
And all the changes of that brilliant one. 
And all the seven displayed their forms to me : 
How great they arc — wilh what a rapid course — 
The magnitude, the distance, and the force ! 
The small entangling net we tread ao fierce. 
As I was rolling with the eternal Twina, 
Appeared from sestuariee to mounttuns. 
And then to lovely eyes mine eyes returned. 



CANTO XXIII. 

As aits the bird within the wiahed-for leftves, 

Upon the nest of her delightfld brood. 

All through the ui^t, when nothing can be viewed. 

To see the longed-for aspects of her young. 

And find the food to feed their wonta withal, 

In which her labours are refreshing toil; 

Antioipates the time on open branch, 

With warm afibction, thus expects the ann. 

Fixed in r^;arding till the birth of dawn : 

So stood my lady in her form erect. 

Attentive turned to quarter of the aky 

Where seema the aun with lees of haste to fly : 

So that, beholding her auapenae and doubt, 

Like one I grew who feels a new desire, 
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Whom otiier thoughts and wiahea new inspire. 

But littlo was the space betwixt the two 

I had to wait, I say, to see the beavea 

Enli^tened more, and brighter oleanteea given. 

And Beatrice — " See," she said, " the crowding ranks 

Of triumph of our Lord, and all the fruit 

Which tbeee revoMng spheres to heaven have brought ! ' 

It happened that her &oe eo bright and &ir 

Became, h^ eyes' deep spring so fall of joy, 

I'd better pass than into light deploy. 

Ab in the full moons, tliat appear serene, 

On high she smiles amid th' eternal tdgns. 

Her sisters fair, to whom her path inclines, 

I saw, outahiaing e'en a thousand lamps, 

A sun which flamed above in briUiance wide. 

Such aa our sun to loftier looks supplied ; 

And, through the living light, the substance glowed 

With such clear radiance on the astonished si^t, 

Sense could not brook, nor eyes support the light 

Beatrice I thou sweet and precious guide I 

She sud to me — " The virtue that o'erpowers 

Is such, against it no reaistauce towen. 

Here is the Wisdom, and the conquering Power 

The ways which opened 'twist the earth and heaven 

To man, desiring which, at length were given." 

As fire, engendered from the cloud unsealed, 

Dilates and flies, re&sing all constraint 

Against its nature, to the earth, when rent ; 

Twas tbna my mind, amid continued feast, 

Orew greater, issued from itaelf at large — 

Bat what it did the memory cannot charge. 
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" Open tiiine eyes, behold me as I am : 

Thou bast beheld the things which gave, erewhile, 

The power to nature to Buatain my smile." 

I was as one who feels his genius teem 

Would lead foi^tten viaons to his mind, 

Attempts in vain, and finds his memoiy blind : 

When firet I heard the proffered gifl of worth 

Of so much grace unquenched, for aye to last 

Within the book which serrea t' enBhrine the past. 

Resounding not, though all the severtd tongues 

Fair Polyhymnia and her sistera fed 

With sweetest milk, to &tten them instead. 

Could aid me to the thousandth part of truth ; 

Nor could my song refieot the blessM smile 

Or pureneee of her aspect, void of guile. 

And thus to try to shadow Paradise, 

The poem consecrate must tiy to bound. 

Like one who comes to bterrupted ground. 

But he who thinks on the o'erpowering weight. 

And mortal shoulder which suBtains the load. 

Blames not the man who trembles in the road. 

No pasage this for little bark to try. 

Which leads the waves to meet our venturous prow, 

Nor steersman sparing of himself enow. 

" Why should my face enamour thee so far, 

That you retom not to the garden &ir, 

Which "neath the rays of Christ is blooming there I 

There is the rose, in which the Word divine 

Incarnate came ; and there the lilies grow. 

The way of life whoee odour lets us know." 

Thus Beatrice. And, to her counsels prompt. 

Again I turned, to meet the damling rays. 
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To battle with my eyebrowB' feeble gaze. 
Ab to bright ray of sun, translucent, through 
A broken cloud, a flowery meadow liee, 
While underneath the shade repose mine oyee ; 
So saw I more and more of aplendours rise. 
On which bright thunderbolts threw burning ray^ 
Although the lightaing's source I could not trace. 
excellence benign I in them impressed, 
Thyself exalting to enlarge the room 
Of feeble eyes, as yet eclipsed by gloom ; 
The name of flower bo &ir I still invoke, 
Both mom and eve, ooncentred, might inspire 
My Boul to dwell upon the greater fire. 
And as the awakening sight the form depicts, 
The quality, and magnitude of star — 
Which conquers there, once here surpassing &r — 
On entering heaven, a flambeau severed feU, 
And formed a circlet like unto a orown, 
Encinctured, girt it in its prc^iress down. 
Whatever melody on earth is sweet, 
Attracts the most the spirit te itself 
Might seem harsh thunder on its cloudy shel^ 
Compared to sound of that entrancing lyre^ 
Which crowned the beauteous sapphire of the sky, 
Which with the heavens of purest sapphire vie. 
" I am angelic Love, who circle round 
The joy sublime that issued from the womb, 
Which was of our desire the lodging, home 
Around thee, heavenly lady 1 will I wheel, 
Whilst thou wilt follow Son of thine ; and where 
The sphere is higher, when thou enterest there." 
Such was the melody which circled round. 
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So aealod — then each heavenly, brighter eye, ah ! 

Batumed th« name, re-«choed — MARIA. 

Hie regal luantle, with its volumed folds 

That wraps the world, more bright and vivid where 

The breath of God th' eternal wheeb declare, 

Above us kept the inner akirt retired. 

Withdrew so fiv, that the approaching cause 

Had not saluted station where I was ; 

And therefore hod not eyes of mine the power 

To follow Same with ooronet — proceed 

Where hig^ it soared, approaching to its seed. 

And Ijlie a child that stretohea to the breast, 

And qoeads its hand when onoe tlie milk is claimed, 

With eagemew beyond itself inflamed. 

Each of thow candid Ughts expanded high. 

With flftming spire that showed afibction's glow— 

The love they bore to Uary let me know. 

And then they halted where they met my gaze ; 

" Kegina Coeli " was the strain they sung — 

So swee^ lemembranoe hangs around it long. 

Oh ! what a treasure, long amassed, is there 

In those rich treasure-cdieefaB, which harvest now 

The haj^y seed-time and the adventurona plough 1 

How they eqjoy and live upon the wealth 

Acquired, when weeping in their exile oold. 

At Babylon, where they left their native gold I 

And there they triumph 'neath the mighty Son 

Of Ood, of Mai7, in his victory won: 

With councils both the dd and new coqjoin. 

And him to whom the glorious keys belong. 

2k 
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TUB VISION OF DANTE. 



CANTO XXIV. 



" Elect oompanionfl to Hie bleesM aeat 

At supper of the Lamb, and there to feel 

Demre is eatisfied and ever fiiU, 

I^ through the grace of God, some foretaste given 

May be of Umt whioh from your table taUa, 

To him, ere death the stated time recalls, 

Direct your thonghts to his immenae desire. 

Refresh him vith the deirs 'tis yonra to drink 

For ever, fit>m t^e fotmt of which hell think." 

Thus Beatrice, and thoee tbe htqtpy sonls 

Became like spheres upon their steady poles, 

While radiance, freeb and oomet-Uke, onrolls ; 

And aa in clock-work, when rerolTe the wheels 

In difi^rant measures to the gaier's eyas — 

The first seems quiet, and the last one fliee — 

Thus, as their carob differently they danced, 

They made me rate the riches they employ. 

That give a quicker, alower tone to joy. 

From that whioh I remarked most beauteous thera^ 

I saw there issued such a hf^y fire, 

That left no clearer flame liun that t' aspire ; 

And thrice around fiur Beatrice it turned, 

And that was joined with such a heavenly song, 

That vain were fancy's efforts to prolong ; 

And henoe the pen vaults o'er, and writes it not 

Imagination'B self and speech ia cold, 

To match the brightness of its ridieet fold. 
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" sacred sister mine ! suoh thy request 
Devout, that, ardent in affection, I 
From that &ir sphere detached me, which ts nigh." 
The blessed fire had closed its glowing ^>eech, 
And thus to lady turned, had breathed a space ; 
And so, as I have said, conversed apace. 
And she — " light eternal of the famous man 
To whom our Lord consigned the blessed keys ! 
Of wondrous joy like this to bear with ease, 
Assay this man with prober or light or keen, 
Just as you please, that sohd fititli to see 
By which you found the way to walk the sea. 
If he lives well, well hopes, and well believea. 
Is not concealed from thee : thy dght is where 
Each thing is painted in its colours clear. 
But since this realm has gained its oitiaens 
By the true &ith, 'tis good to turn discourse, 
To show to him its glory and its force." 
As graduate in Bklence arms his mind, 
Until the master's proposition teem. 
To make the trial, not to end the theme ; 
Twas thus I armed me witli each reason's power 
While yet sfae spake, that I might ready be 
For such inquiry, and profession free — 
" Like a good Ghriatian, maniiestly show 
Faith, what is it t " And then I raised my brow 
To light from whence this question breathed below. 
Then turned to Beatrice, whoee oountenanoe gave 
The prompt assurance to unlock the stream, 
Like the deep waters to the meming beam. 
"The grace be given me, while I thus oonfess," 
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Began I, to the foremost rank of all, 

" That tiioughta may find exprewions mitable.'' 

And then punued, in the aame truthfiil style — 

" Tia written, &ther ! of thy brother dear, 

Romans who broii^t with tlkse to fiuth wnoere. 

Faith ia the substance of things hoped for now. 

And evidenoe of things as yet unseen : 

Its nature and ila enence this I ween." 

And then I heard — " Ri^tly hast thou percdved. 

If thou canst mark the sequence of reply. 

Why first the substanoe, then the proo& brought nigfa." 

And 1 rejoined — " The deep things which I feel, 

Imparted largely hen^ to none forbid, 

From everj eye below are veiled and hid, 

Tliat in behef alone these things may dwell ; 

On whiob is founded, too, the hope sublime : 

And henoe to substanoe its intent can dimb. 

And thia belief can of itself give rise 

To reason sound, witiiout the help of sight ; 

And henoe the proof itself it brings to light." 

And then I heard — " If suob, and so acquired, 

Below, all learning to which some attain. 

The sophisms genius might expand in vain." 

Twaa thus it breathed, enkindled by that love ; 

And added then — " This current ooin 'a complete, 

This money 's standard in alloy and weight : 

But tell me if you have it in your purse." 

And I — " Yes, for I have it clear and round, 

Nor doubt that there the stamp of mint is found." 

And then there issued firom the light profound : 

" From whence this jewel, did it shed its rays^ 
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On which eaoh virtue rests, at on its base 1" 

And I — " The large efiiiKou which was poured 

Of Holy Spirit, now rtiflftming Uirongh 

And o'er the parchmenta of the Old and New — 

There is the cause that leads me to conclude 

Acutely ; bo that all the other views 

To me appear like reasonings obtose." 

And afterwards I heard—" And why conclude 

Both schemes, the andeut and the new, were given, 

Inspired divinely with the tongue of heaven 1" 

And I — " The proof discloaed by truth to me. 

Are works that followed ; 'twas not nature's mould 

lliat burned the iron on the anvil cooled." 

The answer was — " By whom art thou secure, 

Those works were finished which you take as proof t 

Hath any sworn, to keep distrust aloof!" 

" If all the world to Christian Mth was turned 

Without these miracle^ that sure were one. 

And all the rest the hundredth part alone. 

In poverly and want e'en thou thyself 

The vin^ard entered, sowed the goodly plant. 

Once like the viney now like the bramble scant' 

This ended, and the sacred court on high 

Sounded — "We praise thof^ God I" — through each sphere 

In melody oelestaal, sweety and clear. 

That noble oney who thus from branch to branch. 

Examining, bad led me, so that now 

We reached at length unto the latest bou^ 

He recommenced — " The grace which dalliedi 

With thy mind, hath oped thy mouth to speak ; 

So that becoming words should ntteianoe takc^ 
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And so tiiat I approve what issued thence : 
Express, for now 'tis fit, what jou believe, 
And whence you came that oredeuoe to receive.' 
" holy father, spirit ! who perceived 
That root of faith, and conquered as was meet. 
And saw the Bepulchre ere younger feet," 
T B^d ; " you wish that I ahotdd now declare 
The form of that which is so prompt a creed. 
And to the cause that I ^ould then proceed. 
And I reply ; In one God I beUeve, 
Alone, eternal ; with His will and love— 
Immovable himself — the hearens can move. 
And yet I have not, fbr that fkith, the proof 
Physio or metaphysic ; but to me 
O'erflow the abundant dews you see 
Through Uoaes and the Prophets, and the Psalmi^ 
And (jOBpel ; and through you who gave the fijod, 
When once the Burning Spirit made you good. 
In three eternal Persons, and, in these. 
One eesenoe, I believe ; thus one, thus three. 
To which the plural number guideth me. 
Of that deep myat^ty divine the truth, 
I touoh, fiiU oft the inward mind will seal, 
The word and doctrine of the Kvangile : 
This is the source, and this the latent q«rk 
Dilates to vivid flame, with ardour is impressed. 
And, like a etar in heaven, illumes my breast" 
And as his lord attendeth to the news, 
Embracing him who brings it when he 's mute — 
His ear tejoidng in the tidings brou^t ; 
"Twaa BO he blessed me as he raised hb song, 
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And thrioe embraoed me, when X held my peaoe, 

The apoBtolio li^t, whose urging grace 

Had made me apeak — and with my apeeoh was pleaaed. 



CANTO XXV. 

If e'er it happen tbat the Boored Boa|^ 

Which hearen and earth have both ctKubined to form, 

TUl leaoneaa now my lengthened years deform, 

Should conquer omelty, which sent me forth 

From the &ir fold I slept in like a lamb, 

Till hostile wolves to chase their victim came ; 

Thenoerorth, with other voice and other fleece, 

I shall return, a poet, to the font 

Where onoe baptised, to wear my wreath upon 't : 

For to the &itb, which valoe givea to aouls 

Before their God, I entered there ; and onoe. 

For it, Saint Peter bound my forehead sinoe. 

And thence a light there issued towards u^ 

From out that band whence came the first fruits onoe, 

The vicars of our Lord, the lonely ones ; 

And then my lady said, replete with joy — 

" Behold ! — ^behold the baron of renown, 

For whom Hie pilgrims seek Galida's town." 

Aa when returning dove alights beside 

Its mate, while each of them th^ wings expand, 

And, droliog, muimnr tbeir a&otion fond ; 

So saw I one and other, princes great, 

In glorious courtesy advancing near. 
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Extol the food aboTe, tlie heavenly cheer. 

Bat when the gratulattug tongue was free, 

In alence each vas set before my face, 

Bnt burning so, that they o'erpowered with grace. 

And then smiled Beotrioe, and thoB she said — 

" life renowned 1 by whom the liberal store 

Beoorded is, our church obtained of yore, 

Now let the hope re-eobo through this height. 

Which well thou knoVst, that oft aa bright hath Bh< 

As when the three beheld but Him alone." 

" Lift up thy head, and be aeoure thy tnut ; 

For that which comes up here ftvm mortal world, 

MuBt needs be ripened in our rays unfurled." 

This oomfort reached me from the second fire : 

Mine eyes I lifted to the hills, whose hei^t 

Before incurved them with excess of weight. 

"^oe our eternal Ruler has designed, 

Tbrouj^ grace, that thon shouldst meet His lords' a 

In secret council, ere thy spirit flies, 

So that this court the truth to thee di^ilay. 

The hope of which enamoured all below. 

Both thou and they may greater comfort know. 

What is it, then ! — how blooms thy mind withal 1 — 

What is the source from which it comes to thee !" 

TwBS thus the second li^^t pursued with me ; 

That pious one^ who showed tha youths plumes 

Of wings I felt the way to loft; flight, 

Prevented answer ere it oame to light 

" The church that 's militant hath not a son 

With more of hope— as in the Ught you'll see 

Of sun, whence all our flock enlightened be : 
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The oaaae from Egypt that 'tie granted him 

The new Jeroaalem to see to climb, 

Before the rule of war preeoribed the time. 

Two other points demanded — not to know 

But tiiat the mesaenger report again 

To what in thee this yirtue can attain — 

I leave to him, as not too strong to bear, 

Nor food for boastiiig, bo may he reply : 

God give him grace for this, and teach the why." 

Like Boholar secondiog the teaober'a voioe, 

Both prompt and willing, where he is expert. 

That hidden merit lose not its desert^ 

" Hopey then," said I, " is opeotatiun sure 

Of fiiture glory, the enduring fruit 

Of grace divine and merit abeolu1«. 

Hub light has visited from many stars ; 

But he who first instilled the living beam. 

Supreme in singing Him who is supreme. 

' Let all that hope in Thee be joyfol ; 

Let them declare who know thy name divine :' 

Who would not know it with a fitith like mine ) 

That hope was so inculcated I^ thee, 

In ttie epistle, that it nuide me full, 

And shower on othere dews so plentifU." 

While thus I spake, within the living breast 

Of burning fire a lamp shone tremulous, 

Sudden and vivid, as the %htiunge cross; 

And thus — The love for friend which me inflamed, 

For virtue my companion, to the palm, 

And till I issued from the combat calm. 

Would have me breathe to thee ; for Uiou deli^t'st 
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. In her, and grateM thou wilt have to teH 
What promise hope can make acceptable." 
And I—" The ScriptureB, both the Old and New. 
Propooe the sign, whoee proof iB nerer dim, 
From Bouls -^laah God has reconciled to him. 
Isuas saith ' That every one is dad, 
In their own land, with double resture on ;' 
And their own land is this delightfol on& 
Thy brother, too, digeeta still more the theme. 
There where he treats of robes of matchleaa white, 
Where Revelation brings those robes to light." 
And Boaroely were the last words ended, when 
" Let them hope in thee I " was uttered soon on higl 
To which the carols all at once reply. 
And afterwards a light emerged so dear 
That winter month, had Caaoer sach a light, 
Would be one day alone, without a night 
So rises, goes, and enters to the ball, 
A joyful virgin, honour but to pay. 
Without a blemish, to some bridal-day, 
As I beheld tb' enligfateniug splendour come 
To two, revolving on the flaming wheel, 
Which answered to the ardent love they feel. 
Mixed in the son^ and beat to it the tjnie : 
Hy lady kept still'looking to their aide, 
Just like a motionless and silent bride. 
" This was the one who on the bosom lay 
Of pelican of ours ; and this is he 
Who from the cross was called her son to be." 
So went my lady on, but not tlie more 
Removed her si^^ which still attentive staid. 



itv Google 



Before sad after all tlie words vera said. 

Aa he vho sees, wiUi fixid eje intent, 

The Bun'a edipse, that is but partial, slight, 

And loses eyesi^t white he loolcs on light; 

Twas BO with me with that last-mentioiied fire, 

While it was said — " Why art thou dazzled thus, 

To see a thing which no abiding has 1 

On earth my body of the earth remains. 

With all the rest, until the number reach 

The purpose shadowed in eternal speech. 

With tbe two robes within the cloister h^e, 

Are lights, the two to whom 'twas given to climb -. 

And this report, returning to your clime." 

To hear this Toic<^ the flaming wheel grew still, 

And stilled with it the gently blending tone. 

And trinal harmony that breathed waa gone — 

To make the labour or the peril oeaae, 

As when the oan, that lately swept so fost. 

At sound of whistle all are put to rest. 

Alas ! what agitation shook my mind 

When I turned round on Beatrice to look, 

And oould not see her, thou^ no distance took. 

And happy world could still her presence brook. 



CANTO XXVL 



While doubtful muung, through extinguished s^^t, 
Came from refulgent flame, that quenched my eyes, 
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A breath, that held me silent in Burpriee ; 

And said — " Until thy sense regain the power 

Of sight it lofit t^ gating upon me, 

Twere well, discourung, to oompeosate thee. 

Commeuoe, and tell me to what point thy soul, 

Attiaoted flj« ; and reasonably oonolude 

Thy d^t's bewildered, not to death aubdued, 

Sinoe lady that conduote thee through this clime. 

With her r^iard, the virtue can command 

Which once was found in Ananias' hand." 

"Let at her pleaaure," said I, "soon or late, 

Mine ejea be healed : they were th' admitting gates 

She entered, with the fire that ne'er abates. 

The good which satiBfiee within tMa court, 

Alpha and Omega of all they write. 

Or love oan read me, either strong or light" 

And that same Toioe, which had dissolved the fear 

Which suddenly had seized my dazzled sense, 

Now moved me to discourse, and spoke from (hence— 

" Tou needs must raft it with a smaller sieve ; 

And fitting likewise that you t«ll me what 

Directs your bowstring to an aim like that" 

And I — " By philosophic arguments. 

And by authority tbaf s here displayed, 

In me the impression of such love is made : 

For good, as fiir as good, and such perceived, 

Oan kindle love — and that so much the more. 

When of the goodness there's abundant store. 

And to its eesenoe 'tis advantage great, 

That every good without it which is found, 

Is nothing else tmt ray itself unbound ; 
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PABABISE. 

And more 'twill move him than another who, 
In love, reflecta on this — diacerna the ground 
Of truth, in which tlie proof of this is found. 
Such truth tlirough him my intellect diBcerns, 
Who showed me that the firet of things was love — 
First of the etornal subetonoee above. 
The Toioe disclosed it of the author true, 
Wbo said to Moses, speaking of himself— 
' I'll make thee see mj goodness in the shelf :' 
And thou, bemdee, in the commencing words 
Of herald's loffy message, first proclaimed 
Abroad the secrets of the world tmnamed." 
And th^i I heard — " Through human iutellettt, 
Authority that traveb self-same rood. 
Keep sovereign paramoimt thy lore to God. 
But tell me if you feel, too, other cords, 
Which draw thee to him, so that thou r^te 
How many teeth this love can fasten yetl" 
Th' intention sacred was not hid from me 
Of e^e of the Christ I saw beside 
To what profession he desired to lead, 
And therefore recommenced — " All grappling teeth, 
With which the heart has power to turn to God, 
AsEOfit my charily, love unalloyed : 
For both the beiog of the world and mine ; 
The death which he endured that I might live, 
And that which all the fiuthful hope hell give ; 
With living knowledge, whiidt I named before ; 
Have drawn, from lawless love, my bark on shore. 
And launched it on the sea to err no more, 
The leaves unfolding all the garden through> 
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Of th' eternal Gordoner, love I bo, 

Ab good upon them all his hands beetow." 

Soon as I oeoaed, the Bweetest song began. 

Resounded through the hearen ; then my lady 

Said with the reat — " Holy, holy, holy !" 

And as at light acute the aleep dissolves 

Throng Hpirit vivid, which comes out to meet 

The splendour through each coat that's so oomplete ; 

And tJt' awakened man, abhorring what be sees, 

Knows not where he ia, the vigil swift dialikea, 

Until returning sense his reason strikes : 

Thus from my eyes the obstructiug motea that played 

Chased Beatrice^ with sun-rays of her own, 

IrradialJng for miles a tliousand down. 

Whence better than before I saw again. 

And stupified, as 'twere, demanded how, 

Of a fourth light, which came and joined us now. 

And then she said — " Within those rays a soul, 

The first which Love creative ever made, 

Adores the Maker onoe it disobeyed." 

Like leaf which is perceived to bend at top 

In passing wind, and then to rear its head 

With innate strength, and stand erect in stead ; 

So I as much, as long as lady spoke, 

Witl> awe ; and then I felt myself secure. 

And felt the wish with which I burned before ; 

And thus began — " apple bom mature 1 

O fitther antique I of each wedded bride. 

Thy daughter and daughter-in-law beside : 

Devoutly then, as fitr 's I oan, I ask 

Thee to oonTeiw wiHi me : yon see my wish : 
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To hear thee sooner my raqueet I hiwb." 

As when an arti ma-] will ainooth its fur, 

To show within th' afiactdon it has got, 

By correepoadisg moTemeot of ito coat : 

And similarly, then, the primal soul, 

Tranq»rent, showed me through its coyering fiiir 

The wish to please me, and looked gayer there. 

And then it breathed : " Without the offer made — 

Of will of thine, I can its purport see, 

Better than aught of certainly to be ; 

Because I see it in the Mirror true. 

To other thing parhelion which allows, 

While no parhelion but himself He knows. 

Tou wish to know bow long God placed me in 

Tbe lofly garden from the which she 

Led thee, by the lengthened ladder, up ; to see 

How long delight remained before mine eyes ; 

And the true reason of the great despite ; 

What language 'twas I used, and brought to light 

And now, my son, 'twas not the taste of tree 

That caused such exile both of me and mine — 

It was the trespass o'er th' appointed line. 

And there, from whence thy lady Vii^l moTod, 

Four thousand three hundred and twice the son 

Berolved, before this counsel I had won ; 

And snu, returning, came through all the lights 

Upon his path nine hundred thirty times, 

While still sojourning in terrestrial climes. 

The language which I spoke hod spent its breath 

Before unfiuishable work was tried 

By raoe of Nimrod, with ihe rest allied ; 
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For never issue reasonable came 

From human pleasure only, made to range 

Like fleeting sky, and find no law bat ohauge. 

A natural work it is that mortals speak. 

But so, or BO, is left by nature free 

To do as diou canst best embellish thee. 

Ere I deeoended to the eternal woe, 

£1 was the name on earth of the Supreme, 

From wbenoe came joy that folds me in extreme ; 

Eloi after, for it so befits 

That mortal use reeembleth but the leaf 

On bough which goes, and other brioga relief 

Upon tl>e mountain which o'ertope the wave 

I lived, in pure and in dishonoured life, 

From the first hour to where the second 's rife. 

When sun from quarter's gliding through the mt 



CANTO XXVII. 

" To Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be 
Glory ascribed," throughout all Paradise, 
So sweet, I was bewildered with surprise. 
With what I saw, it seemed to me the amile 
Of universe ; for my entranced delight 
Entered the mind by hearing and by si^t. 
Oh, joy 1 oh, aheerfiiluees ine&ble 1 
Oh, life that'e oil oompoaed of love and peace ! 
Without demre secure, and rich increase ! 
Before mine eyes there stood the torches four. 
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Enkindled ; and the one which came the first 

Began with greater splendour forth to burst j 

And moh in countenance they both became. 

As Jupiter wonld be, if he and Hars 

Were birds, and interchanged their plumee diveraa 

The ProTidenoe which there aseigned the round, 

ITie place, the office in the happy choir, 

Imposed deep silence where the lights aspire ; 

When thus I heard — " Should now my colour change, 

Marvel not : even is the time I speak to you, 

Thoult Bee all those you look on change their hue. 

He upon earth who has usurped my place — 

My place, that place of mine, which now is void 

Before the presence of the Son of God — 

Hath made my cemetery a common sewer 

Of slaughter and of mud ; and he, perverse. 

Who fell from hence, is pleased with the reverse." 

With that same colour whi<^ the adreiBe sun 

Faiuta, mom and eve, the int«rveuing cloud, 

I saw that then was all the heaven imbowed. 

And like some honoured lady, who remains 

In her own self secure, but when she hears 

Of others' ^ling, timid she appears ; 

Twaa so that Beatrice her countenance changed : 

And Booh ecUpse I think there was in heaven. 

Such o'er the EufEering Lord of GI017 driven. 

And then her following words proceeded on, 

With vmoe that was transmuted even more 

Than what the countenance had been before : — 

" Twas not for that the spouse of Christ was nursed 

With blood of min^ and Liuua, Cletus, told, 
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That Bha mi^t use them for th« gain of gold j 

But for poBsefisioti of this happy life, 

SextuB, Pius, Calisto, and Urban, 

Hare shed their blood, lament«d every one. 

Not such intent of outs that some should ait, 

Of our Bucoewon, on the dtetUx hand. 

And Home npcm the left of diristian bond ; 

Nor that the keys oommitted to my hands 

Should be for eougn on the standard priwd. 

Which led its hosts to fi{^t agunat bt^itiaed ; 

Not I a figure on the venal seal 

Of rights once eaored, sold and lied instead, 

For which I blush, and turn to burning red. 

For now in garb of shepherd, ravening wolves 

Are seen to prowl above our pastures all 

Defence of Ood ! why art thou long to fall I 

Our blood the Cahornnes, the Oasoons uow. 

Prepare to drink. Oh, source that once was good ! 

To what an end, with vileness what imbued ! 

But the high Providence which Scipio used 

To fend his Rome, the glory of the world, 

WUl rescue soon, if ri^t my thought 's unforled. 

And thou, my son I who, through terreBtciat wm^t, 

Retumest down, thy speech is not forbid, 

And hide not thou the thing I have not hid." 

Down through the air as drive the freezing mista, 

When fint the sun has tonohed upon the horn, 

And reached the wintry sign of Capricorn, 

So oould I see the sky was decked above. 

Where the triumphant vapours float along, 

Which lately sojourned with their shining throng. 
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My sight punnied their eembliuioeB above, 

And followed till the intarvening apace 

Had distanced &r the efforts of my gaze ; 

And hence my lady, seeing me at rest 

From looking up, aaid—" Lower now your look. 

And Bee the oompoM that your journey took." 

For from the hour that I had gazed at first, 

I saw that I had pamed through all the ark, 

From the meridian to first olbnate mark ; 

So tbat from thence, from Gades, I could see 

UlyBBaa' paaaage, and the neighbouring Bhore, 

From which Europa joyfrdly they bore. 

And mora I had diBoorered of the site 

Of UuB small spot ; but now advanced the sun 

Beneath my feet, & sign and mora was gone. 

And my enamoured mind, which dallied round 

My lady ever, bnmed with ardour more 

To bring my eyes to her, their home befbro. 

If nature, or if art^ can form a food 

For human eyes to carry to the mind. 

From mortal fleeh, or paintiiig to it joined, 

All such had less than nothing seemed beside 

Diviner pleasure, and the bright recoil, 

When I beheld her countenance and smile. 

It was the virtue of th' indulgent ^ance 

Snatched me above from Leda's lovely nee^ 

And through the 8wifi«et heaven my course imprened. 

The portions vivid most, and most sublim^ 

Are uniform, that I cannot explain, 

Where entered fieatrioe, and rose i^ain. 

But she who saw, and looked on my desira. 
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B^an, and laughing, witli such graoeiul mirth, 

That Ood appeared rejoicing at ita birtJi — 

" Nature of motitm, qniet in the midst ; 

And all bedde ia tben revolTing round, 

And here oommeDdng, as from Btarting bound. 

Thifi hearen itaelf hath not anotlier sphere, 

But mind diTioe, from vhioh ib kindling bred. 

The love that rolls it, and the virtue shed. 

The light and love of ain|^e circle bound, 

As this the others ; he the preoincta narm 

Alone peroeivee who oan its compass form. 

Nor is its motion from the rest distinct, 

Bat all the others measured are b; this, 

As five tite half, and ten you cannot miss. 

In such a flower-pot time can keep his roots, 

But in the others only show the leaves, 

Thy mind acknowledges, at once perceives. 

O hearts that covet ! which the world o'enrhelms, 

So deep that no one has the power to rise, 

Or from th' entan^ing waves to lift his eyes. 

In men how well intention ever blooms ; 

But the continued rains can spoil the aboo^ 

And turn the plums into corrupting &uit 

For &ith and innocence are found alone 

In little children ; each of them is gone 

Befrae the oheeka are overspread with down : 

The little stammerer oan keep hie fost 

With loosened tongue, who will devour too soon 

Whataver food, and in whatever moon : 

Such one will prattle love, and listen to 

His mother, who, when language is entire 
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To Bee her in her grave may yet desire. 

So is Uie white akio changed to black at last, 

Iq the first aspect of his daiigfater fiiir, 

Who oomes with morning, learee with evening air. 

And thou, that marvel none in this be Been, 

Know that on earth the; govern not at all ; 

Thus human &mily are wandereis aU. 

Ere January be from winter edged. 

By the neglected houra that fall away, 

These higher spheres shall roar — a change essay ; 

Till fortune, that expects so much, ahall turn 

The poop to where the prow was turned befwe — 

So that the fleet ahall lay her oouise from shore, 

And the true fruit shall follow on the flower." 



CANTO XXVIII. 

Aqainbt the current of this present lifb 

Of wretched men, when she the truth unfolds, 

Who had emparadised the mind she holds. 

As in a mirror, when a flame behind 

One sees, that seems enkindled at his back — 

As Boon as sight and thoi^ht their purpose lack, 

He turns him round, to see if glass be true. 

And, turning, sees that it accords in time 

With image true, as metre with its rhyme. 

So memoiy loc^ backward to recall 

Uy former action, looking in her eyes, 
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When cord of love could liberty surpriBe. 

And as I turned me round, I felt mine touched 

With what that volume ever must contun, 

To every eye vhioh can the prospect gain. 

A point I saw i^<^ radiated a light 

So ahaip, that e'en the eye to whic^ 'twas put 

Must oloae the eyelid from the rapid cut 

The smallest star we see from hence had been 

A moon, compared to that resplendent spark, 

As star beaide another star you mark. 

Ab &r, perhaps, tbou^ yet appearing near. 

The halo round the light its coloura deck, 

When v(^un gather o'er it wide and thick : 

Distant, but round the point a idieel of fire. 

With motion rapid, which wouJd &a outgo 

The swiftest movement round the world we know. 

And this was by another circumscribed. 

That was by a third, third was by a fourth. 

By fifth the fourth, and by a sixth the fifth ; 

Above there followed seventh, spread so &r, 

That Juno's messengrar had been too strait 

To hold that tnrole in its areh complete. 

And thus the ei^th, the ninth, and every one. 

More slowly moved, as it was more remote. 

In number distant from the one we note. 

That one had flame that shone the most sincere 

Which was lees distant from the sparkle purCj 

And to its truth itself oould more inure. 

My lady, who beheld me o'er this care 

In strong suspense, said — " From this point depends 

The heaven, and nature all which to it tends. 
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Behold that circle which is moet od^joined. 
And know its motion ia bo rapid made, 
From the enkindling love which it obeyed." 
And I — " If in auch order were disposed 
The world, as that in whioh those circles wheel, 
It were enough without the law to tell ; 
But in the wotM that's sensibly we see 
That substances are there t^e most dirina 
The more they're distant from the centre line. 
And henoe, if my desire can find a bound 
In this admired angelic temple's graoe, 
Where love and light alone confine tlie space, 
Twere right that I should hear how copy and 
Eziunple fikil one method to attain ; 
For by myself I look at this in vain." 
" If fkil thy fingers to unloose the knot, 
For want of power, no marvel there regard ; 
For want of trying it has grown so hard." 
Twas thus my lady said. " Then take the word 
I tell thee, and t^ thirst yon feel supply ; 
Bevolve it in thy mind, and that subtily. 
Corporeal oirclea widen and expand 
As more or less of virtue they contain, 
Distended or difiiised through every vein, 
(^■eater the goodness, greater &en the health ; 
Greater the health, a greater body bean, 
If true proportion in each part appears. 
Henoe he who oarriea with himself the whole 
Of highest universe will chiefly move — 
The one that's best in knowledge and in love. 
Thus if thy compass take the virtue in. 
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And not the appearance of tlie circle round, 

Althou^ the Hubstonce greater should be found, 

Admired proportion, hannony you'll see. 

Of great to more, of smaller to the leea, 

In every heaven and ita intelligence." 

And so remains all splendid and serene 

The hemisphere of air vrhen Boreas blovs, 

EVom milder cheek, more pleaauit than the Bnovra ; 

For thus was cleared away, resolved the oloud. 

Before o'eroast till heaven came forth and smiled, 

In all ita quarters beautiful and mild. 

Twas so with me ; provided by the hand 

Of lady with an answer that was clear, 

Whiob, like a star in heaven, made truth appear. 

And when her words had ceaaed, aa Bparks proceed 

From fervid boiling iron in a. blaze, 

Thus from the aircles ahot the burning rays. 

So many kindled followed on each apark. 

That all the numbered spots upon chess-board. 

Twofold a thousand times, could scarce aSbrd. 

I heard hoaannas aound from choir to i^oir. 

To the fixed point that keeps them to their where — 

Tlieir land that holds them where th^ ever were. 

And she who saw the doubt within my mind. 

Said — " The cirdee first the uearest to the prime, 

Have shown thee seraphiin and cherubim ; 

With such velocity pursued their troope, 

The likeness to the point tow'rd which they climb, 

And gain it aa their vision's more sublime. 

Thoae other lovea around them that revolve. 

Are thrones, beholding Him who is divine, 
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Who tenninsto the first the threefold line. 
And thJB you ought to know — all have delight 
The greater when the truth profound they Bee, 
Where ereiy intellect cam quiet be. 
From thenoe. ma; be perceived the ground on which 
Our happineaa oonsista — in what we see — 
For that we love can only second be. 
In aeeing, too, the measure of reward 
As grace, good-will, con severally divide — 
For so from step to step we must proceed. 
The other three that blossom and that bud 
In this fair eprii^-time of eternal light, 
When Aries never iiyurefl in the night, 
PerpetuaUy hosannaa breathing out, 
In threefold melody, in orders three, 
I^joioe in sweet internal harmony. 
Compose the hierarchy kingdoms three- 
Dominions first ; the Virtues then arise ; 
The order third the name of Powers Bupplies ; 
And after them the Choirs ; the next to last. 
The Prinoipalities archangels bound j 
And, last of all, th' angeUc bands are found. 
These orders all are given to look on high, 
And conquer what's below, that all to Ood 
Tend of themselves are drawn the upward road. 
And Dionymus loved with such desire 
To contemplate these orders, and their law, 
Like me oould name, diBtinguish what he saw. 
But Ch-egory after di^red from his rule ; 
But in this heaven when he his eyes unclosed, 
Laughed at himself and in the truth reposed. 
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And if euoh secret truth, vhile yet od earth, 
A mortal eye could ace, rc$;ard not this, 
When one wbo saw 't on hig^ ooold nerer miv 
To show him that and other mysteries. 



CANTO XXIX. 

Whbm the twin brother stars, Latona's sona, 

Beneath tlie ugns of Bam and Libra gone. 

Upon the horizon make an even aone, 

And from the zenith-point alike hang down, 

Until the one and then the other reft. 

Have chained their hemisphere, tbdr balance left ; 

So long, with countenance punted with a smik^ 

In nlence then regarded Beatrice 

The point which me had conquered with surprise. 

And then oommenoed. " I do not ask," she stud, 

" That which you wished to hear ; I saw it then, 

Where graven deep is erery where and when. 

Not for the sake of His essential good 

It oould not (ud but that his splendour might 

Attest his own existence, shining bright 

In His eternity, beyond all time, 

All oompaae (Qse, at his own pleasure used 

In newer loves th' eternal love difiVised. 

Nor yet at first, as if 'twere torpid, lay ; 

Ere yet Before or Since the world bad proved. 

Spirit of God upon the waters moved. 
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The form and aubetanoe, in joint essence pure, 

Came forth to act—to no Tain purpoee went — 

Ab from a tttree-Btringed bow three arrows Beut 

And aa in glass, in amber, crystal, shines 

A ray that comae, that is, when seen to fall 

At once entire^ without an inteiral ; 

Triformed effect proceeding trovn its Lord, 

In its own being radiated alone, 

Withont a difierenoe or exordium known. 

Together made created subetance came. 

In OTder due j and those the highest placed 

In world, in whom pure action oould be traced ; 

For power alone had but the lowest place ; 

And power with action in the midst was found, 

Togetiier banded, ne'er to be unbound. 

Jeronimo has given thee treatise long. 

Ages mnoe angels firat created were. 

Before anotlier world was formed to bear. 

This truth I tell is writ on many a page 

Of writers of the Holy Spirit sent, 

And thou wilt see it, if thou look'st intent ; 

And reason, too, would have it in some sort. 

That would not let the moving powers remain 

So long, their Inif^t perfection to attain. 

Now where, and when, and how created were 

These loves, tbon know'st ; exhausted now the thint 

Which these three ardours in your bosom nursed. 

The numberer could not reach to twenty-one. 

Ere part of aagela fell, whose foil perturbed 

Your world, and all its elements disturbed ; , 

The rest remained and all their taaks b^an, 
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WUoh thou disoemeet fraught with such delist, 
That in the round they're never lost to sight 
The source of fidling, th' accuraed pride 
Of him thou saweet iu the oeutre, pained. 
To bear the loads within the world constrained. 
Those 70U see here were modest t« perceiTe, 
That by the Goodnees they were all oreatft— 
Which formed Him ready miniaten of state : 
For &r exalted were their views above, 
With grace illumined ; and their merit proved, 
By firm and overflowing kindness moved 
I would not have you doubt, but certain be^ 
Tis meritorious to receive this grace. 
For thus afiection shows its open &oe. 
And now, around this oonsiBtory gaze. 
And contemplate at ease, if words of mine, 
Unaided, reach their purpose and deeiga 
But since, on earth, 'tis whispered in your sohools, 
Th' angelic nature is of such a kind, 
Perception, memory, will, are parts of mind ; 
Again, I say, that you may see the truth 
In purity, which they confiise, who'd know, 
Equivocate, and blsely read below. 
Since first these substances, o'eijoyed, beheld 
The bee of God, they never turned their sight 
Avray from it, in which there's nau^t but l^t 
For where no interruption breaks the sight, 
By object now, there's no occasion sought 
To call on memory for divided thought ; 
So that below they sleep not but they dream- 
Believing disbelieving, truths they name, 
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Tbou^ one baa more of &ult and more of ahame. 

Tou walk not by, nor go one path below ; 

But throu^ philosophy transported rove, 

Aa superficial lore and foacy move. 

And here above deserrcB lew anger this, 

l^ian vhen the Scripture that 's divine 'a postponed. 

Wrested to suit a purpoee, or disowned : 

No thouf^t is made of how much blood it cost 

To sow it in the world ; and how 'twill please, 

Who hnmbly asks t' approach it At hiB ease 

Each studies to appear, and how to make 

His own inventionB, which the preachers cross — 

Meanwhile the gospel 's silent, at a loss. 

One says the moon turned back, withdrew ber light — 

In Christ's last pasmon interposed her frame, 

So that the li^t of sun all dark became : 

And others that the light concealed itself 

And that the Spaniards and the Indians saw. 

Like the Judeans, such eclipse with awe. 

Florence bas not more Lupi, Hindi names 

Than &bles, which are cherished through each year, 

And firom the pulpit shouted here and there ; 

So that the little lambs, who do not know, 

Betum fiv>m pasture, feeding on the wind. 

And no excuse it is tfaat they were blind : 

Christ in his first commission never said — 

" Go and preach trifles to the world to save ;" 

But true foundation to disciples gave : 

And this was sound sufficient in their cheeks ; 

Witii this to fight, with this ta light the fire 

Of gospel &ith, fbr shield and lance to bear. 
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To-day one goos with pleasantriea and mirth 

To preach, and if the hearers laugh enough. 

The oowl oan swell without a sadder stuff : 

But each a bird there neetlee in that hood, 

That, if they saw it, they would never wait 

To hear the pardon come from such a pate, 

Through which so lai^gely folly grows on earth, 

Without the proof of testimony dear. 

To every promise they will lend an ear. 

Throu^ thiB Saint Anthony feeds so &t his swine; 

And others, also, who are worse combine. 

Who pay for diet with a blser coin. 

But since we have digreased enou^, recall 

Tour eyes again unto the way direct — 

The end of way with end of time t' expect. 

This nature, too, advaaoeth &r beyond. 

In number, bo &r that no mortal t«ngue 

Nor yet imagination holds bo long : 

And if you mark what Daniel has revBaled, 

You'll see the thousand thousands that he telle 

Indefinite, the number true oonceala. 

Light's primal riohes, wbiob irradiate all, 

In many a way can all of them reoeive, 

Ab many as the splendours which conceive ; 

And thus, e'en like the action that conceives. 

Follows the effect, and Iovc'b dehghtfiil tide 

With vaiying warmth and fervour is supplied. 

Behold how high, how deep the eternal love 

From which so many mirrors have been made. 

Yet after all the li^t to each conveyed 

One as before, aud in itself arrayed." 



itv Google 



CANTO XXX. 

Pkrhafb tax thousand miles from hence 'tis now 
The burning hour of six ; this world has led 
The ehadow fiiUiog to the level bed— 
B^us the midst of heaven, profound to us, 
To look as when it happens that the star 
Has lost its place at length in depth so fiir. 
And as the clearest waiting-m^d is come 
Before the sun, so heaven has closed each one 
From view to view, until the loTelieat's gona 
Triumphant splendour thus could play around 
The point that oyercame me when opposed. 
Appearing lost in that which it enclosed ; 
So hj degrees my prospect was extinct. 
And then my eyes to Beatrice returned 
From seeing nothing, and from love that burned. 
If all that hitherto was said of her 
Were DOW concentred in a single praise. 
It would not equal nor supply this caw : 
For beauty beyond meaaure, such I saw, 
Not paamng oura alone, for I beheve 
Its Maker only oould its joy receive. 
By this plac^ then, f grant me overcome ; 
More than by any passage in his theme 
Hi^t comic, tragic actor baffled eeem : 
For as the sun the sight that trembles moat, 
Tis thus remembrance of the sweetest smile 
Uy mind dissevers from itself the while. 
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From the fiiBt day that I beheld her fooe 
In life before, until this latest eight, 
No break could interrupt my mng, nor blight ; 
But now 'tie right pursuit at last should cease. 
Poet to Bii^ her beauty any more, 
As artist does when once his limit's o'er. 
Such as she is, I leave her feme to band 
Beyond my trumpet, which declining goes. 
Its arduous subject drawing to a close. 
With act and voice of leader, prompt and &ee, 
Sh« recommenced — " Now have we issued quit« 
From body great to heaven's ethereal lig^t ; 
Li(^t intellectual, which is full of love ; 
Love of true good, that is replete with joy; 
Joy, that tranaoends all other sweets that cloy. 
Here shalt thou see the two militia bands 
Of Paradise ; clad one of them as they 
Shall meet thine aspect at the judgment day." 
Like sudden flash, which dashes qitick away 
The nimble spirits of the sight, and stays 
The eye in action, till it nau^t surveys ; 
So, round me, vivid and refHilgent Ught 
Had left me bandaged with so bright a veil. 
That naught ^peors, nor could my ught prevuL 
Attractive love, that ever stills this heaven, 
Concentratee in itself each ransomed name — 
Consumes the candle to increase its flame. 
No sooner were those accents in my ear. 
Though brie^ than I perceived my feelings soar 
Above myself and felt my virtue more 
Refreshed ; I looked abroad on new-sprung light, 
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And such qo other light, however pure. 

But after that m; ejeeigbt could endure, 

And saw, in form of river, light flow down, 

Like lightning 'tween two banke admired, which bring 

The varied colours of the lovely spring : 

From such a stream there issued lively sparks 

On every side, and lifted on the flowers, 

Like rubies which Burroonding gold o'erpowers ; 

Intoxicated then as with perfnmea, 

Beplunged into the wondrous river fair ; 

And one still iasued as one entered there. 

" The high desire that now inflames thy heart, 

To gain aome knowledge of the things you see. 

Delights me more, the more it urges tbee : 

But of this water it is right you drink. 

Before you satisfy a thirst like thine." 

So spake the sun to every look of mine ; 

And then — " The river, and the topaz lights you see. 

Which ent^wl, issued, and the laughing flowers. 

Are but the shadowy types of future hours. 

Not that these things are of themselvee too crude, 

But want of power perception will perturb, 

Which never gazed ou such a sight superb." 

No in&ut is there will so sudden mah. 

With fiioe turned to the milk, if it awake 

Beyond ita usual hour, the food to take. 

As I to deanse the mirrors of mine eyes. 

Inclining down to look into the wave, 

Whose waters' promise suoh improvement gave ; 

And as my dewy eyelids drank of it, 

It seemed to me a novel change was found, 
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And from its length that it had tamed to round. 
And then, aa people who have just unmasked, 
In otiter drete from what they lately wore, 
Uake Toid Hie aemUanm which the; had before ; 
So changed before me iuto greater mirth 
!nie flowers, the sparka, that I at leugth gurreyed 
Both courts of heaven to open sight displayed. 

splendour of my God 1 through whi<di I saw 
Th' exalted triumph of the kingdom true, 
Qnmt me the virtue to disclose the view 1 

A li^t there is, that makes Creator seen 

To creature visible in loAy space. 

In which alone he sees his native peace ; 

And BO distends in figure circular, 

That ito enclosing bound on every side 

Could gird the sun, but with embrace too wide. 

Ite whde appearance ie a single beam, 

Reflected on first motion's primal hour, 

That takes from thence its spirit and its power. 

So looks some clifl* upon the stream below 

Mirrored, as if to see its beauty's power. 

How rich it is in every herb and flower; 

So standing high, the li^t around, around, 

1 aaw, in gaze on more than thousand thrones, 
On high returned, whom earth no longer owns. 
And if the lowest step absorb a blaze 

So great of light, what largeness then receives 
This rose, expanding on its outward leaves I 
But neither breadth nor height bewildered view, 
Or yet could hide the grandeur of the sight — 
The sense how great, and what, of that d«U|^t I 
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For near nor &r, nor places nor removes, 
Where God employe no second meuu to rule, 
And natural law withstuide not at the fiilL 
Into the yellow of the eternal roee. 
Dilating into perfect shape, ne'er gone, 
Wbidi spreads its odours in the winter sun. 
Like one who's silent, yet who fiiin would speak, 
Had led me Beatrice, to show the sight : 
" How great th' assembly of Uie robes of white 1 
Our dty — see how fiir its span extends I 
Behold our seats 1 which nearly all are ftil), 
And few are wanting to desire and will. 
In that great seat^ which now attracts thine eyes 
By the bright orown already o'er it placed, 
Before this wedding supper thon shalt taste. 
Shall at the soul, below, Augustus clumed — 
Of the great Harry — who will come too soon, 
Directing Italy before 'tis noon. 
The blind cupidity, the sorcerer's draught. 
Hath made you like a little child, and worse. 
Who dies of famine while it chases nurse. 
Makes one a prefect in the forum be 
Divine, who walks not, covert or abroad. 
With him according in one common road 1 
But little loiter by his Ood endured 
In sacred office ; with a lower graced. 
Where Simon Magus for his merit 's placed, 
And lower still Alagna be debased." 
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THE VISION OF DANTE. 



CANTO XXXI. 



In fonu, then, of a white rose ahown to me. 

The high militia of the temple stood — 

The bride whom Christ espouabd with his blood. 

The other too, which, flying, Bees and sings 

"Hie glory of the One whose Ioto is sweet. 

And all whose goodness unto them bo great, 

Were climbing like the bees within the flower — 

Alighting' now, and now returning where 

The sweets of laboor in their home they share— 

Descending in the spreading flower, adorned 

With many leaves, and thence remount, return 

To where their love has ever made Bojoum. 

The &oeB of them all of living flame. 

The winga of gold ; and all the reet was white. 

That never anow arrived at such a lif^t 

Descending down the flower, from bench to bench, 

They spoke of peace and ardour they acquired 

In voyage ventilating, the aide untired : 

Nor interposed, between the height and flower, 

Shade from such plenitude, when flying o'er. 

To dim the bright, the brilliant to o'erpower. 

Beoanse the light divine can penetrate 

Throng universe ; and, as in truth 'tis fit, 

There caji arise no obstacle to it 

Secure, rqoicing kingd<»n as it is 

With nations old, and crowded with the new, 

All love and ug^t directed to one view. 
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li^t trifonned ! which from a nn^ star 
Can Bcintillata to them, delight them so, 
Look down on ub, upon the storm below. 

If the barbaxians, from tbeir wide-spread home, 
(Where Helice, the constellation, wheels, 
Rolls with her son, their amplitude reveals,) 
Beholding Rome, and all its arduous workf^ 
Were stupified to see the Lateran rise. 
O'er mortal things, advancing to the skies ; 
I, who had come from human to divine, 
From time to see etemi^ o'erwhelm. 
From Florence to a just and healthy realm. 
With stupor what ! ought I to muse alone t 
And truth to say, within that state and joy, 

1 scarce could hear, or yet my tongue employ. 
So does a pilgrim recreate himself, 

And gaze within the temple of his vow. 
At home reporting all ita wonden now. 
Thus through the living li^t, conducted on, 
I led my eyes through all the just dqprees, 
Now high, now low, now circUng at their ease ; 
Saw faces beaming with persuasive love, 
Expression's traces bright, and, with her smile, 
Aotions adorned with each ennobling style. 
Hie graieral outline form of Paradise 
Already had my glaooee ascertained. 
Nor fixed, as yet, on any point remained ; 
And turned me, with a will rekindled fresh. 
To ask my lady of the things which brou^t 
Uy mind to feel suspended in its thou^t 
Of one I thought, another answered me. 
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(Tvaa tny belief tiiat Beatrice I'd see ;) 

A sage, in glory olad, f^peared to me. 

Diffiised there were, o'er eyea and obeeks benign, 

A kindly joy, and pioue gesture too. 

Such aa in tender father one should view. 

" And ahe 1 where la she } " suddenly said I. 

He EMud — " I come to answer thy defdre 

At Beatrice' request, who sent me here. 

If you look up to the third drole there. 

From summit you will see her on the throne 

Her merits have allotted as her own.' 

Without reply, I lilted up mine eyes, 

And saw that she had made herself a crown 

Of rays eternal, thenoe reflecting down 

From r^OD of the highest thunder-cloud. 

A mortal eye would not be distant more, 

Abandoned to the deepest ocean's roar, 

Aa Beatrice was distant from my sight ; 

But nothing hindered, so that likeneea came 

Throu^ no mixed medium, and to me the game. 

" Lady I in thee my hope still blossoms fresh, 

Who onoe, to lud me, left your footsteps' trace 

Even in the desert of infernal space. 

From all the things, as many aa I've aeen. 

And from thy power and goodness in mine eyas. 

Thy grace, thy virtue, both I recognise. 

From slave thou broug^t'at to glorious Uberty, 

By all the way^ by all the meana you could. 

And all that gave you power to do thia good. 

Magnificence preserve of thine to me. 

So that thia soul, whose health thou hast seonred, 
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May please thee ere the body is immured" 

Twaa thus I pleaded ; and, thou^ distant br, 

Ab it appeared, she smiled a sweet Teward, 

Turned to eternal foimtua of regard. 

Then said the sage — " That you may finish now. 

And perfectly, the jouniey that remains, 

(To which entrea^ sacred lore oonBtrains,} 

Glance with thine eyes, and look this garden through ; 

WMoh td^t may help thes to enkindle thine^ 

To mount still fiuther by the ray diyioe : 

The queen of heaven, for whom I bum in loT^ 

Entire will show you grace, and all regard. 

For I am &ithful, and her own Bernard." 

Such like is he who firom Croatia cornea 

To see Teronioa, that audent print. 

And, smit with antique &me, delighting in 't ; 

In 's spirit says, when it is shown to him, 

" Oh 1 the Lord Jesus Christ I thou Qod of mine ! — 

And this, indeed, was this resemblance thine ! " 

And Budk was I when gaang at the love, 

Tivadty of him, who, in this worid. 

Contemplating the peace of that unfurled. 

" Thoa son of grace ! this atAt« of pleasantness," 

Commenced he then, " to thee cannot be known. 

If thou oontinaest with thine eyelids down. 

Look at the circles, at the most remote, 

Till yon behold the queen upon her seat 

Enthroned, with all her subjects at her feet" 

I raised mine eyee, and as at matin hour 

The eastern quarter of horizon shines, 

And conquers Uut part where the sun declines, 
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As if I climbed from -vailey to the hill, 

In the extreme I saw a part sunnount, 

In splendour, sU of the oppodng front 

And as the portion which expects the team, 

HI drove b; Phaton, is inflamed the moat, 

And neither side of such a light can boaat ; 

Pacific oriflamme's enlivening rays 

Shone brif^ter in the midst, in measure thus : 

At aide the flame bad slackened, and grew lees. 

In that mid space I saw the wings displaced 

Of more than thousand angels in their mirth, 

Distinct in light and artifioial worth. 

I saw them at their pleasant plays and songs^ 

Suoh beau^ smile, that there was joy impreved 

In all the eyes of all the other bleawd. 

And if I had such riches in my speech, 

As in imagination, I should fear 

To tell or touch upon delight so dear. 

Bernardo looked, and when he saw mine eyes 

Upon that bumiiig heat of his intent, 

His own on her with such affection bent, 

As made my own to see her more ardent 



CANTO XXXII. 

Thodqh wrapt in high delist, contemplating 
The teacher's liberal office he assumed. 
And then in holy words like these resumed : 
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" The wound that Uary closed again with oil, 

That one who tdts so beauteous at her fbet 

First oped, and first disclosed the fever heat ; 

And where the third seats, in their order placed, 

Sit£ Rachel, undmmeatb her place. 

With Beatrioe, as you behold her dee. 

Sarah, Itebecca, Judith, and the one 

Who was the ancestress of him whose song 

Bemorse made ' Miserere ' echo long. 

And 80 may you behold, from leaf t4> lea^ 

Each whom I name, the station which it shows. 

As down I go along the leaves of rose. 

And thus descending to the scTcnth, you see 

SuoceamTe Hebrew names unfold their power, 

Distinctly grace the tresses of the flower. 

For, in proportion to the eye of faith 

They fixed on Christ, theee have the place of wall, 

Whence runs division of the sacred scale. 

Upon this side, and where the flower 's full blown. 

With all its leaves, you see are seated some, 

Even those ^o once beheved in Christ to come. 

Where broken ofT, the semicircles show 

An empty t^Moe to stand, the rest have room. 

Who turned their eyes to Christ already coma 

And as on this side all the glorious bench 

Of lady of the heaven, and seats beneath. 

Which moke t<f;ether such a mighty wreath, 

So opposite are those of the Baptist^ 

(The sacred desert, and the martyr's wrong, 

His suiftrings here, two yean of hell prolong ;) 

And under him, in circling lines, are seen 



itv Google 



474 THE VISION OF DANTE. 

Franoesoo, Beadetto, and Auguatine, 

With others downward here from line to line. 

Now mark the care of Frovidenoe divine. 

Of fitiUi that one aad other aspect will 

In equal portions all the garden fill ; 

And from the downward ate/p which strikes in twain, 

And cuts the parties into two direct, 

No merit of its own can seat affect. 

It is throi^h othen, on conditions set, 

That all these spirits are absolved and loose, 

Ere good or evil they had power to choose. 

And weU may you perceive it by their looks. 

By the in&ntine voices yon may hear, 

If you obeerre them straitly, and give e«u-. 

And DOW you doubt, and, doabtin^ silence keep ; 

But I will loose for thee the hardening knot, 

In which is bound thy subtlety of thought. 

Within this realm of amplitude and bliss, 

Contingency a place hath never won. 

No more titan sorrow, thirst, or famine one : 

For by eternal law's established all, 

Whate'er you see ; and to the purpose knit, 

E'en as the ring which will the finger fit. 

This nation, then, aocelsrating pace 

To real life, may oome, in reason's name, 

The more, the lees of exoeUenoe to daim. 

The King through whom this kingdom mode a pause 

In love, and settled in so great delight, 

That not a wish could dare a fitrthcar flight. 

The minds of all, in his regoicing st^t, 

He made at pleasure, differently endowed ; 
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The effect itself suffioient proof allowed. 

And this expresBlf is declared and marked 

la sacred Scripture, where the twins Lkve room 

To make their quarrel in their mother's womb. 

For thu^ according to the coloured hair 

Of such a gnu», the loftiest gift of li^t 

Should wreathe its temples with its honour bright 

Without reward, t^n, of their manners, they 

Are placed along, in due degrees assigned. 

And difiering only in aouter mind. 

It was enough in ages' primal oourse. 

With innocence salvation to obtain, 

T'he parents' &ith for children to retain. 

And when the early stagas were complet«, 

With wingH of innooenoe tbe males could rise, 

And virtue draw from circumcision's sighs ; 

But when tlie time of grace at length arrived, 

Without in Christ the baptism to bestow, 

An innocence lile that remained below. 

Begard the countenance that resembles Christ 

The most ; for in its cleamees, if revised, 

It will prepare tbee to set e^es on Christ" 

I saw such gladness showering o'er her &ce, 

IVom sacred souls of couriers, who plied 

Across that depth, and quick'ning pinions tried. 

That all that I had ever seen before 

Had never reached to admiration'a flight, 

Nor shown a &ce bo like to Uod in sight 

That angel who descended once at first, 

SaDg"^re, Maria, gratia pUna ;'" 

His wings to her unfolded then with awe. 
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I beard, responding to the song divine. 
Around the Toioes of the happy oonrt. 
Till every feoe I saw serener fbr't 
" holy &tlier ! who for me wert pleased 
To oome belovr, and leave the pleasant spot 
In which thou dtt'Bt by tMne eternal lot ; 
Who is that angel with such joyous mirth, 
Who looks on eyea of queen, who can aspire — 
Enamoured bo, that he appears of fire t" 
To doctrine taught again I had recom^ 
Of him Maria's eyes embellish &r. 
As do the rays of sun the morning star : 
And he — " All boldness and gentwlness meet, 
B^ond a spirit's or an angel's grace, 
In 1'''" : 'tis meet that this should be the case, 
For he it vras who carried down the palm 
To Uaiy, when it pleased the Son of God 
To take upon him this terrestrial load. 
But oome now, with thine eyes (and as I go 
And talk the while) remark the nobles great 
Of empire, and of just and pious state. 
Theee two, in more felicity on high. 
Because the nearest to Augusta's nde. 
Like the two roots this rose have amplified. 
He who approaches on the left-hand nde, 
The parent is, through whose audacious taste 
The human kind such bitter came to taste j 
And, on the right, the ancient &ther see 
Of holy church, to whom Christ gave the k^ 
Of flower, the loveliest which the garden sees : 
And he who saw, before he died, the times 
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Of grief and sorrow lovely bride aaetul, 

Once won Bo glorioufily with Uuoe and nail, 

Sits &r from him ; and, for on other side. 

That leader who the race on manna fed, 

Th* ungrateful, fickle, stifinecked people led. 

Over 'gainst Peter, see where Anna site, 

And BO content to see her daughter's &oe. 

With eye unmoved, hoeanna BingB in praise. 

To greatest fother of the fiunily 

Lucia looks, who called thy lad/a aid, 

On ruin's brink when eyebrows overweighed. 

Bat since time fliee, to wrap thee in repose 

Let 's stop ; tike tailor good, who can out down. 

According to the cloth who makes the gown : 

Our eyes direct we to the primal love ; 

80 that His light as for you may achieve 

As human eye oan possibly perceive. 

In truth, lest haply you should fall behind. 

Moving thy wings, and thinking you advance. 

By prayer you needs must seek for grace at once— 

Bnoh grace from her who can asust thee well : 

And see you follow me with all your heart ; 

From what I say let not ofiection part" 

And then this sacred prayer the sage began. 
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CANTO XXXIII. 

" ViBGiN and mother ! — daagbter of thy 8oa ! — 

Uumbleet and lofdoet of the creatures made ! — 

The bouudaiy by the eternal oounflel weighed I 

Thou ut tbe one who human nature so 

Ennobleet, that thy Uaker did not aoora 

Of thee, Himself creating, to be bom j 

For in thy womb he kindled love anew, 

"nirongh heat which germinataa where finds inerease 

This flower that blossomii to eternal peace : 

To us meridian torch of charity 

AboTC ; and to the mortals here below, 

Hope from whose fountain liring waters flow. 

Lady I so great thou art, and cf such worth, 

Who, wanting grace, to thee his suit not brings, 

Hae sore desire to fly, but wanting wings. 

And thy benignity not only lends 

To him who asks, but, ere request be sent, 

The aaker's wish will liberally prevent ; 

For mercy, pie^, remde in thee — 

In thee magnificence — in thee abound 

'Whate'er of goodness in the creature's found. 

This, then, is one who from the level sea 

Of universe to this has come, to view 

The spirits one by one who life renew ; 

Makes suppLcation to thee for tho grace 

Of virtue, such that he may lift his eyes 

More h^ to where the last salvation lies. 
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And I, who more hare never bumsd to see, 

Myael^ than now I do for him, would pray, 

And more thwi onoe, that thou wouldst not deny, 

That eveiy cloud from him thou wouldnt diBaolve 

Mortality that dims, with prayers of thine 

That blisB supreme unveil itself and shine. 

I [Hity thee also. Queen I who hast the power 

To do thy pleasure, after such a round. 

To keep his heart and hia ailectiona sound, 

That thou mayet guard, Ute moTements human quelL 

Lo ! Beatrice, with all the saints above. 

Their hands in token of approval niova" 

The eyes which were by Ood beloved, revered, 

Fixed on the speaker, chased away each doubt, 

And showed how dear are prayers of the devout ; 

And tlien directed towards the eternal %ht, 

Where who can think an eye approached more near, 

Created only, with more vision clear. 

And I, who to the end of aU dedres 

Approaching was, within me then there died 

The ardour of desire, no more denied. 

Bernardo beckouM me then and smiled, 

That I should look on high ; but, ere he signed, 

Had I myself looked up as he designed : 

For vision in me, as it grew sincere. 

It entered mor« and more into the ray 

Of lofty lig^t, which never can betray. 

Hencefiia'WBnl, what I saw was &r beyond 

OuTBpeech, which &ilB before a view like that. 

Where memory yields, and finds its science naught. 

Like him who has a dream in sleep, and sees, 
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And after sleep the paamon still remains. 

And nothing else th' awnkened mind contains, 

Such too am I ; and all the viaon ceased, 

Aa 'twere ; but in my heart I feel distil 

The sweetneea-bom from it, and inly swelL 

So melts the anew before the mid-day sun. 

So scattered to the winds in leaves, dispersed 

And lost, the sentence vhioh the sibyl nuised. 

light supreme ! exalted far above 

All mortal fencies, to my longing mind 

Bring back a part of what my eyes enshrined ; 

And give my language but the power to make 

One spark alone thy gloiy &om to fall. 

And leave to ftiture ages as my all : 

Should it return to memoiy, the least, 

The fointeat echo in this verse may be 

Th' awakening sound to tell thy victory. 

Th* acutenees I believe I then endured 

In living ray, would have bewildered sense, 

A moment bad mine eyes withdrawn from thence. 

And I remember I was more alert 

From this to endure the light ; and blended mine, 

My sight, with value infinite divine. 

grace abundant ! did I not presume 

To fix my gaze upon the light et«me 

So far, to make that si^t consume and bum ; 

And in its depth I saw contained wiUiin, 

And bound with love, in single volume full, 

What«'er the universe is seen to fill : 

Subfltanoe and accident, their manners all 

Conflated in themselves in such a mode, 
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To form a light both aimple, unalloyed. 

The universal knot this form partook, 

I think I saw ; for now my heart 's enlarged, 

Ev*!! while I speak, and with fireah joy o'ercharged : 

To wait a moment aeems lethargic sleep, 

Like five-and-twenty ages from the trip 

When Neptune saw the aiiade of ArgoB* ahip. 

Such was my state of mind, in deep suspense. 

Which fixed in gase inunoroble, intent. 

And ever kindling, with the gaze, content 

To such a light as that I so became. 

To turn from it to any other one 

I tiiought impossible— oould ne'er be done. 

There the loved objeot all the good it has 

Combines in one, beyond which fiivoured bound 

Whate'er is perfect is defective found. 

And now muBt I a shorter story tell. 

Than infent'a tongue, whose wrongs are now redressed. 

That's moistening only at the mother's breast 

"Twas not that more than simple oounteoaaoe shone 

In living Ught, to which my wishes soar — 

Which ever is as it was seen before ; 

But through ray sight, which fiist invigored grew, 

From thus beboldii^ this appearance one, 

Still changing then, with changes was foredone. 

In the profi>nnd and clear consistency 

Of the light sublime appeared there circles three, 

Trictdonred, and in one oontiuned to be; 

And one from one, like rainbow from its type. 

Appeared reflected; and the third seemed fire. 

And here and there on either side t' aspire. 
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But oh how Bhort is speech I and oh how weak 
To my conception thia, to what I saw \~ 
So little, that the word preeents a flaw. 
Eternal light ' w^d dwelling but in thee — 
PeroeiTing thee— perceived by thee alone — 
And thus perceiving, lovest and smileat in one ! 
That circling light, imagined and beheld, 
Appeared in thee but as reflected light, 
In part encompaaaed with my feeble sight- 
Within itself, in its own colours dressed, 
Appeared the picture of our likeness drawn, 
And all my gaze was flsed on it alone. 
Geometrician thus himself appUee 
To measure circle, finds not how to speed. 
For ever thinking whence he should proceed ; 
And such was I to see that novel sight, 
So &in to trace the circumstance complete. 
And see the image in the circle meet 
But not enough the wings I had for this, 
Had not my mind been at the moment struck 
With lightning flash, and so its will o'ertook. 
But stdll desire rolled on to do, to will, 
As rolls an even wheel, that ne'er stands still, 
The love that moves die sun and other stars. 
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